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Excel in the Grace of Giving
Bible Study 2

Outrageous Giving
Prayer: Lord, you are the owner of all the animals in the forest and the cattle on a thousand
hills. Help us always to acknowledge you as the source and owner of all things and to show our
thanks and gratitude to you for who you are and all that you do for us. We pray that you will
bless this study on outrageous giving as we seek to “Excel in the Grace of Giving.” We pray in
the name of Jesus. Amen.

Introduction:
Through his creation, God gave outrageously, sparing nothing. God didn’t give us a partial
supply of air, resources, food, or energy; rather he gave us an abundance of everything we need.
The world in its complexity and beauty is breathtaking. We know that, after God saw what he
created, he said it was good (Genesis 1:1-31).
God’s care is constant and total. He has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake
you” (Hebrews 13:5). God wants us to receive his love gratefully and become his hands and feet
to extend his love and care to others. As he gives to us outrageously, he wants us to “Excel in the
Grace of Giving.”
Love is why we give. God, because he first
loved us, enables us to love, and his love motivates
us to give generously and, for some, outrageously.
Filled with love, we will want to give as much and
as often as we can. Love compels a total surrender
of ourselves and our resources. The apostle Paul
wrote, “For Christ’s love compels us, because we
are convinced that one died for all, that those who
live should no longer live for themselves, but for
him who died for them and was raised again” (2
Corinthians 5:14). When we love someone as much
as or more than we love ourselves, giving is easy. When a man falls in love with the woman of
his dreams and marries her, he does not think about the minimum he needs to do for her or
provide for her; he does whatever he is able to do, and sometimes beyond, because he loves her.
We want the best for those we love. When we love, we give ourselves willingly, as well as what
we own. To withhold is not part of a loving relationship.
What motivates an outrageous giver? The following is a partial list:
 Love, gratitude, and devotion to the Lord
 Greater love for God than material things
 Complete trust in the Lord
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 Desire to obey God’s will faithfully
 Concern and compassion for others who are his brothers and sisters in Christ
 Desire to be part of extending God’s kingdom
 Desire to please God
God’s people in Scripture did some outrageous giving. The following is not intended to be a
complete list of instances of outrageous giving, but those chosen are good representatives of how
God’s love and grace motivate his people.

Gift of Jesus
To reconcile fallen man to himself, God gave us Jesus
Christ, his Son. Who can imagine giving a son to be
tortured and killed – and, in many cases, for ungrateful
people who have no concept of the sacrifice? What
parents, when their children are even being ridiculed or
teased, don’t rush to protect them? What son is willing to
be that sacrifice? Thanks be to God the Father and his Son,
our Sacrificial Lamb! Because sin destroyed our
fellowship with God, he sent his Son to be sacrificed so
that our fellowship with him could be restored. Christ
came willingly that we might have life and have it
abundantly. “For God so loved the world that he gave his
one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). God gave us
such an outrageous gift because of the tremendous love
that he has for us. God’s nature is love. Jesus took our sins
upon himself and became our Savior. “But God
demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still
sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). God knows each of us by name and will never stop
loving us (Isaiah 43:1). God sent his Son not because we are loveable people, but because he
can’t help loving us. God epitomizes love. We daily think, do, or say things that displease God,
but still he keeps reaching out to us. “Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life
for his friends” (John 15:13). This truly is outrageous giving.
1. What was God’s primary purpose in sending Jesus? Were there other purposes?
2. What does it mean to you to know that Jesus gave himself for you?
3. Why is God’s grace necessary in order to “Excel in the Grace of Giving”?
4. Can you think of any factors other than those listed earlier that might motivate an outrageous
giver? Which offers the most motivation for you?

Abraham’s Gift of Isaac (Genesis 22:1-18)
“Then God said, ‘Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go
to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the
mountains I will tell you about’ ” (Genesis 22:2).
Abraham’s willingness to sacrifice his son demonstrated the following:
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Obedience: Since Abraham embraced God as the Lord of his life, he was willing to accept
God’s control. Promptly he obeyed God’s calling, even with this most difficult request. Abraham
had waited 25 years for God to fulfill his promise to give him a son, who was finally born when
Abraham was a hundred years old. Even though Isaac was the son of his old age, the son he
loved, Abraham did not challenge God’s command that he offer his son as a sacrifice.
Faithfulness: God asked Abraham to be an outrageous giver, and Abraham gave. He gave his
own son, putting God’s will before his own, faithfully honoring and obeying God’s instructions
to sacrifice his son. Knowing that God would be faithful, Abraham followed his plan willingly.
God tested Abraham, and Abraham proved his faithfulness to him. God, of course, proved his
trustworthiness to Abraham.
Trust: Abraham trusted God’s provisions. God saw in Abraham a person who put his entire trust
in the Lord’s hands. Abraham knew that God was in control and was trustworthy; therefore, he
could be an outrageous giver.
5. Why did God put Abraham to the test of sacrificing his son?
6. If God were to ask you to give up your most precious possession, what would it be? How
hard would it be?
7. What did God give Abraham because of his obedience, faithfulness, and trust (Genesis
22:16-18)?

Offerings for the Tabernacle
“The Lord said to Moses, ‘Tell the Israelites to bring Me an offering. You are to receive the
offering for Me from each man whose heart prompts him to give’ ” (Exodus 25:1).
“Then have them make a sanctuary for Me, and I will dwell among them. Make this
tabernacle and all its furnishings exactly like the pattern I will show you” (Exodus 25:89).
So all the skilled craftsmen who were doing all the work on the sanctuary left their work
and said to Moses, “The people are bringing more than enough for doing the work the
Lord commanded to be done.” Then Moses gave an order and they sent this word
throughout the camp: “No man or woman is to make anything else as an offering for the
sanctuary.” And so the people were restrained from bringing more, because what they
already had was more than enough to do all the work (Exodus 36:4-7).
Out of love, devotion, and trust in the Lord, the Israelite people gave generously. Filled with
the love of God, the people kept giving so much that Moses was forced to announce it was
necessary to stop giving. Such outrageous giving is possible out of love but impossible out of
some legal mandate. God commanded the giving of the tithe, but, in the case of the building of
the tabernacle, God simply told Moses to ask the people to give as their hearts prompted them.
Love was the motivator, and they gave outrageously. The Pharisees of Jesus’ day were tithers
also, but, in their zeal to follow the letter of the law, they ignored the spirit of the law and found
ways to excuse themselves from caring for others, even their own parents (Mark 7:11-12). God is
not pleased with tithes or gifts offered out of obligation or to satisfy the requirements of the law.
He loves cheerful givers (2 Corinthians 9:7) who give from their hearts.
God only wants the best for his people. He knows that we are enriched through our giving.
“One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty”
(Proverbs 11:24).
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8. Was the tithe in the Old Testament a voluntary contribution (Leviticus 27:30)? What about
today?
9. What difference does it make for the giver if the gift is given as a response to God’s love
rather than as a way of satisfying the law of God?

The Widow of Zarephath
Some time later the brook dried up because
there had been no rain in the land. Then the
word of the Lord came to [Elijah]: “Go at
once to Zarephath of Sidon and stay there. I
have commanded a widow in that place to
supply you with food.” So he went to
Zarephath. When he came to the town gate, a
widow was there gathering sticks. He called
to her and asked, “Would you bring me a
little water in a jar so I may have a drink?”
As she was going to get it, he called, “And
bring me, please, a piece of bread.”
“As surely as the Lord your God lives,” she
replied, “I don’t have any bread—only a handful of flour in a jar and a little oil in a jug. I
am gathering a few sticks to take home and make a meal for myself and my son, that we
may eat it—and die.”
Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid. Go home and do as you have said. But first make a
small cake of bread for me from what you have and bring it to me, and then make
something for yourself and your son. For this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says:
‘The jar of flour will not be used up and the jug of oil will not run dry until the day the
Lord gives rain on the land.’”
She went away and did as Elijah had told her. So there was food every day for Elijah and
for the woman and her family. For the jar of flour was not used up and the jug of oil did
not run dry, in keeping with the word of the Lord spoken by Elijah (1 Kings 17:9-16).
The widow of Zarephath was asked to provide nourishment to God’s messenger, Elijah, and, in
emptying her cupboards for him, offered us an example of true sacrificial giving. Doesn’t it seem
outrageous that this widow would respond to a complete stranger who says he is speaking the
word of the Lord? She did, though, and out of obedience to God, she outrageously gave the last
of her bread. Sacrificial giving of the last morsel of food is quite different from giving away
leftovers. Sacrificial giving occurs when we give away something we value or love to someone
we love even more. In spite of her great love for her son, she willingly sacrificed what would
prolong his life, because she wanted to obey God. God honored that obedience, and her flour and
oil did not run out. Because of her outrageous giving, she was able to experience God’s
miraculous provision for her and her family during the famine.
10. What does giving sacrificially mean?
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11. What did the widow receive because of her willingness to sacrifice?
12. The widow’s gift to Elijah was an act of faith. Discuss how outrageous giving is an act of
faith on the part of the giver. Where does faith come from? (Romans 10:17).

Gifts from King David
With all my resources I have provided for the temple of my God—gold for the gold work,
silver for the silver, bronze for the bronze, iron for the iron and wood for the wood, as
well as onyx for the settings, turquoise, stones of various colors, and all kinds of fine
stone and marble—all of these in large quantities. Besides, in my devotion to the temple
of my God I now give my personal treasures of gold and silver for the temple of my God,
over and above everything I have provided for this holy temple (1 Chronicles 29:2-3).
King David gave his personal fortune to the construction of God’s temple. Unlike many rich
people who allow money to become their treasure, David’s devotion was to God rather than his
money. He willingly gave a vast amount of gold and silver. After he had given his gifts, he
appealed to the people to give to the temple. David possibly had the wealth to complete the
temple himself, but we can assume he knew the importance of all people worshiping God
through their giving.
David acknowledged God’s ownership of his blessings and maintained a proper attitude
toward his material possessions. He realized that his riches were given to him only temporarily
and all that he had were gifts from God. David knew that God had blessed him so he could be a
blessing to the Lord and to others. His giving was far above what might be expected even from a
very rich man. His example of outrageous giving, flowing out of a grateful heart for all God’s
blessings to him and his family and his people, led to outrageous giving on the part of the leaders
of the people as well (1 Chronicles 29:6-8), and there was much rejoicing throughout the country
(1 Chronicles 29:9). Outrageous giving results in praise to God who makes it all possible (1
Chronicles 29:10-13).
13. What does David’s prayer on giving say to you (1 Chronicles 29:10-18)?
14. What responsibility do leaders in congregations have as far as their giving is concerned?

Wrapping Up
As stewards, our giving is an act of worship. When we give the first portion of the income
that we receive, God is glorified and honored. If we give as an afterthought or offer only our
leftovers, our giving dishonors him. When we give our firstfruits, we recognize God as the center
of our lives. Giving of our firstfruits also confirms that our material possessions do not possess
us.
Our giving represents who we are and is an outward expression of God’s grace in our lives.
God’s love and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit enable us to give. May God grant us the faith to
be outrageous givers and “Excel in the Grace of Giving.”

Prayer: Lord, we thank you for these wonderful stories in Scripture about people who showed
their love and commitment to you through their outrageous giving. Grant us also loving and
giving hearts so that we may glorify you through our generosity. Just as you want us to excel in
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faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in love, help us also to “Excel in the
Grace of Giving.” In your precious name we pray. Amen.
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Excel in the Grace of Giving
Bible Study 3

Giving Principles
Prayer: Lord, we thank you for these studies that have allowed us to focus on becoming people
who “Excel in the Grace of Giving.” We pray that you will transform us into people who give
generously to those in need and to help others hear the Good News of the Gospel. Bless us with
hearts that seek to please you. In your precious name we pray. Amen.

Introduction:
God sets no boundaries on his giving to us. In the
words of Martin Luther, “He richly and daily provides me
with all that I need to support this body and life.” (Martin
Luther’s Small Catechism). In response to God’s great
love for us and his bountiful gifts to us, we, in faith, share
with others the wealth he has given us. God uses us as
conduits of his love and his goodness so that no one has to
be in need. Paul said, “At the present time your plenty will
supply what they need, so that in turn their plenty will
supply what you need. Then there will be equality” (2
Corinthians 8:14). In this way, God is honored, our need to give is satisfied, and those in need
are provided for.
God gave his all … even the life of his own Son. What does he ask of us? How are we
expected to give? Scripture provides five significant principles of giving:
 Firstfruits
 Proportionate
 Cheerful
 Regular
 Sacrificial

Firstfruits
Firstfruits giving means that we give to God first rather than giving God the leftovers after
our own needs are met. When we give our firstfruits, no matter what the gift, we acknowledge
that God is first in our lives and that he is the giver and owner of all that we have. Firstfruits
giving expresses the special relationship that we have with Jesus Christ.
Firstfruits giving had its origin in the Old Testament. “Bring the best of the firstfruits of your
soil to the house of the Lord your God . . .” (Exodus 23:19), God commanded through Moses.
Because the culture in the Old Testament was agricultural, the people brought crops and animals
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for their firstfruits offerings. Acknowledging God as the owner of the harvest, Old Testament
believers returned to him their firstfruits.
The children of Israel were required to bring to the Lord their firstfruits. When the Lord is
honored, he promises to bless. “Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your
crops; then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine”
(Proverbs 3:9-10).
God informed Aaron that the priests and Levites and their families were to be cared for by
the firstfruits offerings from the people. “I give you all the finest olive oil and all the finest new
wine and grain they give the Lord as the firstfruits of their harvest. All the land’s firstfruits that
they bring to the Lord will be yours . . .” (Numbers 18:12-13).
God gave us his first and best when he gave his one and only Son who gave his best, his very
life, to win our salvation. As his people, we receive with gratitude and respond faithfully and
generously. We give our firstfruits, setting aside our offerings to the Lord first before fulfilling
our other obligations. Faith empowers us to give our firstfruits. When we give off the top as a
priority, we confirm our trust in him.
1. Read Genesis 4:2b-7. Why was God pleased with Abel’s gift and not with Cain’s?
2. Is it possible to say, “God is first in my life,” yet fail to give your firstfruits? Why or why
not?
3. As a Christian, how are you to view the money you have left after you give your firstfruits?
4. Who should receive your firstfruits?

Proportionate Giving
From the beginning, God has given us all we need for our physical and spiritual lives. God is
the creator, owner, and provider of all things. God gives us one hundred percent; we, on the other
hand, are called to return only a portion of our blessings to him. One of the first references in
Scripture (Genesis 14:17-20) to proportionate giving was when Abram gave Melchizedek, the
King of Salem, a tenth of his harvest. In Genesis 28:10-22, Jacob promised to give God a tenth.
Abram and Jacob gave the tenth before God commanded it in Leviticus 27:30: “A tithe of
everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the Lord;
it is holy to the Lord.”
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Two Old Testament prophets, Amos and Malachi, spoke strongly, although from different
perspectives, about the topic of giving one tenth of one’s harvest. In Amos 4:1-5 God harshly
criticized the people in Israel for their idolatry, immoral living, and oppression of the poor. They
loved the forms of religious ritual such as tithing, which they boasted about, but their hearts were
far from the Lord. The people of Israel incorrectly believed that, since they gave proportionately
from the harvests of their fields, they were entitled to live as they pleased. As we’ve learned,
God seeks our hearts first, in commitment and devotion, before we give our time and our
treasures.
The prophet Malachi admonished the people of Israel for dishonoring God by giving their
crippled and diseased animals. God is not honored when we give as an after-thought or when we
give things of no value. To help them return to the Lord, he told them of their need to repent.
This repentance would be evidenced by their willingness to obey God, including his command to
tithe (Malachi 3:6-12).
Proportionate or percentage giving gives all Christians an equal privilege and opportunity to
share in extending God’s kingdom. Since God blesses us in different ways and amounts, the
sizes of our gifts will vary, but God directs us all to give in proportion to our blessings. “For if
the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what
he does not have” (2 Corinthians 8:12). The person giving $100 from $1,000 of income is just as
faithful as someone giving $10,000 with earnings of $100,000. We can give proportionately
whether we are rich or poor.
We are able to give proportionately by faith. The proportionate percentage we give will be
determined more by our spiritual maturity than by our financial ability. To give generously is a
leap of faith, and it shows our trust in and dependence on the Lord.
What portion of your income does God want you to give?
Zacchaeus gave half his money to the poor (Luke 19:1-10), and the poor widow gave 100
percent to God (Luke 21:1-4) as did the widow of Zarepath (1 Kings 17:7-16). The portion of
income that God commanded people to give was the tithe (ten percent). Tithing is the practice of
honoring God with one-tenth (10 percent) of our incomes. Scripture makes the tithe a
benchmark, beginning with Abraham and continuing through the time of Jesus. When we tithe,
we recognize God’s lordship of our lives, and we acknowledge his ownership of all that we have.
Certainly we can honor and worship God even if we give less than the tithe as we give willingly
and cheerfully through faith. The tithe, however, is a meaningful benchmark and a Biblicallybased guide for our giving—a goal both to attain and surpass. A tithe is giving to God our best
and not our leftovers. The basic premise on which tithing is based is trust. Trusting that God will
provide for our needs makes it possible for us to tithe.
Is tithing relevant under grace?
In contrast to the Old Testament where tithing is often referenced, tithing is rarely mentioned
in the New Testament. In Matthew 23:23, Jesus, while not negating the importance of the tithe,
stressed that the inner motive is what matters, not the outward act. “Woe to you Pharisees,
because you give God a tenth of your mint, rue and all other kinds of garden herbs, but you
neglect justice and the love of God. You should have practiced the latter without leaving the
former undone.” Jesus condemns the Pharisees and their laws, because their hearts are not right.
Jesus affirms their practice of tithing but criticizes the hard attitude of their hearts.
While tithing is a God-pleasing practice, if it is not accompanied by a God-pleasing motive,
it ceases to be an offering that honors God. On the other hand, if we don’t honor God with our
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firstfruits and proportionate giving, is God in control? Does our giving reflect our trust that he
will provide? Is our giving reflecting the sincerity and earnestness of our faith (2 Corinthians
8:8)? God will continue to love us even if we don’t tithe. However, Scripture is clear about our
need to give generously, cheerfully, and not out of compulsion (2 Corinthians 9:7). God wants us
to experience the joy of giving and give as a meaningful part of our worship of Christ.

5. How did the disciples in Acts 11:27-30 react to
the needs of their brothers in Judea?
6. According to Deuteronomy 16:16-17, how were
the Israelites to appear before the Lord and what
were they to bring?
7. What are some major differences between giving
to a church budget and giving to the Lord?
8. In what ways has God blessed you? How are you
sharing those blessings with others?
9. Is tithing relevant today?

Cheerful Giving
God wants us to give cheerfully. 2 Corinthians 9:7 reads, “Each man should give what he has
decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver.” As we grow as disciples, as we understand more and more what God has done for us in
Christ, as we see that Jesus gave himself, we are prompted by the Holy Spirit to respond
cheerfully by sharing the resources that God has given us. When God’s people give faithfully
from willing and loving hearts, God is pleased, and we “Excel in the Grace of Giving.”

Regular Giving
In the Old Testament, God’s people gave as they harvested their crops and as new livestock
were born. They gave the first part of their crops and livestock trusting that God would bless
them with a good harvest and/or more animals. Today, most of us receive income weekly,
biweekly, or monthly. God wants us to give regularly of the money that we receive. Paul wrote:
“On the first day of each week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with
his income . . .” (1 Corinthians 16:2). God wants us to give on a regular basis. The tithe
incorporates regular giving as we give off the top or the first portion of the checks that we
receive.

Sacrificial Giving
Do you give less than you are capable, in proportion to your ability, or above? Our giving can
range from a token contribution at one end to giving sacrificially at the other. To give
sacrificially requires great devotion, commitment, and love. We could define sacrificial giving as
“giving something we love to something or someone we love even more.” We value our time
and money, and, when we give them to our churches for the work of the Lord, we demonstrate
our love for him.
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Giving sacrificially shows our willingness to rearrange our priorities. We may enjoy doing or
having something, but we are more willing to give to what we treasure the most, and that is
Jesus. In order to give sacrificially, we may have to change our lifestyles. We may drive less of a
car or live in less of a house. When we give sacrificially, we are willing to say “no” to things.
Christians who love the Lord may not perceive that they are giving sacrificially, because they
give naturally out of love for him.
The ultimate sacrifice was given on the Cross of Calvary. “God so loved the world that he gave
his one and only Son that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life” (John
3:16). None of our sacrifices will ever compare with what God did through Jesus on the Cross,
but they are still God-pleasing. The greatest gift that we could give is to love and serve him
faithfully with our whole beings. As the Apostle Paul wrote,
Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as
living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship.
Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will
is … his good, pleasing and perfect will (Romans 12:1-2).
10. When you think of a “cheerful giver,” who comes to mind? How was that person enabled to
give cheerfully?
11. Is there such a thing as a “habit of giving?” Is this kind of habit good or bad? Why?
12. If you were to give a sacrificial gift or live a sacrificial lifestyle, what would you give/give
up?

Excel in the Grace of Giving
In his letter to the church in Corinth, the Apostle Paul wrote, “But just as you excel in
everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us—
see that you also excel in this grace of giving” (2 Corinthians 8:7). Paul is seeking the generosity
of the people in Corinth for the distressed Christians in Jerusalem. He wants them, as he wants
us, to “Excel in the Grace of Giving.”
In 2 Corinthians 8:7, Paul included giving alongside excelling in faith, speech, knowledge,
and complete earnestness in your love. Giving is not an afterthought. Paul didn’t say that if we
have love and faith, we can ignore the part about giving. Unfortunately, some Christians choose
6

to live their lives as if they are in a buffet line in a cafeteria where they can pick and choose how
they will serve the Lord. In a skewed way, it’s as if they are saying that they want God to provide
them with the ability to excel in faith and love, but they don’t seek God’s grace of giving. As our
faith matures through Word and Sacrament, we will seek God’s presence in every area of our
lives, including the area of our finances. Because of God’s grace and love, we are compelled to
give. Love motivates us to be givers rather than takers. Giving puts our love into action.
Because of God’s love and grace, we have a relationship with him. That relationship affects
every aspect of life such as our politics, how we raise our children, our views on the
environment, how we handle our money, and certainly our giving. Through God’s grace, our
hearts and attitudes will change.
From:
Got to (law)
Have to (obligation)
To:
Want to (grace)
Get to (freedom)
If God’s people did “Excel in the Grace of Giving,” we wouldn’t have churches that
continually fall short of their budgets, we wouldn’t have missionaries who lack funding, and we
wouldn’t have Districts that lacked funds to go where mission opportunities exist. If God’s
people excelled in the grace of giving, we wouldn’t be reading quotes in secular magazines such
as this one in Kiplinger’s Personal Money Magazine, which reads,
America is richer than ever before, but many of its churches are operating on a shoestring.
Contributions have declined steadily as a percentage of members’ income for 26 years. Budgets
are tight, expenses are up, and penny-pinching has left pastors and lay leaders weary and worn
down. While parishioners have seen impressive gains in their discretionary income, churches’
share of that wealth is diminishing.
God’s grace changes everything. Good stewardship and giving come from Christians who are
studying God’s Word and growing spiritually. Only as the Holy Spirit changes our minds and
hearts through reading and applying God’s Word will we adopt God’s way of giving and “Excel
in the Grace of Giving.”
May God’s blessings be with you as you strive, with God’s strength, to please him by excelling
in the grace of giving.
Prayer: Lord, in this study and the past studies, we have read and studied your Word as it
pertains to our need as your people to give faithfully and generously. Help us to “Excel in the
Grace of Giving” so we can be the vessels that you want us to be. We thank you for your
promise always to love us and equip us to be your stewards. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.
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Excel in the Grace of Giving
Bible Study Answer Guide
Bible Study 2: Outrageous Giving
Page 3 (Gift of Jesus)
1. “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). This is why God sent us his son.
In addition to living the perfect life in our place and shedding his blood to cleanse us from sin
and give us salvation, Jesus went about preaching, teaching, and healing during his time on
Earth. Through Scripture, which records those acts of Jesus, we learn what our mission on
Earth is to be.
2. Personal response. Thinking about what Jesus has done for us, how can we do anything but
fall before him in humble adoration and thanks! Jesus’ sacrifice means everything, for
without it, we are doomed to eternity apart from God.
3. In the Explanation to the Third Article of the Apostles Creed, we confess that we can do
nothing by ourselves. We can’t even believe of our own accord. Our faith is God’s gifts to us
by the working of his Spirit through Word and Sacrament. How much more, then, could we
please God by any works we do? According to Hebrews 11:6, we cannot please God apart
from faith in him. Isaiah 64:6 bluntly sates, “All our righteous acts are like filthy rages.” We
can’t do one paltry good work apart from God’s grace, much less excel in the grace of
giving.
4. Personal response.
Page 4 (Abraham’s Gift of Isaac: Genesis 22:1-18)
5. By putting Abraham to the extreme test of sacrificing his son, God proved his faithfulness to
Abraham. This test of faith further solidified Abraham’s trust in God.
6. Personal response.
7. Genesis 22:16-18 – God did not require Abraham to carry out the sacrifice his beloved son,
Isaac, and made Abraham the father of the nation of Israel as well as ancestor of the Savior.
Abraham’s descendants would take possession of their enemies’ lands, and, through them,
because of Abraham’s obedience, all nations would be blessed (Genesis 22:17). Abraham is
also honored by having his name listed in the “Faith Chapter” (Hebrews 11).
Page 5 (Offerings for the Tabernacle: Exodus 25:1, 8-9; 36:4-7)
8. Leviticus 27:30 – “A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit
from the trees, belongs to the Lord; it is holy to the Lord.” This was the law for the people of
Israel, who also generously gave offerings over and above the requirement of the tithe.
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9. If one gives only to satisfy the law, he gives the very least amount he can give, and he has no
joy of giving and receives no blessing from it. Those who give in response to what God has
given, particularly his love poured out unconditionally and unreservedly, give
wholeheartedly, with joy and eagerness. Those people find Jesus’ statement, “It is better to
give than to receive” (Acts 20:35), to be true in their lives.
Page 5-6 (Widow of Zarephath: 1 Kings 17:9-16)
10. Personal response. Sacrificial giving means giving up something that is dear to you for
something that in even dearer. It means giving something that will cause hardship to yourself.
11. 1 Kings 17:9-16 – The Widow of Zarephath, along with her son, received physical life,
because her supply of flour and oil did not run out. Probably she became a believer and
received eternal life with Jesus as well.
12. Personal response. Outrageous giving can occur only when the giver is confident that his
needs will be met, that God’s strength is sufficient, that he is acting according to the Lord’s
will. Thus, his faith is in God, not in himself.
Romans 10:17 – Faith comes from hearing the Word of Christ.
Page 6 (Gifts from King David: 1 Chronicles 29:10-13)
13. 1 Chronicles 29:10-18 – Personal response. In this prayer, David praised the Lord for his
greatness, power, glory, majesty, and splendor, and confessed that God is the owner of
everything in Heaven and in Earth. The gifts we give are only a return to the one from whom
they came! We are nothing but strangers and aliens in this world who are privileged to be
allowed to offer our meager gifts to the Lord of the universe. David also asked God to keep
the desire to give strong in the hearts of the people.
14. Personal response. If we apply the importance of David’s giving to the giving of his people,
we will agree that the giving of leaders in the congregation is very important to the
congregants. Leaders should not ask others to do what they themselves are unwilling to do,
and they should set the example (as did King David).
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Excel in the Grace of Giving
Bible Study Answer Guide
Bible Study 3: Giving Principles
Page 3 (Firstfruits)
1. Genesis 4:2b-7 – “. . . Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil . . . but Abel brought the fat
portions from some of the firstborn of his flock . . . “God was pleased that Abel brought the
first and best but displeased that Cain brought only his leftovers. Giving is an indication of
the spiritual condition of the heart, and Cain’s reluctant giving indicated a heart not wholly in
tune with God.
2. Personal response. It doesn’t seem so. We will devote our time, energy, and money to those
things we value the most. If God is not receiving priority in those areas, it belies our
statement that God is first in our lives.
3. All we have is God’s – our tithes and offerings and the money that remains after those are
given. Therefore, we should be good stewards of that portion of the income that remains,
using it for God’s glory and the good of his people.
4. Our firstfruit offerings should go to God through our respective churches who use it to carry
out mission and ministry for the sake of the Gospel.
Page 5 (Proportionate Giving)
5. Acts 11:27-30 – Each of the disciples gave according to his ability to help those affected by
the famine in Judea.
6. Deuteronomy 16:16-17 – Each man was to appear before God three times a year and never to
come empty-handed. Each was to bring a gift according to his ability.
7. Giving to a church budget really limits giving, for when everything is paid for (Wouldn’t that
be nice!), there is no longer a need to give. Giving in this way is like paying club dues or
paying a fee for services rendered.
Giving to the Lord, on the other hand, is a joyous, ongoing activity born out of love for our
Savior who first loved us.
8. Personal response.
9. Tithing is relevant today. While we don’t give a tithe to fulfill the Law, we can use the tithe
as a benchmark, a goal, or a starting point for our giving.
Page 6 Cheerful, Regular, and Sacrificial Giving)
10. Personal response.
11. Personal response.
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Habits, as we know, can be good or bad, and even good habits can have their disadvantages.
With that in mind, let us say that it is good for us to develop a habit of giving. When we are
in the habit of giving, our giving tends to follow 1 Corinthians 16:2 in being intentional,
regular, and proportionate. Therefore, we are not forgetting to bring our offerings, we are not
haphazard in our giving, and we are not giving God our leftovers.
At the same time, we do not want our giving to become so routine that we offer our gifts
absent-mindedly, for, after all, God desires the giver, not just the gifts. We want to bring our
whole beings to the Lord – our time, our talents, our treasures, our minds, our strength, our
all.
12. Personal response.
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