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Dear Members and Friends,
This pictured “Thank You” note was hand-delivered to me by John
Carlson, son of our dearly departed former organist Nancy Merritt, when
he and his delightful wife Barbara came down from Boston to worship with
us Sunday morning March 20. Following worship and coffee hour, they
graciously treated a small group of us to lunch at Chelo’s where we
joyfully, wistfully and pleasantly reminisced about this remarkable woman
and the impact of her irrepressible, vivacious faithfulness and notable
talent on so many lives over the course of her 95 year earthly sojourn.
Below is an excerpt of the March 6 sermon, which includes part of the
tribute/remembrance John mentions (full sermon text is available at gccp.org):
In Psalm 27:4, David wrote: “One thing have I asked of the Lord, this only do I seek:
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze on the beauty of
the Lord, and to inquire in His temple.” As we consciously seek THAT ONE THING, to
consistently and constantly dwell in God’s presence, inquiring and learning and
practicing what is True, learning and practicing and promoting what is Good, the Spirit
fashions our hearts and souls into works of beauty, fashioned in the image of the One
Who is truly and completely BEAUTIFUL. With David, seek THAT ONE THING: Dwell in
His presence, allowing God to make something beautiful of your life.
Now, I invite you all to please stand:
Fourteen years, six months and eight days ago, August 26, 2007, we gave thanks to
God for His beautiful servant, Nancy Merritt, as she retired from the organ console of this church. All of us who knew Mrs. Merritt
knew she was one who consistently sought THAT ONE THING in her life and ministry. And in so doing, she brought beauty into our
lives and to the life and worship of the Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian Church for over fifteen years. She brought
beauty not only through her uplifting, inspiring, faithful and dedicated ministry of music, but she also brought beauty through her
gracious manner, her gentle spirit, her humble estimation of her remarkable abilities, and her unflagging dedication to the Lord she
served so faithfully throughout the years. I said then, and repeat now: “If I may presume to speak on behalf of all who have been
part of this congregation these past fifteen years as well as the pastors who served during that time, I would like to say ‘Thank you’
to Nancy for a job well done, for a life well lived, and for so faithfully reflecting the beauty of God in our midst through her love and
faithful service all these years as she consistently sought THAT ONE THING.” Let us pray:
“Receive, O Lord, our sister Nancy. May the angels surround her, may the saints welcome her in peace. Receive, we pray, a sheep
of Your fold, a lamb of Your flock, a child of Yours whom You have redeemed. Receive her into the arms of Thy mercy, receive her
into the blessed rest of everlasting peace; receive her, we pray, into the glorious company of the Church Triumphant. Amen.”
Rest in peace, dear Nancy.
Realizing I’m sounding a bit like a broken record, I again regret the delay in getting this issue of Fishermen’s
News printed and mailed, again due to circumstances beyond my/our control (along with a few circumstances I
admittedly might’ve controlled better). One advantage, however, is the extended deadline gave opportunity to include
pictures from two wonderful events of the recent weekend! THANK YOU to all who worked so hard to prepare
and serve, and to all who helped so generously support, our SPAGHETTI DINNER March 26, raising over $6,000
(and still counting!) for Ukrainian relief and feeding over two hundred satisfied diners! And CONGRATULATIONS to
our Music Associate Alexandra Nichols for her stunningly magnificent Senior Recital on piano at the Music
Mansion in Providence Sunday, March 27. So VERY well done, Alexandra; we are blessed to have you here!
Stephen L. Clark, Pastor

Scenes from besieged Kiev: Vera’s mother’s dog, along with one she
rescued from the streets; a tear-filled boy is reunited with his lost pet cat.

29Eleven

BRAVO, Alexandra!
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE
The annual Heifer Coin Drive is well underway! All funds raised through
this special offering will enable the Sunday School to purchase domestic
animals for impoverished families worldwide through the auspices of
Heifer International (www.heifer.org). The purchase of these animals
will help feed families as well as generate income for them through the
sale of eggs, cheese, milk, wool, and other animal byproducts. Thank
you to all who have contributed to our Coin Drive. We will let you know in
the next issue of Fishermen's News which animals we purchased.

HOLY WEEK SERVICES/ACTIVITIES AT GREENWOOD COMMUNITY CHURCH, PRESBYTERIAN
April 10: PALM SUNDAY PROCESSIONAL. All are invited to join us
as Hannah the Donkey and Pastor Clark lead our annual Palm Sunday
Processional. All are invited to gather in the back parking lot 9:30 am
to assemble for the procession and we will proceed to walk, sing, and
wave palms on our way to go worship together.

PALM SUNDAY SERVICE OF WORSHIP 10:00 AM
and Sunday School for all ages 11:15 AM
MAUNDY THURSDAY APRIL 14, 7:30 PM
Service of Worship and Observance of the Lord’s Supper
GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 15
The sanctuary will be open noon - 3:00 p.m. for prayer and meditation,
a liturgical Service of Worship will be held at 1:30 p.m.
EASTER EGG HUNT APRIL 16, 11:00 AM
Our annual Easter Egg Hunt (with our long-eared special guest!) and activities
for all children up to and including Grade 6. Bring your Easter Baskets!
EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 17, ONE SERVICE OF WORSHIP 10:00 AM
(No Sunday School or youth fellowships)
SAVE THE DATE! VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL will be Monday, July 18 through Friday July 22!
More information will be available with the next edition of FISHERMEN’S NEWS!
Calling All Youth Grades 6 and younger !!
You are invited to King’s Kids!
Sundays, 5:00-7:00

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT! Come join us the first Friday of each month
for a night of fun (6:00 – 9:00 p.m.)! Parents, drop your children of
any age with us while you go relax, have dinner, shop, etc. We will
entertain them for hours! We will work on crafts, eat pizza and watch
movies. The program is directed by DCM Virginia Jacobs assisted by
Claudette Pailin and Nancy Sumrall, along with teens who have
completed our Child Protection training.
FELLOWSHIP DINNER WEDNESDAYS, 5:30 - 6:45 PM. All are
welcome. We supply dinner, and then whisk your children off to play
and/or do homework while the adults relax and have a hymn sing
and/or enjoy some other presentation.
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MUSIC PROGRAM
“Peace, perfect peace, with loved ones far away?
In Jesus’ keeping we are safe, and they.”
Dear friends,
During my years in music ministry, I’ve been privileged to see the hand of God at work in our worship in many
visible ways. At the beginning of March, we paid tribute to our dear former choir director, Nancy Merritt. As it
happened, the anthem planned (months ago!) for that Sunday, the “Twila Paris Lamb of God,” was very special
to Nancy. During that service, we sang the hymn “Peace, Perfect Peace,” the melody from that hymn was
used by Nancy to end her prelude each Sunday throughout her years with us. Although our impetus for this
selection was to honor Nancy’s memory, it dawned on me how timely this prayer is for all of us as we face the
crisis in the Ukraine, and especially for those with family in that nation (see the fourth stanza lyrics quoted above).
What greater comfort could we find in these dark days than to remember “Jesus we know, and He is on the
throne” (from the fifth stanza). Nancy once told me that she liked to “preach from the piano,” playing hymns from
memory in a careful sequence to communicate theological ideas to her listeners. It is impossible to say for
certain, but I would like to think of this as one last “sermon” from our dear friend.
In the midst of a world increasingly battered with all varieties of strife and discord, the church year brings us
into the Lenten season of contemplation and repentance. These days, we aren’t used to such an intentionally
scaled-back mindset; our lives are filled with noise and distraction, our every moment occupied with activity.
Worship services are frequently judged on their ability to “uplift” – certainly a key result of the joyful faith we
share, but often unintentionally leading us to feel that every moment must be masked in a cheerful facade. In
a world of noise, the solemn quiet of Lent can bring deafening silence, inviting us to look inward at the
brokenness we feel ourselves and face as a society, which can be unsettling. And yet, Lent is among my
favorite times of the church year.
Why would we embrace such a seemingly dark season? To me, it is a longing for Biblical healing. In Second
Chronicles, we receive this instruction: “If My people, which are called by My name, shall humble themselves,
and pray, and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive
their sin, and will heal their land” (you’ll hear the choir sing a beautiful setting of this text March 27!). Although we already
have a foretaste of the peace and joy of Jesus’ atoning work, to rest in this gift without continually humbling
ourselves in repentance before God would be to miss a major part of our calling. It would be similar to
celebrating the joy of the resurrection without first remembering the significant price paid in the passion and
death of Christ; the recognition of His great sacrifice unlocks for us the full appreciation of His resurrection, and
our life made new in Him.
As we prayed on Ash Wednesday, we approach the Lenten season by “acknowledging our need for
repentance, and for the mercy and forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel of Jesus Christ.” May our Lenten
worship encourage us to humble ourselves before the living God, to repent of our sins, and to abandon our
wicked ways, that our broken world may receive His perfect peace.

Upcoming events

(*submitted much earlier in March; the first item is obviously now past – pc)

SENIOR RECITAL: Alexandra Nichols will be performing her senior recital for the
Bachelor’s Degree in Piano Performance at the lovely Music Mansion in Providence
Sunday, March 27 at 7:00 p.m. Enjoy an evening of piano works by Bach, Clementi,
Schubert, Ravel, and Barber.
SPRING CONCERT: Join us for an afternoon of sacred music with the Greenwood
Concert Choir celebrating the resurrection and praying for the spiritual health of our
world. Admission is FREE – an offering will be collected to benefit our music
program. The concert will be held on Sunday, May 1 at 3:00 p.m. (please note the
earlier start time than we’ve done in the past!).
FINAL GRADUATE RECITAL: John Black will perform his final recital for the Master of Sacred Music degree
Monday, April 25 at 7:00 p.m. in Marsh Chapel at Boston University. The program includes some of the most
difficult pieces in the organ repertoire, including the Bach F Major Toccata and Fugue and the Duruflé Toccata.
The recital is free and open to the public.
John C. Black, Director of Music and Choirs, Organist
Alexandra K. Nichols, Music Associate
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MISSION COMMITTEE
JEWS FOR JESUS -- We have something special in the works for our Wednesday
Family/Fellowship Dinner APRIL 6. The presentation will begin at FIVE o’clock
(not the usual 5:30), and our regular Wednesday meal will follow at 6 pm! Our
supported mission Jews for Jesus is once again visiting from Israel to bring a
presentation of “CHRIST IN THE PASSOVER.” This year’s presenter is TAMIR
KUGMAN. This presentation is always well received. Oded and Bimini Cohen gave
the presentation in 2012 and 2015, and Max and Sheer Raev did the same in 2017
and 2019 (2019 pictured here). This year Tamir will be
visiting from Israel to recreate the traditional
Passover service and explain how it foreshadowed
Jesus’ death and resurrection. We will set a table
with items traditionally used at the Passover meal
and detail their spiritual and prophetic significance.
Tamir will also explain the connection between the events of the first Passover
in Egypt and the redemption that Jesus accomplished, as well as the deep
bond between the ancient Passover feast and
the Christian communion celebration today.
Tamir Kugman is a missionary with Jews for Jesus in Tel Aviv and works in the
media-evangelism department. He was born in Israel, and though he is from a
secular Jewish family, he kept many Jewish traditions. Tamir came to faith in
Yeshua (Jesus) at the age of 21 during his army service, where he worked as an animator for the Israeli
Defense Force. He is currently the only Christian in his family. After receiving a BA in Special Education and an
MA in Learning Disabilities, he worked as a public-school special education teacher
and as the assistant manager at a Messianic school. Over the last two decades,
Tamir has taught the Bible to children, youth, and adults, both in camps and in a
congregational setting. In 2019, Tamir followed a new call to evangelism and began
serving with Jews for Jesus. He is passionate about using his artistic talents to teach
about Jesus and share the gospel. Tamir says, “Jesus used vivid parables and
illustrations to communicate the message of the kingdom, and we also want to
communicate the beautiful message of God to His people and bring it as close as we
can to the palm of their hands.” He is married to Hadas and they have five children.
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING - As highlighted last month, since 1949 Presbyterians have joined with millions
of other Christians to share God’s love with our neighbors in need around the world through One Great Hour of
Sharing (OGHS). Millions of people lack access to sustainable food sources, clean water,
sanitation, education, and opportunity. As highlighted in the Lenten bulletin inserts, the
following three programs supported by OGHS work in different ways to serve individuals
and communities in need.
PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE (PDA) enables our congregations and mission
partners to witness to the healing love of Christ through caring for communities adversely
affected by crisis and catastrophic events. PRESBYTERIAN HUNGER PROGRAM (PHP) works
to alleviate hunger and eliminate the root causes of it. The Hunger Program provides
everything from farms, farm animals, beehives, seedlings, water pumps, trees and has
seen to the purchase of more than 63,000 pounds of fair-trade coffee. SELF DEVELOPMENT OF PEOPLE (SDP)
seeks to invest in communities responding to their experiences of oppression, poverty and/or injustice and
works to educate Presbyterians about the impact of such issues.
OGHS is the single, largest way that Presbyterians come together every year to work for a better world! Your
Mission Committee will accept gifts to OGHS through May 22. Please use the OGHS Envelope provided in
your box of offering envelopes, or the special OGHS envelopes at the Sanctuary entryways or the online
account for your contribution.
Emmy Kmet, for the Mission Committee
Sam Koldyk, Chair; Emmy Kmet, Kevin Golde, Marcia Camp, Wilma Swanson, Jonathan Farnsworth,

Post card from our mission partners Oded and Bimini Cohen in Israel
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STEWARDSHIP/INVESTMENT COMMITTEE
THE MANY FACES OF STEWARDSHIP
There have been countless pictures published and words written as examples of Stewardship in the pages of
the GCCP Fishermen’s News. Many testaments exist from the past and present concerning the work of the
Session committees, the Deacon committees, the Presbyterian Women, the Music ministry, the church school,
and our various youth groups. Every church member who volunteers by lectoring,
ushering, serving the elements of the Lord’s Supper, teaching in or leading a group of
young people is at the forefront of that continuing outreach, and “continuing” it must be or
the church itself will lag and wither in apathy.
To those volunteer workers who assist our sexton, organize a Bible study, support our
mission work, monitor our investments, pay our bills, water the plants, count and record the
weekly contributions, and those who care for and reach out to our membership … THANK
YOU all. It does take a village to maintain a successful church as well as a family, a city, a
state, and a nation.
I am inspired by the commitment I have seen recently to those who need our
assistance. They truly are in dire need of our support of their commitment to be
a free nation. Let us also remember those who have faced oppression in the
past both distant and in recent years. They certainly still bear the scars of that
oppression and deserve our Christian outreach to heal and endure in the face of
their continuing ordeal(s).
Please support the recent drive of the Mission and Member Care Committees March 26 who together with
the support of many church members are organizing a spaghetti dinner and fundraiser for the support of the
relief effort for the besieged nation of the Ukraine and those fleeing the threat of harm. Also let us stand up for
what is right in watching and supporting the Ukrainian fight for its very existence and continuing independence.
The stewardship you show to your church, your community, your state, and your country are the very fabric of
what makes us supporters of what is right and true.
Dennis Charpentier, Chair
Stewardship and Investment Committee

WORSHIP COMMITTEE
On behalf of the Worship Committee, I want to thank and recognize all who took part in accepting
and facing the COVID-19 challenges and returning to our house of worship. We have been
averaging 90 to 110 people attending service in person on a regular basis. We continue to thank
our acolytes, greeters, lectors, ushers, deacons, elders and all members and visitors who took
part in serving the Lord through assisting in our services of worship. Through our united and
concerted efforts I believe we were successful in keeping our congregation safe and protected
these past years; we’ve received no reports of any who may have contracted the virus while
gathering for in-person worship. I am also proud to say we successfully provided our Sunday
services on line for our sick, shut-in, out-of-town friends and those otherwise unable to attend.
Through the grace and blessings of the Lord we were able to return to our normal worship
practices which have been appreciated by all in attendance and online. We have been recruiting
members to serve and honor our Lord by volunteering to fill and serve in the designated
positions that allow all to take part in worship. Volunteer positions are available by signing up on
our Worship Board in Fellowship Hall. We need ACOLYTES, GREETERS, LECTORS, and USHERS
weekly, and ELDERS/DEACON SERVERS for the Lord’s Supper monthly. If you are interested in
serving the Lord in any of these positions, please contact me in church or call my home
telephone number (401-738-0480). Training is available for all positions and will be done on a
regular basis. (Editor’s note: a joint Session and Deacons’ meeting is set for April 28, 7:00 pm, during which we
will review the dress and serving protocols for serving the Lord’s Supper -- pc)
Our constantly changing Worship Board in Fellowship Hall has been an inspiration to all who
serve, and shows a pictorial story and example of the many new faces we are blessed to have
serving the Lord and following His example of faithful service. Please check our Worship Board
weekly for updated Bible verses, new pictures and the WORSHIP VOLUNTEER SIGN-UP SHEET.
We also greatly appreciate the expertise, dedication, thoroughness and many hours of time
given by our volunteer technicians who managed and provide live streaming and video
recording of our worship services.
As we enter embark upon the spring of 2022, we see and experience continued growth with new potential
members (an Inquirers’ Class for those interested in membership will convene soon; watch the bulletin insert for more information)
and more families coming to worship and joining in fellowship through Christ, our Lord. Our entire
congregation must and will stand ready and vigilant to embrace all who enter the house of our Lord, and help
direct and encourage them to follow the rewarding path of serving God. Our Worship Committee meets weekly
before and after services and we encourage your feedback so we may better serve our Lord.
“Heavenly Father we thank You for the many gifts You have bestowed upon us. Holy, holy, holy; we praise Your name and thank
You for the wonderful opportunity to continue to serve as Your faithful servants. Glory be to You, O God, first and above all …”
Wayne A. Meunier, Worship Committee Chair
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MARCH

APRIL

(reprinted from the last Issue of FN)

Nancy Collins 4/11
Betty McClung 4/2
Keegan Carson 4/2
Nancy Taylor 4/4
Sheila Curran 4/8
Julia McKeever D’Arrezo 4/10
Dorothy Matteson 4/11
Gino Corcoran 4/12
Stephen Clark 4/13
Betty Stacey 4/13
Karlyn McNeely 4/13
Harry Curran 4/15
Patricia Parkinson 4/16
Julia Martins 4/18
Evelyn Murray 4/18
Aidan McNeely 4/20
Melanie Mattis 4/20
Mark Donilon 4/21
William Hebert 4/21
Monika Algozino 4/22
Debra Stacey 4/23
Michaela Lindia 4/24
Paul Magyar 4/24
Joshua Segala 4/26
Evelyn DesRoches 4/26
Sue Stock 4/26
Alexandra Petrucci 4/30

Karsten Dietz 3-01
Robert Gungle 3-03
Linda Gungle 3-03
Marc Cobb 3-05
Jeffrey Devolve 3-05
Gregory Harrop 3-05
Amy Donilon 3-06
Jill Dickson 3-07
David Tanner, Sr. 3-07
Robert Soave 3-09
Jay David 3-10
Jillian Jacobs 3-10
Kaitlyn Richardson 3-12
Millicent Budlong 3-12
Megan David 3-14
Martha Sommer 3-17
Raymond Greco 3-17
Janice Black 3-18
Matthew Rothermel 3-18
Sarah Kaplan 3-19
Zackery Snowman 3-21
Jean Brown 3-24
Chloe Pickup 3-25
Wilma Swanson 3-26
Jeffrey Hebert 3-27
Corrie Majeika 3-29
Chandler Budlong-Springer 3-29
Vanessa Vespia 3-30

39ers’ APRIL GATHERING!
Wednesday, April 20
12:00 Noon
Chelo’s Restaurant, 2225 Post Road
Afterwards join us at the church for a presentation
by Bill Cheney of his travels in Greece!
For a ride or a reservation,
please call Joan Eichenfeldt (737-0128).

Above: Two newly ordained deacons: Ronald Fish and Jeffrey Plouffe.
Below: “Fox Paws” from March 13 Time With the Children; our American Heritage Girls
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The King’s Kids “encircling” the Ukraine in prayer!

LIBRARY LINES
Are you a reader? Would you like to become one? C.S.
Lewis, arguably one of the greatest readers (and writers) of
the last century, has some suggestions for you. The following
are based on a little book called The Reading Life, selections
from Lewis’ books, essays, and letters about reading.
¾ Re-read books that are important to you. If a book has changed your thinking, brought you closer to
God and others, or brought you pleasure, it is worth re-reading.
¾ Keep a list of good books you’ve read so you can return to them or suggest them to friends.
¾ Annotate the list. Jot down a few lines or quotes of ideas that have impressed you from each book.
¾

Look for time to read. Reading a good book is never time wasted. On the other hand, if a book is not
a good one, don’t waste time reading it.

¾ Broaden your reading. If you read only contemporary books, try the classics. If you read only fiction,
go for a biography.
¾ Don’t be afraid to go back to memorable books from your childhood. In Of Other Worlds,
Lewis writes, “When I was ten, I read fairy tales in secret and would have been ashamed
if I had been found doing so. Now that I am fifty, I read then openly. When I became a
man I put away childish things, including the fear of childishness and the desire to be very
grown up.”
¾ Recall and reflect on good books you have read, and share those thoughts with others.
The library is featuring C.S Lewis this month. You can find a shelf of some of his more notable
works, including both children’s and adult fiction, devotional writing, theology and philosophy.
Respectfully submitted,
Emmy Kmet, Marcia Camp and Dena Janson

NEWS FROM PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
PW is here – often behind the wings, but still here. PW continues to respond to
God’s call to help others and share blessings. Women’s History Month is a
celebration of women’s contributions to history, culture and society and has been
observed annually during the month of March in the United States since 1987. The
Presbyterian Women are, and have been, contributing to the history of Greenwood
Community Church since the 1940s. We continue to contribute and support
community programs at the local, national, and international levels. Therefore, in
celebration of Women’s History Month, PW gratefully acknowledges and thanks all
the women who have contributed their time and talent to help the mission of PW.
March and April also means that the Presbyterian Women’s “Gifts of the Heart” program collection
is well under way and we do appreciate everyone’s support. We thank all who have been saving
their professional clothes for our drive; unfortunately the agency we had been working with cannot
accept clothing at this time. We hope to try a clothing drive at another time.
Also we prayerfully ask that you continue to support and pray for one of our own, Vera Koldyk, as
well as her Ukrainian family and friends.

The year ahead is empty,
help us fill it with good things;
Each new day filled with joy
and happiness it brings.
HAPPY SPRING!
“A circle of strength, founded on faith”
Artena Fairbairn, for Presbyterian Women
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Pictures from the Linus Project!

- - - --

~~~ CAUGHT IN THE NET / NOTES RECEIVED ~~~

March 8, 2022

-- - - -

I am enjoying the flowers that Joan dropped off the other day. It was
a very nice and productive visit. Please tell the girls at the Linus
group that I’m thinking of them and will be back to help ASAP.

my daughter Hannah, who is flying home from Romania TODAY.
Romania is on the western border of the Ukraine (opposite the
eastern Russian border), and her flight is directly west to Munich so
should be able to avoid Ukrainian air space altogether, but this
dreaded incursion is sure to wreak some havoc with air travel in
central Europe as people flee. Hannah had been visiting some
friends involved in mission work in Cluj, Romania; some of you may
remember Hannah served a summer in a Romanian medical mission
in 2017. I heard from her this morning, and all is proceeding as
scheduled right now.

I appreciate all the letters from the members of Greenwood Church.

Blessings and best regards, Stephen L. Clark, Pastor

Blessings, Linda Martin

(an excerpt from the weekly congregational email sent February 25)

Dear Pastor Clark,
Thank you for your prayers for myself and my “roommate” in the
hospital. I’m lucky to be home recuperating whereas my new friend
is facing a terminal illness and being in the hospital has been tough
on her. (Ed. note … see Calling Tree messages below).

Many of you received a copy of the Calling Tree notices this past
week and will know of one of our member's very personal concern in
the tragic and hostile events unfolding in the Ukraine. I received the
following updates from Vera Koldyk:

March 22, 2022
Hello Greenwood Community Church!
Thank you so much for being part of what I do with CRU! Thank you
also for your generosity this December giving beyond what you
already contribute. Your prayers are felt! It’s been so neat this
semester seeing the students at the University of Southern Maine
viewing their lives as ministry. Each are heading into different fields,
(nursing, writing, teaching, business) knowing who Jesus is, being
excited to take opportunities to share Him with people they know,
and learning about Him and getting to know Him more deeply. Can’t
ask for more than that! Thank You for investing in their spiritual lives.

(received Thursday) Please pray for safety for my elderly mom, my
sister's family and friends. They are expecting the air attack of
military drones at roughly 8pm our time. Please, pray for the
Ukrainian army to have God's amazing supernatural strength to
protect the country. And please, pray for European countries to
act, not just to talk.
(received early this morning) Thank you so much for all your
prayers. God carried my country and its military on His wings last
night. Kiyev survived an extremely tough battle. The enemy was
trying to enter the city from many different directions. My family
spent most of their night and half of their day (they are 7 hours
ahead of us) by the shelter. Running in if the explosions got closer,
and coming out for fresh air outside due to packed shelter. You can
only stand there shoulder to shoulder, which is very hard for my
elderly mom. We are grateful to God!!! They survived the toughest
night in their life. Please, pray for my sister's decision should she
evacuate her daughters and my mom or not. Some say it is safer to
stay in a capital. They can easily get killed while trying to leave the
city to cross the border into any other countries. Some say the
battle will go on and on. So evacuate as soon as possible. Thank
you so much. PRAY, PRAY, PRAY!! Our God is ALMIGHTY GOD!

Gratefully, Keely (ed. note/reminder -- Keely Sawyer Sleight is one
of our supported mission partners working with CRU, formerly known
as Campus Crusade for Christ, in northern New England. -- pc)
Calling Tree Messages
(some slight editing/omissions for privacy concerns)
February 23, 2022, 04:38:54 PM EST
Dear all,
I regret not getting this out sooner, but please be in prayer for Linda
Martin today, as she undergoes a surgical procedure to hopefully find
the source of a bad infection from earlier back surgery February 2.
Last Wednesday she ended up with the serious infection, and had to
return to the hospital. She has been administered many antibiotics
and was scheduled for the procedure this afternoon, so pray for the
medical team as well as for her.

(received @ noon today) My sister with her two daughters were
able to get into the train to flee to Western part of Ukraine. Then
they will try to cross the border. My mom is staying with my
nephew. My sister's husband got enlisted today. Please, pray for
everyone's safety. Everyone is extremely scared. Please, pray that
the train will make it safely. And, please, pray for Kiyev. The next
couple days are going to be extremely difficult. I am so sorry for
pouring such tough news constantly, but we need all prayers we
can get. Please, ask everyone who you know and your church to
pray, pray, and pray. God is Almighty, God is merciful!!! PLEASE
SAVE UKRAINE AND ITS PEOPLE!

On another note, those of you in worship Sunday will remember that
Betty Stacey has been officially transferred to full residential/long
term care at the Cherry Hill Manor Rehabilitation and Nursing Center
in Johnston; she will not be returning to the Commonwealth House.
Please remember her in your prayers during this life change, and
also remember her dear and faithful daughters, Debra and Denise,
as they lovingly and caringly assist with all the adjustments.
Blessings and best regards, Stephen L. Clark, Pastor

By the way, on another more personal subject shared in that Calling
Tree message: My daughter Hannah (who left Romania just as
hostilities were breaking out in neighboring Ukraine) is now safe and
sound on this side of the ocean; the one minor inconvenience was
enduring a sixteen hour layover in a crowded Frankfurt, Germany
airport. She is now in Newark awaiting a connecting flight to
Columbus and home. Thanks for your prayers and concern.

Thursday, February 24, 2022, 11:57:49 AM EST
Dear all,
I just learned from Louise Ferrante that Jerianne Berman was
released from the hospital into hospice care at home. I don't know all
the specific details at this point, other than to note she has had a few
dangerous falls at home of late. Again, I don't know for sure, but it
would seem the cardiac disease and the chronic lupus that has long
afflicted her has worsened. I will keep you posted as I learn more;
notes and cards may be sent to Jerianne at her home.

Blessings and best regards, Stephen L. Clark, Pastor
Mar 1, 2022 4:03 pm
Dear all,

As a followup to yesterday's Calling Tree message: I heard from
Linda Martin early this morning, and the surgical procedure went very
well last night. They are analyzing results to ascertain the most
effective antibiotic formula; all in all, the prognosis is guardedly good
and she hopes to be home in a few days. She also kindly asked for
prayers for her hospital roommate with whom she has been bonding;
Patti is a woman just a year younger than Linda ... she has bone
cancer and her legs are (in Linda's words) basically dying on her
body; she is in excruciating pain. Linda ended her note with "Love
and blessings to everyone at Greenwood Presbyterian Church."

I/we received the sad news from Sue Desmond this morning that
former Greenwood organist and music director Nancy Merritt
departed this life and is now in the presence of the Savior she loved
and served so faithfully throughout her long lifetime. She had been
residing in the Chicago area. Mrs. Merritt served us fifteen years
before retiring August 2007; attached is a copy of the Fishermen's
News cover published just after her farewell luncheon with us.
Her son John will be posting an obituary soon in the Warwick
Beacon, which I/we will copy and make available for you when it
appears. Sue ended her note to me with these words: "Thank you
for helping to get the word out. It's a sad day for me; I've lost another
dear friend. But for Nancy, I'm happy and envision her playing
hymns with the angels!!!!!"

Finally, on a bit of a personal note: Many of us have been praying for
the tense situation in the Ukraine, both because we were kindly
asked to do so by Vera Koldyk (who, as most of you know, is a native
Ukranian with family and friends still residing there) and because it is
such a potentially volatile and explosive situation. As I understand it,
missiles have been fired and invasion strikes are now taking place.
A bit selfishly, but I'd also like to ask your prayers for safe travel for

Rest in peace, dear Nancy. And thank you for thoroughly and
faithfully blessing so many of us throughout your earthly pilgrimage.
Blessings and best regards, Stephen L. Clark, Pastor
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Saturday, March 19, 2022, 03:30:03 PM EDT

Tue, Mar 22, 2022 7:25 pm

Dear all,

Dear all,

Some of you may remember Richard Barton Geldard; he and his late
wife Carole attended Greenwood years ago. Carole passed away
June 14, 2021; her funeral service was held here at the church five
days later (she had suffered 37 years from a severely debilitating
rheumatoid arthritis). Richard passed away Thursday from an
aggressive cancer; his obituary is copied below, along with a
touching picture from their January 16, 1965 wedding I found in an
old file (officiated by the Rev. Dr. Lilley, a day when the church and
the bride were decked in white!).

I'm saddened to inform you that Jerianne Hoddes Berman entered
eternity shortly before noon today; her daughter Jennifer contacted
me with the following text when I was on my way to visit around 2:00
P.M. this afternoon:
"Hello Steve, Mom peacefully passed away this morning while
Andy and I were with her. We will let you know when we have a
service planned. Would you please share this sad news with her
Greenwood friends? Thank you so much."
Several of you had received this earlier text from Jennifer yesterday
(Monday):
"Hello to my Mom’s dear friends. On Saturday Mom was
transferred to Hulitar Hospice facility. She made this decision due
to the nature of her condition not offering any viable medical
solutions. She is comfortable and not in any pain. She would not
like visitors at this time preferring you all to remember her as the
vibrant social woman she was to all of you. Our family cannot
thank all of you enough for extending your love and kindness to
her over the last weeks and years." Jennifer
Many of you may remember from a February 24 calling tree message
that Jerianne had been discharged to palliative care at home ... she
had been hospitalized at Kent due to severe cardiac issues; daughter
Jennifer had come from her home in Maine to became Jerianne's
live-in home health care nurse. That following Sunday, Joan
Eichenfeldt, Louise Ferrante and I had a pleasant visit with her,
sharing the Lord's Supper together in her home ... albeit confined to
bed, she was alert, social and very much her usual gracious self.
However, she recently suffered another heart attack and her health
rapidly declined, necessitating the move to hospice Saturday.

Also, I thought I'd share this link to WPRI's second broadcast of
reporter Erica Ricci's interview of Vera Koldyk. Please keep
remembering Vera and her loved ones in your prayers (her mother
and nephew still in Kiev, her brother-in-law bravely serving in the
valiant military, her two sisters now in Germany, and others near and
dear to her who are in that besieged nation of the Ukraine). Also, I
hope you can all join us for the Spaghetti Dinner we are hosting next
Saturday; see flyer below ... 100% of proceeds will go to benefit
those directly affected by the crisis in the Ukraine.
Blessings and best regards, Stephen L. Clark, Pastor

It is somewhat sweetly ironic that Jerianne joined the ranks of the
Church Triumphant thirteen years to the day after her dear husband
Al did the same; Dr. Allan Berman passed away March 22, 2009.
They were married June 21, 1964, and are now together forever.
Some of you may remember Jerianne and Al came to Christian faith
and joined Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian in the fall of
1998; I had the immense privilege of administering the Sacrament of
Baptism to both September 27, 1998. If my records are correct, Al
was 58 at the time; Jerianne was 57.
[UPDATE as of 3/27 -- The funeral service will be April 2, 11:00 AM
at the Swan Point Cemetery Chapel, followed by a collation. The
interment will be private, but the funeral and collation are open to all.]
Rest in peace, dear Jerianne.
Blessings and best regards,
Stephen L. Clark, Pastor

And one last note “Caught in the (inter)Net”:

ANGELS OVER THE UKRAINE? Vera received and sent this
remarkable photograph of the skies over Kiev February 24

From: Karen Lockhart
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2022, 11:57:30 AM EDT
Subject: Update on Youth Group this weekend!
Good afternoon 29 Eleven families!
I hope everyone's week is going well. In case your kids haven't given
you a quick update from the last couple of weeks, we have been
going through a short series on "The Armor of God" passage in
Ephesians as well as related scripture. I have been so encouraged
by the questions and discussions that have stemmed from the past
couple weeks. I am also always humored by the competitiveness of
our group in games. These kids really do balance the fun quite well.
THIS WEEKEND: We will NOT be having a traditional youth
group on Sunday night. Instead, we will be offering a weekend
of service opportunity on SATURDAY night 3/26 as the church
hosts a Spaghetti Dinner with all benefits going to the people of
Ukraine. The dinner itself runs from 4:30-7:00, but it would be a big
help if we could help with cleanup efforts as well. Ultimately, come
when you can, but I think a good goal would be to join in the
service and fun from 5-8pm. Any free time or downtime we have
left over can be spent playing games. You will be provided dinner for
volunteering! Donations, of course, are also welcome. Ginny Jacobs
is helping with the running the event, and we will be her extra set of
hands. It is also a great opportunity for some of our youth to interact
with church members and families--so it would be awesome if we can
get a good crew together for the evening.
I will be there from 4pm on. Hope to see everyone there!
Karen
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Help my failing memory solve a mystery! Can someone identify this
baby? The time stamp is Easter 2004, so he/she is now 18 years old!

Below was posted by a proud momma on FB; WELL DONE,
MANDY LYNN! Your church family is proud, too! Included
are two cameos I found from Talent Shows of years past!

29Eleven
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