THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
Morning Worship – 10:00 a.m.
December 26, 2021
Silent prayer for use in preparation for worship:
O Lord, all treasures of wisdom and truth and holiness are stored up in
Your boundless being. Grant that through constant fellowship with You,
those graces of Christian character may more and more take shape
within me: the grace of a thankful and uncomplaining heart; the grace
to await Your timing patiently and to answer Your call promptly; the
grace of courage whether in suffering or in danger; the grace to endure
any hardship in the fight against evil; the grace of boldness to stand up
for what is right; the grace of being adequately prepared for any
temptation; the grace of physical discipline; the grace of truthfulness;
the grace to treat others as I would like them to treat me; the grace of
sensitivity, that I may refrain from hasty judgment; the grace of silence,
that I may refrain from thoughtless speech; the grace of forgiveness
toward all who have wronged me; the grace of tenderness toward all
who are weaker than myself; the grace of faithfulness in continuing to
desire that You will answer these prayers.
From John Baillie’s A Diary of Private Prayer, c. 1936
PRELUDE

Christmas Joy Medley
Alexandra Nichols, Violin
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
John Black, Piano

*CALL TO WORSHIP

arr. Gary Lanier
arr. Marilynn Ham

from Luke 1:68, John 1:14

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
FOR HE HAS VISTED AND REDEEMED HIS PEOPLE!
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth.
WE HAVE BEHELD HIS GLORY. ALLELUIA!
*PRAYER OF ADORATION (in unison)
GOD MOST HIGH, YOUR ONLY SON EMBRACED THE WEAKNESS OF FLESH TO
GIVE US POWER TO BECOME YOUR CHILDREN; YOUR ETERNAL WORD CHOSE
TO DWELL AMONG US, THAT WE MIGHT LIVE IN THE LIGHT OF YOUR
PRESENCE. GRANT US TO KNOW HOW RICH IS THE GLORY YOU HAVE MADE
OUR OWN, AND HOW GREAT THE HOPE TO WHICH WE ARE CALLED IN JESUS
CHRIST, YOUR WORD MADE FLESH, WHO LIVES AND REIGNS WITH YOU IN
THE UNITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, ONE GOD, NOW AND FOREVER, AMEN

*HYMN

How Great Our Joy!

WHEN ANGELS SING

SERMON

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (first silently, then in unison):

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

LORD OUR GOD, WONDERFUL IN YOUR ETERNAL GLORY, YOU ARE THE HELP
OF ALL WHO FLEE TO YOU, AND THE HOPE OF THOSE WHO CRY TO YOU.
CLEANSE US FROM OUR SINS, SECRET AND OPEN, AND FROM EVERY
THOUGHT DISPLEASING TO YOU. CLEANSE OUR HEARTS, OUR SOULS, OUR
BODIES, SO THAT WITH PURITY AND CONFIDENCE IN YOUR PERFECT LOVE WE
MAY, WITHOUT FEAR, MAKE OUR PRAYERS TO YOU THROUGH JESUS CHRIST
OUR LORD, AMEN. (a prayer of Basil of Caesarea, 329-379)

(Anna B. Warner, 1859)
Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so;
Little ones to Him belong, they are weak but He is strong.
(REFRAIN) Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.
Jesus loves me, He who died, heaven’s gates to open wide;
He will wash away my sin, let His little child come in. (REFRAIN)

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (responsively, from Jeremiah 31)

Jesus loves me, loves me still, though I’m very weak and ill;
From His shining throne on high comes to watch me where I lie. (REFRAIN)

“The time is coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah.”

Jesus loves me, He will stay close beside me all the way:
If I love Him, when I die He will take me home on high. (REFRAIN)

“THIS

IS THE COVENANT I WILL MAKE WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AFTER
THAT TIME,” DECLARES THE LORD. “I WILL PUT MY LAW IN THEIR MINDS
AND WRITE IT ON THEIR HEARTS. I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY WILL
BE MY PEOPLE.”

“For I will forgive their wickedness and remember their sins no more.”

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
OFFERING
*Doxology
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost!

IN JESUS CHRIST, WE ARE FORGIVEN. AMEN.
*GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, amen.
SPECIAL MUSIC

See Amid the Winter's Snow

*Prayer of Dedication
*HYMN
Dan Forrest

Stephen Parkinson, Baritone
Text by Edward Caswall (1814-1878); Tune by John Goss (1800-1880)

What Child Is This

*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Toccata on “Creator of the Stars of Night”

Pietro Yon

See, amid the winter's snow, born for us on earth below,
see the tender Lamb appears, promised from eternal years.

Creator of the stars of night, Thy people’s everlasting light,
O Christ, Redeemer of us all, we pray Thee, hear us when we call.

Lo, within a manger lies He who built the starry skies;
He, who throned in height sublime, sits amid the cherubim!

In sorrow that the ancient curse should doom to death a universe,
Thou came to save a ruined race with healing gifts of heav'nly grace.

Sacred Infant, all divine, what a tender love was Thine;
thus to come from highest bliss down to such a world as this!
REFRAIN: Hail! Thou ever-blessed morn! Hail, redemption's happy dawn!
Sing through all Jerusalem, "Christ is born in Bethlehem."
SCRIPTURE READING
*HYMN

Jesus Loves Me

Revelation 5:11-14

I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day

When earth drew on to darkest night, Thou came, but not in splendor bright,
not as a king, but the child of Mary, virgin mother mild.
At Thy great name, majestic now, all knees must bend, all hearts must bow;
all things on earth with one accord join those in heav’n to call Thee Lord.
To God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit, Three in One,
praise, honor, might, and glory be from age to age eternally. Amen.

Revelation 5:11-14
Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands,
and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and
the elders. In a loud voice they sang: “Worthy is the Lamb, Who was slain, to receive power
and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!”
Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and
all that is in them, singing: “To Him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and
honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!”
The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and worshiped.
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WE WELCOME all who are worshiping in our sanctuary today; welcome,
too, to all worshiping with us online! A special word of welcome to any
visiting with us this morning; whether you are visiting us for a day or looking
for a new church home. Information packets are available in the narthex, or
feel free to ask an usher if you have any questions.
All are cordially invited to Coffee Hour downstairs following the service.
THE 2021 FLOWER CALENDAR is now ready in the church office. Please
call (737-1230) to sign up for dates to honor a loved one, mark a special
occasion, commemorate the memory of a dearly departed relative or friend
and also help beautify our sanctuary for worship. We will fill out the
necessary information for you! The cost is $15 per bouquet and can be
dropped in the collection plate or sent in the mail.
ANNUAL REPORTS are due from all committee chairs and organizations in
the office by the end of the year. Copies of last year’s report are in the office
if anyone wishes to refer to it. Also, we are endeavoring to get out an
abbreviated ISSUE OF A FISHERMEN’S NEWS FOR JANUARY … if you want to get
an article and/or pictures in this issue, please submit items to the church
office by next MONDAY, JANUARY 3. Thank you!
2022 OFFERING ENVELOPES ARE AVAILABLE TO PICK UP IN
FELLOWSHIP HALL. Use of these envelopes is greatly
appreciated by our Monday morning counters! If you
would like envelopes but do not see a box with your
name, please contact the church office. The box
includes the annual envelope for the denominational
Per Capita offering’ the 2022 recommended donation in the Presbytery of
Southern New England is $50.08 per individual church member, of which
$8.98 is designated for the General Assembly of the PC(USA), $4.10 for the
Synod of the Northeast, and $37.00 for the Presbytery of Southern New
England.
PLEASE PICK UP YOUR POINSETTIA PLANT(S) FOLLOWING WORSHIP TODAY!

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.

