Excel in the
Grace of Giving!
Bible Studies

“But just as you excel in everything … in faith, in speech, in
knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us … see
that you also excel in this grace of giving” (2 Corinthians 8:7).
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Excel in the Grace of Giving
Bible Study 1

Why Christians Give
Prayer: Good and gracious heavenly Father, thank you for your great generosity toward us.
Each and every day, we awaken to your wonderful love, mercy, and grace. We especially thank
you for your most indescribable gift, the gift of your Son, Jesus, who, “though he was rich, yet
for [our] sakes became poor, so that [we] through his poverty might become rich” (2
Corinthians 8:9). We ask for your blessings on this study as we discuss “Why Christians Give.”
Help us to “Excel in the Grace of Giving.” In your precious name we pray. Amen.

Because God is a Giving God
By nature, God is a loving and a giving God. God’s character is to give. Our heavenly Father
loves us so much that he holds nothing back from us. “He who did not spare his own Son, but
gave him up for us all—how will he not also,
along with him, graciously give us all things?”
(Romans 8:32). To give and to keep on giving is
the essential nature of God, who is love.
God’s love was first given to us at creation,
and it continues today. “Every good and perfect
gift is from above, coming down from the Father
of the heavenly lights. . .” (James 1:17). All that
we are, have, and hope to be are gifts from God.
Our God is a loving God. The very center of the
Gospel is God’s love for us. “For God so loved
the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life” (John 3:16). We are the Lord’s
through creation and redemption. God has given
us life today and the promise of future life with
him in heaven.
God is the provider and, therefore, the owner of all things. Acknowledging God’s ownership
is the basic principle for Christian giving. David said, “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in
it, the world, and all who live in it” (Psalm 24:1). When we give our gifts to God as grateful and
faithful stewards, we are returning to him what he has already given to us. Paul asks in 1
Corinthians 4:7, “What do you have that you did not receive?” Think about the myth of the
“self-made” man who has “pulled himself up by his bootstraps.” He thinks, “Everything is
mine.” How did he acquire his gifts and talents, his health and ingenuity? Who provided the
resources and opportunities for his success? In Deuteronomy 8:18, we read, “But remember the
Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth . . .” As God’s stewards,
we acknowledge that all of our blessings come from the hand of God. If we fail to acknowledge
2

God’s ownership, we are liable to become proud in our hearts, forgetting that all of life is by
God’s grace.
As we return to God a portion of what he has already given us, he gives even more back to
us. We can never out-give God. God doesn’t need what we are able to give, but he allows us the
privilege of being channels of his giving to others. In his infinite wisdom, God establishes giving
as a means of developing a relationship with and connectedness to him. Our refusal to give can
be an obstacle to the developing of that relationship, a deterrent to our spiritual growth. Jesus
warned, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21). When our
treasure is earthly wealth, our hearts will be pulled away from God and centered on selfish
desires. Gone is God as our treasure, and gone is the joy that cheerful givers experience.
Our giving, when done without reservation, has its source in God, who himself gave
unreservedly. God, abiding in us, enables us to “Excel in the Grace of Giving,” for, through
Christ, we have his very nature, a giving nature. His love for us and within us opens our clenched
fists and breaks down our natural desire to put ourselves first. Then we can experience the joy of
giving and honor our Lord as we give him our first and best.

Because Jesus is a Giving Lord
Jesus has the same character of giving as his heavenly Father. “Grace and peace to you from
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins to rescue us from the
present evil age, according to the will of our God
and Father, to whom be glory for ever and
ever. Amen” (Galatians 1:3-4). Jesus gave up so
much when he came to live among us. In
heaven, Jesus had glory and honor, but, out of
obedience to his Father and his love for us, he
was willing to endure ridicule and humiliation.
“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your
sakes he became poor, so that you through his
poverty might become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9).
Paul wrote about Christ’s humiliation:
Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: who, being in very nature God, did
not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the
very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a
man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death—even death on a cross! (Philippians
2:5-8).
Our free gift of forgiveness of sins and eternal life cost Jesus his life. “Greater love has no
one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:13). Because of his great love for
us, he willingly suffered and died on our behalf. Christ made us righteous in the sight of God.
When we give faithfully, we express our thanks and gratitude for our new lives in Jesus. We give
to worship and glorify him. Jesus said, “Freely you have received, freely give” (Matthew 10:8).
Our giving is a response to the awesome love shown to us on the cross. Our grateful hearts
cannot help but respond in this way to Christ for what he did for us. How are you doing in
reflecting your love for Christ?
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Because the Holy Spirit Gives
When Jesus spoke to his disciples about his death, resurrection, and ascension, he assured
them they would not be left alone. “And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Counselor to be with you forever” (John 14:16). Through the Holy Spirit who comes to live
within us at Baptism, we are enabled to say, “Jesus is Lord” (1 Corinthians 12:3). It is through
the work of the Holy Spirit that we are given the gift of faith. He is the one who gives spiritual
discernment which enables us to understand the things of God. “The man without the Spirit does
not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he
cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned” (1 Corinthians 2:14). The Holy
Spirit will give us insight and teachings that by ourselves we can’t comprehend (John 14:26).
By faith, the Holy Spirit continues his work of sanctification in us to renew our whole lives,
giving us the desire to develop attitudes and live lives that are pleasing to God. The Holy Spirit
molds and transforms us into giving Christians. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, we
become more like Jesus. As children of God who belong to him, we “Excel in the Grace of
Giving.” Power, success, recognition, and money are less important. The Holy Spirit empowers
us to release the grip that money may have on us. Jesus said, “No one can serve two masters.
Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the
other. You cannot serve both God and Money” (Matthew 6:24). The Holy Spirit enables us to
choose God over money.
1. How has God demonstrated his loving and giving nature?
2. How has Jesus demonstrated his loving and giving nature?
3. How has the Holy Spirit demonstrated his loving and giving nature?
4. What would your giving look like if you truly reflected the love you have for Christ?
5. How can the lack of giving be an obstacle to your spiritual growth?
6. According to Colossians 3:17, how are you to give?

The Apostle Paul Teaches and Encourages Stewardship
After his conversion on the road to Damascus, Paul lived the faithful and fruitful life of a
giving steward. Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, he had much to say in his letters about
the giving aspect of stewardship. His writings help shape our thoughts and attitudes regarding
stewardship.
Paul’s Challenge to Christian Stewards
In 1 Corinthians 16:2, Paul challenges us to be responsible as givers. “On the first day of
every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving
it up, so that when I come no collection will have to be made” (1 Corinthians 16:2). This verse
makes the following three points:
 We are called to give regularly, “on the first day of every week.” Our giving is not to be done
haphazardly.
 “Each one of [us] is called to give.” It is imperative for all of us to give regardless of our
financial situations.
 The amount we give is to be “in keeping with [our] income[s].” We are to give as we are
blessed. A proportion of our incomes is to be given for the Lord’s work.
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Paul’s Warnings about the Love of Money
In 1 Timothy, Paul warned his friend Timothy about the consequences of loving money:
People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and
harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a
root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and
pierced themselves with many griefs (1 Timothy 6:9-10).
Paul warned Timothy about the danger of money becoming a person’s security and god. If
we are obsessed with money, it becomes our love and treasure, and our thoughts and activities
will become occupied with having more of it. When money has a hold on us, it is difficult to give
money to God and others because we would rather hoard it than give it. We can confront
money’s power to possess us by giving it away freely and cheerfully. Then we will see money as
a tool that God gives us to provide for our needs and for the help and support of others who are
in need.
7. What giving points are made in 1 Corinthians
16:2?
8. How does today’s consumerism impede your
giving?
9. Read Philippians 4:10-13. How do you define
contentment?
10. How do you know if money is more important to
you than it should be?
11. Read Luke 12:13-21. Why was the wealthy farmer
called a Rich Fool?
Paul’s Stewardship Teachings in 2 Corinthians 8 and 9
In these two chapters, Paul is writing to the church in Corinth about an offering for the
needy in Jerusalem. Being aware that the Jerusalem Christians were in great need, Paul was
encouraging the Corinthians to give generously to them. The Corinthians had started their
collection of money, but they had not completed it. Paul did not command the Corinthians to
give, but he reminded them of the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. We find a number of principles
for giving in these two chapters.

Chapter 8:
Verses 1-2:

God’s grace changes hearts. Paul told the Corinthians that the Macedonians,
through the grace of God, had given generously to the needy Christians in
Jerusalem. In the midst of “their extreme poverty,” the Macedonians still gave
generously. Paul wanted the Corinthians to see that the same grace of giving
given to the Macedonians was given to them through God’s Son, Jesus. As the
Macedonians gave in “overflowing joy,” so could the Corinthians, because
God’s grace changes people from their natural selfishness into people who
“Excel in the Grace of Giving.”

Verse 3:

We are to give according to (at times beyond) what we have. The Macedonians
gave much more than was expected because they gave “beyond their ability.”
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As God prospers us, we are called to give as he blesses us, and, perhaps at
times, even beyond our human ability. God blesses us so we can be a blessing
to others.
Verses 4-5:

It is self-giving before it is money giving. “They (Macedonians) gave
themselves first to the Lord.” This is the underlying principle of all Christian
giving. The giving of ourselves makes our gifts acceptable to God. Our giving
to others and for others is the loving response of a surrendered heart. When God
is first, we will seek his will and guidance. The affliction and poverty of the
Macedonians did not stop them from giving. Like the Macedonians, we can
“Excel in the Grace of Giving.”

Verses 6-7:

God enriches us for our “acts of grace.” God grants his love, faith, and grace
which transform us into generous people. God’s grace is seen in our selfless
generosity. Paul encouraged the Corinthians to “excel in this grace of giving”
just as they had excelled “in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete
earnestness and in [their] love for [Paul and Silas].”

Verses 8-9:

Love is faith put into action. Giving demonstrates our love for the Lord and
others. God continually invites us to put our faith and trust in him into action.
The Gospel frees us to give joyfully and generously. Giving has been referred to
by some as the “acid test” of our love. Giving tests “the sincerity of your love by
comparing it with the earnestness of others.” Jesus put his love into action by
emptying himself on the cross, that “through his poverty [we] might become
rich.” We give because God has given so much to us.

Verse 11:

We need to follow through. Paul encouraged the Corinthians to finish the work
(giving) that they had started the previous year. In the same way, we need to
follow through with our commitments.

Verse 12:

We give according to what we have. We can only give from the blessings we
receive.

Verses 13-15:

We give to meet the needs of others. Paul saw giving as an important task to
help others. Out of love for the Lord, we are to give freely from the blessings
God has given us. Our surplus gives us an opportunity to help those in need so
that, in turn, their plenty will be a help to us. Giving to the needy helps to
develop equality.

Chapter 9:
Verses 3-5:

Preparation is important for giving. Paul wanted the Corinthians to be prepared
to present funds already collected for the Christians in Jerusalem. As Christians,
we are to be wise and prudent in our financial affairs so we are prepared and
able to give. The wise management of money helps us to be in better financial
positions to be generous givers.

Verse 6:

We reap what we sow. In all areas of life including our giving, we reap what we
sow. If we give faithfully and generously, we will receive much (spiritually).

Verse 7:

God wants us to give freely and cheerfully. “God loves a cheerful giver,” and
cheerful givers love God. We are not to give grudgingly or out of compulsion,
but cheerfully. Our giving is a privilege. When our attitudes about giving are
changed from a “got to” to a “get to” attitude, God is honored, and we will be
blessed.
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Verses 8-11:

God’s grace enables our giving, and he promises to supply our gifts to give.
God’s grace can change our hearts so we will abound in generous deeds. When
we give in the Lord’s name, we will receive God’s supply so that we will have
what God wants us to give. God will not only supply our needs, but the means
to do his work as well. We are only the vessels through which he will give. God
uses us to supply the needs of his people and extend his kingdom. Our giving,
done in God’s name, brings glory to our heavenly Father.

Verse 12:

Our giving supplies the needs of God’s people. Generous giving helps other
Christians in need and brings praise to God. Giving through our churches not
only helps provide the needs of Christians, but enables the spread of the Gospel
so that others may know the love of God in Christ for them.

Verse 15:

God’s most indescribable gift is the reason for our giving. God gave us his own
Son. Christian giving is our response of gratitude for God’s wonderful gift.

12. The Macedonians are evidence that hard times are not barriers to giving. Why were the
Macedonians able to give so much?
13. Share a time when you experienced the joy of giving. What were the circumstances?
14. When deciding what to give, why is it so important to think about the proportion of your gift,
compared to what you have, rather than the actual amount of the gift?
15. In what way does giving indicate the spiritual condition of your heart?
16. Is comparing your gift to someone else’s a good idea? Why or why not?

God's Blessings through Giving
God loves and gives to all people, but,
through our faithful and generous giving, we are
blessed even more. As we give to others, we
experience one of the true joys of being
Christians. Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give
than to receive” (Acts 20:35). The blessings we
receive from God as a result of our generosity are
much greater than anything we can give to him.
What God seeks from us is that we act justly and
humbly before him and show mercy to others
(Micah 6:8). God doesn’t need our gifts, but he
asks us to give them. God says, “I have no need
of a bull from your stall or of goats from your pens,
for every animal of the forest is Mine, and the cattle on a thousand hills” (Psalms 50:9-10). He
accepts and uses them and gives us joy in sharing them.

Consequences of Not Giving
Our study has given evidence of the joy that comes from giving, but Scripture makes it clear
as well that there are consequences when we refuse to share our blessings with others. "If a man
shuts his ears to the cry of the poor, he too will cry out and not be answered" (Proverbs 21:13).
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Just as generosity is the path to blessing, selfishness brings sorrow. "One man gives freely, yet
gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty" (Proverbs 11:24). The things
we try to achieve through the hoarding of our money – security and wealth – ironically are what
we lose! What a paradox that, when we give, we receive, but when we grasp, what we hold is
taken from us. "He who gives to the poor will lack nothing, but he who closes his eyes to them
receives many curses" (Proverbs 28:27).
17. Read Acts 4:32-37. Why was Barnabas called the "Son of Encouragement"?
18. Read Proverbs 3:9-10.
What kind of blessings are promised for giving?
Should you expect this type of blessing for giving?
Is it wrong to give with the hope of receiving?
19. What consequences for not giving are spelled out in Proverbs 11:24; 21:13; 28:27?
Prayer: Lord, thank you for this study on giving. Thank you for your generosity toward us.
Please grant us loving and generous hearts that seek to “Excel in the Grace of Giving.” Help us
to place our trust in you and let all that we do give you honor and glory. In Christ’s name we
pray. Amen.
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Excel in the Grace of Giving
Bible Study Answer Guide
Bible Study 1: Why Christians Give
Page 4 (Because God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit is a Giving God)
1. The supreme manifestation of God’s love for us was to give his one and only Son (John 3:16;
Romans 5:8). In addition God has created all there is for our use and enjoyment. He
continues to provide for all our bodily needs as well as for our greatest need, forgiveness of
sins and restoration to himself. (See Luther’s Small Catechism – First Article of the Creed
and its Explanation.)
2. Jesus, God’s son, has demonstrated his love for us by leaving his Father’s side, leaving the
glories of Heaven, putting aside his divinity, and becoming one of us in order that he might
redeem us from sin, death, and the power of the devil (Philippians 2:6-8). (See Luther’s
Small Catechism – Second Article of the Creed and its Explanation.)
3. The Holy Spirit, proceeding from the Father and the Son, works in and through Word and
Sacrament (Baptism and the Lord’s Supper) to give and keep us strong in the one true faith.
It is he who gives us understanding into spiritual things (John 14:26). (See Luther’s Small
Catechism – Third Article of the Creed and its Explanation.)
4. Personal response. Certainly our first priority would be tithes and offerings to our churches,
along with gifts to those in need. Material things would hold a place of less importance to us.
5. Our dependence on money to supply our needs to provide us with security displaces our
reliance on God. When we place our confidence in our wealth and/or possessions, we sense
no need for God; thus we have no relationship with him, and our spiritual growth is impeded,
if not stifled. As we trust God for all our needs, he proves his faithfulness to us, and we grow
in spiritual depth.
6. Colossians 3:17 – All we do, including giving, is to be done in the name of the Lord with
thankful hearts.
Page 5 (Teaching of the Apostle Paul)
7. 1 Corinthians 16:2 –
Regularly: “on the first day of every week”
YOU are to give : “each one of you”
Intentionally: “set aside . . . saving it up”
Proportionately: “a sum of money in keeping with [your] income”
8. Personal response. The things considered necessities today were luxuries yesterday and
unheard of in the past generation. We are bombarded with messages from the media and our
friends and neighbors that we must have these things. We choose, then, to spend our money
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on our own perceived needs and give God what is left over, if anything is. We don’t give,
because we are caught up in the frenzy to get.
9. Philippians 4:10-13 – Personal response. People on both extremes of the financial
circumstance can experience discontent. Those who have little may strive to have more
money, a bigger house (or a house at all!), a newer car; John D. Rockefeller, one of the
wealthiest persons of his time, when asked how much was enough, said, “Just a little more.”
This was not the case with Paul. He was okay when he was in need, and he was okay when
he had plenty. He neither coveted nor hoarded. Why? Because he found his all-in-all to be
Jesus. He had LEARNED that secret, and so can we!
Contentment does not mean apathy or laziness. It means we are satisfied with the work and
position God gives us in life as, by his grace, we strive to use his gifts to glorify him and
extend his kingdom.
10. When money assumes too great importance in our lives, we will depend on it. Our thoughts
will be consumed with acquiring more, and we will be reluctant to give.
11. Luke 12:13-21 – The wealthy farmer was a Rich Fool because he made fatal decisions. He
was proud of himself for all he’d acquired, giving no credit to God, and selfish, hoarding his
wealth instead of sharing. He put all his eggs in the basket of financial security, and, when
God took him from this life, he found his basket had broken.
Page 7 (Teaching of the Apostle Paul continued)
12. The Macedonians had first given themselves to God (2 Corinthians 8:5). Since he was first in
their lives, they had no fear of being in need, knowing God would care for their needs.
13. Personal experience.
14. The Apostle Paul wrote, “For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to
what on has, not according to what he does not have” (2 Corinthians 8:12). While giving is
very important, so is the spirit in which the gift is given. Here Paul uses the word “willing”;
in chapter 9:7 he writes, “God loves a cheerful giver.” It is undoubtedly more difficult to
give a tithe from a $30,000 annual income than from a $300,000 income. Unfortunately, as
our incomes rise, often our perceived needs rise as well, and we still struggle to give
proportionately.
15. Where we give our money indicates what is important to us. If all our expenditures are for
personal needs/wants, it is evident that we are putting ourselves first. It is also obvious that
thankfulness to God for all he has given is absent from our hearts. Giving to our churches and
sharing, even sacrificing, our resources with others indicates that we have a love for God that
finds expression in helping and giving to others. While giving does not prove that we are
spiritually grounded, lack of giving does show that we are not storing up treasures in Heaven
(Matthew 6:21).
16. Personal response.
Jesus said, “But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right
hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done
in secret, will reward you” (Matthew 6:3-4. See also verses 1-2.).
Sometimes discovering what someone else is giving, especially if that person is giving
sacrificially, we can be motivated to greater giving. It can be dangerous, though, if the
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motive is impure (Acts 5:1-10). If we find that others are giving less, we can rationalize that
we, too, can be less generous.
It seems that Jesus’ admonition is a safe one to follow.
Page 8 (God’s Blessings through Giving/Consequences of Not giving)
17. Acts 4:32-37 – In this account we read that Barnabas sold a field and gave the proceeds to the
new church. This was an encouragement to the new believers, but he already had the
nickname “Son of Encouragement.” His reputation had already been made by the time we
first meet him on the pages of Scripture.
In Acts 9:27 we read about how Barnabas brought Paul before the apostles, recounted Paul’s
conversion experience to them, and convinced the apostles to accept Paul as one of them.
Later on, in Acts 15:36-39, we learn that Barnabas risked his partnership in the Gospel with
Paul in order to give Mark (also called John) a second chance. He was still encouraging then.
18. Proverbs 3:9-10 –
Material blessings are promised.
No. This promise does not necessarily mean that we will receive in kind in every instance
where we give.
We should give unconditionally without expectation of receiving anything in return. (See
Luke 14:12-13.) All we give is a response to God’s love for us, the unlovable and
undeserving.
19. Being stingy hurts people. Scripture references poverty, cries not being answered, and curses.
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