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Dear All -- As I write this just prior to October 3, World Communion Sunday, I beg your indulgence as I opt to 
exercise a little pastoral prerogative and re-print my cover letter from October 2005.  As many of our current 

members have joined our congregation in the sixteen years since this was originally printed, and as it retold stories 
that were printed back in 1997-1998 issues (and between 1997/98 and October 2005, as mentioned below, some 200 new 

members had united with our congregation!) that means a WHOLE bunch of you in our current congregation may not know 
these stories … which seem like only yesterday in some ways to me; they are so vivid in my memories … AND many 

of you never knew my dear wife.  Reprinted on the next page is one of her columns from 1998, which provided 
much of the content for the second “magical moment” described below. It’s hard to believe it has been well over 22 
years since Ann departed; I so wish everyone here had the chance to meet and know her … but someday, you will! 

 

 

Dear Members and Friends, 

Each World Communion Sunday, as we share the Lord's Supper vicariously with our 
Protestant Christian brothers and sisters around the world, I fondly remember two magical 
moments I was privileged to experience in Eastern Europe soon after the fall of the Berlin Wall.  
(My wife had written about these in 1997-98 issues of Fisherman's News; however, since @ 200 have joined the 
congregation since then, many of you may not know these stories!)   

THE FIRST TOOK PLACE JULY 1990.  We were in Poland with 41 high school students and 10 
adults from our church in New Jersey; I/we had organized a two-week mission trip to the town of 
Zywiec, where we helped a small Protestant congregation renovate and expand a building for 

use as a church center.  This was just a little over a year after the Poles had ousted the communist government in free 
elections.  Like proverbial dominos, governments all over the Eastern Bloc had toppled, and people throughout the region 
were savoring their first real tastes of democracy.  One of the highlights of our time in Poland was the day we spent at a 
youth rally in Dziegelow, a few hours’ drive from Zywiec and not far from the Czech border.  There we joined about 5,000 
young Europeans who pitched tents and braved unseasonable cold and rain for a week of Christian revival meetings. 

We were overwhelmed by the irrepressible joy of those gathered.  Young people from then-Czechoslovakia, which 
also had a newly-elected, non-Communist government, were allowed to cross the border and participate in this rally for 
the first time; we were told there were also many Hungarians, Romanians and Ukranians present as well.  We watched as 
these passionately faithful young people relished their new freedom to worship.  One particular chorus was an obvious 
crowd favorite; each of the three times they stood to sing it we were moved by the way they held hands, looked 
heavenward and lifted voices to sing words which were clearly heartfelt … words that, unfortunately, we did not 
understand, as they were singing in Polish.  

A few weeks later, back in New Jersey, the music director of our church (the Presbyterian Church at New Providence) invited 
the congregation to learn a new chorus one Sunday morning.  As Geoff started playing and singing, my wife and I and 
many of the young people who had been with us in Poland sat bolt upright … for we recognized immediately the tune from 
that cold, wet day at the Polish youth rally.  It was one of those divine "coincidences;" Geoff had no idea.  Ann and I were 
moved to tears as we realized just what our Eastern European friends had been singing: 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, 
Give thanks, because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son. 

And now, let the weak say: “I am strong!”  Let the poor say, “I am rich!” 
Because of what the Lord has done for us. 

Ann wrote in the 11/97 Fisherman's News, "While Steve and I sing these words with great joy, we cannot begin to match the 
conviction of our friends in Eastern Europe.  For they have been (and in many ways, still are) weak and poor in ways we are not -- and yet they can 
sing with sincere confidence that God has made them strong and rich."   

THE SECOND MAGICAL MOMENT TOOK PLACE THREE YEARS LATER, JULY 1993.  Ann and I (with then-18 month old Lydia in tow, 
AND, unknown to us at the time, Stephen was @ one month on the way; he was born the following April!) were guests of the Rev. Lothar 
Alisch, father of eight (ranging in age 8 months to 18 years!) and pastor of a large parish in Zittau, located in the former East 
Germany near the Polish border.  Lothar invited me to preach that Sunday (with Ann translating), and to assist in serving 
communion.  As was their practice, communion utilized a common cup; worshipers came forward pew by pew to gather in 
a semi-circle as they received the elements.  After Lothar distributed the bread, I would present the chalice to each 
worshipper, saying "Christi Blut fuer Dich vergossen." ("The blood of Christ, shed for you.") 

One stooped, elderly woman clasped her worn, gnarled, trembling hands over mine when her turn came.  Together 
we slowly lifted the cup to her lips.  When she finished, she looked up and our eyes met.  She made no attempt to hide 
her tears as she continued clinging to the chalice and my hands for an unusually long time.  It was a mildly awkward 
moment; I waited until she released her grip, and moved on to the next communicant.   

After the service ended, Pastor Alisch took us aside, his own eyes shining with emotion.  "I must tell you why that woman 
would not let go of the cup -- and of you," he explained excitedly.  "She has just emigrated here from Kazakhstan" -- one of the former 
Soviet republics -- "and this is her very first communion in almost fifty years!"   

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 2005 IS OCTOBER 2; join us as we gather vicariously at 
the Lord's Table with our brothers and sisters around the world.  As we join hearts 
with them may we, too, GIVE THANKS for what the Lord has done for us, and may 
we all be mindful of just how privileged we are to freely gather to receive the 
Sacrament and hear the words, "The blood of Christ, shed for you."  
 
Stephen L. Clark, Pastor 

http://www.gccp.org/
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Waiting by the Music Director ‘s car … 
possibly yet ANOTHER choir recruit? 



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
 Joann Rudolph, Kristine Swanson, Kevin Golde, Matt Majeika, Virginia Jacobs 

 
 RALLY DAY September 12 was the start of our Sunday School classes for the 
fall.  All classes take place 11:15 a.m. – 12:00 noon.  The Adult Class meets 
in the parlor with Kevin Golde; see explanation below.  Grades 6-12 meet in 
the 29Eleven room with Director of Family Ministries Virginia Jacobs and 
Cynthia Pisano. They are discussing Teen Topics in a Biblical framework, 
using materials from minibiblelessons.com.  Grades 1-5 are gathering on the 
third floor of the Sunday School wing with Alexis Cobb, Vera Koldyk, and 
Kristine Swanson. They will be studying the life of Moses, using the Bible and 
curriculum from the David C. Cook Publishing Company.  Our Pre-K and 
Kindergarten class meets in the Kindergarten classroom, on the first floor. 

Their teachers are: Olivia Black, Cheryl Bowser, Claudette Pailin and Joann Rudolph.  They will be using 
curriculum from David C. Cook Publishing and the Play & Pray Bible.  Any member of the congregation is 
welcome to join their child or grandchild in class, or come by to participate and/or observe.  We are all trying to 
learn about God, how to grow closer to Him and bring Him glory! 
ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION, 11:15 – 12 NOON EACH SUNDAY:  From class leader 
and Session elder Kevin Golde:  “I have been looking for a curriculum for Adult Sunday 
School for the new year of Christian Education starting September 12.  I have looked at 
six different Bible studies and I have found what I think is an excellent source of materials 
for Adult Sunday School.  Ligonier Ministries has a whole library of lessons online at 
https://www.ligonier.org/learn/series  These video lectures cover many different topics and 
there are sessions on various studies of the Bible.  The videos are about 20-25 minutes 
long, which is perfect for a 45 minute class, leaving time for discussion of the lesson.  We are now following a 
teaching series on the book of Psalms by Dr. W. Robert Godfrey entitled, ‘Learning to Love the Psalms.’ "   

(Editor’s note: early in his career Dr. Godfrey was my Church History professor in seminary, he was and is a delightful man!  -- pc) 
 

NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR OF FAMILY MINISTRIES: 
 

 Calling All Youth Grades 6 and younger !! 

You are invited to King’s Kids! 

Sundays, 5:00-7:00  
 

s will follow!  

KING’S KIDS CONTINUES SUNDAY NIGHTS!  ALL ARE ENCOURAGED TO 
JOIN US AND BRING A FRIEND!  All children up through grade 6 are invited to 
join us from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. for fun and games, crafts, cooking, music and 
so much more.  Be sure to bring a friend!  We support each other in prayer 
and learn good Christian values.  Our mission this year will again be 
"Operation Christmas Child," so please start saving shoe boxes and small gift 
items to go in them.  Detail

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT CONTINUES OCTOBER 1!  
Come join us the first Friday of each month for a night of 
fun (6:00 – 9:00 p.m.)!   Parents, drop your children of 
any age with us while you go relax, have dinner, shop, 
etc.  We will entertain them for hours!  October 1 we will 
work on crafts, eat pizza and watch movies.  The 
program is directed by me and assisted by Loretta 
Nelson and Nancy Sumrall along with teens who have 
completed our Child Protection training. 

FELLOWSHIP DINNERS ARE PLANNED TO 
BEGIN OCTOBER 13!   This pre-pandemic 
popular event will resume WEDNESDAYS, 5:30-
7:00PM (or whenever you can arrive!).  All are 
welcome for this midweek pick-me-up.    We are 
so happy to anticipate having this program back 
again; come as you are and bring nothing except 
your love for God and each other!  We will 
supply dinner, and then whisk your children off to play and/or do 
homework while the adults relax and hear some inspiring words, have 
a Hymn sing and/or enjoy some other presentation. We are finished in 

plenty of time for choir rehearsal!  October 13 we plan to have a time of sharing with each other how God has 
been working in our lives in different ways through the difficulties of this pandemic.  
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29ELEVEN YOUTH MINISTRIES 
 

Greetings from the 29Eleven family – 

We are currently in the start of our school year, which is always difficult after a 
restful summer break. This year’s circumstances have brought even more 
questions than usual. So, I felt it was only appropriate to kick off our studies with 
our “BIG QUESTIONS: QUESTIONS THAT LEAVE A MARK” series.  While leading the 

students into the importance of asking 
questions, it has amazed me to see the 
dialogue arise during our times together.  
These questions to everyday life are difficult 
even for older adults to understand, so it is 
so important that we take the time as 
leaders/stewards to help the teens study and learn God’s path for our 
lives.  Remember - if we’re not the ones teaching them, someone else is.  
It’s why we try our best to guide our youth in living amongst the Christians 
in their lives as we are directed to in Proverbs 13:20 -- “Whoever walks with 
the wise becomes wise, but the companion of fools will suffe

                      
 

r harm.” 

While getting spiritually challenged in understanding God and His purpose 
for the things going on around us, we have had the opportunity to connect 
with fun.  The students have taken on the roles of creating the weekly 

games, and it has been a joy to add some new games and ideas to the mix!  We are certainly looking forward 
to the ideas to come (and it seems that there are MANY more to come). 

We closed out this month with our monthly “CONNECT” gathering. We 
went for a night of laser tag, food, and games at BattlegroundZ in 
Lincoln.  These events are a great opportunity for us to just be with one 
another, enjoy each other’s company, and invite friends to get to know 
our group in a stress-free environment.  Matthew 5:14-16 tells us, “You are 
the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. In the same way, let your light 
shine before others, so tha t they may see your good works and give glory to your Father 
wo is in heaven.”  We take these words to heart in training up these teens as 
they go out into the world around them.  As a follower of Christ, we should 
stand out, and people will notice.  We pray that these students are well-
equipped to share the light of love of Christ with their family and peers 
with the confidence they can only find in His strength. 

In Christ, 
Matthew Majeika 

Director of Young Adult Ministries 
 

 
 

      39ers’ OCTOBER GATHERING! 
              Wednesday, October 20 
                       12:00 Noon 

 
      Chelo’s Restaurant, 2225 Post Road 

                                        Choose off the menu! 
 
                     Please Join Us! 

                               If you need a ride or a reservation,  
                          please call Joan Eichenfeldt (xxx-xxxx). 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Doris Fahlman  10/19 Janice Dailey  10/10 Andrew Donilon  10/01 
Gina Carson  10/22 Barry Baxter  10/11 Kathaleen Cheney  10/02 
Adam Jones  10/24 Ashley Taylor  10/12 Peggy McKeever  10/04 

Joyce Riccitelli  10/25 Elizabeth Cloxton  10/13 Nancy Soave  10/04 
Richard LaBanca  10/28 Cheslyn Harrop  10/13 Alyssa Jencks  10/06 
Evelyn Majeika 10/28 Maggie Hebert  10/15 Emmy Kmet  10/06 
Grace Seufert  10/29 Darroch Fairbairn Summers 10/17 Karen Ruhren  10/06 

Katherine Hebert  10/31 Lori Pickup  10/18 Melissa Algozino  10/07 
 Marge Allstrom  10/19 
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Jean Greco  10/08 
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MUSIC PROGRAM 
Dear friends, 
Those who were present for worship on Sunday, September 19th took part in (for 
what I believe is the first time at Greenwood Church!) a Service of 
Commissioning for those who serve in our music ministry.  Commissioning 
gives us the opportunity to pledge our congregational prayer and support to be 
with this ministry (a formal acknowledgement of the tremendous support this 
congregation ALWAYS shows its ministry of music!), and to articulate what it is 
we hope to do in music ministry, reminding ourselves of our goals for music in 
the worship service.  Without question, Greenwood Church believes that music is 
an important part of worship … this is a church that SINGS, and our services 
resonate with joyful song!  But what exactly is music doing for us in worship? 
Think of the many functions our music fulfills.  Our choir and instrumentalists LEAD our congregation to sing 
together effectively, confidently, worshipfully.  Our choir and soloists sing BEFORE the congregation, as an 
offering of the ministry of the Word.  We offer music – whether instrumental or vocal, with text or without – to 
INSPIRE reverence, awe, and joy as we invoke the Holy Spirit among us in our gathering and seek to set the 
tones for worship.  Perhaps most importantly, all of our musical offerings ARE acts of worship, on behalf of the 
musician and the hearer, on behalf of the individual and the collective.  ALL encourage the congregation to 
PARTICIPATE and WORSHIP, whether through joining in song or responding in your heart to the offering of 
music, Word, and praise from a soloist, the stirring benediction of the organ postlude, the inspiration of a violin 
prelude, or the commanding interpretation of Scripture in a choral anthem.  For this reason I am very careful in 

the way we describe what we do here – not using 
terms of “performance” and “audience,” but 
describing a presentation, an offering – an act of 
worship.  The Rev. Dr. James White spins this a bit in 
his treatise on Christian worship, writing that in 
worship ALL gathered are performers – the worship 
leaders (pastor, musicians, lector) serve as 
“conductors” directing the congregation toward that 
“melodious sonnet sung by flaming tongues above,” 
before our audience of One.* 

porate body. 

On September 19th, we asked our volunteers to pray that “what they sing may be 
believed in their hearts, and what is believed in their hearts be demonstrated in their 
lives.”  I trust and pray that this is the goal of all those who serve in our ministry of 
music, but I would further propose that it is the calling of each of us in worship.  Let 
us all be open to the leading of the “Divine Conductor,” that our worship may unite 
us in true praise, and through this praise draw us nearer to living holy lives.  As we 
worship, this congregational participation in our music – even if that participation is 
inward, responding to what is being presented, receiving the Word, and joining in 

our prayer – sometimes yields a 
physical reaction.  If we believe we are truly sharing an act 
of worship as our musicians play and sing, such a 
response can be an indication of our success – a 
wonderful sign!  Sometimes this is expressed as applause, 
in which case we trust and pray that the applause is your 
physical response to the act of worship we have shared; 
sort of a demonstrated “AMEN,” 
perhaps, giving thanks to God for 
the offering shared for His glory.  

For that matter, we often hear audible cries of “AMEN,” and I must admit I find this the 
most encouraging response to our music … to me, it feels like a congregational sealing 
of our shared experience as worship on behalf of the cor
Let us worship, sing, and pray together with hearts open to the calling of the Spirit … and 
if that Spirit moves you through our music, add your voice to ours in a hearty “AMEN!” 
Blessings, 

/s/ John 
John C. Black, Director of Music and Choirs, Organist 

Alexandra K. Nichols, Music Associate 
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* Ed. note … after reading  
John’s “conductor” theme 

above, this related 
Kierkegaard quote came 
to mind … from the 2016 
Ash Wednesday worship 
service meditation -- pc 



                                            LIBRARY LINES 

We recently received two recommendations of books from the Greenwood Church library: 

The first was from Antoinette Snyman who recommends The Screwtape Letters by C. S. Lewis.  The 
Screwtape Letters is a well-known Christian apologetic, dedicated to Lewis’ Oxford colleague, close 
friend and renowned author J.R.R. Tolkein.  It is written in a satirical, epistolary style and while 
fictional in format, the plot and characters are used to address Christian theological issues, primarily 
those to do with temptation and resistance to it. 

The second was recommended by Mike and Sue Desmond. In a Heartbeat is the true story behind 
the movie, The Blind Side, starring Sandra Bullock and Tim McGraw, based on the story of Leigh Anne and Sean Tuohy 
and pro football legend Michael Oher.  This is an excellent read and inspiring tale of a remarkable Christian family and 
their miraculous transformation of a homeless boy through their cheerful and selfless giving! 

100 DAYS OF DANTE! It’s not too late to join the world’s largest Dante reading group for this remarkable adventure.  Begun 
September 8th and ending Easter 2022, you can read three cantos per week, while learning from teachers who know and 
love Dante’s writing well.  Through the weekly videos you can explore Dante’s masterpiece, The Divine Comedy, and its 
literary, theological and spiritual significance.  All videos are archived, and you can read the book from the website.  For 
more information and to register please contact 100daysofdante.com, sponsored by Baylor University’s Honors College 

Respectfully submitted, 

 Emmy Kmet, Marcia Camp and Dena Janson 

- - - --  ~~~ CAUGHT IN THE NET / NOTES RECEIVED ~~~   -- - - -
Dear Folks, 
Thanking you for the lovely flowers, your thoughtfulness, kindness 
and consideration. I am truly blessed by Greenwood Community 
Church.  In Jesus’ Holy Name, Love, Carolyn Girard 
Dear Ginny, Steve & my dear friends at Greenwood Church, 
Thank you for sending this beautiful bouquet of flowers!  I also thank 
you from the bottom of my heart for all the prayers for my family and 
me, the wonderful, thoughtful notes and cards from Louis, Ann, Betty 
McClung, Harry & Sheila and lots of others.  My cup runneth over!  I 
told Ginny I cried “Happy Tears”  when I received the flowers and 
notes!  Thank you for including me in your church via your online 
ministries; I so enjoy the Sunday School led by Kevin Golde on 
Zoom!   I feel very blessed to be able to view the awesome services 
and listen to Pastor Clark’s sermons, along with all the beautiful 
music.  God bless you all!   
In Christian Love, Barbie 
(Ed. note:  Barbie and I have been friends for fifty-plus years; she 
resides with husband Vern in Florida.  She originally joined us online 
with the Facebook Hymn Sings in 2020, and continues to participate 
regularly via livestreamed worship and the Adult Sunday School 
class via Zoom.  Long story, but she recently was rather suddenly 
hospitalized in critical care with an unspecified brain condition that 
put her in a comatose state, which she eventually and even 
miraculously came out of and is now recuperating at home. She 
added: “PS: Please forgive me if I’ve missed anyone. I never thought 
I’d ever be in a coma!”  This was recently posted by her sister: 

 
On August 1, 2021 at 3:52 PM <revdrclark@verizon.net> wrote: 
Hi Debbie (and Jim), 
Great to see you in church today, and my apologies ... I don't even 
know if you heard me or not, but I mistakenly called Jim the wrong 
name ... I'm not always firing on all cylinders after a full service, and 

mixing up his involvement with D.A.V. with his first name, I called him 
Dave.  By the time I realized what I'd said, you were long gone. 
On a related note, I had been meaning to contact the two of you 
regarding D.A.V. for some time anyway ... our Deacons financially 
support various local helping agencies with whom Greenwood 
members are involved, both to encourage our church members to be 
involved in such agencies AND to have something of a personal 
connection with each agency.  We have ten we currently support, but 
have lost the "personal" connection with two and are going to be 
reviewing our list of ten this September (when we resume our 
monthly meetings; we don't meet in the summer).  With your OK, and 
if you're still involved, I'd like to recommend the Deacons add 
Disabled American Veterans to their supported agencies. 
Again, my apologies ... I really do know your name(s).  (: 
Blessings, Stephen L. Clark, Pastor 

From: James Burrows  
Sent: Tuesday, August 3, 2021, 10:34:04 AM EDT 
Thanks Steve! Nice of you to think of our organization, the Disabled 
American Veterans.  I've been a member for over 40 years, and 
became active when I retired 11 years ago.  I rose through the officer 
ranks and became the State Commander in 2016-2018, and Deb 
became active in the auxiliary as well, also serving as the State 
Commander of the DAV Auxiliary for the same two years.  The DAV 
Auxiliary is a support group to the DAV. 
Unlike churches and educational institutions [which are 501(c)(3)], 
the Disabled American Veterans are categorized with a 501(c) (4) 
distinction which was made exclusively for organizations that are 
non-profit and which promote social welfare. The DAV has been 
around for 85+ years and is the highest rated veterans support 
organization across the internet on percentage of contributions that 
actually go for veterans' welfare. 
James W. Burrows 
Past Department Commander (2016-2018) 
DAV Department of Rhode Island; DAV VAVS Representative 
From: Stephen Clark <revdrclark@verizon.net> 
Dear Jim, 
At their stated meeting Thursday, September 23, the Board of 
Deacons unanimously approved a $1,000 donation for the Disabled 
American Veterans, Department of Rhode Island.   I/we would 
appreciate your advice as to how to most efficiently submit and/or 
direct this donation as you see fit.  Thank you for your faithful service 
to DAV, as well as for your past and present service to our nation 
through our armed forces. 
Blessings and best regards, Stephen L. Clark, Pastor 
From: James Burrows  
Very generous!  Thank everyone so much!  If you could provide me 
with a check, made payable to the Disabled American Veterans - 
Department of Rhode Island, I will see that it gets where it needs to 
go to assist other disabled veterans within our State.  Wayne can just 
hand me the check on any given Sunday. 
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MISSION COMMITTEE 

The Mission Committee and Pastor Clark recently had dinner with one of our 
mission partners, Ruth Fox of International Ministries (light blue dress on the 
left).  Ruth was in the area for a weekend speaking at two American Baptist 
churches (one in North Scituate and Westerly); as the visit was brief, we were 
unable to schedule a visit to our congregation.   International Ministries, 
also known as the American Baptist 
Foreign Mission Society, works 
cross-culturally to “invite people to become 
disciples of Jesus Christ and to proclaim, 
through both word and deed, God’s reign of 

justice, peace and abundant life for all creation and to equip the body of Christ to 
engage in God’s mission.”  Ruth also happens to be a long time (40+ years) 
friend of Pastor Clark; she and her husband Chuck first visited with us 
October 2015 (an article about their ministry at that time may be found on page six of 
the March 2016 Fishermen’s News, still available at www.gccp.org) 

Ruth now serves as International Ministries newly developed position of 
Global Coordinator for Education identifying, reporting, networking, encouraging, and resourcing ministries 
of education for International Ministries global servants and partners.  Continuing and expanding upon twenty 
years of work as a mission worker in Thailand and as a regional consultant in Southeast Asia (where she and her 
husband Chuck raised their three children to adulthood), Ruth works with IM’s area directors, global servants (what we call 
“mission coworkers” in the Presbyterian church), and partners to pursue goals set forth in International Ministries’ 
Responding to the Call strategic plan related to the mission/ministry priority of education (husband Chuck is now 
pastoring a congregation in the Pittsburgh area).  This includes identifying opportunities and assisting in recruitment of 
long-term and short-term global servants, developing and sharing resources, facilitating STEP (Student Tuition 
Expense Program) projects to support students, and monitoring and reporting progress in IM-related educational 
initiatives around the globe. 

“How many Presbyterians does it take to change 
a light bulb?”  Ruth’s left headlight was out. 

Ruth had previously served eighteen years as an International Ministries global servant in Thailand, while 
Chuck worked with the indigenous churches in the region. There Ruth played a lead role in the establishment 
and development of the Chiang Ria International Christian School (CRICS) and developed a deep passion 
for education and its transformative power in the lives of children and adults.  Leslie Turley, International 
Ministries’ Area Director for Southeast Asia and Japan, shares “I am so thankful to God for the skills and experience 
Ruth brings to this role as Global Coordinator for Education.  I know that she will greatly enhance and will connect the work which many 
of our partners and global servants have in the area of education with churches and individuals who are committed to education.” 

AGATHE CENTER FOR ENTREPRENEURSHIP based in Bratislava, Slovakia is 
another one of our mission partners.  It is a ministry of Navigators, 
International “… dedicated to serving committed laborers from around the world who want 
to advance the Kingdom of God through missional enterprise.  The founders believe that 

businesses should not only make profit, but also change society for good.  This is why it is called the Agathe Center for 
Entrepreneurship - in Greek, "Agathe" means "Good."  The mission is to provide holistic support to existing and aspiring 
entrepreneurs as they know Christ and make Him known.”  Whether someone has already launched their enterprise, or 
are considering starting one, the Agathe Center can help them move to the next level.  “With the pressures of 
COVID protocols, travel restrictions, supply chains issues, a tight labor market, and more, we find it more important than ever to remind 
ourselves that almost always, good choices build upon prior good choices and the finding of the ‘good way.’ Standing at the crossroads 
today, look, ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is – and choose to go there. You will like where it takes you.”   

Three examples of Agathe’s clients: (1) The first is a young couple preparing to 
launch a Halfway House in the village of Kalinovo in central Slovakia. The Agathe 
Center helped them secure a loan to become sustainable over the next three years.  
The Halfway House will offer temporary housing to young men who just left state-run 
orphanages, as well as services including skills trainings and psychological support.  
(2) The second is Fitrock Gym in Lozorno, twenty minutes from Bratislava.  When 
other gyms were closed during the pandemic restrictions, Fitrock owner Patrik used the time to renovate the 
upper floor of a municipal building and fully equip his brand-new gym there.  They used this opportunity to 
discuss his new plans (e.g., starting kids training sessions, and using innovative technology during workouts), but also how he 
can continue to focus on business strategy without being swallowed by the concerns of day-to-day operations, 
and how to sharpen his long-term vision. (3) The third client is Tomáš, who is running an organic farm where 
he grows potatoes, carrots, parsnip, red beet and onions, and raises chicken, turkeys, cattle and pigs.  Having 
facilitated a loan for Tomáš earlier this year, it was good to experience his passion, hard work and innovative 
approach to the land and what it produces firsthand again. 

Please pray for our partners Ralph and Bonnie Gatti now that travel has opened up and brings new 
challenges.  The scope of the work of the Agathe Center continues to evolve and expand to the point that they 
will need a larger new space in 2022.  Please pray they will take full advantage of their current space and that 
they will find the most perfect next space.  Also please pray for the newly formed Navigators European 
Regional Team.  Ralph and Bonnie ask for continued prayers for them as they aspire to “serve quietly, minding 
their own affairs, and work with their hands” (I Thessalonians 4:11)  to fulfill the mission of Agathe. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Emmy Kmet, for the Mission Committee 

Sam Koldyk, Chair; Jonathan Farnsworth, Wilma Swanson, Emmy Kmet, Kevin Golde and Marcia Camp 
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NEWS FROM PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

Our Fall PW schedule is off to vibrant start, matching the beauty of Fall all around us.  We 
enjoyed a joyful Fall Coffee & Circle Kickoff, even as we followed COVID safety protocols.  Do 
know that all women are invited to join us for Gatherings and Circles?  Presbyterian Women 
information for Circle meetings and general notices can be found in the weekly church bulletin 
as well as on the Presbyterian Women bulletin board at the bottom of the stairwell leading to the 
church office.   

THE AUTUMN GATHERING, A BYOC/B (BRING YOUR OWN COFFEE/BEVERAGE) EVENT, WILL BE 7:00 P.M. OCTOBER 5TH IN 
FELLOWSHIP HALL.   Our guest speaker, the Reverend Michele Matott, is the Director of McAuley Village, and 
will be sharing about her background, McAuley Ministries (and specifically McAuley Village), and (even though we had to 
cancel our time together last year) how our impact on the ministry there has not been stopped by COVID as well as 
how their children were able to improve in school.  We certainly hope you’ll join us!  Please bring paper goods 
and non-perishable food items to donate to our community agencies. 

Thanks to your Presbyterian Women Mission Support last year, we help enable McAuley Village to 
purchase outdoor fun products, assist with children’s clothing and provide a special treat ... of the ice cream 
man!   We are so blessed to always receive a tremendous outpouring of support from all of you … THANK YOU! 

Our first project for this year - SCHOOL SUPPLIES – had been advertised in the worship bulletins throughout 
August and September as well as the previous issue of Fishermen’s News, and your response was most 
generous; thank you!   We will place a notice when the annual Health Kit collections begin.  We also collect 
other items, year-round, such as eyeglasses, pull tabs from drink cans, old cell phones, and unused greeting 
cards. The colorful collection boxes are on the shelf over the coat rack near the kitchen as well as on the blue 
table at the bottom of the stairs prior to the Fellowship Hall entryway. We thank you for helping to fill these 
boxes in order to help others. Once again thank you for supporting us and those in need. 

“A circle of strength, founded on faith” 

Artena Fairbairn, for Presbyterian Women 

FROM SANDY OLSON:  CALLING ALL THOSE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP WITH A NEW PW PROJECT!  Gwen 
Anderson spoke to me awhile back about a PROJECT LINUS she supervised in her former church and 
wondered if we would be interested.  PROJECT LINUS is a nationwide program, with Martha Scholes 
serving as Rhode Island leader.  LINUS provides small quilts for infants and teenagers in hospitals.  
Those quilts then go home with those patients.  Like our Picasso Quilts, those making LINUS quilts 

do not have to know how to sew, a big plus for those who want to help; unlike our sleeping bags 
which took hours to complete, LINUS quilts can be put together much more quickly.  If there is 

interest in this project, we will set it up to meet on the Tuesdays on which no other PW activity is 
scheduled; each session would last two hours, and the hours to schedule the workshop session 

would be determined by the group.  If interested in participating in LINUS and / or you have 
questions, please call Gwen Anderson at (401) xxx-xxxx or me, Sandy Olson, at (401) xxx-xxxx. 

“BLANKET SUNDAY” OFFERING: Through the Sundays of October you may find special donation 
envelopes in the pew racks for this annual drive of our Presbyterian Women.  We hope you will continue to 

help Church World Service provide comfort and support to children and families all over the world. 
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At the Cranston Greek Festival – L to R:  Unknown Woman, Pastor Clark, Cathy 
Schobel, Alexandra Nichols and her brother … and their sister Sophia above right 
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See Mission Committee article about Ruth, page 7! 
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