
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
HANGING OF THE GREENS 

Morning Worship – 10:00 a.m. 
November 27, 2022 

 
Silent prayer for use in preparation for worship: 

Dear Lord, awaken us that we may be prepared to receive Your Son 
with joy when He comes and serve Him with a pure heart.  Graciously 
hurry the coming of that day.  Bless and prepare us with wisdom and 
strength that in the meantime we may walk wisely and uprightly.  May 

we joyfully wait for the coming of your dear Son, [that day when] 
 the hope of happy redemption will be fulfilled.  Amen. 

A prayer of Martin Luther, 1483-1546 
 

PRELUDE                                An Advent Prelude        Charles Callahan 
Alexandra Nichols, Violin 

Prelude on "Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus"      
arr. Christian Witt 
Handbell Choir 

OLD TESTAMENT READING      Isaiah 2:1-5 
  
INTROIT                               Veni, Veni Emmanuel Men’s Choir 
  
*HYMN                          O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
  
*CALL TO WORSHIP           from Psalm 98:1,2,4,7,9 
 

O sing to the Lord a new song!  For He has done marvelous things; His 
right hand and His holy arm have worked salvation for Him. 

THE LORD HAS MADE KNOWN HIS SALVATION, AND REVEALED HIS 
RIGHTEOUSNESS TO THE NATIONS. 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into joyous 
song and sing praises! 

LET THE SEA RESOUND, AND EVERYTHING IN IT, THE WORLD AND ALL WHO LIVE 
IN IT. 

Let them sing before the Lord, for He comes to judge the earth. 

HE WILL JUDGE THE WORLD IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND THE PEOPLES WITH 
EQUITY. 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND ADORATION   
GRACIOUS GOD, OUR SINS ARE TOO HEAVY TO CARRY, TOO REAL TO HIDE, AND 
TOO DEEP TO UNDO.  FORGIVE WHAT OUR LIPS TREMBLE TO NAME, WHAT OUR 
HEARTS CAN NO LONGER BEAR, AND WHAT HAS BECOME FOR US A CONSUMING 
FIRE OF JUDGEMENT.  SET US FREE FROM A PAST THAT WE CANNOT CHANGE, 
OPEN US TO A FUTURE IN WHICH WE CAN BE CHANGED.  FAITHFUL GOD, YOUR 
PROMISES STAND UNSHAKEN THROUGH ALL GENERATIONS.  RENEW US IN HOPE, 
THAT WE MAY BE AWAKE AND ALERT WATCHING FOR THE ADVENT OF JESUS 
CHRIST, OUR SAVIOR, OUR LORD, OUR JUDGE, WHO LIVES AND REIGNS WITH 
YOU IN THE UNITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, ONE GOD, FOREVER AND EVER, AMEN.   

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

*GLORIA PATRI  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
World without end.  Amen, amen. 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

ANTHEM                Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning  
arr. Andre Thomas 

(Traditional spiritual based on Matthew 25:1-13) 
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, keep your lamps trimmed and burning, 

Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, the time is drawing nigh. 
Children, don’t grow weary, children, don’t grow weary 

Children, don’t grow weary, ‘til your work is done. 
Christian, journey soon be over, Christian, journey soon be over, 

Christian, journey soon be over, the time is drawing nigh. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS          Romans 13:11-14 (p. 1124, Pew Bible) 
                                                  Matthew 24:36-44 (p.982, Pew Bible) 

*HYMN                           Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 

SERMON                        GOD ONLY KNOWS FOR SURE 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (The Scots Confession, chapters 6 and 7) 

WHEN THE FULLNESS OF TIME CAME GOD SENT HIS SON, HIS ETERNAL WISDOM, THE 
SUBSTANCE OF HIS OWN GLORY, INTO THIS WORLD, WHO TOOK THE NATURE OF 

HUMANITY FROM THE SUBSTANCE OF A WOMAN, A VIRGIN, BY MEANS OF THE HOLY 
GHOST.  AND SO WAS BORN THE “JUST SEED OF DAVID,” THE “ANGEL OF THE GREAT 

COUNSEL OF GOD,” THE VERY MESSIAH PROMISED, WHOM WE CONFESS AND 
ACKNOWLEDGE TO BE EMMANUEL, TRUE GOD AND TRUE MAN, TWO PERFECT 

NATURES UNITED AND JOINED IN ONE PERSON.  WE ACKNOWLEDGE AND CONFESS 
THAT THIS WONDERFUL UNION BETWEEN THE GODHEAD AND THE HUMANITY IN 

CHRIST JESUS DID ARISE FROM THE ETERNAL AND IMMUTABLE DECREE OF GOD 
FROM WHICH ALL OUR SALVATION SPRINGS AND DEPENDS. 

 
 
INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
  
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

OUR FATHER, WHO ART IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE THY NAME.  THY 
KINGDOM COME, THY WILL BE DONE, ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN.  GIVE 

US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD, AND FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES AS WE 
FORGIVE THOSE WHO TRESPASS AGAINST US; AND LEAD US NOT INTO 

TEMPTATION, BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL.  FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM 
AND THE POWER AND THE GLORY FOREVER, AMEN. 

 
OFFERING 

Offertory:                 Wachet Auf, Ruft Uns Die Stimme 
(BWV 645 by J.S. Bach) 

SLEEPERS, WAKE 
(Poetic Translation by Carl P. Daw of "Wachet Auf, Ruft Uns Die Stimme") 

"Sleepers, wake!" A voice astounds us, 
the shout of rampart-guards surrounds us: 

"Awake, Jerusalem, arise!" 
Midnight's peace their cry has broken, 
their urgent summons clearly spoken: 
"The time has come, O maidens wise! 

Rise up, and give us light; 
the Bridegroom is in sight. Alleluia! 

Your lamps prepare and hasten there, 
that you the wedding feast may share." 

*Doxology                Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:   
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost! 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 
*HYMN                       Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come 

*BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE                    Toccata on “Joy to the World” Michael Dell 
 

*(the people standing, as able) 



Isaiah 2:1-5 
This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem:  

 In the last days the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established as 
chief among the mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and all nations 
will stream to it.  Many peoples will come and say,  

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of 
Jacob.  He will teach us His ways, so that we may walk in His paths.” 

The law will go out from Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.  He will 
judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples.  They 
will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks.  
Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war 
anymore.   

Come, O house of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the LORD 
 

Romans 13:11-14 
And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has come for you to 
wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when 
we first believed. The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us 
put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.   

Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and 
drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension 
and jealousy.  Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do 
not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 
 

Matthew 24:36-44 
“No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor 
the Son, but only the Father.  As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at 
the coming of the Son of Man.  For in the days before the flood, people 
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day 
Noah entered the ark; and they knew nothing about what would happen 
until the flood came and took them all away.   

That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. Two men will be in 
the field; one will be taken and the other left. Two women will be grinding 
with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left. 

“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord 
will come.  But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at 
what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and 
would not have let his house be broken into.  So you also must be ready, 
because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect Him.  
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WE WELCOME all who are worshiping in our sanctuary today; 
welcome, too, to all with us online!  A special word of welcome to any 

visiting with us this morning; whether you are visiting us just for a day or 
looking for a new church home.  Information packets are available in the 

narthex, or feel free to ask an usher if you have any questions. All are 
cordially invited to Coffee Hour downstairs following the service  

FLOWERS TODAY are given to the glory of God by Monika 
Algozino in loving memory of her mother, Helga Ramke, on her 
November 25 birthday, and by Sue Stock and family in loving 
memory of Bill Stock. 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH for children ages three through the second grade is 
resuming  in the Crib Room.  Children may leave the service during the 
second hymn.  Parents are asked to pick up children immediately following the 
service. 

CHILDCARE is provided for infants through toddlers (up to age 3) during 
the worship hour in the Crib Room, second floor, east wing.  Also available is a 
sound-proofed room at the rear of the sanctuary for parents with infants and 
toddlers.  A window and amplified sound enables participation in worship. 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS and Children’s Worship bulletins are 
available in the narthex.  Please take one worship bag for each child in your 
family.  There are bulletins in two age categories for ages 3-6 and ages 7-12 in 
each bag.  Thank you for returning your bag to the basket after worship. 

PARENT’S NIGHT OUT! Parents, bring your children to 
spend a fun Friday night with us from 6:00–9:00 p.m. 
December 9, we will enjoy the Polar Express on the big 
screen!  The program is directed by DFM Virginia Jacobs, 
assisted by other adults and teens from 29Eleven who have 
completed our Child Protection training.  Drop the kids off 
and head to a movie, dinner or just a little quiet time knowing 
your children are in good hands and having a great time! 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT: Our highly anticipated annual 
Christmas Concert will be offered Sunday, December 11, 
3:00 p.m. and will be a service of carols and meditations from 
Pastor Clark, Dr. Stan Allaby, the Rev. Michael Natale, and 
John Black. The program is FREE and includes presentations 
from the fifty-voice Greenwood Concert Choir, Greenwood’s 
Youth and Handbell Choirs, and the Greenwood Choral 
Scholars.  Save the date and spread the word! 

FROM THE MEMBER CARE COMMITTEE -- We need 
you!  Many volunteers are needed to help provide a 
gracious and sweet reception for our guests following 
the Christmas Concert.  Please sign up in Fellowship 
Hall to bring finger desserts: cookies, bars, cupcakes, 
mini-creampuffs or éclairs or bite-sized fruit-dessert 
items that don’t require a fork or spoon!  Christmas 
cookies are welcome!  We also need volunteers to help 
in the kitchen, keep the tables full during the reception, welcome our guests, 
and clean-up.  Please bring your dessert items to church in the morning on 
Dec. 11, if possible, so we can get them arranged and ready to serve in plenty 
of time. Our choir members contribute to this event by sharing their voices as 
well as desserts!  We appreciate your past support and hope you will again 
show your appreciation by pitching in however you can to make this event a 
wonderful success.  THANK YOU!  

SUNDAY SCHOOL MITTEN TREE: It’s time to help decorate 
our annual Mitten Tree on the stage in Fellowship Hall!  
Donations of mittens, hats gloves and scarves for the needy are 
appreciated. 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN:  Anyone planning to contribute food items for the 
Bazaar may drop items off at the church Friday, Dec. 2, between 9 A.M. and 3 
P.M.  If a later drop is needed, please email pwgccpmoderator@gmail.com. 

THE 2023 FLOWER CALENDAR  is now available in the church office 
beginning  Please call (737-1230) to sign up for dates to honor a loved one, 
mark a special occasion,  or commemorate the memory of a dearly departed 
relative or friend and, in doing so, help beautify our sanctuary for worship.  The 
cost is $25 per bouquet. 

POINSETTIAS:  We invite you to remember and/or honor 
a loved one during the Christmas season with a poinsettia 
to help beautify our sanctuary.  If you are planning on 
ordering, please do so today by using the order form found 
in your bulletin.  Thank you! 
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