THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
Morning Worship – 10:00 a.m.
March 20, 2022
“Jesus bleibet meine Freude, meines Herzens Trost und Saft.
Jesus wehret allem Leide, Er ist meines Lebens Kraft,
meiner Augen Lust und Sonne, meiner Seele Schatz und Wonne;
darum lass' ich Jesum nicht aus dem Herzen und Gesicht.” SDG
-- Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685 – 1750 (BWV 147, Chorale #10; perhaps
better known as the original first stanza of “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring.”
Literal translation: “Jesus remains my joy, my heart's comfort and essence.
Jesus forbids (or prevents) all woe. He is my life's strength,
my eyes' joy and sunlight, my soul's treasure and gladness.
So I will not let Jesus out of my heart and my sight.”
(SDG - Soli Deo Gloria)
PRELUDE

Adagio from Violin Sonata in E Major
BWV 1016
Alexandra Nichols, Violin
Allemande from French Suite in E-Flat Major
BWV 854
John Black, Harpsichord

*CALL TO WORSHIP/PRAYER OF ADORATION

J.S. Bach

J.S. Bach

(from Psalm 63:1-8)

O God, You are our God, earnestly I seek You; my soul thirsts for You, my
flesh longs for You, as in a dry and weary land where there is no water.
SO I HAVE LOOKED UPON YOU IN THE SANCTUARY, BEHOLDING YOUR POWER AND
GLORY. BECAUSE YOUR LOVE IS BETTER THAN LIFE, MY LIPS WILL PRAISE
YOU.
I will praise You as long as I live, and in Your name I will lift up my hands.
My soul will be satisfied as with the richest of foods; with singing lips my
mouth will praise You.
FOR YOU HAVE BEEN MY HELP, AND IN THE SHADOW OF YOUR WINGS I WILL SING
FOR JOY. MY SOUL CLINGS TO YOU; YOUR RIGHT HAND UPHOLDS ME.
*HYMN

Jesus, What A Friend for Sinners

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (first silently, then in unison):
WE COME BEFORE THEE, GRACIOUS GOD, IN HUMBLE CONFESSION AND
REPENTANCE, TRUSTING THE HOLY MERITS OF THY SON OUR SAVIOR, FOR WE
ARE UNDONE BY SIN. CLEANSED AND CLOTHED IN HIM, MAKE US CONTENT THIS
DAY IN THY SERVICE. LET US DO NOTHING, SAY NOTHING, DESIRE NOTHING,
WHICH IS CONTRARY TO THY WILL. GIVE US THANKFUL SPIRITS AND HEARTS FULL
OF PRAISE FOR ALL THAT THOU HAST GIVEN US, AND FOR ALL, IN THY WISDOM,
THOU HAST WITHHELD FROM US, AMEN.
A prayer of Ashton Oxenden, Bishop of Montreal, 1808-1892

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (from I John 1:5, in unison)

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

“IF WE CONFESS OUR SINS, HE IS FAITHFUL AND JUST TO FORGIVE US
OUR SINS,AND TO CLEANSE US FROM ALL UNRIGHTEOUSNESS.,”
IN JESUS CHRIST, WE ARE FORGIVEN. AMEN.
*GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, amen.
ANTHEM

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross

OUR FATHER, WHO ART IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE THY NAME. THY
KINGDOM COME, THY WILL BE DONE, ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN. GIVE
US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD, AND FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES AS WE
FORGIVE THOSE WHO TRESPASS AGAINST US; AND LEAD US NOT INTO
TEMPTATION, BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL. FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM
AND THE POWER AND THE GLORY FOREVER, AMEN.
OFFERING
Offertory

I Need Thee Every Hour
Alexandra Nichols, Violin

arr. Gilbert Martin

Lyrics by Annie Hanks and Robert Lowry

(Lyrics by Isaac Watts)

I need Thee every hour, most gracious Lord;
No tender voice like Thine can peace afford.

When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride.

[REFRAIN] I need Thee, O I need Thee; ev'ry hour I need Thee;
O bless me now, my Savior, I come to Thee.

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, save in the death of Christ, my God!
All the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to His blood.

I need Thee ev'ry hour; stay Thou nearby;
Temptations lose their pow’r when Thou art nigh.

See, from His head, His hands, His feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down.
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich a crown?

I need Thee ev'ry hour, teach me Thy will;
And Thy rich promises in me fulfill.

Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present far too small.
Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all.
SCRIPTURE READINGS

Isaiah 55:1-9
Luke 13:1-9

I need Thee ev’ry hour, Most Holy One
O make me Thine indeed, Thou blessed Son
*Doxology
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost!

A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN
*HYMN

We Have Not Known Thee As We Ought

SERMON

*Prayer of Dedication

DIME TIME

*HYMN
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

arr. Stan Pethel

I Stand Amazed in the Presence

The Apostles’ Creed

I BELIEVE IN GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY, MAKER OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, AND IN
JESUS CHRIST HIS ONLY SON OUR LORD; WHO WAS CONCEIVED BY THE HOLY
GHOST, BORN OF THE VIRGIN MARY, SUFFERED UNDER PONTIUS PILATE, WAS
CRUCIFIED, DEAD, AND BURIED. HE DESCENDED INTO HELL. THE THIRD DAY HE
ROSE AGAIN FROM THE DEAD; HE ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN, AND SITTETH ON THE
RIGHT HAND OF GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY; FROM THENCE HE SHALL COME TO
JUDGE THE QUICK AND THE DEAD. I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY GHOST; THE HOLY
CATHOLIC CHURCH; THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS; THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS; THE
RESURRECTION OF THE BODY; AND THE LIFE EVERLASTING. AMEN

*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Toccata in e minor
*(the people standing, as able)

Joseph Callaerts

Isaiah 55:1-9
“Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and he who has no

money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money
and without cost. Why spend money on what is not bread, and your
labor on what does not satisfy? Listen, listen to Me, and eat what is
good, and your soul will delight in the richest of fare. Incline your ear
and come to Me; listen, that your soul may live. I will make an
everlasting covenant with you, My faithful love promised to David.
Behold, I have made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and
commander for the peoples. Surely you will summon nations you know
not, and nations you do not know will hasten to you, because of the
LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, for He has endowed you with
splendor.”
Seek the LORD while He may be found; call on Him while He is near. Let
the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts. Let
him turn to the LORD, that He may have compassion on him, and to our
God, for He will abundantly pardon.
“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways,”
declares the LORD. “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are
My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts than your thoughts.”

Luke 13:1-9
Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the
Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. Jesus
answered, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than
all the other Galileans because they suffered this way? I tell you, no!
But unless you repent, you too will all perish. Or those eighteen who
died when the tower in Siloam fell on them — do you think they were
worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? I tell you, no!
But unless you repent, you too will all perish.”
Then He told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in his vineyard,
and he went to look for fruit on it but did not find any. So he said to the
man who took care of the vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been
coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it
down! Why should it use up the soil?’
Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around
it and fertilize it. If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’”

GREENWOOD COMMUNITY CHURCH, PRESBYTERIAN
805 MAIN AVENUE
WARWICK, RHODE ISLAND 02886
March 20, 2022
WE WELCOME all who are worshiping in our sanctuary today;
welcome, too, to all with us online! A special word of welcome to any
visiting with us this morning; whether you are visiting us just for a day
or looking for a new church home. Information packets are available in
the narthex, or feel free to ask an usher if you have any questions. All
are cordially invited to Coffee Hour downstairs following the service.
FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the glory of God by Evelyn
C. Murray in loving memory of her mother, Helen H. Howard, on
this 27th anniversary of her passing.
THE 2022 FLOWER CALENDAR: The following dates are still available to
honor a loved one, mark a special occasion, or commemorate the memory of a
dearly departed relative or friend and, in doing so, help beautify our sanctuary
for worship: May 1, 5 (one), May 29 (both), June 19 & 26 (both ) July 10 & 17 (one),
August14 (both), August 28 (one), Sept. 11 (both), Sept. 25 (both), Oct. 2 & 9 (one), Oct. 16 &
23 (both),Oct. 30 (one), Nov. 13, 20 (one ), and Nov. 27(one). $15 per bouquet. Please
call (737-1230) to sign up for dates.
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN: We are holding our annual collection for the
“Gifts of the Heart” kits through March. A donation box is on the Fellowship
Hall stage. Thank you for your support! ITEMS NEEDED: 15”x28” hand towels,
wash cloths, wide tooth combs, nail clippers, (wrapped) bars of soap, (boxed)
toothbrushes. Monetary gifts are also gladly accepted; write a check to
Greenwood Community Church, noting on memo line “PW Gifts of the Heart”.
FAMILY/FELLOWSHIP DINNER WEDNESDAY! Dinner begins 5:30 and we
are done in plenty of time for choir rehearsal at 7:00 P.M. We supply dinner,
and then whisk the children off to play and/or do homework while the adults
hear some inspiring words, have a hymn sing and/or enjoy some other
presentation.
FROM OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR: Come enjoy an evening of piano works by
Bach, Clementi, Schubert, Ravel, and Barber, offered by our Music Associate,
Alexandra Nichols. She will be performing her senior recital, given in partial
fulfillment of the Bachelor’s Degree in Piano Performance, at the lovely Music
Mansion in Providence Sunday, March 27, 7:00 p.m. If you plan to attend
please RSVP via email (alovesmusic01@gmail.com) so we can plan accordingly.
FROM YOUR MISSION COMMITTEE: Online donations to Ukraine relief can
be made in the Mission category and designated in the ‘note’ area. Thank you!

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING (OGHS) Through our gifts to OGHS we support
the Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP). The Presbyterian Hunger Program
embraces the vision of Matthew 25 that encourages us to see Christ in those
who are hungry, imprisoned and oppressed and to engage our work to
“alleviate hunger and eliminate its causes” as a central way to live out our
calling. PHP partnered with fourteen presbytery Hunger Action Advocates, 182
Hunger Action Congregations and 264 Earth Care Congregations across the
country in 2021. People have sufficient money, seeds, land, water, equipment
and training to feed themselves and their families. Please use the OGHS
offering envelopes in the pews, at the Sanctuary entryways, in your box of
offering envelopes or the OGHS online account for your donation. Thank you
from your Mission Committee.
TODAY is the Third Sunday of our annual Lenten coin
drive to benefit Heifer International. All funds raised
through this drive will enable the Sunday School to
purchase domestic animals for impoverished families
worldwide. The purchase of these animals will help
feed families as well as generate income for them
through the sale of eggs, cheese, milk, wool and other
animal byproducts. MARCH 20 – DIMES, MARCH 27 –
QUARTERS, APRIL 3 – DOLLARS .

Sermon Supplement: Background of Luke 13:1-9
In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus refers to two incidents which would have been
familiar to His audience: (1) Pilate mixing the blood of some Galileans with their
sacrifices, and (2) a collapsing tower that killed eighteen bystanders. Historians
believe the first refers to a well-intentioned effort of Pontius Pilate. Jerusalem was
chronically short of water, and when pilgrims crowded the city for the festivals, the
water shortage was acute. Upwards of three million or more faithful Jews would
converge upon the city for Passover. That’s more than three times the population
of Rhode Island crammed into this relatively small walled city! There was also a
Roman detachment of some three thousand soldiers placed on duty at festival time.
Pilate had an aqueduct built to convey water to the city from a spring about thirtyfive miles away. However, he somewhat heavy-handedly took money from the
Temple treasury to fund this project (as it was the religious festivals that
exacerbated this need); he went over the heads of the Temple leadership to do so,
and this provoked some of the more zealous Jews, colloquially known as the
Galileans as many were from that region of Israel.. They resented what Pilate
meant to be a practical service and incited an uprising on the Temple steps. The
exasperated Pilate mingled his soldiers dressed in plain clothes with the rioters, the
disguised soldiers carried concealed weapons, and at a given signal they attacked.
Many Galileans were clubbed or stabbed to death on the steps of the Temple.
The second incident was a tower structure in southern Jerusalem had accidentally
collapsed and crushed eighteen bystanders. Some apparently believed the victims
must have “done something” to have deserved their fate.

