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JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2022
Dear Members and Friends,
I regret the lateness of this issue of Fishermen’s News, which was delayed by
some circumstances beyond my control as well as admittedly some circumstances I
could have controlled better. On a semi-related note, as the month of February
uniquely makes me acutely aware, time relentlessly zips by; a constant reminder to
live as well as we can in the day we have. I wrote in this space nineteen years ago:
“February also marks some important birthdays! On our kitchen calendar, February 12 is marked
LINCOLN'S HANNAH'S BIRTHDAY; the only native-born Rhode Islander in the Clark household celebrates six years of life on that date.
And February 22 is marked WASHINGTON'S LYDIA'S BIRTHDAY; her eleventh. (Stephen's April 13 birthday, his ninth, happens to
coincide with the birthday of a third Rushmore depiction, Thomas Jefferson!)”
And I wrote in this space twenty-three years ago: “As we once again anticipate the loving celebration of Valentines' Day
February 14, I'm reminded that February brings three additional loving celebrations to our household: The ninth anniversary of our
marriage (Feb. 24), the seventh birthday of our eldest (Feb. 22), and the second birthday of our youngest (Feb 12).” Do the simple
math, and you’ll note that seven year old is turning thirty, her brother will soon be 28, that two year old is now
25 (as I write, Hannah is about to board a plane for Romania to visit mission friends; which adds a personal note of Dad concern for
the Ukraine border situation … but I digress) and I’ll be marking the 32nd anniversary of my marriage to their mother.
Some of you may remember my very first Ash Wednesday in Warwick was spent in Kent Hospital, welcoming
Hannah as she made her entry into the human race (Ann and I half-jokingly considered naming her Ashley in
commemoration!) while Dr. Lloyd Dean so ably filled the pulpit on very short notice February 12, 1997. Not
included in these long-ago excerpts is another notable February celebration for the Clark family over the years
… my dearly missed father’s birthday, February 4. This would have been his 89th.
Again, how time passes. As I concluded in my recent Annual Report, “I remain filled with gratitude for having been
privileged to be your pastor now for over a quarter of a century (!) and do look forward with great anticipation to what God has in store
for all of us in 2022.” I also wrote in that annual report:
As the following pages attest, Greenwood Community Church “…continues to worship God as a community of faith in Jesus
Christ,” faithfully adapting as pandemic restrictions continued throughout 2021. You found ways to creatively adapt and
continue to provide a versatile, growing and MOST exceptional ministry of music, a vibrant Sunday School and active youth
ministry through King’s Kids, Vacation Bible School, American Heritage Girls and 29Eleven Fellowship, a still-vital and
longstanding women’s ministry, a supportive 39ers’ fellowship, a busily engaged and discreetly compassionate Board of
Deacons, a generous local and global Mission focus, and a continuing deep resource of selfless, talented, long-lasting, faithful
and conscientious volunteers. This booklet in your hands is the annual record of the accomplishments, news and stories of
another unique year, reflecting that Christian growth, inspirational worship, financial stability, energetic ministries to all ages,
visionary mission-mindedness, compassionate concern, community engagement and all-around vitality continues undaunted
and unabated at Greenwood into our 78th year!
I write this a little over three weeks after the 78th Annual Meeting of the Congregation/Corporation of the
Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian (and our second-ever Zoom-enhanced meeting, which enabled @ 15
members to participate remotely, THANK YOU to all who worked so hard to adapt and prepare the logistics, especially resident
technical wizards Kevin Golde and Bob Whitney, AND thank you to the 64+ total members and guests who so faithfully took part!). I’m
delighted the Nominating Committee was able to readily secure conscientious, selfless and gifted candidates
to fill all vacancies in office, including first-time officers Jay Swiatek (Elder), Peter Camp, Ronald Fish, and
Jeffrey Plouffe (Deacons), and returning elders M. Barry Baxter, Emmy Kmet, D. Elaine Magyar, and
Wayne Meunier, returning Deacons Joan Eichenfeldt, Claudette Pailin and Wilma Swanson.
Again, no one has given clear indications as to when pandemic restrictions might be lifted; we are fast
approaching the two year anniversary of the original “fourteen days to flatten the curve.” As I’ve been pleased to
note more than a few times these past two years, and I’ll happily note it again: all things considered,
Greenwood continues to adapt well as so many of you have been lovingly faithful in your support, participation,
patience, prayers and encouragement, as well as remaining generous in your giving. THANK YOU.
-- Stephen L. Clark, Pastor

Christmas Caroling December
12! Counter clockwise,
beginning at right: Our
reflected image at Roberts
Home, with Doris Fahlman and
company waving behind the
glass; singing for Martha
Sommers & neighbors on
balcony (also above). Top right
caroling at Lolly Morse’s window
at Kent Rehabilitation; then for
Betty Stacey at Commonwealth;
Peggy Phillips (and Cathy) at
home, Commonweatlh again,
and for Bob and Karen Hocking.
Lou Messier and
Bob Whitney
delivering Deacons
checks to (L-R)
House of Hope,
Providence Rescue
Mission, and
another agency

Saying sad final farewell to faithful minivan (280,000 miles) which
served us well … many 29Eleven adventures in this vehicle after it
was taken over by son/ministry intern Steve. Meanwhile, it’ll be 33
years this coming July since I bought this Saab; still going strong!
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE
What a busy and joyful Advent and Christmas season we had here at
Greenwood! We began with the Hanging of the Greens and the Advent
Wreath Workshop on November 28. Our students helped to decorate the
sanctuary with wreaths and the crèche figurines. Morgan Dietz placed the
Baby Jesus in the manger with the help of her brother Karsten. During coffee
hour, materials and greens were made available for creating and Advent
wreaths for home use.
Advent calendars and Scripture cubes were
distributed for home prayers during Advent.
During the Festival of Carols Choir Concert December 5, Sunday
School students presented a brief Christmas pageant. They wore
beautiful costumes and provided a little bit of humor along with the
enactment of that special night. Thank you to Virginia Jacobs,
Director of Family Ministries, and Cindy Pisano for rehearsing and
directing our actors.
We are grateful for the generous donations to our Mitten Tree in
Fellowship Hall. The following items were collected by CoSuperintendent Kristine Swanson and delivered to local people in
need of warm clothing: 28 hats, 35 pairs gloves or mittens, 8 pairs of
socks, and 9 scarves.
The Christmas Tableau was
part of our worship service
December 19. Sunday School
students portrayed each of the
characters, and they were joined by a real live Baby Jesus, played by the
adorable Levi, nephew of Olivia and John Black.
29ELEVEN YOUTH FELLOWSHIP: Though saddened
former Director of Young Adult Ministries Matt Majeika
and his wonderful family are no longer with us, 29Eleven
got off to an excellent (re)start February 6, a full house of
sixteen teens joined and led by volunteer leaders Karen
Lockhart, Cynthia Pisano and Sherry Phillips, along
with Director of Family Ministries Virginia Jacobs.

Calling All Youth Grades 6 and younger !!
You are invited to King’s Kids!
Sundays, 5:00-7:00
PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT. Come join us the first Friday of each
month for a night of fun (6:00 – 9:00 p.m.)! Parents, drop your
children of any age with us while you go relax, have dinner, shop,
etc. We will entertain them for hours! We will work on crafts, eat
pizza and watch movies. The program is directed by DCM Virginia
Jacobs assisted by Claudette Pailin and Nancy Sumrall, along with
teens who have completed our Child Protection training.
FELLOWSHIP DINNER WEDNESDAYS, 5:30 6:45 PM. All are welcome. We supply dinner, and
then whisk your children off to play and/or do
homework while the adults relax and have a hymn
sing and/or enjoy some other presentation;
currently Pastor Clark is leading a study on The Master’s Men;
Character Sketches of the 12 Disciples by William Barclay.
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MUSIC PROGRAM
I AM YOUR HYMN BOOK

Next to the Bible, I should be your most treasured book.
Hold me in your hand on Sunday when you prepare to sing.
Let your heart listen to what has been enshrined within me.
Hear the songs and the triumphant words of the martyrs dying for a faith the same as yours.
Give heed to the prayers of devout men who have found the heart of God.
Follow the missionaries of the Cross on their way to the ends of the earth.
Listen to the great minds of the Church as they share with you the deep mysteries
of the plan and purpose of the eternal God.
Sit at the feet of the musicians and poets, of the saints and the redeemed in all lands
and times, of all those who have seen the hunger in the heart unsatisfied except through song.
All these I have treasured … for you.
I am your hymn book.
Dear friends,
Since 1997, the Trinity Hymnal has been our primary source for worship music. Customary of “traditional”
hymnals, a wealth of information and resources are housed in this book, many of which may be easily
accessed through the numerous indexes by which it is catalogued. The hymnal is organized by liturgical
seasons and/or thematic categories, which are notated at the top of each page and listed in the topical index, a
helpful resource for locating hymns pertaining to various subjects and seasons. The index of Scripture
references is also a valuable tool, providing listings of potentially relevant hymns based upon Bible passages
referenced, directly or through similar thematic content. Each hymn is presented with a short passage from
Scripture just beneath the title, typically referencing its most explicit Biblical reference. Hymn texts and tunes
are often of different sources; most well-known hymn writers composed only the lyrics for the hymn (although
many also did write the tunes which continue to be best-known). At the bottom left-hand corner of the page, the author
(and frequently translator, who in many cases is charged with significant poetic and linguistic shaping of the
text) and year of writing are indicated, and these are also indexed along with sources of musical material.
Significant musical information is also present for each hymn. Did you know that nearly every hymn in our
hymnal is written in four-part harmony? As you look at the musical notation, notice that the organ/piano
accompaniment is uniformly written in chords comprised of four voices. This corresponds to the four parts of
the choir (from top to bottom, soprano, alto, tenor, and bass), and is the source of the harmony the choir sings
each week. In the bottom right-hand corner of the page, the tune name (distinct from the name of the hymn text) is
listed, along with its composer or other source, and year of composition. Also listed here is the meter of the
hymn: a series of numbers separated by periods, each of which represents the number of syllables for each
phrase. For instance, “Take My Life, and Let It Be” has
seven syllables per phrase, so the meter is listed
“7.7.7.7.” (with the additional note “rep.” as the last phrase of the
text is repeated). Perhaps you have noticed that hymn
texts are often sung to different tunes, and tunes are
frequently used with multiple sets of lyrics. Meter is the
device which explains this phenomenon, allowing any
tune and text of matching syllabic structure to be used
interchangeably, with the help of the metric index,
which lists all corresponding tunes to a particular meter.
Many hymnals of old were printed with text only,
presuming that congregations would either know the tune associated with each hymn or select another tune of
the same meter already well-known to the assembly. This format presented practical challenges (evidenced in
complaints of poor congregational singing), but in perusing these historic books, I have found myself
encountering the text in a more focused manner. It seems the absence of musical notation provides a clearer
focus on the text of each hymn, which in turn lends itself
to personal meditation and reflection on the theological
content referenced. Though printed in modern fashion
with text and tune unified, the opportunity for such
personal worship guided by the hymnal remains
abundant in our setting; a scan of its pages yields
reflections of all stages of the Christian journey, through
all seasons of life, and all expressions ranging from joy
to lament.
In one of my hymnology quests, I stumbled upon the
poem printed above, which appears in the preface to the
1955 “Tabernacle Hymns No. 5.” I was particularly
moved by its reflection on the ties to “the martyrs dying
for a faith the same as yours” and songs of “the saints
and the redeemed in all lands and times.” How often do
we sing the traditional music of the church and
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reflect upon precious memories of worshiping with dearly departed loved ones,
and how much deeper is our heritage in faith and song to think that these texts
and melodies transcend the history of the entire church from generation to
generation! Our traditional, tried-and-true hymns embody the theology of our
faith, the tradition of our ancestors, and the continuation of our work into the
future. If we absorb and believe what we sing, we raise up the battle song of the
church militant to reach the ears of a lost and broken world.
In addition to the opportunities for private worship with our hymnal, take
advantage of the weekly Friday publication of our worship materials to acquaint
yourself with our hymn texts before we sing together on Sunday morning. The
entire hymnal is available free of charge online at this link:
https://hymnary.org/hymnal/TH1990 (hymnary.org provides many additional WONDERFUL
resources, as well!), and/or we will happily supply you with a copy of the hymnal for
your personal use.
May our worship sung, spoken, and prayed be ever sincere, heartfelt, and joyful praise to God!
John C. Black, Director of Music and Choirs, Organist
Alexandra K. Nichols, Music Associate

MISSION COMMITTEE
Christmas Giving Tree
Thank you to all who participated in the Christmas Giving Tree for the patients at
the Eleanor Slater Hospital. These people are among some of the most forgotten at
Christmastime and your generosity in the name of Jesus is a real blessing.
MISSION ENVELOPE SUPPORT: Thank you for generously supporting your Mission
Committee! Due to your special gifts we were able to disperse an extra $200 in
December to some of our mission partners. This included $200 each to the PSNE’s
Prison Immigrant Ministries, Frontiers, Jews for Jesus, Kiersten Hutchinson with T.E.A.M. in Zimbabwe
(also, a donor directed another $500 gift to Kiersten!), J with Overseas Mission Fellowship (OMF), Bimini
and Oded Cohen with Global Outreach in Israel, Ariana Coules with World in Need in Spain, Agathe
Center in Bratislava, Slovakia, Rhode Island Young Life, and Keely Sleight (Sawyer) with Cru.
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING: This year the One Great Hour of Sharing special offering
runs from March 2 until Palm Sunday, April 17. Since 1949 Presbyterians have joined with
millions of other Christians to share God’s love with our neighbors in need around the world
through the special mission offering of the One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS). This
offering, traditionally collected during Lent, began in response to the devastation of World
War II; during a Saturday evening nationwide radio broadcast, Americans were asked to
“give generously” to the offering the next morning in their churches. A remarkable variety of
national leaders and celebrities gave their efforts to the broadcast, and more than 75,000
churches responded. This nationwide united effort by America’s Christians had an
importance far beyond the practical goal of fundraising; this joint program strengthened the vitally important
relief and rehabilitation work of the churches, overseas, and proved to all the world the great power generated
when Christians unite in a common cause. The Presbyterian Church (USA) uses funds received through
OGHS to support the Presbyterian Hunger program, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance program and the
Self Development of People program. Contributions to OGHS help make a huge impact on people’s lives.
Whether gifts take the form of immediate relief to people experiencing crisis, or partnerships with communities
focused on long-term solutions to chronic problems, contributions are
a powerful, tangible witness to Christ’s healing love. Portions of our
offering during the One Great Hour of Sharing are also donated to
other agencies we support who provide relief and assistance to those
in need. Please use the OGHS Envelope provided in your box of
offering envelopes, or the special OGHS pew envelopes for your
contributions. Please look for more OGHS information in upcoming
Sunday weekly bulletins!
LATE BULLETIN! After this article was submitted we received word that
Voice of the Martyrs will be streaming (available on demand) Sabina:
Tortured for Christ, the Nazi Years March 4 and 5. A gripping and
inspiring story about Sabina Wurmbrand, wife of Richard Wurmbrand; the Wurmbrands are the cofounders of
Voice of the Martyrs. For more information, please visit www.sabinamovie.com
Respectfully submitted,
Emmy Kmet, for the Mission Committee
Sam Koldyk, Chair; Jonathan Farnsworth, Wilma Swanson, Emmy Kmet, Kevin Golde and Marcia Camp
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STEWARDSHIP/INVESTMENT
(Ed. note: Originally submitted for Fishermen’s News, I opted to put this in the Annual Report
as an ADDENDUM TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES REPORT; it is reprinted here. – pc)
A new year presents opportunity and challenge. It is always refreshing to
leave behind the mistakes of the past and embrace the tabula rasa of the
future with all the promises held for us. Your Stewardship and Investment
Committee has faced some complications over the recent past, but we look
ahead with anticipation.
The pandemic came upon us, the economy tanked, and the organ was struck
by lightning. Things were looking a bit bleak. Then along came the
government’s Payroll Protection Loan Program. Many donors stepped up their
giving and we were saved.
Oh, but that was not enough. As the year progressed, Inflation reared its ugly head, the Delta and
Omicron variants struck and again church finances looked bleak. We turned to the substantial borrowing
power of our Memorial and Endowment Fund and took out a $100,000 low-interest loan to carry us
through 2021 and 2022 and then comes due in October 2023. By then we will have built up our cash
reserves to enable repayment. Plans continue to evolve to stabilize our finances, but we are confident of
success backed once again by our generous congregation.
Where will it all end? We don’t know. But what I do have confidence in is the ability of this congregation
to endure. We are well positioned financially. We are strong in our faith. We are resilient in our belief
that God will work through our people to seek out solutions. This strength, this belief, this steadfast
endurance is based on our strong faith and the Presbyterian steadfastness that undoubtedly will enable
us to prevail.
The 2022 version of the Stewardship/Investment Committee will begin meeting and/or communicating
soon. If you wish to lend your expertise to the financial dealings of your church, contact the church
office. We would be happy to have you join us.
As an aside, if you haven’t picked yours up already, 2022 offering envelope boxes have been available in
Fellowship Hall. The box includes the annual envelope for the denominational Per Capita offering; the
2022 recommended donation in the Presbytery of Southern New England is $50.08 per individual
church member, of which $8.98 is designated for the General Assembly of the PC(USA), $4.10 for the
Synod of the Northeast, and $37.00 for the Presbytery of Southern New England.
Thank you all for your support and Happy New Year.
Dennis Charpentier
President, Board of Trustees
Chair, Stewardship/Investment Committee

MARCH

FEBRUARY
Sherry Phillips 2-01
Kevin Golde 2-02
Donald Baker 2-02
Abigail Porcaro 2-04
Patricia Charpentier 2-05
Darlene Manson 2-05
Cathy Schobel 2-07
Fred Fairbairn Summers 2-08
Richard Arling 2-11
Hannah Clark 2-12
Jay Martins 2-12
Deb Burrows 2-13
Andrea Souza 2-13
Amanda David 2-16
Helen Hausman 2-17
Katie Demers 2-20
Elaine Magyar 2-21
Nicholas Cobb 2-25
Mandy-Lynn Phillips 2-27

Karsten Dietz 3-01
Robert Gungle 3-03
Linda Gungle 3-03
Marc Cobb 3-05
Jeffrey Devolve 3-05
Gregory Harrop 3-05
Amy Donilon 3-06
Jill Dickson 3-07
David Tanner, Sr. 3-07
Robert Soave 3-09
Jay David 3-10
Jillian Jacobs 3-10
Kaitlyn Richardson 3-12
Millicent Budlong 3-12
Megan David 3-14
Martha Sommer 3-17
Raymond Greco 3-17
Janice Black 3-18
Matthew Rothermel 3-18
Sarah Kaplan 3-19
Zackery Snowman 3-21
Jean Brown 3-24
Chloe Pickup 3-25
Wilma Swanson 3-26
Jeffrey Hebert 3-27
Corrie Majeika 3-29
Chandler Budlong-Springer 3-29
Vanessa Vespia 3-30

-6-

LIBRARY LINES
NON-FICTION
The Abolition of Man, by C. S. Lewis. One of C.S. Lewis’ shortest, but most important and
most challenging books, examining the dehumanizing philosophy that has influenced the
Western world. Perhaps even more relevant today than when it was written.
Christianity & Liberalism, J. Gresham Machen (former professor at Princeton Theological Seminary
and founder of Westminster Theological Seminary, Pastor Clark’s alma mater, in Philadelphia.) The first line of
the introduction: “The purpose of this book is not to decide the religious issue of the present day, but merely to
present the issue as sharply and clearly as possible, in order that the reader may be aided in deciding for himself.”
Faith in the Time of Plague, edited by Stephen M. Coleman & Todd M. Rester. For Christians of the Reformation and
Post-Reformation era, plagues of contagious disease were not uncommon. Pastors and leaders regularly
faced the ethical dilemmas that prove so divisive today. Drawing on a genre of church literature almost wholly
unknown to modern readers, Faith in the Time of Plague presents – in new and classic translations – the
wisdom of these leaders of the past for Christians ministering and living in times of crisis and uncertainty today.
Includes hymns, treatises, and prayers by Martin Luther, Huldrych Zwingli, Theodore Beza, Gisbertus Voetius, Johannes Hoornbeeck,
Cyprian of Carthage, Zacharias Ursinus, George Abbot, John Rawlet, Jerome Zanchi, Ludwig Lavater, and Andre Rivet.
The Cross of Christ, John R.W. Stott, The work of a lifetime, from one of the world's most influential thinkers,
about the heart of the Christian faith. "I could never myself believe in God, if it were not for the cross … in the real world of
pain, how could one worship a God who was immune to it?" With compelling honesty John Stott confronts readers with
the centrality of the cross in God's redemption of our pain-filled world.
FICTION
C.S. Lewis’ uniquely creative, inspiring and insightful classic Space Trilogy, Out of the Silent Planet,
Perelandra and That Hideous Strength. Called to join the universal battle of good vs. evil, renowned scholar
Dr. Elwin Ransom fights demonic forces with the help of heavenly messengers.
Hinds’ Feet on High Places, Hannah Hurnard. With over 2 million copies sold, this remains author Hannah
Hurnard’s best known and most beloved book: a timeless allegory dramatizing the yearning of God’s children
to be led to new heights of love, joy, and victory.
Till We Have Faces. C.S. Lewis. This tale of two princesses - one beautiful and one unattractive - and of the
struggle between sacred and profane love is Lewis’s reworking of the myth of Cupid and Psyche in one of his
most enduring works.
The Wise Woman & Sir Gibbie, George MacDonald. This is one volume in the four-volume collection of the
complete fantasy stories of George MacDonald, the great nineteenth-century innovator of modern fantasy.
YOUNG ADULT
I Am Regina, Sally M. Keehn. This novel is based on the life of the real Regina Leininger, a child of early
Pennsylvania. In 1755 as the French and Indian War begins, 10-year old Regina is captured by the Indians.
The Lord of the Rings, J.R.R. Tolkien. You’ve seen the movies, but don’t miss reading the excellent book ..
an epic high-fantasy novel set in Middle-earth, intended to be Earth at some distant time in the past.
The Hobbit, or There and Back Again, J.R.R. Tolkien. This is a wondrous tale of adventure and heroism of
Mr. Bilbo Baggins set in the fantasy realm of Middle-earth.
As you read, remember that each of us is a unique creation of God, with different tastes in reading and at
different places in our lives. A good general rule is to read the first fifty pages of a new book. If it doesn’t
appeal to you, it’s not for you, or not at this time. Your suggestions are always welcome. Just drop a card in
the suggestion box in the library or email Emmy (ejkmet.tap@gmail.com) or Marcia (marcam13@yahoo.com).
Respectfully submitted,
Emmy Kmet, Marcia Camp and Dena Janson
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NEWS FROM PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Happy 2022! The Presbyterian Women are plunging into the New Year by planning a professional clothing
drive, date to be determined, for agencies that support people trying to improve their lives in the workforce. As
you ‘weed’ out your good condition professional clothing please consider saving them for the upcoming drive
which will be announced in the bulletin and on our Presbyterian Women Facebook page.
We are incredibly grateful for the amazing
support of our Second Annual Community
Toy Drive-Thru for local agencies that
support families in need. An outstanding toy
collection of 11 construction size bags and
21 gift cards was well beyond our wildest
hopes! The agencies, JONAH and Norwood
Boys & Girls Club, were so thankful and we
want you to know how much it meant to us
as well as them. Again, thank you for your
support for this and all the other Mission
projects in 2021 which enabled us to
support others in need, both locally and
globally. We are indeed blessed to have
such a generous, supportive congregation
and circle of friends.
Perhaps 2022 will find you taking the plunge to
join any of the PW Circles, bible study, Linus
Project (which will meet January 19 and February 15)
and/or other PW activities. Despite the continuing
COVID concerns and directives, PW Circles
continue to meet in various ways and we continue
to try to find new ways to fulfill our Mission project
commitments. Look for more details and contact
information on the postcard that was mailed in the Fall or on the table in the
Narthex, or check out the ‘new’ Greenwood Presbyterian Women facebook
page. As always we invite you to give PW a try, before you commit.
The annual “Gifts of the Heart” program is under way. During the
months of February and March we have our annual collection for the “Gifts
of the Heart“ kits. A Donation box will be on the Fellowship Hall stage.
Thank you for your continued support of this project! Items needed:
HAND TOWELS 15” X 28”/ WASH CLOTHS / WIDE TOOTH COMBS
NAIL CLIPPERS / BARS OF SOAP (WRAPPED) / TOOTHBRUSHES (BOXED)

May this New Year bring you many blessings dear members and friends.
“A circle of strength, founded on faith”
Artena Fairbairn, for Presbyterian Women

- - - --

~~~ CAUGHT IN THE NET / NOTES RECEIVED ~~~

To my friends at Greenwood Church,
It was a pleasure to visit with you all last month. I enjoyed being able
to worship with you and to spend time together during fellowship
time. I hope you enjoyed seeing pictures from where I live. Your
consistent support and prayers are greatly appreciated and I also
want to thank you for the gifts last month. May the Lord give you His
strength and peace (Psalm 29:11).
Serving with you,
Jana Taylor
To Greenwood Church,
Thank you so much for the delightful Thanksgiving basket. It was a
lovely surprise. It will make my day happy when I think of your
kindness as I enjoy my delicious dinner. Have a wonderful day with
family, friends and community.
God bless you all,
Carol Pomaski
Dear Pastor Clark and our Greenwood Church Family,
Thank you for thinking of us with the flowers, notes and kind words.
We continue to try to manage our way through the pandemic and
health issues during these last couple of years. Although we can not
participate in group activities yet, we feel happy to view the services
and music on line. We wish you all a wonderful holiday season.
Blessings, Bob & Karen Hocking

-- - - -

To the members of Greenwood Community Church,
May the true
day. Merry
Thanksgiving
appreciated.
always.

spirit of the season warm you heart today and every
Christmas. I also thank you for the generous
basket delivered to my home. Very, very much
May you have the true Christmas spirit now and

Merry Christmas,
Cheryl Ann Roccio
CALLING TREE/EMAIL

MESSAGES

Addendum to the February 11, 2022 weekly congregational email
containing the worship materials:
On another note, a few of you long-time members may remember
John Pepin, husband of the late Hilma Pepin and also father of Karen
Corsetti, who lost her husband Glen in a tragic car accident October
21, 2020 and who had taken John into her home in Wakefield after
Hilma's passing in Florida. I learned from Karen this week that her
father is now under hospice care at her home (if memory serves, he
is 92). He and Karen were able to be in worship with us this last
Palm Sunday. I spoke and prayed with him and Karen Tuesday; he
is lucid (albeit weak) and seems to be at peace. Please remember
him in your prayers, as well as Karen as she tenderly cares for him.
Blessings and best regards,
Stephen L. Clark, Pastor
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Tue, Jan 25, 2022 at 12:15 PM
Dear all,

Saturday, February 5, 2022, 06:35:39 PM EST

Those of you in worship on Sunday learned of the passing of another
dear church member; Lois-Belle Hayman Crankshaw joined the
ranks of the Church Triumphant this past Friday evening around 9:30
P.M. She is reunited with her twin sister, Joan Sandra McKnight,
(who departed this life August 6, 2021), her husband Jack (January
25, 2013), her mother Ida Belle Hayman (February 1, 2004) and her
father William Harold Hayman (who had passed very unexpectedly
Easter Sunday 1969). The obituary is copied and linked below;
calling hours will be between 4:00 - 7:00 P.M. Thursday, January 27
at the Butterfield Funeral Home in Cranston, and the funeral service
will be held at the Calvin Presbyterian Church in Cumberland, RI
(where Lois Belle attended in recent years while living under the care
of her daughter, Lynn).

Reverend Clark,
This is perhaps an unusual note. Perhaps a bit late, regrettably. I
learned of two deaths recently, and if there were ever an opportunity
to convey condolences to the families, please do so on my behalf.
One passing led to learning of another, and like many things in life,
there is an odd intertwining.
The first was Lois-Belle Crankshaw of Cranston, not a member of
your church as I understand it. However, it caused me to learn of the
passing of Joan Sandra McKnight who was a member of your
church. My lookups revealed that she passed on our (my wife's and
my) youngest son's 12th birthday on August 6 of last year.
I thought of how to place a discreet message across to Mrs.
McKnight a thousand times over the course of this COVID situation.
She would have loved to have known that the son I mentioned,
Jonathan, has been coached and conducted by your Olivia Black in
the Rhode Island Children's Chorus. Mrs. McKnight once helped us
out as children with the children's chorus at the former First
Presbyterian Church with Rev. William G. Silbert in Providence, RI.
And I remember Mrs. McKnight's incredibly strong voice at that time.
She and her mother, Ida Hayman (the most ruggedly wonderful lady I
think I ever knew) were also Sunday School teachers of mine during
this time. Her sons, Andy and David, also spent a lot of time with me
in that time period.

Also, please remember church members Bob and Karen Hocking in
your prayers; their daughter in law Terry (wife of son Bob) departed
this life this past Thursday in Buffalo after a long battle with cancer; I
believe they had been married 25 years.
Finally, Vera Koldyk has kindly asked me to ask the congregation to
pray for the growing tensions in the Ukraine which is much in the
news as of late, with the buildup of Russian troops at the border. As
most of you know, Vera is a native Ukrainian and has family
members and friends residing there.
Thank you for your faithful prayers and concern.
Blessings and best regards,

Years passed unfortunately and times changed. My parents split up
and I went to sea to go to college (I have degrees from Eastern
Nazarene College and MIT but am still a Merchant Marine Master
Unlimited Tonnage, Oceans as well) - then spent time in Belgium and
New York before coming back to Rhode Island. My mother, Eleanor
(who was also once a member of Greenwood) moved and then
passed away in 2005 and contact was lost in the flurry of life and
responsibilities.

Stephen L. Clark, Pastor
Monday, January 31, 2022 12:31 pm
Dear all,
I/we learned during the blizzard Saturday that Betty Stacey was
admitted to Kent Hospital on Friday due to a number of near-falls as
an apparent result of as-of-yet undiagnosed balance issues. It is not
yet known if she'll be able to return to Commonwealth House
Assisted Living or whether she will have to be transferred to a
rehabilitation facility (openings of which are apparently very scarce at
present). Daughters Debra and Denise kindly ask for your prayers
for their mother during this difficult time. (update: Betty was
transferred to the Cherry Hill Nursing/Rehabilitation Center in
Johnston on February 1..)

Thanks for your time, with my kindest regards,
Keith R. Wahl
Re: Paths Crossing Over Time
Dear Keith,
Thank you for your kind and touching note. Actually, Lois-Belle was
a member of our church, but as she grew dependent on others due
to failing health in her later years, she was largely cared for by her
daughter Lynn, who took her to Calvin Presbyterian (Lynn’s home
church) whenever she was able. Her ailments more or less
intensified after losing her husband Jack in January 2013; she first
moved into an assisted living facility 2014.

I/we also learned Cathy Schobel's daughter-in-law, Shea Schobel (in
Williamsburg, VA) suffered an unexpected heart attack this weekend.
Shea is just 52 years old and was on a tread mill at the gym when
this occurred; she was rushed to the hospital and is still in intensive
care. The latest report (Day 3) is that she is somewhat groggy, but
the tubes have all been removed and she seems to be well on the
way to recovery; she is still in ICU. Your continued prayers would be
most appreciated!

She was the “older” sister of Joan-Sandra by eight minutes; their
lives “twinned” in several other ways … they passed away just
months apart, they were both widowed in 2013 (and I think both were
married the same year), one was left handed and the other was right
handed, both had two children (Joan Sandra two boys, Lois Belle two
girls, all roughly the same ages born in the sixties) and I could go on.
Just a delightful family. I was privileged to participate in Lois-Belle’s
funeral, and also officiated the funerals of her husband Jack, her
sister Joan-Sandra and her husband Pete, and I also officiated the
funeral for their mother Mrs. Hayman, who passed away three weeks
before her 102nd birthday … an utterly and irrepressively delightful
woman. If memory serves, Ida’s funeral service was Feb 6, 2004, 18
years ago tomorrow. They all joined our church in 2002 or 2001; I’ve
been here 25 years now. I also remember the dear Rev. Silbert very
fondly; one daughter Bonnie is a member of our church and her
sister Dorothy Ann is a member at Calvin.

One final note: I received a sweet and gracious note of appreciation
from Nancy Taylor following the Friday service for her mother, Lois
Belle Crankshaw. She ended her note with this final line of
affirmation and thanks to all of you: "We are also most grateful for all
of the condolences received from our Greenwood Presbyterian
church family."
Thank you for your faithful prayers and concern.
Blessings and best regards,
Stephen L. Clark, Pastor

There is more I could write; but maybe sometime in the next day or
so I can forward you some notes from the funeral services. So glad
to read your son is being taught by Olivia; she is such a sweetheart
and a bundle of talent and energy! Her husband John was my first
infant baptism here (January 1997)
and I had the privilege of baptizing
her as well (May 2017), then
officiating their wedding two years
ago; as you probably know, he has
served magnificently as our
organist/music director for nearly
seven years. A MOST talented
and gifted couple.
Blessings and best regards,
Stephen L. Clark
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