
THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Morning Worship – 10:00 a.m. 

December 4, 2022 
 

Silent prayer for use in preparation for worship: 
 

We love Thee, O God, and we desire to love Thee more and more. Grant 
that we may love Thee as much as we ought. Let Christ dwell in our hearts, 
so to keep watch over our lips, our steps, and our deeds. In love for Thee, 

give us love, sweetest of all gifts, which knows no enemy.  Most loving 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, let our hearts, frozen in sin, cold to Thee 
and cold to others, be warmed by Thy divine and cleansing fire. So help 

and bless us in Thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 
 

A prayer of Anselm of Canterbury, 1033-1109 
 

PRELUDE                     Nun Komm Der Heiden Heiland   J.S. Bach 
(BWV 659, “Savior of the Nations, Come”) 

John Black, Organ 

                                       Every Valley Shall Be Exalted G.F. Handel 
(from “The Messiah”) 
Kyle Buonfiglio, Tenor 

 
OLD TESTAMENT                    Isaiah 11:1-10 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  (adapted from Psalm 85) 
 

Show us Thy steadfast love, O Lord, and grant us Thy salvation. 
LET ME HEAR WHAT GOD THE LORD WILL SPEAK, FOR HE WILL SPEAK PEACE TO 

HIS PEOPLE, HIS SAINTS, BUT LET THEM NOT TURN BACK TO FOLLY. 
Surely His salvation is near to those who fear Him, that His glory may dwell 

in our land. 
MERCY AND TRUTH ARE MET TOGETHER; RIGHTEOUSNESS AND PEACE HAVE 

KISSED EACH OTHER  
Truth shall spring out of the earth, and righteousness shall look down from 

heaven.  
RIGHTEOUSNESS WILL GO BEFORE HIM AND WILL MAKE A PATH FOR HIS STEPS. 

 
*PRAYER OF ADORATION  (in unison) 
 

ETERNAL GOD, THROUGH LONG GENERATIONS YOU PREPARED A WAY FOR 
THE COMING OF YOUR SON, AND BY YOUR SPIRIT YOU STILL BRING LIGHT TO 
ILLUMINE OUR PATHS.  RENEW US IN FAITH AND HOPE, THAT WE MAY 
WELCOME JESUS CHRIST TO RULE OUR THOUGHTS AND CLAIM OUR LOVE, AS 
LORD OF LORDS AND KING OF KINGS, TO WHOM BE GLORY ALWAYS, AMEN. 

 
*HYMN                      Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION (first silently, then in unison): 
 

ALMIGHTY GOD, YOU HAVE GIVEN US YOUR ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON TO TAKE UPON 
HIMSELF OUR HUMAN NATURE, AND AT YOUR APPOINTED TIME TO BE BORN OF 
THE VIRGIN MARY.  HAVING BEEN GIVEN NEW LIFE IN HIM AND MADE YOUR 
CHILDREN BY ADOPTION AND GRACE, WE ASK YOUR FORGIVENESS FOR OUR SINS 
AND DAILY RENEWAL BY THE POWER OF YOUR HOLY SPIRIT, THROUGH THE MERIT 
AND MEDIATION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHO LIVES AND REIGNS WITH YOU 
AND THAT SAME SPIRIT, EVER ONE GOD, WORLD WITHOUT END.  AMEN.   (A 
prayer of Thomas Cranmer, 1489-1556)  

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

*GLORIA PATRI  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
World without end.  Amen, amen. 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  

ANTHEM                              The Dream Isaiah Saw  G. Rudolph 
Lions and oxen will sleep in the hay,  

Leopards will join with the lambs as they play, 
Wolves will be pastured with cows in the glade,  
Blood will not darken the earth that God made. 

Little child whose bed is straw, take new lodgings in my heart. 
Bring the dream Isaiah saw: life redeemed from fang and claw. 

Peace will pervade more than forest and field:  
God will transfigure the Violence concealed 
Deep in the heart and in systems of gain, 

 Ripe for the judgment the Lord will ordain. 
Little child whose bed is straw, take new lodgings in my heart. 

Bring the dream Isaiah saw: justice purifying law. 
Nature reordered to match God's intent,  

Nations obeying the call to repent, 
All of creation completely restored, 

 filled with the knowledge and love of the Lord. 
Little child whose bed is straw, take new lodgings in my heart. 

Bring the dream Isaiah saw: knowledge, wisdom, worship, awe. 
(Commissioned by the Bach Choir of Pittsburgh in memory of those who perished 

September 11, 2001.  The lyrics are from a 1994 poem “Lions and Oxen Will Sleep in 
the Hay” by Thomas H. Troeger, based on Isaiah 11:6-9.  Music is by Glenn Rudolph) 

SCRIPTURE READING          Romans 15:4-13 
 
*HYMN                              Prepare the Way, O Zion 
 
SERMON                     SCRIPTURE’S “SHOOT” – ING STAR 

OFFERING 
Offertory                               People Look East arr. W. Beckstrand 

Alexandra Nichols, Violin 
*Doxology 

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost! 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

The Lord be with you. 
AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
Lift up your hearts. 
WE LIFT THEM UP TO THE LORD. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
IT IS RIGHT TO GIVE OUR THANKS AND PRAISE. 
YOU ARE HOLY, O GOD OF MAJESTY, AND BLESSED IS JESUS CHRIST, 
YOUR SON, OUR LORD, WHO DESCENDED FROM YOUR HEIGHTS TO KNEEL 
IN OBEDIENCE TO LOVE’S COMMANDS.  THE CUP OF SUFFERING HE DRANK 
HAS BECOME FOR US THE CUP OF SALVATION.  IN HIS DEATH, HE HAS 
DELIVERED US FROM DEATH’S DOMINION; IN HIS RESURRECTION, HE HAS 
OPENED THE WAY TO LIFE FULL, ABUNDANT AND ETERNAL.  WE EAGERLY 
AWAIT HIS COMING AGAIN, THAT HIS RULE MAY BE COMPLETE AND YOUR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS REIGN OVER ALL; AT THAT TIME WE WILL FEAST AT HIS 
ROYAL BANQUET AND SING YOUR PRAISES WITH THE CHOIRS OF HEAVEN.  
AND NOW ACCEPT THIS OUR SACRIFICE OF PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING AS 
A LIVING AND HOLY OFFERING OF OURSELVES, THAT OUR LIVES MAY 
PROCLAIM THE ONE CRUCIFIED AND RISEN, WHO TAUGHT US TO PRAY, 
“OUR FATHER …”   
The Words of Institution 
The Communion 
The Prayer of Thanksgiving 

   
*HYMN                                         Give Thanks! 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, 
Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son; (2x) 

And now let the weak say, "I am strong;” let the poor say, "I am rich," because 
of what the Lord has done for us. (2x) 

(repeat first stanza once, end with “Give thanks!”) 

*BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE                               Paean    W. Oliphant 

*(the people standing, as able) 



Isaiah 11:1-10 
A  shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.  The 
Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him —  the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of 
counsel and of power, the Spirit of the knowledge and of the fear of the Lord —  and He will 
delight in the fear of the Lord. 
He will not judge by what He sees with His eyes, or decide by what He hears with His ears; 
but with righteousness He will judge the needy, with justice He will give decisions for the 
poor of the earth. 
He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth; with the breath of His lips He will slay the 
wicked.  Righteousness will be His belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist. 
The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion 
and the yearling  together; and a little child will lead them. The cow will feed with the bear, 
their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox. The infant will play 
near the hole of the cobra, and the young child will put his hand into the viper’s nest. 
They will neither harm nor destroy  on all My holy mountain, for the earth will be filled with 
the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 
In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to 
Him, and His resting place will be glorious. 

Romans 15:4-13 
For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through 
endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. May the God Who 
gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you 
follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.  For I 
tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews  on behalf of God’s truth, to confirm the 
promises made to the patriarchs so that the Gentiles might glorify God for His mercy.   
As it is written: 

“Therefore I will praise You among the Gentiles;  
I will sing hymns to Your name.”  [2 Samuel 22:50; Psalm 18:49] 

Again, it says, 
“Rejoice, you Gentiles, with His people.” [Deut. 32:43] 

And again, 
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles; and sing praises to Him, all you peoples.”  
[Psalm 117:1] 

And again, Isaiah says, 
“The Root of Jesse will spring up, One Who will arise to rule over the nations; in Him 
the Gentiles will hope.”  [Isaiah 11:10] 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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WE WELCOME all who are worshiping in our sanctuary today; 
welcome, too, to all with us online!  A special word of welcome to any 

visiting with us this morning; whether you are visiting us just for a day or 
looking for a new church home.  Information packets are available in the 

narthex, or feel free to ask an usher if you have any questions. All are 
cordially invited to Coffee Hour downstairs following the service  

 
FLOWERS TODAY are dedicated and given to the glory of God by 
Wayne and Diane Meunier to those who have served the Lord and 
to those who continue to serve looking forward to the resurrection 
and life in His world to come. 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH for children ages three through the second grade is 
resuming in the Crib Room.  Children may leave the service during the second 
hymn.  Parents are asked to pick up children immediately following the 
service. 

CHILDCARE is provided for infants through toddlers (up to age 3) during 
the worship hour in the Crib Room, second floor, east wing.  Also available is a 
sound-proofed room at the rear of the sanctuary for parents with infants and 
toddlers.  A window and amplified sound enables participation in worship. 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS and Children’s Worship bulletins are 
available in the narthex.  Please take one worship bag for each child in your 
family.  There are bulletins in two age categories for ages 3-6 and ages 7-12 in 
each bag.  Thank you for returning your bag to the basket after worship. 

PARENT’S NIGHT OUT! Parents, bring your children to 
spend a fun Friday night with us from 6:00–9:00 p.m. 
December 9, we will enjoy the Polar Express on the big 
screen!  The program is directed by DFM Virginia Jacobs, 
assisted by other adults and teens from 29Eleven who have 
completed our Child Protection training.  Drop the kids off 
and head to a movie, dinner or just a little quiet time knowing 
your children are in good hands and having a great time! 



CHRISTMAS CONCERT: Our highly anticipated annual 
Christmas Concert will be offered Sunday, December 11, 
3:00 p.m. and will be a service of carols and meditations from 
Pastor Clark, Dr. Stan Allaby, the Rev. Michael Natale, and 
John Black. The program is FREE and includes presentations 
from the fifty-voice Greenwood Concert Choir, Greenwood’s 
Youth and Handbell Choirs, and the Greenwood Choral 
Scholars.  Save the date and spread the word! 

FROM THE MEMBER CARE COMMITTEE -- We need 
you!  Many volunteers are needed to help provide a 
gracious and sweet reception for our guests following 
the Christmas Concert.  Please sign up in Fellowship 
Hall to bring finger desserts: cookies, bars, cupcakes, 
mini-creampuffs or éclairs or bite-sized fruit-dessert 
items that don’t require a fork or spoon!  Christmas 
cookies are welcome!  We also need volunteers to help 
in the kitchen, keep the tables full during the reception, welcome our guests, 
and clean-up.  Please bring your dessert items to church in the morning on 
Dec. 11, if possible, so we can get them arranged and ready to serve in plenty 
of time. Our choir members contribute to this event by sharing their voices as 
well as desserts!  We appreciate your past support and hope you will again 
show your appreciation by pitching in however you can to make this event a 
wonderful success.  THANK YOU!  
SUNDAY SCHOOL MITTEN TREE: It’s time to help decorate 
our annual Mitten Tree on the stage in Fellowship Hall!  
Donations of mittens, hats gloves and scarves for the needy 
are appreciated. 

THE 2023 FLOWER CALENDAR  is now available in the church office 
beginning  Please call (737-1230) to sign up for dates to honor a loved one, 
mark a special occasion,  or commemorate the memory of a dearly departed 
relative or friend and, in doing so, help beautify our sanctuary for worship.  The 
cost is $25 per bouquet. 

POINSETTIAS:  TODAY is the last day to order your plants!  
We invite you to remember and/or honor a loved one during 
the Christmas season with a poinsettia to help beautify our 
sanctuary.  If you are planning on ordering, please do so 
today by using the order form found in your bulletin.  Thank 
you! 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING: Please join us FRIDAY, 
DECEMBER 23 for our annual Christmas Caroling trip to 
visit housebound members of the congregation.  We'll meet 
in the back lot to caravan around the Warwick area in our 
own vehicles (carpooling available if needed). Sheet music 
will be provided. Lend your voice to spread Christmas cheer 
to our community! 
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FROM THE DEACONS AND 29ELEVEN YOUTH MINISTRIES 
As you may remember from past years, STOP & SHOP ® offers a 5% 

reimbursement of the total cash value of gift cards purchased as 
their charitable donation to qualifying organizations!  We would like 
to AGAIN take advantage of this offer to benefit both the Deacons’ 

benevolence ministries and the 29 Eleven Mission Fund.   

We offer three options: 
OPTION 1: DONATE ONE OR MORE $10 GIFT CARDS FOR HOLIDAY BASKETS! 

The Deacons will be preparing at least fifty Holiday Food Baskets for 
the needy at both Thanksgiving and Christmas.  A $10 STOP AND 
SHOP ® grocery gift card is included in each basket to enable the 
recipient to buy a turkey or some other main course.  You may 
purchase one or more $10 gift card(s) for donation to the Deacons 
for this purpose, and Stop&Shop would reimburse 5% of the total 
cash value of your purchase for the 29 Eleven Mission Fund! 

OPTION 2: DONATE ONE OR MORE GIFT CARDS OF $10, $50 OR $100 FOR THE 
DEACONS TO USE IN EMERGENCY RELIEF! 
The Deacons are often made aware of crisis situations and/or 
emergency need among church members, people in the community 
and/or through the various agencies we support.  STOP & SHOP ® 
cards are wonderfully convenient to have on hand if the need is 
imminent.  You may purchase one or more cards of $10, $50 or $100 
value for the Deacons to distribute at their discretion; Stop & Shop 

will reimburse 5% of the value of your purchase for the 29Eleven Mission Fund! 
OPTION 3: PURCHASE ONE OR MORE GIFT CARDS FOR PERSONAL USE. 

Although this would not qualify as a charitable donation on your part, 
you nevertheless could  purchase STOP & SHOP ® grocery gift cards 
for your own personal use … we all have to buy groceries and other 
assorted necessities for our everyday living, so why not allow your 
grocery purchases to benefit a most worthy cause?  STOP AND 
SHOP® will still return their charitable contribution of 5% of the total 
cash value of your gift to benefit the 29Eleven Mission Fund! 

PLEASE PLACE THS ORDER FORM WITH PAYMENT IN THE OFFERING PLATE 
OR BRING/MAIL/EMAIL IT TO THE  CHURCH OFFICE BY NOVEMBER 14.   

(Checks should be written to Greenwood Community Church, with Stop and Shop 
Cards on memo line.  Please write a separate check for each order!)  

ORDER FORM 
 

NAME _______________________________ 
 

PHONE # ____________________ 
 
OPTION ONE:  I’d like to order ____ (# of cards) $10 
STOP AND SHOP® gift card(s) for donation to the 
Deacons’ Holiday Food Baskets. 
 
OPTION TWO:  I’d like to order the following STOP 

AND SHOP® gift card(s) for donation to Deacons’ 
Emergency Relief. 

____ (# of cards)    $10 STOP AND SHOP® gift card(s) 

____ (# of cards)    $50 STOP AND SHOP® gift card(s) 

____ (# of cards)    $100 STOP AND SHOP® gift card(s) 

 
OPTION THREE:  I’d like to order the following 
STOP AND SHOP® gift card(s) for personal use.  I 
understand this option does NOT qualify as a 
personal charitable deduction, but will still secure a 
5% donation from STOP AND SHOP® for the 29Eleven 
Mission Fund. 

____ (# of cards)    $10 STOP AND SHOP® gift card(s) 

____ (# of cards)    $50 STOP AND SHOP® gift card(s) 

____ (# of cards)    $100 STOP AND SHOP® gift card(s) 
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