THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
Morning Worship – 10:00 a.m.
March 27, 2022
Silent prayer for use in preparation for worship:
O God Almighty, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Grant us, we pray, to be
grounded and settled in Your truth by the coming down of the Holy Spirit into
our hearts. That which we know not, reveal; that which is wanting in us, fill
up; that which we know, confirm; and keep us blameless in Your service;
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.
A Prayer of Clement of Rome (@ 90 A.D.)
PRELUDE

Priere a Notre Dame

Léon Boëllmann

John Black, Organ
Be Still My Soul

arr. Edwin Childs

Alexandra Nichols, Violin
Text by Kathrina von Schlegel; translated by Jane Borthwick
Be still, my soul: The Lord is on thy side; bear patiently thy cross of grief or pain.
Leave to thy God to order and provide; In ev’ry change He faithful will remain.
Be still, my soul: Thy best, thy heav’nly Friend Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.
Be still, my soul: Thy God doth undertake To guide the future as he has the past.
Thy hope, thy confidence let nothing shake; All now mysterious shall be bright at last.
Be still, my soul: The waves and winds still know His voice who ruled them while he dwelt
below.
Be still, my soul: The hour is hast’ning on When we shall be forever with the Lord,
When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, Sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored.
Be still, my soul: When change and tears are past, All safe and blessed we shall meet at last.
INTROIT

Children of the Heavenly Father

arr. D. E. Wagner

Handbell Choir
Text by Carolina Sandell; translated by Ernst W. Olson
Children of the heav’nly Father safely in His bosom gather;
Nestling bird nor star in heaven such a refuge e’er was given.
God His own doth tend and nourish; in His holy courts they flourish.
From all evil things He spares them; in His mighty arms He bears them.
Neither life nor death shall ever from the Lord His children sever;
Unto them His grace He showeth, and their sorrows all He knoweth.
Though He giveth or He taketh, God His children ne’er forsaketh;
His the loving purpose solely to preserve them pure and holy.

*CALL TO WORSHIP / PRAYER OF ADORATION

from Psalm 139

How precious to us are Your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of
them!

SCRIPTURE READINGS

A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN

WERE WE TO COUNT THEM, THEY WOULD OUTNUMBER THE GRAINS
OF SAND.

*HYMN

Search us, O God, and know our hearts; test us and know our anxious
thoughts.

SERMON

SEE IF THERE IS ANY OFFENSIVE WAY IN US, AND LEAD US IN THE WAY
EVERLASTING!

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

*HYMN

We Come, O Christ, to Thee

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (first silently, then in unison):
LORD

OUR GOD, WONDERFUL IN YOUR ETERNAL GLORY, YOU ARE THE HELP
OF ALL WHO FLEE TO YOU, AND THE HOPE OF THOSE WHO CRY TO YOU.
CLEANSE US FROM OUR SINS, SECRET AND OPEN, AND FROM EVERY THOUGHT
DISPLEASING TO YOU. CLEANSE OUR HEARTS, OUR SOULS, OUR BODIES, SO
THAT WITH PURITY AND CONFIDENCE IN YOUR PERFECT LOVE WE MAY,
WITHOUT FEAR, MAKE OUR PRAYERS TO YOU THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR
LORD, AMEN. A prayer of Basil of Caesarea, 329-379

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
*GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, amen.
ANTHEM

If My People Will Pray

arr. Keith Christopher

Text by James Owens
Adapted from II Chronicles 7:14
If My people, which are called by My name,
Shall humble themselves, shall humble themselves and pray;
If My people which are called by My name,
Shall seek My face and turn from their wicked ways;
Then will I hear from heaven, Then will I hear from heaven,
Then will I hear and will forgive, forgive their sin.
If My people, which are called by My name,
Shall humble themselves, shall humble themselves and pray;
I will forgive their sin, I will forgive their sin,
I will forgive their sin, and heal their land.

II Corinthians 5:16-21
Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

How Blest is He Whose Trespass
THE LOST AND FOUND
adapted from Philippians 2:5-11

CHRIST JESUS, THOUGH HE WAS BY VERY NATURE GOD, DID NOT CONSIDER
EQUALITY WITH GOD A THING TO BE GRASPED, BUT EMPTIED HIMSELF BY
TAKING THE FORM OF A SERVANT, BEING BORN IN HUMAN LIKENESS. AND BEING
FOUND IN HUMAN FORM, HE HUMBLED HIMSELF AND BECAME OBEDIENT TO THE
POINT OF DEATH, EVEN DEATH ON A CROSS. THEREFORE GOD HAS HIGHLY
EXALTED HIM AND GIVEN HIM THE NAME THAT IS ABOVE EVERY NAME, SO THAT
AT THE NAME OF JESUS EVERY KNEE SHOULD BOW, IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH
AND UNDER THE EARTH, AND EVERY TONGUE CONFESS THAT JESUS CHRIST IS
LORD, TO THE GLORY OF GOD THE FATHER. AMEN.
INTERCESSORY PRAYERS AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
OUR FATHER, WHO ART IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE THY NAME. THY
KINGDOM COME, THY WILL BE DONE, ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN. GIVE
US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD, AND FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES AS WE
FORGIVE THOSE WHO TRESPASS AGAINST US; AND LEAD US NOT INTO
TEMPTATION, BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL. FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM
AND THE POWER AND THE GLORY FOREVER, AMEN.
OFFERING
Offertory

Amazing Grace

arr. Albin Whitworth

*Doxology
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost!
*Prayer of Dedication
*HYMN

Rock of Ages

*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Toccata in d minor
*(the people standing, as able)

Gaston Bélier

Luke 15:1-3, 11-32
Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus.
But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes
sinners and eats with them.” Then Jesus told them this parable:
***
“There was a man who had two sons. The younger one said to his father,
‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between
them. Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a
distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. After he had
spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he
began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that
country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. He longed to fill his stomach
with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.”
“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired
servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! I will set out
and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against
heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make
me like one of your hired servants.’ So he got up and went to his father.”
“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with
compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed
him. The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against
you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’”
“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on
him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened calf
and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. For this son of mine was dead
and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate.”
“Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house,
he heard music and dancing. So he called one of the servants and asked him
what was going on. “Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has
killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’”

II Corinthians 5:16-21
So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in
this way, we do so no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has
passed away; behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who reconciled us to Himself through
Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to Himself in
Christ, not counting men’s sins against them. And He has committed to us the message of
reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making His appeal
through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. For our sake He made Him
to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.

“The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out
and pleaded with him. But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve
been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave
me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. But when this
son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home,
you kill the fattened calf for him!’
“‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is
yours. But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours
was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’”

GREENWOOD COMMUNITY CHURCH, PRESBYTERIAN
805 MAIN AVENUE
WARWICK, RHODE ISLAND 02886
March 27, 2022
WE WELCOME all who are worshiping in our sanctuary today;
welcome, too, to all with us online! A special word of welcome to any
visiting with us this morning; whether you are visiting us just for a day
or looking for a new church home. Information packets are available in
the narthex, or feel free to ask an usher if you have any questions. All
are cordially invited to Coffee Hour downstairs following the service.
FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the glory of God by Karen,
Christopher and Stephanie Allen in loving memory of Nancy
Allen, and by Artena Fairbairn on this last Sunday of Women’s
History Month in honor and appreciation of all women who
have contributed their time and talent to help the mission of the Presbyterian
Women and the Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian.
THE 2022 FLOWER CALENDAR: The following dates are available to honor
a loved one, mark a special occasion, or commemorate the memory of a
dearly departed relative or friend and, in doing so, help beautify our sanctuary
for worship: May 1, 5 (one), May 29 (both), June 19 & 26 (both ) July 10 & 17 (one), August
14 (both), August 28 (one), Sept. 11 (both), Sept. 25 (both), Oct. 2 & 9 (one), Oct. 16 & 23
(both),Oct. 30 (one), Nov. 13, 20 (one ). $15 per bouquet; call (737-1230) to sign up.
WEDNESDAY DINNER WILL BE ON THURSDAY! Dinner begins 5:30 and
we will be done in time for choir rehearsal at 7:00 P.M. Pastor Clark will lead a
study on two apostles not covered by William Barclay’s The Master’s Men.
FROM YOUR MISSION COMMITTEE: Online donations to Ukraine relief can
be made in the Mission category and designated in the ‘note’ area, which
appears on the third step of the online giving process. Thank you!
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING (OGHS) The Presbyterian Committee on
the Self-Development of People (SDOP) works with low-income communities
to overcome oppression and injustice. Projects focus on advocacy, youth-led
initiatives, skill development, farming, workers’ rights, immigration and refugee
issues. Through your gifts to OGHS, projects in economically poor
communities around the world have had an opportunity to develop solutions to
their own challenges. Please use the OGHS offering envelopes in the pews,
at the sanctuary entryways, in your box of offering envelopes or the OGHS
online account for your donation. Thank you from your Mission Committee!
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL SAVE THE DATES! July 18 - July 22. VBS
We can't wait to explore a new EXPERIENCE and have a blast at VBS this
year! Ages: four through entering grade 6. More information to follow; see
Ginny Jacobs to volunteer.
.

