
FFFIIISSSHHHEEERRRMMMEEENNN'''SSS   NNNEEEWWWSSS   
     The Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian 
              805 Main Avenue; Warwick, Rhode Island 
                                    www.gccp.org  

 
            NNNOOOVVVEEEMMMBBBEEERRR///DDDEEECCCEEEMMMBBBEEERRR   222000222111   
 

 
Dear Members and Friends, 

I regret circumstances somewhat beyond my/our control have now made the November issue of Fishermen’s 
News become a November/December issue.  Normally, we combine the December and January issues; 
however, the plan now is to start off the New Year with a January 2022 issue!  
In preparing for this past Reformation Sunday October 31, I came across this little vignette from my October 
30, 2011 sermon ten years ago.  I failed to note the resource/reference information, but here’s the story: 

Pastor William Trice of Baton Rouge, Louisiana, somewhat self-effacingly wrote about how a new faculty member from the nearby Louisiana 
State University had started visiting his church.  This professor was a man with an international reputation in academia, so Dr. Trice started 
pulling out some of what he thought to be his best doctrinal sermons, painstakingly working to present them in a superb manner week after 
week in the hope of winning over this choice church prospect.  After about a month of this profound preaching, the renowned professor did 
finally present himself for church membership and came to the New Members’ class.   
After becoming better acquainted, Pastor Trice finally asked, "So, what made you want to unite with our church?"  Thinking the professor 
would respond by saying something complimentary about his fine preaching, Pastor Trice was a little humbled by the professor’s response.  
He said, "There was a sweet elderly lady in the back row of the church who made me feel so much at home by telling me how much she 
missed me when I wasn't there.  That's why I made this church my home."   
That little lady’s faithfulness in what would seem to be a relatively small matter apparently carried more influence with this particular 
professor than the hours and years of study and labor put into this pastor’s best preaching!   

I made the point ten years ago, and I made the point again October 31 (in reference to Martin Luther), our presence 
and our faithfulness to the moment at hand in matters small and large can, and often does, make a huge 
difference.  Just by being there in church each Sunday and being her warm, gracious and welcoming self, this 
anonymous elderly woman so engaged this esteemed professor that he wound up making that church his 
home.  Re-reading that story years later during that week before October 31 made me sweetly and wistfully 
appreciative of similarly gracious presences in our congregation over the years who did so much to welcome 
others and make them feel at home, but sadly are no longer with us … people have related to me in New 
Member classes and elsewhere how such people as Doris Safford, Joan-Sandra McKnight, Evelyn Rae, Nancy 
and Dave Dickerman, Bob and Betty Herman, Bill Stock, Andrea Souza, Ginny Arling and others (and I’m only 
going back a very few of the 25 years I’ve been here, and even with that I’m certainly missing a few!), who enthusiastically and 
warmly engaged them, welcomed them, graciously tried to recruit them for choir, 39ers, Women’s Association, 
Sunday School and so on.  Oh, people who visit our church are also attracted by our dynamic music ministry, 
our active youth and family ministries, our Sunday School, the Presbyterian Women’s activities and/or maybe 
even by my occasional good sermon … and, of course, I believe the Holy Spirit is the One Who ultimately 
draws people here … however, that week I was quietly wistful for those newer people who have come through 
our doors who won’t be engaged and touched by these ever-faithful saints in the back pews, in Coffee Hour, 
even in the parking lot and elsewhere, as these gentle presences now worship with the Church Triumphant.  
That wistfulness contributed in part to this sermon excerpt two weeks later (from “When God Provokes”, Nov. 14) --  

The worship assembly is an acceptable and appropriate place for the tears and lament of Hannah, as well as for the joy and celebration of 
Elkanah.  What is important is you are here.  As our lectionary reading from Hebrews reminds us, the worship assembly is the place to be 
whether you are feeling happy or sad, thankful or despairing.  Hebrews 10:22 – “Let us draw near to God with a true heart in full assurance 
of faith, Let us hold without wavering to the hope we profess, since he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may provoke one 
another to love and good works.  Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another”  
The phrase “let us provoke one another” can be translated as let us “spur one another on” or even let us “incite each other” … provoking in a 
good way, mind you; not the belittling, intimidating, nasty way Peninnah provoked Hannah … it is provoking as to encourage, to prod, to stir 
each other up to love and good works IN THE MIDST OF HOW IT IS.  And the writer of Hebrews includes this crucial admonition: “Let us not give 
up meeting together as some are in the habit of doing.”  What happens in this sanctuary is not just coming together to greet friends, listen to 
a sermon, sing hymns, hear inspiring, excellent and uplifting music, and/or setting aside time to be “religious.”  There is something more we 
miss by not being here meeting together on the Lord's Day … we miss the power of the Spirit touching us through song, word and prayer in 
the company of the faithful, in the company of each other.  And we miss the opportunity to give of ourselves to each other and to be of 
service to God by being a source of blessing to each other.  I know there are times when one just cannot be here (and also understand the 
ever-looming concerns of the pandemic still gives many pause, especially those who may feel more vulnerable than others).  But you can’t 
welcome visitors, greet friends, help give parents a break from the children, give a welcoming smile, a warm greeting, shake the hand of 
some lonely person for whom that might be the only human touch s/he had all week, and so on … you can’t do that when you are not here, 
nor can those who are here be touched and welcomed and blessed by others who aren’t here.  But most of all we miss the presence of 
Jesus Christ who is always present when His Body is gathered in a way He is not present when we are alone.  And when Christ is present in 
His Body, it really is He Who provokes us on to love and good deeds and a better way of living in ways we can’t even begin to measure.  

I know I’ve written this in previous December/January issues in the 25 years I now have been privileged to be 
your pastor, but I’ll write it again in this November/December issue … the Advent season is always a 
wonderfully active, worshipful and even enchanting time in the Greenwood Community Church family, and this 
year will be no exception … I do hope to see many of you being together taking part!  Blessings to you and 
yours for a happy, holy and celebratory Christmas, and a healthy, joyous and prosperous New Year in 2022. 

Stephen L. Clark, Pastor 



Mom Loren, Dad Eric and Baby Ari 

Coffee Hour Dynamic Duo! 

Deacon Bob Whitney, 
Tech Master! 

Julia D’Antico, for her junior recital 
at University of New Hampshire 

Trick or Treat! 

“WHAT’S UP?”  Denise Mair visiting the other 
Rev. Clark’s church in Corinth, New York! 

Music Associate Alexandra Nichols 
at HER junior recital here at GCCP! 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
 Joann Rudolph, Kristine Swanson, Kevin Golde, Matt Majeika, Virginia Jacobs 

(Submitted in October)  We are counting our blessings this November. We are grateful 
for our faithful teachers, our eager students, and our supportive families. We are 
thankful for the opportunity to learn more about the Bible and God's love for us.  Our 
Pumpkin Carving and Trunk or Treat gathering October 23 was fun for all. We 
scooped and carved our pumpkins before sharing a meal of pizza and salad.  We then 
headed outside at dusk to about a dozen magnificently decorated Halloween themed 
trunks. Thank you to all who participated and handed out candy. Sunday, October 24 
we celebrated Christian Education Sunday.  Sunday School teachers and youth 
Leaders were commissioned and recognized by the congregation for their work with 

our next generation of believers. Finally, All Sunday School students will participate in a special Thanksgiving 
presentation during the 10:00 worship service November 21.  Please plan to be in attendance as we read 
Scripture, sing praises, and count our many blessings! (this is now past tense; see picture below! – ed) 
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3rd Graders receiving 
Bibles: starting above, 
and going clockwise: 

Evelyn Majeika, Karsten 
Dietz, Samantha Koldyk, 

James Melise, Janet 
Koldyk.  Unfortunately, Jill 
Silva’s pic didn’t turn out.  

Darroch, Shayna and 
Rhys received theirs later. 

Organizing “GRATEFUL” for 
Thanksgiving presentation Nov. 21 ! 



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE, CONTINUED:STIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE, CONTINUED: 
 

 Calling All Youth Grades 6 and younger !! 

You are invited to King’s Kids! 

Sundays, 5:00-7:00  
 

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK EVERYONE WHO DONATED TO "OPERATION 
CHRISTMAS CHILD"! We were able to prepare and give eighty-seven 
boxes to this great cause!  The kids experienced the joy of helping 
others less fortunate. They prayed for the children who would receive 
the boxes and the good news of Jesus Christ.  If you did not get a 
chance to donate, and would like to make a contribution go to  
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/buildonline/ 

 

 
PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT IS DECEMBER 10th!  Come at 
6:00 p.m. and watch the Polar Express on the big screen 
while your parents enjoy a night out.  Wear your PJs!  
 
FAMILY DINNER WEDNESDAYS, 5:30 - 6:45 PM.  All 
are welcome.  We supply dinner, and then whisk your 
children off to play and/or do homework while the adults 
relax and have a hymn sing and/or enjoy some other 
presentation; currently  Pastor Clark is leading a study on 
a classic little book, The Master’s Men; Character 
Sketches of the 12 Disciples by William Barclay. 
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29ELEVEN YOUTH MINISTRIES 
 

Greetings from the 29Eleven family!   

(Submitted in October)  What a blessing this month has been to our group!  For years, this 
group has held the name 29Eleven to reflect Jeremiah 29:11. This verse, along with 
their latter two, have been on repeat in my mind as we continue to grow with this group: 
“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a 
future and a hope. Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will hear you. You will seek 
Me and find Me, when you seek Me with all your heart.” (Jeremiah 29:11-13) The outstanding 
moments of this month continue to be the conversations and theological discussions 
that happen throughout our group.  Looking back to where each student started at the beginning of the year 
(and especially over the past couple years), it has been a pure blessing to watch this group grow in faith, 
understanding, and love for one another.  The Lord has been at work in the relationships of this group – both 
personally and in community.  

We closed our “Big Questions” 
series, which led seamlessly into our 
“God Is…” series.  When we hear 
about God, we begin to form ideas 
about what He might be like, 
sometimes relating Him to some 
people we know: a doctor, a police 
officer, a grandfather, or even a teddy 
bear. This series teaches us that the 

Bible portrays God as both extraordinary (in ways humans cannot 
comprehend) while at the same time revealing Himself to us as 

is, Jesus).  We have encountered a lot of questions and deep 
discussion this month that have shown the work of God’s hand. 

We have also embarked on some fun adventures.  Our studen

ordinary (sending us something we can see and understand, that 

ts 

onth and we had some fun. The whole world around us seems to be devolving into 

In Christ, 
Mat ka 

Director of Young Adult Ministries 

have taken on the responsibility of coming up with our weekly 
game, and they have brought out personalities like never before. 
From Uno tournaments, Scattergories, and hide-and-seek (with a 
twist).  To close out the month, we tried our hand at Salisbury 
Farm’s Corn Maze.  I am pleased to announce that we all escaped 
– and left with some laughs and memories (ask one of the teens 
about the two llamas!). 

We worked hard this m
chaos, but we rest in the fact that God is good, He is true to His word, and He is unchanging. We look forward 
to the way God continues to change us and to shape our view of things around us. What a blessing it is to 
dwell on the promises of God. 

thew Majei
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39ers’ DECEMBER GATHERING! 
           Wednesday, December 15th 
                      12:00 Noon 

 
    Chelo’s Restaurant, 2225 Post Road 

                                       Choose off the menu! 
 

Please Join Us!  Also, afterwards we’ll have our annual 
Yankee Swap and Caroling at the church.  For more 

information, call please call Joan Eichenfeldt. 

  

 
   

NOVEMBER DECEMBER JANUARY 
   

David Greco 1-03 Matthew Parkinson 11/03 Millicent Budlong-Springer 12/01 
Cheryl Donilon 1-03 Richard Collins 11/06 Abraham Monahan 12/01 
Russell Rudolph 1-07 
Norma MacLeod 1-11 

Christian Black 11/07 Daniel Hayman 12/02 
Kassidy Monahan 11/08 Larry Rittmann 12/04 

Kevin Donilon 1-12 Judy Barry 11/11 Karen Grande 12/04 
Barbara Miller 1-15 Lynn Perfetto 11/11 Denise Mair 12/05 

Alexander Rudolph 1-15 Marylou Meunier 11/12 Shelley Monahan 12/05 
Evelyn Robinson 1-16 Ashley Schwegler 11/14 Marci Mahoney 12/06 
Cheryl Bowser 1-17 Louis Messier 11/14 Joann Rudolph 12/06 
Stuart Mason 1-17 Doreen Harrop 11/15 Carter Nolan 12/09 
Donald Sorgel 1-18 William Taylor 11/17 Peggy Swanson 12/09 

Susan Riel 1-19 Betty Mason 11/18 Gladwyn Voigt 12/11 
Thomas Mays 1-22 Logan Carson 11/19 Vera Koldyk 12/12 
Austin Pickup 1-22 Lynda Baker 11/20 Hannah Porcaro 12/13 
Jim Burrows 1-19 Amy Monahan 11/20 Benno Lebkuchner12/18 
Faith Ruhren 1-22 Edward Dailey 11/22 Tracy Traficante 12/19 
Owen Phillips 1-23 Linda Cornwall 11/23 Elizabeth Farnsworth 12/20 
Kim D’Antico 1-24 Trey Budlong-Springer 11/23 Joseph Casinelli 12/20 
John Phillips 1-25 

Jeniec
JoAn Schultz  11/27 Cathy Maguire 12/21 

e Fairbairn Summers 1-26 
Paula Johnson 1-26 

Kathleen Morin 11/28 Jason Carson 12/21 
Linda Overton 11/28 Alyssa Jones 12/21 

Norbert Morin 1-27 Cameron Lindia 11/29 Bonnie Sorgel 12/22 
Akeelah David 1-28 Henry Ruppenthall III 11/29 Brandon Phillips 12/28 
Jason McNeely 1-29 Gavin Carson  11/30 Alexis Snowman 12/29 

 Arden Kramer 11/30 Olivia Black 12/29 
 Lolly Morse 11/30 Mary Farnsworth 12/29 

Mathew Algozino 12/31 
Heather Nolan 12/31 
Natalie Chenel 12/31 

 
 

                                          LIBRARY LINES 

Calling all readers! Winter is coming, and we’d like to include a winter reading list in the 
January edition of the Fishermen’s News. If you have a book suggestion, new or old, for 
kids, teens, or adults that you’d like to share with the congregation, please email the title and 
author to Emmy Kmet at ejkmet.tap@gmail.com or Marcia Camp at marcam13@yahoo.com.  
Don’t use email?  There will be a box for book suggestions with 3x5 cards in the church 
library (on the second floor, next to the choir room). Please provide your suggestions by 
Sunday, December 12 if possible! Thank you. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Emmy Kmet, Marcia Camp and Dena Janson 
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MUSIC PROGRAM 
No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the power of Christ in me. 
From life's first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny. 

No power of hell, no scheme of man, can ever pluck me from His hand: 
‘til He returns or calls me home, here, in the power of Christ, I stand. 

(from “In Christ Alone” by Stuart Townend and Keith Getty) 

Dear friends, 
(Submitted in October) You may have noticed we have started printing texts/lyrics in the bulletin 
(or page numbers when these texts appear in our hymnal) for many of our choral anthems and 
instrumental pieces.  There are several reasons for this, all of which revolve around a 
fullness of understanding, and through understanding, participation, and through 
participation, the ability to invoke a spiritual reaction from the hearts of all gathered in 
worship.  Music possesses a power to move hearts on its own; many theologians have 
written about this God-given gift and its potential to reach the emotions and lift the spirits.  
In our Calvinist practice, special attention is paid to the connection of this gift with the Word 

of God.  It is wonderful to feel moved by the music offered during the service (my face is not usually visible to the 
congregation, but the choir can attest to my emotional reaction to our music!), but it is truly special to understand, as fully as 
possible, the spiritual truths conveyed, invoking a full emotional and intelligent response. 
On April 15th, 2013, the infamous Boston Marathon bombing shocked us all.  I was serving the Barrington 
Presbyterian Church at the time, and, as remains my practice, had planned the year’s choral music during the 
preceding summer.  As it so happened, the anthem slated for that week was “In Christ Alone,” a deeply moving 
piece which our Chancel Choir shared here at Greenwood for the first time this past Sunday (10/31).  As the 
BPC choir rehearsed the piece during that tumultuous week, the stanza quoted at the top of this page stood 
out to one of our singers; how fitting, she shared, is this as a response to a world in turmoil!  Many powerful 
statements exude from this piece of music: the confidence against any “power of hell” and “scheme of man;” the joy 
in knowing that we rest “from life’s first cry to final breath” in the loving hands of Jesus; the juxtaposed passion in the 
statement that “here in the death of Christ I live” … these are the most supremely comforting, joyful witnesses 
imaginable.  The musical construction of this piece is deeply moving on its own, but when we combine this with 
the knowledge of its message, we allow a fuller worship experience to come alive in our hearts. 
You may not know this, but our choir members take great 
care to bring these texts to life each week.  As we fine tune 
the melodies and prepare our voices to produce beautiful 
music, we contemplate the text being sung, including the 
reasons these pieces are selected for worship, the functions 
they serve, and their theological allusions and justifications 
for their content.  A large portion of our preparation is 
devoted to fully understanding what is being sung – 
musically, textually, and spiritually – and how we are 
relating this to the congregation: as a testimony, an 
exhortation to praise, a sharing of the Word, or a call to 
action.  It is when we combine the beauty of the music being offered with the 
calling of God to each of us that we are able to truly worship through music, 
and to this end, we hope you will find these texts useful, whether you read 
along in real time, ponder them before worship as a meditation and 
preparation, or bring them home with you for reflection throughout the week. 
We were delighted to welcome the Greenwich Bay Brass ensemble to our 
special All Saints/Reformation Sunday service, and are pleased to have them 
join us again for our Christmas concert: A Festival of Carols,  restored to the 
full glory of our pre-pandemic concert series!  Mark your calendar for Sunday, 
December 5th  at 5:00 p.m. and be sure to invite friends.  Due to privacy issues we’ve decided not to live 
stream; the concert will, however, be video recorded and I will happily deliver copies upon request. 
In the meantime, Alexandra Nichols will perform her junior recital in our sanctuary Sunday, November 21st  
at 2:00 p.m.  (Ed. note: She was superb! On a related note, I hope we all appreciate just how deep and rich our pool of musical 
talent IS in this church … such a privilege! - pc).  She is double-majoring in piano and violin performance, and this 
program will encompass an hour of works for both instruments by Brahms, Chopin, Mozart, Mussorgsky, and 
others.  You won’t want to miss this afternoon of beautiful music, nor the opportunity to extend our gratitude 
and support to Alexandra, with whom we have been so richly blessed for just over three years (how time FLIES!). 
Exciting things are happening at Greenwood Church – we hope to see YOU in worship! 
Blessings, 

/s/ John 

John C. Black, Director of Music and Choirs, Organist 
Alexandra K. Nichols, Music Associate 
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From the Chair of the Stewardship Committee and President of the Corporation 

(This was prepared for the November Fishermen’s News, and was also included in the Stewardship appeal letter early November.  
The Presentation and Dedication of pledges took place during worship November 21, but pledge cards are still being received! – pc) 

Every one of us is struggling with varying shortages caused by supply 
line problems affecting the choice of goods at our grocery stores, 
department stores, and home improvement warehouses.  This along with 
interest rates bottoming out at the bank have contributed to our struggles 
to put this health and economic crisis behind us, improve our houses, 
feed our families, and preserve our capital.  Your church faces the same 
struggles.  In preparing the budget for 2022, the Stewardship and 
Investment Committees have worked in collaboration to support the 
church’s various programs that serve our congregation while wrestling to 
find the support for new and improved efforts by your Session’s various 
committees, the church school, family and youth ministries, along with 
our wonderful music program. 

Some methods of giving to your church have been changed by the 
pandemic.  Online giving has become more popular and is very 
convenient, but there is an associated cost; a service fee of two percent 
of all online giving is debited to the church.  This fee can be recouped in 
one of three ways: (1) One option is to select to cover this fee yourself 
when you choose to donate online. (2) You could write a check and mail 
it to the church. There is no fee associated with cashing the check. (3) 
You could have the gift electronically sent (similar to online bill pay), again at 
no cost to the church. (For more information on automatic giving, please contact our 
treasurer, Barry Baxter.) 

The Director of Music is diligently working to enhance the Greenwood music program.  Before the pandemic, 
John Black was sponsoring concerts which in turn generated income to return to the music program to further 
improve involvement and participation.  For the near future, the session realizes that John will need enhanced 
support from the budget to continue this effort.  The youth and family ministries are again active post-
pandemic.  During the time of increased virus spread, the best effort was given to keep these programs alive. 
Now as they become fully active once again, we need to offer our full financial support. 

The Investment Committee is tasked with supplying over $60,000 (projected) in support to the church’s 
operating budget from the market gain balance of our Endowment Fund.  There is plenty of funding to support 
this obligation, but we keep most of our Endowment Fund invested in equities, bonds, and various funds.  This 
leaves a lack of readily available cash to pay our bills.  Our solution for 2021 and 2022 has been to take a 
$100,000 loan at 1.8% to cover our obligation through the end of 2022.  Our usual market gain is more than 
12%, so the loan is a bargain.  This leaves us two problems.  The first is to pay back the loan and the second 
to support the budget come 2023 without borrowing once again.  We are presently working to identify equities 
that are lagging, new investments to make, and changes to what we do with our dividends to solve our cash 
flow problems for the future while staying fully invested. 

Your Session believes in the mission of GCCP toward the goals of supporting our 
commitment to the maintenance and improvement of our church facility (much of which is 
aided/funded by your faithful donations & pledges to the 2019 75th Anniversary Capital Campaign which so 
generously exceeded our goal of $75,000).  Recently, after many months of research and 
deliberation, Session voted to replace the front doorway (some had specifically designated their 
75th Anniversary donation for this purpose) in the same colonial style and color, but with a 

mahogany structure beneath.  This will solve the problems of the poor security of the 
present door, the draftiness, and movement that causes false alarms, as well as provide an 
highly attractive door of superb quality that will last long into the future. 

Yes, we can monetarily support all of this.  We have a fine Endowment Fund and are nowhere near spending 
any of its principal that has been donated by our members.  In fact, we only spend a fraction of the market gain 
balance (profit) from the fund, and we are only allowed to spend the gain more than $50,000 … our rainy-day 
fund.  But there are increases in expenses that should be supported by envelope giving and not our 
Endowment Fund.  Those ever-increasing expenses of energy costs, staff costs, and insurance payments are 
all increasing as we lose the generous donations of our members who have joined the Church Triumphant. 

So, as you consider your pledge to the Stewardship Campaign this year, please consider the increased 
expenses you are facing in your own families and give what you can to support the ministry of your church 
family.  Also, If you would like to support and become involved in the work of the Stewardship or Investment 
Committees, contact me by email (denpatcharp@verizon.net) or call the church office.  Thank you! 

/s/ Dennis Charpentier 

Chair, Stewardship Committee 
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STEWARDSHIP ADDENDUM:  A MINUTE FOR MISSION FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
Editor’s note:  Three Stewardship Minutes for Mission were delivered during November by our three superb ministry team 
members:  Director of Music John Black, Director of Family Ministries Virginia Jacobs, and Director of Young Adult 

Ministries Matthew Majeika.   All were well spoken and inspirationally delivered; however, I asked if I might share John’s as he so 
succinctly spoke regarding one of the most visibly dynamic and growing (and comprehensively engaging of all ages) ministries of 

our church … a ministry, by the way, that is gaining a deserved reputation as one of the best (if not THE best) in the region!  

Good morning!  If we surveyed the congregation about your favorite times in the church year, I doubt 
Stewardship Sunday would top (or even make) the list.  I must confess, though, when I was asked to kick off 
this year’s campaign, I responded joyfully.  To me, in this critical time for the world, I view Stewardship as 
asking the question – “What does the future look like for Greenwood Church?”  And perhaps more specifically, 
“What is God calling ME and YOU to do for the future of Greenwood Church?”  How is God calling us all to 
take the rich blessings of this place and maximize them for His glory? 
Those who have worshiped in other communities join me in the knowledge that there is something special here 
at Greenwood.  There is a connection, a positive energy, and a strong bond of love between church members 
of all ages that is a wonderful fulfillment of our calling to be a caring family of faith. This is visible in our 
worship, which is rich with the sense that the Holy Spirit is at work among us – in our prayers, in our music, in 
our message, in our fellowship. And all of this is rooted in the unfiltered, unaltered, unapologetic proclamation 
of the Word of God.  It is in this commitment that we set ourselves apart to follow the Biblical mandate to light 
the world with the truth of Scripture, to light the world with the love of Christ, and to do so in a manner that 
attracts others to come follow Him. 
This is precisely the goal of your ministry of music.  In building a strong, traditional program of organ and choral 
music of the highest quality, we not only seek to inspire one another with songs of praise, but to reach beyond 
these walls and draw in those who are unreached by the full healing message of Scripture.  This is how we act 
as good “stewards” of the gift of music in worship … but there are other layers of stewardship taking place 
here, and this is on full display in the people sitting behind me.  They give countless hours Wednesday nights 
(and early Sunday mornings before our worship service) preparing their hearts and voices to lead this congregation in 
praise and to offer the Word of God in a moving manner to our worship.  
To think in numbers, we nurture an adult choir of 
thirty, a youth choir of twenty, a concert choir 
nearing fifty, and concerts reaching hundreds of 
attendees … but I also count each and every person 
in the pews as a vital part of our ministry of music.  
Another part of this mission is our education in 
sacred music.  We do this with our adult singers as 
they rehearse each week; we do this with our youth 
choir as they explore and grow to know the 
awesome power of sacred music.  
We’ve done this through our staffing – all of the 
building we’ve done in the past few years has been 
bolstered by our MUSIC ASSOCIATE position, 
through which we already helped train and equip 
one young woman to go on to serve another 
congregation as Director of Music, and through which we’re presently blessed in countless ways as we are 
privileged to support Alexandra Nichols in her music ministry.  
We are now supporting four young music professionals in a similar way:  You may have noticed the new faces 
(and strong voices!) in our choir this season, our wonderful CHORAL SCHOLARS, who are current music 
students and recent graduates of Rhode Island College … as we’re blessed by their gifts, we are thankful to be 
able to support them in their professional growth and relationship with sacred music. 

We’ve done this through the RESOURCES we’ve been able to offer.  
Not many churches house such a magnificent organ, nine pianos, three 
octaves of handbells, handchimes, small mallet instruments for our 
children’s ministry, a full set of timpani, snare and cymbals … each of 
these adds more potential for outreach, more engagement, more color, 
and more inspiration for our volunteers to connect with our mission. 
It’s clear that we are richly blessed.  So how are we called to be 
stewards of these tremendous gifts?  It’s simple: by increasing what 
we’ve already begun to fully become the “all-in,” steadfast, devoted 
community of faith we are designed to be and we already are in so 
many ways, firmly grounded in the Word of God, committed to “make a 
joyful noise” that is such a majestic, counter-cultural blast of God’s 
glory that the world can’t help but join.  
How is God calling you and me to “be the church?”  

Let us not stop asking this question after we fill out our pledge cards. Rather, may we spend time in prayerful 
discernment over our whole selves: is there someone in your life you could bring into the fold? Are you being 
called to join the choir, or help with coffee hour, or teach Sunday School, or just to reach out to that person in 
the pew next to you?  
These are the questions we prayerfully consider as we embark on our annual stewardship campaign, not 
seeking principally to meet budgetary goals, but to secure the investment of our hearts as we try to make 
Greenwood Church all that it can be to proclaim to the world that GOD IS GOOD!  (ALL THE TIME!)  
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MISSION COMMITTEE 
The INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER FOR PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS was Sunday, November 7.  Praying for 
persecuted believers is the most valuable and powerful thing we can do for them.  Wherever Christians go, 
they experience opposition. But in certain countries, this persecution is particularly severe.  Government policy 
or practice in some nations prevents Christians from obtaining Bibles and meeting together.  Anti-Christian 
laws lead to harassment or imprisonment of believers for their witness.  Christians in other areas are routinely 
persecuted by family, neighbors or rebel groups despite the protection the government provides. In other 
countries, civil wars and other conflicts result in 
Christians facing opposition for their faith. 
Christians in more hostile nations may live far from 
us, but as believers we know we are one with them 
in Christ’s body.  We cannot ignore their suffering.  
Voice of the Martyrs works to help, love and 
encourage persecuted Christians in partnership 
with the church in Australia.  Please join Voice of 
the Martyrs and Christians around the world in 
prayer for our Christian brothers and sisters who 
face persecution for their faith in Jesus Christ. 

CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE! This Christmas season 
the Mission Committee is again partnering with 
Eleanor Slater Hospital to provide Christmas gifts 

psychiatric patients. Eleanor 
Slater Hospital began this 
program seven years ago and 
the program has made a 
tremendous difference in the lives of the patients.  As one can imagine, Christmas time 
for many of these patients bring up memories and intense awareness of being lonely, 
abandoned, unknown and/or unremembered.  Each year they look forward to this 

program which helps their Christmas experience become a time of anticipation and excitement instead of an 
occasion for sadness and disappointment.  Each patient was asked to think of three things they wished to 
enjoy (e.g., shower shoes, t-shirts, soft backed books).  You are invited to choose one of the coded ornaments.  Each 
ornament on the tree in Fellowship Hall will have their code and three wish items.  You may provide one, two 
or all three of the wish items.  The season of giving goes beyond the ability to give a gift.  This act of kindness 
will not only be giving a tangible gift to someone, but the gift of being remembered and dignified as a person. 

to their long-term adult On October 17 the Mission Committee welcomed one of our mission partners 
from Southeast Asia who brought us a Minute for Mission during worship  

and a presentation following coffee hour. 
Thank you to all who attended and showed your support! 

Respectfully submitted,  

Emmy Kmet, for the Mission Committee 

Sam Koldyk, Chair; Jonathan Farnsworth, Wilma Swanson, Emmy Kmet, Kevin Golde and Marcia Camp 
 

NEWS FROM PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
(Submitted in October; slightly edited)  November is traditionally a time where we reflect on the things for which we 
are grateful, and this year is no different, despite the continuing Covid concerns and issues.  The Presbyterian 
Women are grateful for the support we receive from our church family. We are fortunate to be able to support 
our church, community, and worldwide missions, which we will continue to do to the best of our ability. We are 
fortunate to have had many years of giving and receiving support! We are truly thankful. 

Our Autumn Gathering in October was extremely interesting and showed us first hand how our support is 
changing the lives of people right here in Rhode Island.  The small group of us learned so much and 
unanimously agreed to make McAuley Village a bigger part of our mission focus and to bring their message of 

achievement and need to everyone in our church and 
the community at large.  If you are able to join us for 
any of our Gatherings I highly recommend that you do.  
Sadly, due to numerous reasons, we are canceling 
our Christmas Gathering scheduled for December 7. 

We will hold our ‘new’ mission event that was highly 
successful last year, the Toy Drive-Thru Collection 
Drive, December 4.  Also, we welcome donations of 
cash/gift cards for places/items teens may like, as 
they are sometimes 'forgotten' and really aren't looking 
for toys such as Legos or Barbie dolls.  You may give 
cards to Joan Eichenfeldt or leave them in the 
Presbyterian Women Moderator mailbox in the office 

As always, we invite all women to consider joining us. We also thank all of you for your faithful support! 

 

                                                           “A circle of strength, founded on faith” 

                                                       Artena Fairbairn, for Presbyterian Women 
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 - - - --  ~~~ CAUGHT IN THE NET / NOTES RECEIVED ~~~   -- - - -  
CALLING TREE MESSAGES To Greenwood Church, 

Sent: Tuesday, November 9, 2021, 12:08:34 PM EST Fall colors are very much in evidence here at our home, thanks in 
part to the delivery by Cathy Schobel of the beautiful bouquet last 
Sunday finding me at my new location but still in Warwick!  Daughter 
Sandi and I moved into a lovely neighborhood just “around the 
corner” (almost) this summer, having previously lived in separate 
homes across the street from one another. It’s a great and happy 
solution to now being together in one place.  In addition to enjoying 
Cathy’s visit, I appreciate the cards received from Deacons Louis 
Messier and Beverly Carlson, well knowing I am being thought about, 
as are all my church family in my thoughts while looking forward to 
returning “to the fold” some time soon! 

Dear all, 
I received the very sad news yesterday that Henri Koldyk, father of 
Session elder Sam Koldyk, passed away suddenly and unexpectedly 
early yesterday morning at his home in Vermont.  Sam, Vera and the 
twins left for Vermont to be with his Sam's mother Janet; please pray 
for this family during this most difficult time. Henri and Janet Koldyk 
have worshipped frequently with us over the six years Sam and Vera 
have been members of our congregation, Henri (76) was adored by 
his twin grandchildren, Samantha and Janet. 
Rest in peace, dear Henri. 

Staying well, and wishing the same to each of you, 
I/we will keep you posted as we learn more.  

Norma MacLeod 
Sent: Tuesday, November 2, 2021, 11:38:04 AM EDT 

Hi Steve, Dear all, 
Thank you for the beautiful [chancel] flowers.  Thanks for thinking of 
me.  I watch you every week on my pad, and I sing 
along with you all.   

I just learned this morning that long-time church member Robert 
Allard passed away in Florida; he had turned 95 years old June 12.  
Many of you will remember Bob and his dear wife, Ruth; they had 
been married 62 years at the time of her March 11, 2011 passing, 
eleven days after her 90th birthday.  Some of you may remember it 
was Ruth's second marriage; her first husband had been KIA during 
WW II serving on the aircraft carrier USS Ranger.  Bob and Ruth 
later met when they worked for the same company and were married 
June 12, 1948 (Bob's 22nd birthday!) at the People's Baptist Church 
in Cranston, and Ruth's son Charles was blessed with a new (and 
VERY kind and gentle) Dad.  The Allards became members of 
Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian April 7, 1985. 

Thank you for everything!   
Love, 
Lolly (Morse) 

Dear Pastor Clark & my Fellow Friends @ Greenwood: 
I would like to bring everyone up to date on the surgeries I had.  I am 
mending well and should be good as new by the New Year.  I would 
like to thank you, Pastor, for your visit at the rehab and bringing me 
beautiful flowers.  I would like to thank, also, Wayne M. and Lou M. 
for bringing me beautiful flowers to my home.  I feel so blessed on 
the numerous cards I received and all the well wishes.  I want to 
thank Circle VII for the Edible Arrangement.  It was delicious.  Thank 
you to Cathy S. and Jane (Choir) for their unsuccessful visit (ed note: 
see FB pic below).  I wasn't in the room when they came, as I was in 
PT.  Thank you for the gifts you left.  It was very much appreciated. 
Also, I want to thank Deb Stacey for her visits.  She made my stay at 
the rehab a little more tolerable.  Also, Deb came to the house and 
we worked on some projects for the bazaar.  Although my project 
didn't work out as well. we had some laughs.  It is overwhelming to 
know that our church members are so caring. Thank you ALL.  I miss 
everyone and hope you have a very Blessed Christmas! 

I can't remember exactly when Bob moved down to Ft. McCoy, 
Florida, but it was not long after Ruth had departed.  Their son lived 
in Ocala, FL.  The family has been in touch with the Carpenter Jenks 
funeral home, and we are planning a graveside service at the Elm 
Grove cemetery (North Kingstown) November 18.  That is all the 
information I have at this time; when all arrangements are confirmed, 
an obituary will be posted. 
Rest in peace, dear Bob. 
Sent: Thursday, October 14, 2021, 03:33:22 PM EDT 
Dear all, 
I regret this is coming just a bit late, but please remember Deacons' 
treasurer and long-time Greenwood member Monika Algozino in your 
prayers.  She underwent long-awaited hip replacement surgery 
Tuesday, which also included related surgery to repair a torn muscle 
... both procedures went smoothly, and she was just transferred 
today from Kent Hospital to Cedar Crest Nursing Centre in Cranston 
(125 Scituate Avenue, Cranston, RI 02921) for rehabilitation care. 

Love,  
Monika Algozino 

Blessings and best regards, 
Stephen L. Clark, Pastor 
Sent: Wednesday, November 24, 2021, 01:55:40 PM EST 

Calling Tree Message(s): 
(1)  The following was read during last Sunday's worship service; 
most of you will remember Tom Harrop's brother Steve was in very 
critical condition a few weeks ago -- 
Reverend Clark, 
I personally want to thank Greenwood Community Church and its 
members for keeping my brother Steve in their prayers.  He has 
made what the medical staff referred to as a "miraculous" recovery. 
It was just a few short weeks ago that they didn't know if he would 
survive and advised us to say prayers. Those prayers worked and 
Steve has been moved to Whittier Rehabilitation Center to continue 
his road of recovery. They're not sure if he'll return to the same level 
that he was before Covid, but he's still with us. This truly makes 
gives our entire family something extra special to be thankful for. 
Thank You, Tom Harrop 

2. Sandy Olson had an unfortunate fall in her back yard late last 
week, fracturing her patella.  Subsequent surgery is scheduled; while 
anticipated to be an outpatient procedure, she will be confined to 
home for at least the next four to six weeks.  Please remember her in 
your prayers and thoughts. 
3. We celebrate with the Majeika family, as they are anticipating the 
birth of yet ANOTHER Majeika; I believe Majeika Child Number Six is 
about six weeks along!  Please remember the family, especially mom 
Corrie, in your prayers! 
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