
FISHERMEN'S NEWS 
The Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian 

805 Main Avenue; Warwick, Rhode Island 
www.gccp.org  

SEPTEMBER 2021 
 

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands.  Serve the Lord with gladness: come before His 
presence with singing.  Know ye that the Lord, He is God: it is He that hath made us, and not we 

ourselves; we are His people, and the sheep of His pasture.  Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, 
and into His courts with praise: be thankful unto Him, and bless His name.   

Psalm 100:1-4, King James Version (emphasis added – slc) 

Dear Members and Friends, 
As I highlighted in a congregational letter mailed last week, our Director of Music begins his Fishermen’s 
News article with these words (and I know you can read for yourself on page 5, but they bear repeating, even more than once!):  

A church packed with summer singers, eager voices of Vacation Bible School students, a full congregation at worship, and the 
buzz of fellowship at coffee hour graced the summer of 2021 as we felt the release of pandemic restrictions and the joyful return 
toward our full life and ministry at Greenwood.  A large part of this joy has been finally welcoming back those who are returning 
to in-person worship for the first time, most of whom have expressed similar sentiments: gratitude for the technology that has 
allowed us to remain connected as best possible during this time of separation, and an affirmation of the overwhelming, 
irreplaceable experience of worshiping together as the gathered body of Christ.  If you haven’t yet been able to rejoin us in 
person, please know how dearly you are missed.  

As I said in that letter, I echo and affirm every word John wrote.  I remember thinking our music ministry under 
John's superb and resourceful direction (and subsequently, the outreach and ministry of our church!) was on 
the verge of fairly exploding in excellence, quality and numbers of people involved just when the pandemic 
restrictions hit; a dress rehearsal for the hoped-for, but cancelled, spring choir concert was just phenomenal ... 
every space in the choir loft was filled (necessitating extra chairs), the enthusiasm of the jam-packed choir 
members was palpable, the quality of the instrumentalists and voices was simply outstanding, and I was 
worried if we were going to be able to seat everyone who would come to the concert, which would have been a 
wonderful problem to have.  But, the concert didn’t happen.  Well, this summer has just flown by, and weekly 
worship enhanced by our excellent and varied ministry of music has been an absolute delight!  So many of you 
have stepped to the plate with your voices, your instruments, your (considerable!) time and dedication, your 
energy and your enthusiasm to make our worship experiences a true blessing to God and to all of us!   
I know many here already appreciate this, but I’ll dare say it anyway … even with the limitations and mild 
setbacks caused by the pandemic restrictions, we are genuinely blessed with a vital ministry of high quality 
music in this congregation carried out by people of ALL ages that I believe really is unmatched by any other 
church in this state … and it only promises to continue to grow and enhance our worship of God even more!  
Also, we are constantly striving to make adjustments/upgrades to the sound system to both improve the aural 
dynamics of our sanctuary as well as enhance the quality of our live streaming service as we eagerly anticipate 
continued re-growth this fall season.  On a related note, we all owe a HUGE debt of gratitude to the dedicated 
and gifted volunteers and staff putting in many extra hours learning how to master and implement at-times 
difficult new technology as we make these ministry improvements and increase the quality of our outreach.  
And as I also stated earlier, I/we do certainly understand some are still cautious about gathering in person, and 
am/are grateful many of you join us each and every Sunday through the new technology of live streaming.   
Again, it’s with unanimous Session approval following input (including slight time adjustments) from Christian 
Education Committee, Worship Committee, Chancel Choir, the various youth ministries and the church staff, 
that the following Sunday schedule will go into effect September 12:   WORSHIP: 10:00 A.M. (CHOIR REHEARSAL: 
9:00 A.M.)  COFFEE HOUR: 11:00 A.M.  SUNDAY SCHOOL (FOR ALL AGES): 11:15 A.M. – NOON.  Sunday evenings 
continue as before: King’s Kids: 5:00 P.M. – 7:00 P.M.  29Eleven: 6:00 P.M.  – 8:00 P.M.  We believe retaining 
a single, unified service of worship as we gradually emerge out of the pandemic limitations will make the very 
best use of the resources of the church, our volunteers and staff, and also makes sense logistically until the 
day our attendance actually requires additional services … which  will be a wonderful problem to actually have, 
as it would’ve been March 2020!  This schedule will also better enable us to worship together as a church 
family, as we endeavor to make an ever-increasingly joyful, worshipful and quality noise unto the Lord! 
Stephen L. Clark, Pastor 

Pastoral Post Script.  CONGRATULATIONS to three of our Greenwood family who have 
announced engagements to be married!  The “Caught in the Net” section was rather full in 
this issue, so I thought I’d make this part of the “front page news:”  Cheslyn Harrop has 
asked me to officiate her wedding (unfortunately, I didn’t get the lucky man’s name yet!) 
June 4, 2022 at the Crestwood country club in Rehoboth, MA; Matthew Rothermel asked 
me to officiate his July 2, 2022 wedding to Taylor Gustafson, to whom he was engaged 
last December; they will be married at Blackstone National in Sutton, MA; and in this picture 
taken just this past Saturday (which I lifted from Facebook) Molli Swiatek accepted the 
marriage proposal of Kevin Lunnen.  Cheslyn is the daughter of Tom and Doreen 
Harrop; Matthew is the son of Jonathan and Elaine Rothermel; and Molli (who 
sings/solos frequently for us in worship) is the daughter of Jay and Patti Swiatek. 

http://www.gccp.org/


65 years!  Stu and Betty Mason 

Pulpit view of Alexandra’s amazing prelude 
June 27 …  played with only her left hand! 

John selfie with string ensemble, my birthday mountaintop selfie with Steve 

Happy Birthday, dear Angie!  (and yes, those candles do say 97!) 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
 Joann Rudolph, Kristine Swanson, Kevin Golde, Matt Majeika, Virginia Jacobs 

 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL took place July 12-16.  Virginia Jacobs did a wonderful job as the 
director, organizer, teacher and leader of fifty (!) students, helpers and teachers.  We 
enjoyed a wonderful week of stories, songs, crafts, games, and snacks while participating 
in “Destination Dig.”  The main Bible verse for the week was Jeremiah 29:13 - “You will 
seek Me and find Me when you seek Me with all your heart."  Our Junior Archeologists 
dug into the Truth about Jesus. Thank you to the many selfless volunteers and our church 
staff who helped make this a most memorable and enjoyable week! 

RALLY DAY IS COMING SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12!  Sunday School classes will begin as well as 
the fall schedule of ONE Service of Worship at 10:00 A.M.  Students from grades Pre-K 
through 12 will meet in the sanctuary following the worship service, where Pastor Clark will 
lead us in songs and co-superintendent Krissy Swanson will give a brief message of 
welcome.  Students will then be excused to their classes. We appreciate the faithful hearts 
and hands of all of our Sunday School teachers.  We are also grateful to John Pickup for 
cleaning and preparing and sanitizing the classroom spaces for our use. 

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION, 11:15 – 12 NOON EACH SUNDAY:  From class leader 
and Session elder Kevin Golde:  “I have been looking for a curriculum for Adult Sunday 
School for the new year of Christian Education starting September 12. I have looked at six 
different Bible studies and I have found what I think is an excellent source of materials for 
Adult Sunday School.  Ligonier Ministries has a whole library of lessons online at 
https://www.ligonier.org/learn/series  These video lectures cover many different topics and 
there are sessions on various studies of the Bible. The videos are about 20-25 minutes 
long, which is perfect for a 45 minute class, leaving time for discussion of the lesson.  I plan to begin with a 
teaching series on the book of Psalms by W. Robert Godfrey entitled, ‘Learning to Love the Psalms.’ "   

(Editor’s note: early in his career Dr. Godfrey was my Church History professor in seminary, he was and is a delightful man!  -- slc) 
 

NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR OF FAMILY MINISTRIES: 
 

“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.”  -- Proverbs 22:6  
 

 
 Calling All Youth Grades 6 and younger !! 

You are invited to King’s Kids! 

Sundays, 5:00-7:00  
 

KING’S KIDS BEGINS SEPTEMBER 12!  ALL ARE ENCOURAGED TO JOIN US AND BRING A FRIEND!  All children 
up through grade 6 are invited to join us from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. for fun and games, crafts, cooking, music and 
so much more.  Be sure to bring a friend! We support each other in prayer and learn good Christian values. 
Our mission this year will again be "Operation Christmas Child," so please start saving shoe boxes and small 
gift items to go in them. More details will follow!  

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT BEGINS SEPTEMBER 10!  Come join us the first Friday of each 
month for a night of fun (6:00 – 9:00 p.m.)!   Parents, drop your children of any age with us 
while you go relax, have dinner, shop, etc.  We will entertain them for hours!  On 
September 10 we will work on crafts, eat pizza and watch movies.  The program is 
directed by DCM Virginia Jacobs assisted by Loretta Nelson and Nancy Sumrall along with 
teens who have completed our Child Protection training. 

FAMILY DINNERS ARE PLANNED TO BEGIN AGAIN OCTOBER 6!   If the way be 
clear, this popular event will resume WEDNESDAYS, 5:30-7:00PM (or whenever you can 
arrive!).  All are welcome for this midweek pick-me-up; the fellowship we have is amazing.  
We are so happy to anticipate having this program back again; come as you are and bring 
nothing except your love for God and each other!  We will supply dinner, and then whisk 
your children off to play and/or do homework while the adults relax and hear some 
inspiring words, have a Hymn sing and/or enjoy some other presentation. We are finished 
in plenty of time for choir rehearsal!   

**** 
Did you know we have five Facebook pages (tour private, one public) connected to the church? 

• "GREENWOOD COMMUNITY CHURCH, PRESBYTERIAN" our public page with updates, announcements, 
pictures and our occasional online Hymn Sing. 

• “SUNDAY SCHOOL GREENWOOD COMMUNITY CHURCH”  Online Sunday School lessons and other updates 
• "GREENWOOD MUSIC"- All the updates and pictures for the Music Ministry. 
• "KINGS KIDS GREENWOOD " Updates and pictures of our King’s Kids activities. 
• "MEMBERS OF GREENWOOD"  Lots of inspirational, fun things here including members’ conversations. 
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29ELEVEN YOUTH MINISTRIES 
 

Greetings, Greenwood family – 

It has been a while since I have given an update on our ministry, but we have 
certainly been in a time of immense blessing amongst our students!  We 
have gone through highs and lows amongst our group, and I feel at peace in 
saying that we are starting this school year on a high note. 

In May, our morning Sunday School completed the Gospel of Luke, and 
began exploring Luke’s view of “What happened next?” in his accounts in 
Acts.  It has been a great time of exploring what it means to be a Christian, 
and furthermore, what it means to live in fellowship in the company of the believers (Acts 2:37-47). 

Acts 2:42 says, “And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers.”  We have taken that to be a lifestyle in our group.  During the school year, we gathered 
once a month for dinner and an activity to get to know each other better.  This summer certainly looked 
different from years past as we were again unable to go on our annual FUGE Summer Mission Trip due to 
pandemic restrictions, though we were able to gather almost weekly around a campfire at our home, and 
laugh, talk, and eat.  We closed out our summer gatherings with our family dinner night – a tradition we pray 
we will be able to keep for years to come. 

This June, we had a few students graduate that we would like to recognize.  Logan 
Carson graduated from Coventry High School, and will continue his studies at the 
University of Rhode Island this fall, majoring in Civil Engineering.  Hadiya “Adi” 
Pfeiffer graduated from St. Raphael Academy, and will also continue her studies at 
the University of Rhode Island this fall, double majoring in Nutrition/Dietetics and 
Sociology.  Amelia “Meils” Lombard graduated from Tollgate High School, and 
will continue her studies at the Community College of Rhode Island this fall, 
majoring in Film and Media Communications.  Congratulations to you all, and may 
you always be reminded of God’s promise through Jeremiah:  

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give 
you a future and a hope. Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will hear you. 

You will seek Me and find Me, when you seek Me with all your heart.” (29:11-13) 

In Christ, 
Matthew Majeika 

Director of Young Adult Ministries 
 

                      
 

 
 

 39ers’ SEPTEMBER GATHERING! 
        Wednesday, September 15 
                   12:00 Noon 

 
  Chelo’s Restaurant, 2225 Post Road 

                                   Choose off the menu! 
 
                 Please Join Us! 

                           If you need a ride or a reservation,  
                      please call Joan Eichenfeldt (737-0128). 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Sandra Ensey  9/20 Jack Kramer  9/13 Laura Whaley  9/02 
Jesstin Jacobs  9/21 Shereen Dietz  9/14 Matthew Demers  9/02 
Loretta Nelson  9/21 Robert Nordstrom  9/14 Cathy Insana  9/04 
Joyce Devolve  9/23 Nancy Blasdell  9/17 Laura Taylor  9/04 

Russell Sanchez DeLozada  9/25 Beverly Carson  9/18 Samantha Aguire  9/04 
Michael Whaley  9/25 Janet Koldyk  9/18 Tess Ruhren  9/07 

Linda Martin  9/27 Samantha Koldyk  9/18 Wayne Nolan  9/09 
Bill Cheney  9/29 Juliette Majeika 9/19 Lynn Kramer  9/10 

 
-4-

Thomas Harrop  9/11 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartbest.com%2Fseptember-birthday-clipart&psig=AOvVaw2CCsMBshO_rJfk-TCYJhLF&ust=1625074397465000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAoQjRxqFwoTCICIlJGwvfECFQAAAAAdAAAAABAa�


MUSIC PROGRAM 
Dear friends, 
A church packed with summer singers, eager voices of VBS students, a full congregation 
at worship, and the buzz of fellowship at coffee hour graced the summer of 2021 as we 
felt the release of pandemic restrictions and the joyful return toward our full life and 
ministry at Greenwood.  A large part of this joy has been finally welcoming back those 
who are returning to in-person worship for the first time, most of whom have expressed 
similar sentiments: gratitude for the technology that has allowed us to remain connected 
as best possible during this time of separation, and an affirmation of the overwhelming, 
irreplaceable experience of worshiping together as the gathered body of Christ. If you 
haven’t yet been able to rejoin us in person, please know how dearly you are missed. 

Olivia and I experienced this firsthand at the beginning of the summer as we 
visited the Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, while in 
the area for a recital I performed at the First Presbyterian Church of Pompano 
Beach (necessitating a rare Sunday away … a tremendous thanks is owed to Music Associate 
Alexandra Nichols for so wonderfully leading worship here that morning!). We have long been 
online followers of Coral Ridge (known for its television ministry of founding pastor D. James 
Kennedy and organist Diane Bish), but the experience of worshiping alongside 700+ 
Presbyterians in a traditional, Bible-based service with outstanding organ and 
choral music was so incredibly moving for both of us, and though we are certainly 
grateful for the technology that continues to bring this church into our home each 
week, this could never compare with our Sunday in the choir loft at Coral Ridge.  
In addition to the inimitable element of live, corporate worship, we were so taken 
by the gracious hospitality we received from church members, the director of 
music, and the senior pastor, all of whom approached us first-timers with sincere, 
warm greetings.  Looking out at the congregation, it was apparent that the Word 
and music were deeply moving to those present, and I count myself among those 
touched; I will long treasure the memory of experiencing worship in this setting 
(followed by the hour I was privileged to spend at their magnificent organ console!). 
If this encounter reminds you of worship at Greenwood, Olivia and I felt the 
same. The reverence and authenticity of the service, the thoughtful, warm 
reception of the congregation, and the palpable presence of the Holy Spirit at 
work throughout the liturgy kindled in us the feelings we experience ourselves 
and witness in one another as we gather with our beloved church family each 
Sunday.  Perhaps most significant to us was the manner in which this was 
brought to life by the fellowship and welcoming of the entire church - both leaders 
and congregation - inviting us into a spirit of worship through this nurturing 
atmosphere. This is something we do so very well at Greenwood Church, and 
something with which we should be greatly pleased; it is one of our most 
important responsibilities to create a house of worship in which our very presence 
aids others in their spiritual seeking and

ost of the amazing blessings we enjoy at Greenwood! 

 
encourages them to join us in worship. 

Now is the time for us to maximize this gift with which we’ve been blessed, and 
to pour ourselves into the worship and ministry of this church.  Our ministry of 
music is preparing for a vibrant year of worship leadership, including many 
inspirational anthems, collaborations with the wonderful Greenwich Bay Brass 
ensemble, and a festival of carols in December.  If you feel called to participate, 
or if you know someone who may, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me or 
to any current choir member. Please pray over all of our ministries as we seek 
to make the m

Blessings, 

/s/ John 

John C. Black, Director of Music and Choirs, Organist 
Alexandra K. Nichols, Music Associate 
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STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 

RE-ACTIVATING YOUR STEWARDSHIP 
The last twenty months have been difficult to navigate in this world. The pandemic leading to 
an economic recession has been a trial, and now stepping into a period of seeming recovery 
filled with doubt about activating new virus strains and then there is inflation to add to our 
woes … where does one go to seek normalcy and peace? 

The Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian is the place to be for your family.  Offering 
Sunday worship, Sunday School, and fellowship for adults, teens, and children; Greenwood is 
as robust and lively as ever. Your Session, Deacons, and Presbyterian Women offer 
participation in service to the church and community, along with the fellowship and 
satisfaction that comes with that service. 

We are fully open for worship, fellowship, and service.  It is time to re-engage in a safe environment with your 
fellow church members who share your values and commitment.  The various activities offered by your church 
afford the opportunity for stewardship beyond one’s financial commitment.  It is only through service that we 
truly fulfill the mission taught to us in the scripture. 

Listed below are various and by no means exhaustive groups and committees 
sponsored by your session, deacons, and Presbyterian Women.  Contact the 
officers and chairs listed in your bulletin for further information on how to participate 
and who to contact.  Information is also listed in the Stewardship booklet … pick up 
a copy in the narthex.  

• SESSION COMMITTEES:  Member Care, Mission, Building & Grounds, Stewardship, Worship, Christian 
Education, Personnel. 

• DEACON COMMITTEES:  Communion/Service Prep, Coffee Hour, Chancel Flowers, E-Mail Tree, 
Community Ministries, Beyond High School, Prayer Ministry, 

• PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN:  Circles, Christmas Bazaar, May Breakfast, Picasso Quilters, Community 
Outreach.  

• 39ER’S! 
• FAMILY & YOUTH MINISTRIEs:  29Eleven Youth Fellowship, Parents Night Out, Family Focus 

Wednesday, Children’s Church, Crib Room, King’s Kids, Sunday School, Adult Sunday School, 
Vacation Bible School. 

• MUSIC MINISTRY: Chancel Choir, Concert Choir, Youth Choir, Handbell Choir, Instrumental & Solo 
Performance, Summer Choir. 

Find your place at Greenwood Community Church.   Welcome back! 

Dennis Charpentier 
Chair, Stewardship Committee 

 

LIBRARY LINES 
The library has received a couple of novels by an author who may not be as well known 
today as he once was, but whose work should not be overlooked. 

Charles Walter Stansby Williams was a contemporary and friend of C.S. Lewis, T.S. 
Eliot, and J.R.R. Tolkien. He was one of the famous literary group known as the 
Inklings.  Born in London into a family of diminishing means, he couldn’t afford to finish 
college.  For most of his life he worked at Oxford University Press in positions of 
increasing responsibility.  In addition to his ‘day job’ he published many works of poetry, 
biography, criticism, drama, fiction, and theology.  He received an honorary Master of 
Arts from Oxford University after giving two series of lectures, one of which was 

described by Lewis as the most important thing that had happened there for a hundred years.  Williams wrote 
seven novels, the last and best-known of which is All Hallows Eve.  Lewis’ favorites were The Place of the Lion 
and Descent into Hell.  He also wrote The Greater Trumps, War in Heaven, Many Dimensions, and Shadows 
of Ecstasy. All of them deal with the supernatural as it is interwoven into the natural world of ordinary people 
and places.  In his novels good and evil are seen as powerful spiritual forces that his characters, by seemingly 
small choices, follow toward either redemption or perdition.  They can be read as fantasy/adventure stories, but 
offer much deeper insights into the spiritual dimension of everyday life. 

Thanks to Kay Peterson we now have Descent into Hell and The Greater Trumps in our collection. 

Tolkien, who found Williams work challenging, wrote a poem “to praise our Charles.”  Here are a few lines: 

The art of minor fiends and major he reveals — 
When Charles is on his trail, the devil squeals 

For cloven feet have vulnerable heels ... 
But heavenly footsteps too can Williams trace 

And after Dante plunging, soaring race 
Up to the threshold of Eternal Grace. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 Emmy Kmet, Marcia Camp and Dena Janson 
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MISSION COMMITTEE 

Over the summer, we received special prayer requests from some of our supported missionaries. 

FROM THE NEGEV OF ISRAEL:  Please pray for Bedouin Muslim families who have a more spiritual hunger to 
know God. Please pray for those believers in their readiness to be baptized and grant them His wisdom, 
growth, and will, and healing for various health issues.  Pray for a new graduate in journalism who cannot 
return to Turkey because of her new faith.  Pray for our Lord’s sure protection, bountiful provision, and 
blessings upon this student and her flourishing career in another country, along with His salvation, health, and 
safety for her family in Turkey.  Please pray for continued success in the Disciplemaking Workshops. 

FROM OUR FRIEND IN SOUTHEAST ASIA: Please pray for the Rohingya people who are among the most 
persecuted in the world. Many have fled Myanmar due to genocide and other problems.  Pray that we could be 
a light to these people, an encouragement to those currently reaching out to them, and wisdom for those 
making future plans for outreach.  We lift up the needs of the Rohingya that relate to their physical bodies, 
health, and wellbeing.  We lift up their needs that relate to their work, and the ability to provide for their families 
and better their lives.  We lift up their emotional needs as they process past and ongoing trauma and seek to 
find peace in their hearts. We lift up their social wellbeing with regards to betterment of their community and 
families.  And we lift up their spiritual needs that the Gospel of Jesus Christ would go forth among them, 
bringing salvation, truth, justice and transformation. 

FROM KEELY SAWYER, IN MAINE WITH CRU:  Every Tuesday night Bible Study they each pray for specific people 
in their lives to grow closer to God or to understand who Jesus is and decide to follow Him.  Specific requests: 

 Praises for a successful Alaska Expedition. 

 Praises that husband Yan was able to attend and complete Backcountry Guide School with Lifelines. 

 Praises for the MPDX (a ministry network support software being developed by Cru) team project.  They’ve seen 
progress and the stress level has gone down for those involved. 

 Continued prayers for completed training videos in Spanish. 

 Praise for Keely and Yan’s wedding on August 5. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Emmy Kmet, for the Mission Committee 

Sam Koldyk, Chair; Jonathan Farnsworth, Wilma Swanson, Emmy Kmet, Kevin Golde and Marcia Camp 

Another “thank you” postcard from Oded and Bimini! 
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NEWS FROM PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

Fall is soon upon us and we hope conditions will allow us to meet in person once again.  
We welcome all women to join us for Coffees, Gatherings, and Circles.  We sure hope that 
you would come to experience a Coffee, Gathering, or Circle and then 
prayerfully consider joining Presbyterian Women if not already a member.  
Be sure and bring a friend along!  The PW year’s activities, which will look a 
little different this year, will kick off with a Fall Coffee September 21st at 
7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  We will have a time of fellowship before 
breaking into our newly-named Circles, and distributing this year’s booklet.  

Please note that this will be BYOC/B – Bring Your Own Coffee/Beverage.  Do watch the bulletin and 
future Fishermen’s News for Gathering and Circle notices and other important information.   
 

 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES are now on sale at good prices.  It is a good time to begin our collection for the 
Church World Service School Kits, an annual project of our Presbyterian Women.  Here is a list of what 
we need; please place your contributions in the collection box in Fellowship Hall.  Thank you! 

70-count bound notebooks or notebooks totaling 200-210 pages  
30 centimeter / 12 inch rulers 
Blunt (round-tipped) scissors 
Hand-held pencil sharpeners 

Large eraser (no pencil cap erasers) 
Pencils (unsharpened) with erasers 

Boxes of 24 crayons   

Kindly remember we collect other items year-round in the colorful collection boxes on the shelf over the coat 
rack near the kitchen.  What items, you may ask?  Boxes exist for eyeglasses, pull tabs from drink cans, old 
cell phones, and unused greeting cards.  We thank you for helping to fill these boxes in order to help others. 

Our sincere thanks to all who supported our Mission Projects last year, enabling us to continue to help those in 
need. The outpouring of food goods, children’s toys, Picasso Bag items, and monetary donations were 
incredible! Again thank you all for supporting us and our efforts. 

Finally my sincere thanks to of all the Coordinating Team officers who have given of their time and talent to 
serve the Presbyterian Women as well as the women who participate in our fellowship opportunities. With your 
help, we are sure to have another productive year. 

         “A circle of strength, founded on faith” 

    Artena Fairbairn, for Presbyterian Women 

 
                NEWS FROM THE PICASSO QUILTERS 
It took us eleven years, but we finally did it! 

The Picasso Quilters, a group made up of a dozen or so members of 
different Circles of Presbyterian Women, have reached our goal of 
completing one thousand sleeping bags for the homeless.   We couldn’t 
have reached that goal without the help of many, many members of 

Greenwood Community Church through you countless contributions that included approximately four thousand 
yards of new fabric in so many colors and designs, even holiday fabrics, as well of hundreds of used sheets, 
blankets, mattress pads and comforters.  THANK YOU ALL!! 

SURPRISE!  Happy Birthday, Sandy Olson! 

It’s always a bit dangerous to name names in a thank you, but I still want to name those I can still recall from 
the many years that we worked on this project.  My apologies to those I may have inadvertently omitted: 

 MONIKA ALGOZINO ~ NANCY ALLEN ~ KITTY CHANNELL ~ NANCY COLLINS ~ ANGIE D’ALBORA  

 DORIS FAHLMAN ~ LOUISE FERRANTE ~ FLORENCE HACHADORIAN ~ JOAN-SANDRA McKNIGHT ~ SANDY OLSON  

LINDA OVERTON ~ CLAUDETTE PAILIN ~ EVELYN RAE ~ RUTHANN SISSON  

 MARTHA SOMMER ~ BETTY STACEY ~ DEB STACEY ~ BETTY WINDE  

I do need to give a special shout out to Nancy Collins and Betty Winde who put in so many hours this past 
summer in helping to put together the last twenty-four sleeping bags.  They worked by themselves at home 
sewing the outside pieces together and tying the knots that hold the layers together.   

Sandy Olson 
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 - - - --  ~~~ CAUGHT IN THE NET / NOTES RECEIVED ~~~   -- - - -  
 

Saturday, Jun 19, 2021  Dear Pastor Clark, 
Dear all, We are so appreciative of the opportunity to have had mom’s 

Memorial Service at your church.  Thank you for sharing your facility 
with us!  All of your help with the details means so much to us.  
Thank you for being so available and helpful all along the way.  
Thank you for your demonstration of Christ’s love!  May the Lord 
richly bless you and the Greenwood Community Church.   

I received the following from Rob Petrucci this morning.  For those 
who don't know, Rob is the husband of Wendy and father of 
Alexandra ... for those with a really good memory, you may 
remember that Wendy received baptism and joined our church on 
Easter Sunday 1999; while Alexandra was still in the womb (although 
I quipped we might be having my first "two for one" baptism, Alex 
was baptized four months later).  

Thank you – Brad, Janet, Norma Collette, and Douglas Gardner 
(from Buttonwoods Bible Chapel) 

 The Petruccis have long been hands-on involved with our youth 
ministry; Rob also coordinated/directed all eight of our hugely popular 
annual Talent Shows, the last one being just before pandemic 
restrictions shut everything down. Some of you may remember an 
earlier Calling Tree message in May regarding Mary Quam; Mary 
and Dale Quam are Wendy Petrucci's surrogate parents, as they 
pretty much raised her and her sister from childhood after both their 
parents had passed away. The Quams have visited with us on 
several occasions over the years, including all the Talent Shows and 
several services of worship. While Mary was suffering acute and 
severe medical difficulties at the time of that message, Dale had 
been somewhat plagued by a number of issues over the years; 
Wendy has been spending much of her time these past 
weeks/months helping care for both.  Dale suddenly and 
unexpectedly took a turn for the worse recently and has now entered 
into the eternal presence of God. 

Dear Pastor Clark and friends at Greenwood Church, 
Thank you for thinking of me and for the beautiful floral bouquet.  
Thank you to Wayne for delivering the flowers and to Beverly and 
Lou for their caring notes.  I miss you all, but feel fortunate to view 
the wonderful services on line (Don does also!) and hear the music 
that is very special, too.  Peace be with you all.  
In Christian Love, Lynda Baker  

To my Greenwood brothers and sisters, 
Your prayers and support help to sustain me as I work overseas.  
Thank you for your help in the purchase of a Ford C Max, a 4 door 
hatchback in which I can sleep while traveling.  The car will be a 
blessing to me as I visit supporting mission partners, friends and 
family.  I look forward to seeing you all when I return from travels.   
Many blessings to all of you!  Jana 

On somewhat related notes: I received word from Tom Harrop 
yesterday that his father did pass away late Thursday night; see 
earlier Calling Tree message.  Also, I write this just after the 
memorial service for Carole Geldard; a full congregation gave fitting 
testimony to a life well and bravely lived.  Thank you to the 
Greenwood members who honored Carole's memory by your 
presence today; also, thank you to our Director of Music for his 
accompaniment in the midst of a VERY full day, as he and Olivia 
aided by a team of helpers are moving out of their apartment today 
into a new home!  Our office administrator Carol continues to 
recuperate from her bicycle accident last Sunday; please remember 
her in your prayers, as she was unable to return to work this week as 
she had hoped.  See Rob Petrucci's letter below.  

*** 
SUMMER CALLING TREE MESSAGES 

June 15, 2021, at 1:42 PM: 
Dear all, 
I just finished meeting with Richard Geldard and his son, Rick, to 
make arrangements for the funeral of the recently departed Carole 
Linda Johnson Geldard (Richard's wife and Rick's mother), who 
entered the presence of our Lord early yesterday morning.  Those of 
you who have been a part of Greenwood for twenty-five years or 
longer may remember the Geldards; Carole was a member of the 
choir and the bell choir years ago, before being afflicted with a 
severely debilitating and painfully aggressive rheumatoid arthritis at 
the age of 40 with which she valiantly battled the next 37 years, until 
yesterday morning.  Some of you will remember the Geldards also 
suffered the tragedy of losing one of their adult children; Laurie Ann 
Geldard Cobb, who died in a house fire approximately ten years ago.  
Rick and Laurie were part of our Sunday School program during their 
childhoods. The service for Mrs. Geldard will be THIS Saturday, here 
at the church 11:00 A.M., followed by a collation in Fellowship Hall 
which will be coordinated by a professional caterer friend of the 
Geldards.  The obituary has not appeared as of yet, but it should be 
available later today or tomorrow. Unfortunately, I do not have the 
Geldard's address at my fingertips; I thought it would be on file but I 
can't seem to find it anywhere (unfortunately, office administrator 
Carol had a small bicycle accident … no other vehicles involved … 
this weekend and suffered some bruised ribs …  she is out today and 
will most likely may be out a day or two longer). 

Stephen L. Clark, Pastor 

From: ROBERT PETRUCCI  
Sent: Saturday, June 19, 2021, 08:53:11 AM EDT 
Pastor Clark, 
Dale Quam has "transferred his membership to the Church 
Triumphant."  It is with a heavy heart and gratitude that I share this 
news.  While Mary, Wendy, Alex and I are grief stricken for OUR 
loss, we are left with a true example of a Christian life well lived.  His 
memory will last as a shining example and exemplar.  Dale spent the 
last month and a half of his life solely focused on Mary's recovery.  
That defines Dale Quam.  His life was devoted to God, church family 
and his extended family.  As a husband, surrogate father, Sunday 
School teacher, and hardworking role model, he demonstrated 
devotion to God through his actions.  Selfless to the end of his life, I 
stand in awe and will strive to approach his lifelong service.  Blessings and best regards,  
We are consoled by knowing Jesus has received Dale in his loving 
arms and our faith will see us through our grief.  God provides us 
with examples of his selfless love through people who live just and 
fruitful lives in the midst of adversity, hardship and, in some cases, 
gut wrenching pain and loss.  In spite of it all, there are human 
beings that heed God's word, obey his commands and truly 
understand the purpose for our existence on earth.  We learn of 
biblical examples and sometimes they present themselves in the 
simplest ways, even today.  For the past 30+ years of my life I've had 
the privilege to watch Dale share his faith confidently, teach children 
how to lead Christian lives, and devote his life to God by serving 
everyone he came in contact with.   

Stephen L. Clark, Pastor 

Sent: Wednesday, June 16, 2021 3:19 PM 
Dear all, 
I just received word from church member Tom Harrop that he (along 
with two of his children, Cheslyn and Gregory) is at Mercy Hospital in 
Portland, Maine saying his final earthly goodbye to his dear father.  
Mr. Harrop has an infection in his lungs which apparently has been 
exacerbated by a recent re-infection of Covid, in spite of having 
received vaccination a few weeks ago.  As I understand it, he and his 
wife had already made the joint decision to stop life-sustaining 
treatment for the last few hours or days he may have in this world. 

As I close this email, I am once again humbled by our Greenwood 
family.  Our family would like to thank YOU for your prayers and 
outreach as Mary continues her recovery.  As difficult as it may be 
right now, we will celebrate Dale's life, and are confident God has 
embraced a true and faithful servant. 

Please remember Tom, wife Doreen and children Cheslyn, Gregory 
and Alexander in your prayers.   
On a happier note, there was a record turnout at the 39ers luncheon 
today, and before the meal we all sang "Happy Anniversary" to Betty 
and Stu Mason, who are celebrating 65 years of married life today!  
Happy 65th Anniversary, Stu and Betty! May God continue to bless Greenwood Church,  

Rob Blessings and best regards,  
Stephen L. Clark, Pastor 
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June 28, 2021, Andrea Louise Leggett Souza 
Dear all, 
I just returned from Hope Health Hospice in Providence, where 
Andrea Louise Leggett Souza was admitted yesterday.  Andrea 
was acutely afflicted with a fairly sudden and hugely 
aggressive/accelerated onset of COPD (chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease).  I arrived today to find her surrounded by her 
loving daughters, husband and stepdaughter; Andrea is expected to 
depart this life in the next hours or days.  (Ed. note:  Andrea did pass 
away the following day; her funeral service was held Friday, July 2; 
she is interred at the Highland Memorial Park in Johnston alongside 
her parents, Luther and Betty Cloxton.)  I was reached at home this 
morning by Chris Foster, hospice chaplain AND the former associate 
pastor of the Providence Presbyterian Church; a (very) slightly edited 
version of our email conversation is copied for your perusal below.  
Many of you will remember Chris and her husband Andrew; they 
worshipped with us at Greenwood for just about a year in 1998 after 
Andrew was appointed Professor of Economics at Brown University.  
They left Greenwood when Chris was called to Providence 
Presbyterian; Chris returned to fill our pulpit on a few occasions.  
Please remember Andrea and her dear family in prayer; I don't have 
the addresses of her three daughters and families on hand, but her 
and her husband Joe’s address is in the church directory.   
Thank you for your faithful prayers and concern. 
Blessings, 
Stephen L. Clark, Pastor 

July 15, 2021, 02:24:20 PM 
Dear all, 
I've received two notices of prayer concern since returning from the 
family wedding in PA. I regret not getting this out to you a bit sooner; 
we are also in the midst of a very enjoyable Vacation Bible School 
with an especially energetic, enthusiastic and delightful group of 
students, student leaders and adult volunteers! 
1.  Christopher Kramer, son of Lynn and Jack Kramer, was in an 
unfortunate workplace accident in Arizona last week, getting his right 
hand caught in a machine at the asphalt plant where he is employed.  
He has been through quite a bit since, having three delicate 
operations and basically having his hand held together with pins, 
screws, a plate and artificial skin ... barring any infection, they are 
guardedly optimistic his hand will be saved, although it's much too 
early to tell how much functionality will be restored. Currently, Lynn 
and Jack are residing with their daughter Jennifer in Cape May, NJ; I 
do not have an address, but I'm sure mail is being forwarded from 
their East Greenwich address   Lynn sends her love to everyone at 
Greenwood, and is grateful for your prayers. 
2.  I also received word yesterday from church member Linda Martin.  
Her husband Robert received the tragic news Tuesday that his adult 
son, Shane, was killed in a car accident in Florida.  Please remember 
Bob and all his loved ones in your prayers at this difficult time; thank 
you.   (Editor’s note:  The service for Shane Robert Martin, 47, was 
held July 30 at the Quinn Funeral Chapel, Father Marciano of St. 
Kevin’s officiating.  Interment was at St. Ann Cemetery in Cranston.) 
Blessings, 
Stephen L. Clark, Pastor 

Tuesday, July 20, 2021, 09:12:09 PM EDT 
Dear all, 
For those who may have missed the announcement during worship 
Sunday,Joan-Sandra McKnight was taken to Rhode Island Hospital's 
neurological unit this weekend with a suspected stroke. She regained 
some consciousness Monday evening, and was able to recognize 
others in the room and even respond (albeit in a limited way).  She is 
impressing her doctors as a fighter; it is still too soon to tell how this 
might develop, but some indications are generally (albeit guardedly) 
positive.  I had the most delightful visit with her and her son David 
(who is in from Ohio) this afternoon ... after a nurse awoke her, she 
was actually very conversant and unusually alert (although still a little 
dazed and pretty much immobile) for her condition, she immediately 
recognized anyone who drew near to her bedside, and even 
displayed some of her innate humor.  There is no question her mind 
remains sharp.  She is not "out of the woods" yet, but is in far better 
condition than what I expected to see.  Please remember her (as well 
as sons David and Andrew) in your prayers; also, she expressly 
requested I send her love to all her Greenwood Church friends. 
Blessings, 
Stephen L. Clark, Pastor 

Friday, August 6, 2021, 09:34:12 PM  
Dear all, 
I'm saddened to report that Joan-Sandra McKnight departed this life 
today.  I received the following message from her son David earlier 
this evening:  “It's a glorious day here and mom passed over to 
accept her wings from Granny, Dad and Bumpy (grandfather) that 
were readied long ago.  She was truly an angel here on earth.” 
I readily agree with David; Joan-Sandra was certainly among the 
angels long before she departed this life today.  I will keep you 
posted as I learn more. 
Rest in peace, dear Joan-Sandra. 
Stephen L. Clark, Pastor 

Monday, August 9, 2021, 01:03:25 PM EDT 
Dear all, 
As you will read in the copied (and linked) obituary below, the 
arrangements for Joan Sandra McKnight's services are planned for 
THIS Wednesday, August 11, here at the church  A Calling Hour time 
of visitation will begin 10:00 A.M. in the sanctuary;  the funeral 
service is set for 11:00. 
Blessings, 
 Stephen L. Clark, Pastor  

Wednesday, August 11, 2021, 01:49:08 PM EDT 
Dear all, 
Many of you may remember Evelyn Ferguson, who, with husband 
John, was active in our congregation for several years prior to the 
year 2000 or so.  I pass on to you below a communication I received 
from the Presbytery of Southern New England; it relates the sad 
news of her passing. 
I also received word just moments ago (but I don't know all the 
details) that church member Ron Fish received the sad news of his 
father's unexpected passing, which occurred sometime last night.  
(Editor’s note: the funeral service for Ron’s father, Earle C. Fish, Jr., 
96, was held August 16 at the Quinn Funeral Chapel, officiated by 
the Rev. Dennis Kohl, retired pastor of the Pilgrim Lutheran Church. 
Interment was at the Pawtuxet Memorial Park with military honors).  
Also, I received an update from Lynn Kramer regarding the many 
different and difficult health challenges faced by members of her 
family ... son Chris had to undergo his fourth surgery last Thursday, 
including additional skin grafts (you'll remember from a previous 
Calling Tree email he suffered an accident at work, almost losing his 
hand) ...  he is in constant pain and still worried about the outcome. 
Husband Jack had a bad fall a week or so ago and broke his clavicle, 
but is managing well.  Also, Lynn is undergoing several diagnostic 
tests directed by her cardiologist for an undetermined malady.  She 
added in her note, "I feel so lucky to have such a wonderful church 
family.  We all appreciate the prayers we feel from you all." 
On a somewhat unrelated note, thank you to the many who came 
out this morning to honor the memory of Joan-Sandra McKnight; we 
had a full house as well as a full choir loft (the service was not live 
streamed in respect of the family's preferences).  Your presence was 
a fitting tribute of, and witness to, a gracious life very well lived. 
Blessings and best regards, 
Stephen L. Clark, Pastor 
FROM THE PRESBYTERY OF SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND: Elder Evelyn 
Ferguson, 1937-2021 -- We are saddened to share the news of the 
passing of Elder Evelyn Ferguson July 30, 2021. Evelyn was not only 
involved in life at Crossroads Presbyterian Church in Waterford, CT 
and in the surrounding community, she was also active in the 
Presbytery of Southern New England in many roles, including serving 
as the 10th Moderator for our Presbytery. Evelyn is survived by her 
husband, the Rev. Dr. John Ferguson. Condolences can be sent to: 
15 Foxcroft Rd, Niantic, CT  06357. There will be a memorial service 
sponsored by the Presbytery of Southern New England Saturday, 
August 28, 2 pm, at St. Andrew Presbyterian Church in Groton, CT. 
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HABITAT FOR HUMANITY’ 5 A  ROLLING FOR HOMES S TH NNUAL
July 17, 2021 

Over 300 people, 100 jeeps and 65 motorcycles raised $50K 
for homes for disabled veterans.  Denise Mair, Deb Stacey 
and Joan Eichenfeldt are part of the coordinating team; I’ve 

been honored to be invited to give a prayer of invocation 
these past three years.  Glenn Fairbairn joined us this year. 

 the coordinating team; I’ve 
been honored to be invited to give a prayer of invocation 

these past three years.  Glenn Fairbairn joined us this year. For the Board of Deacons 

 
  

Questions?  See Jeff Black or Kevin Golde! 
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