FISHERMEN'S NEWS
The Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian
805 Main Avenue; Warwick, Rhode Island
www.gccp.org

ANOTHER (AND HOPEFULLY THE LAST!) SOMEWHAT-ABBREVIATED QUARANTINE EDITION

SUMMER 2021
“Because children have abounding vitality, because they are in spirit fierce and free, therefore they want things repeated and
unchanged. They always say, "Do it again"; and the grown-up person does it again until he is nearly dead. For grown-up people
are not strong enough to exult in monotony. But perhaps God is strong enough to exult in monotony. It is possible that God says
every morning, "Do it again" to the sun; and every evening, "Do it again" to the moon. It may not be automatic necessity that
makes all daisies alike; it may be that God makes every daisy separately, but has never got tired of making them. It may be that He
has the eternal appetite of infancy; for we have sinned and grown old, and our Father is younger than we.”
G.K. Chesterton, Orthodoxy
Dear Members and Friends,
Those of you attending (or viewing!) worship May 30 may recall my partial quoting of the above as I made the point that
God loves routine. In fact, I believe He delights in the routine, has built consistency and routine into the very warp and
woof of this created order, AND He is just delighted, honored and glorified by our routine faithfulness. A story I told twice
before in relation to this perspective (the first time was January 7, 2001; which was also the morning Julia Elizabeth D’Antico was baptized;
the second was April 22, 2012, when Dalton Dean DiGeorgio was baptized) is the story of the Clark household After Bath Drop.
Just about every parent and grandparent knows children delight in routine. And just about every family has their own routines, peculiar
things unique to individual families that we just do again and again and again. For example, when my children were small, one of those
routines in the Clark household was the "After Bath Drop." As best as I can remember, the "after bath drop" began when Lydia was about 11
or 12 months of age (she is now 29). I was removing her from the bathtub, and she was so wet and wiggly and squirmy that I nearly dropped
her, gasping, "Whoops! I almost dropped you!" Well, she squealed with delight, and said "..'gain!" She thought I was playing; I thought I
needed to worry about a visit from the DCYF. So, I did it again … pretending to drop her, I bellowed "WHOOPS, I DROPPED YOU!" "…'Gain!"
"WHOOPS, I DROPPED YOU!" "…'Gain!" and so on. And this went on for every bath until she was four or five years old. In fact, this went on
with all three of my children. This routine would take place after each bath, ending with Hannah sometime in 2002. It eventually evolved into
my wrapping Hannah in a towel after the bath, picking her up, pretending to drop her and bellowing loudly, "WHOOPS, I DROPPED YOU!" When
that bellow was heard, Steve and Lydia would excitedly drop whatever they are doing wherever they were in the house, and come running
up the stairs to the bedroom repeating, "WHOOPS, I DROPPED YOU, WHOOPS I DROPPED YOU!" and our big dog would bark, bark, bark and the
cat would run off and hide. After a few more "WHOOPS, I DROPPED YOU!" from all three of us, I would make my way to the bedroom, "drop"
Hannah on the bed, pretend to fall on top of her with a "Whooaa, I fell, too!" and then Steve and Lydia and Solomon the dog would all pile on
for a Clark family pile (minus the cat). Fortunately, the children got too big for this before I got too old to do it; for a while there I was worried
they were going to last a lot longer on this routine than I (or my back) would. "Do it again! Do it again!" Again, children take delight in
routine. And I believe it is because children, like all of us, are created in the image of a God who also takes delight in routine.
I won’t re-preach Sunday’s sermon (you can find a manuscript on line or in the narthex), other than to reiterate the point that our
days are filled with so much routine, often-mundane things that just need to be done … good things, to be sure, but so
many seemingly unrelated to anything great and noble and lasting. But you know, more often than not, that's what God
calls us to. Routine faithfulness. Doing all that we do faithfully and well. And occasionally, the miraculous just breaks
through, as it did in Jericho! Doing the routine consistently and faithfully is a real blessing and a good and honorable call
in and of itself. People who are doggedly and consistently faithful in routine things are worthy of our trust and confidence!
And people who aren’t conscientiously faithful in routine matters … well, they are worthy of our concern, even our pity.
I also believe that’s a huge part of the reason why the disruption of our routines
these past pandemic months has been so disconcerting and disorienting. We are
made in the image of a God Who just loves routine! How we’ve missed the
“routines” of May Breakfasts, summer mission trips, choral concerts, big
weddings, seeing people’s smiling faces, shaking hands, and I could go on and
on. As others have mentioned in the following pages, we are rejoicing that we
are slowly but surely emerging from these times of unprecedented shutdowns,
precautions, restrictions, concerns and fears and looking very much forward with
eager anticipation to getting back to familiar routines. However, nothing is ever
wasted in the economy of God; to paraphrase Romans 8:28, He can and will use
all things for our good … and we need to be alert and responsive as to how His
loving Spirit will use all of this for our edification and sanctification. As expressed in the adjacent quote; let’s use this time
we now have to decide which parts of “normal” are worth rushing back to. I encourage all of us to lovingly, wisely,
cautiously, energetically, thoroughly and prayerfully establish (or, re-establish) faith-full routines and attitudes that embrace
and exercise and encourage all that is good and holy and right. More often than not the holy is found in ordinary routines,
in ordinary things done well; we have been called to routinely do ordinary things extraordinarily well. Oswald Chambers:
"We think that we have been called to do exceptional things with our lives, but we have not. We have been called to do ordinary things in
exceptional ways." And Edmund Burke: "No man makes a greater mistake than he who does nothing only because it is not everything."
Stephen L. Clark, Pastor

Logan Carson’s championship performances in the pulpit & on the field! Youth
Sunday and at the Division III championship for Coventry High. WELL DONE!

American Heritage Girls Court of Awards Night: May 27. Janet and Samantha Koldyk in this group, mom Vera at the lectern.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2021!
Save the date! July 12 - July 16
DESTINATION DIG!
UNEARTHING THE TRUTH ABOUT JESUS!
We can't wait to explore and have a blast at VBS this year! Call us with your
questions and concerns. We are planning to hold VBS in person (not online) if
possible, and plan to have most events outside in the fresh air, weather permitting!
MARK YOUR CALENDARs; for ages four through entering grade six. To volunteer call
the church office or Ginny Jacobs. Register online at GCCP.org
Did you know we have five Facebook pages (tour private, one public) connected to the church?
•
•
•
•
•

"MEMBERS OF GREENWOOD" Lots of inspirational, fun things on this page.
"KINGS KIDS GREENWOOD " Updates and pictures of our King’s Kids activities.
“SUNDAY SCHOOL GREENWOOD COMMUNITY CHURCH” Online Sunday School lessons and other updages
"GREENWOOD MUSIC"- All the updates and pictures for the Music Ministry.
"GREENWOOD COMMUNITY CHURCH, PRESBYTERIAN" our public page with updates, pictures and our occasional Hymn Sing.

JOIN US FOR THE ANNUAL ALL-CHURCH PICNIC June 13, starting
NOON at the Masonic Youth Center. Come join us for an afternoon of food,
fellowship, games, and fun. Hot dogs, hamburgers, sausages, and drinks
will be provided and served in a modified buffet; designated masked/gloved
servers will handle condiments and assist with salads, chips, and desserts
(the Member Care Committee respectfully asks all to be masked when in line for food in order
to protect the more vulnerable.) Please bring a salad or dessert to share;
individually wrapped items are best as we continue to navigate pandemic
guidelines. To help us plan food, it’ll help immensely if you R.s.v.p. by calling
the church office or by email (denise_mair@cox.net) by Wednesday June 9.

LIBRARY LINES
Your intrepid library volunteers have a few of our books we would like to recommend:
RECOMMENDED NEW BOOKS IN OUR LIBRARY:
 Fish Out of Water by Eric Metaxas
 The Rise and Triumph of the Modern Self by Carl R. Trueman
RECOMMENDED OLD BOOKS IN OUR LIBRARY:
 The Divine Comedy by Dante Alighieri (this year is the 700th anniversary of Dante’s
death. Dorothy Sayers’ translation is excellent, but there’s a new translation by Anthony Esolen.
If you know Italian, read it in the original!)
 The Riddle of the Sands by Robert Erskine Childers (written before World War I)
AND SOME JUST PLAIN GOOD READS:
 Peace Like a River by Leif Enger
 The White Darkness by Geraldine Mc Caughrean
 Madman by Tracy Groot
 The House of the Scorpion by Nancy Farmer
Your suggestions are always welcome. Just drop a card in the suggestion box in the library or email Emmy
(ejkmet.tap@gmail.com) or Marcia (marcam13@yahoo.com)
Respectfully submitted,
Emmy Kmet, Marcia Camp and Dena Janson

39ers’ SUMMER GATHERINGS
Wednesdays, June 16, July 21, August 18
12:00 Noon
Chelo’s Restaurant, 2225 Post Road
Choose off the menu!
Please Join Us!
If you need a ride or a reservation, please call Joan Eichenfeldt (737-0128).
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THE CLERK’S CORNER
A year ago on May 31 Greenwood Church celebrated Pentecost, Confirmation, and the
first service of in-person worship since March. It has been a year we will all remember
and one that has kept the Session members busy devising ways to carry out Greenwood’s
mission. At just about every meeting, they have spent time thoughtfully discussing and
planning ways to resume worship, Sunday School, and youth activities, and most recently,
coffee hour and our annual church picnic safely, responsibly and responsively. They have
listened and responded to the concerns of members, both those who thought the
guidelines for attending worship safely were not being enforced strictly enough and those
who thought they were unnecessarily restrictive. It has been reassuring to see our leaders
working together like family members. While they often hold conflicting opinions, they try to understand the
differing perspectives and to come to conclusions to maintain the wellbeing of all.
Session members have also been learning about the technological
advances that have made live streaming our worship services possible.
Throughout the year they have upgraded the hardware and software used
for recording and streaming each Sunday’s worship service. Indeed,
they recently approved another upgrade that will enable the person doing
the recording from the balcony to control the sound from different
microphones so those listening at home will not need to strain to hear the
prelude or hear static when no one is speaking. We should all be very
grateful to Matthew Majeika who has spent many, many hours getting this
whole system up and running.
The live-streamed services have been a real blessing during the
pandemic, and even after most of us are able to return to worship in
person, they will continue to be a blessing to those unable to attend
church in person. I know it may be hard for those of you who have been
worshipping in person since May 31, 2020, to appreciate, but I want to try
to describe what the live-streamed worship services have meant to me.
We read in Matthew 18:20, “For where two or three gather in my name,
there am I with them." The power of the Holy Spirit is awesome. As I sit
in front of the computer screen and participate in worship from home, I am
not just watching a TV service from the sofa. I am fully participating in worship with other members of my
church family, both those who I see and hear in the sanctuary and the others who I know, like me, are still
worshiping remotely through the amazing and much appreciated wonders of modern technology. We join in
the hymns, responses, and prayers, are moved by the soloists and choir, and listen attentively to the Scripture
readings and sermon. We worry when we don’t see the Gungles sitting in their customary spot and pray that
they are not ill. It is the live streaming that makes this all so special. Even though we cannot be there in
person, we can all worship God together, synchronously, as we sing and pray together, whether from home
someplace in Rhode Island or from out-of-state, whether temporarily because someone is “under the weather”
or there is too much snow to shovel before church, or more long term because one is now confined to home or
an assisted living or nursing home facility. What a blessing it is to know that on Sunday morning you can “go
to church” remotely and join the congregation as we all worship together.
As I started writing this, I learned of the death of Elder Evon Burge. I couldn’t help think
of how pleased she would be with the gift of our live-streamed worship services. It has
taken ten years of technology advances and a pandemic for us to attain the objective
she put forth at the September 2011 session meeting. On that date she presented a
proposal from the Outreach Subcommittee of the Stewardship Committee, describing a
plan to film our worship services and broadcast them on public access television. She
had been working on this, but discovered their equipment was quite awkward and out-ofdate. The rationale for the project was that by filming the worship service and other
activities and using our website plus possible broadcast opportunities, we could better
minister to our shut-ins as well as reach others in the community. She presented a
motion that we investigate the purchase of a digital video camera, small tripod, and
editing software needed for such a project, and the motion was approved. Evon went on
Evon and David Burge,
to research and purchase this equipment and learn how to use it and the editing
from the Dec 2011
software. I remember seeing her in the balcony, recording the services. She put hours
Fishermen’s News
into this project. I suspect she wandered a fair bit outside her personal comfort zone in
order to master this technology, but Evon was a doer. Ultimately, however, she was
disappointed by restrictions that did not permit her to show the whole worship service,
especially the choir. Now, a decade later, members of our wider church family can truly join
together in praise and thanksgiving through the marvels of technology, the skill of our team
led by Matt Majeika (and our new Technical Ministries Committee of the Board of Deacons, Adam Jones and
Bob Whitney!) and most importantly by the Holy Spirit, who, as on Pentecost, brings us together
to worship as one body of Christ even though we cannot always all be together physically. It
helps us to remember, as expressed in the Sunday School hymn:
The Church is not a building; the Church is not a steeple;
The Church is not a resting place; the Church is a people.
I am the Church! You are the Church! We are the Church together!
All who follow Jesus, all around the world, yes, we are the Church, together!
Elaine Magyar, Clerk of Session
-4-

MUSIC PROGRAM
Dear friends,
As we settle into the summer season, a sense of hope, renewal, and restoration seems to be cautiously edging
its way into our lives. I think this has something to do with the return of cherished traditions, as we have so
deeply felt the loss of familiar routine in our lives during the upset of the
pandemic this past year. Time and tradition are also central to the worship of
the church; the cyclical observances of the lectionary, the patterns of liturgy,
and even the seasonal flurries of cherished activities all play a major role in our
community life and worship. It seems a wonderful time to reinstitute our
cherished summer activities, continuing our rebuilding efforts and joyfully
welcoming the full return of all of our ministries.
I am delighted to invite you to participate in our Summer Choir, a favorite annual activity and
a WONDERFUL chance for first-time singers to try choral singing in a low-pressure
environment! The program will run on Sunday mornings from July 4 – August 22, meeting
at 9:00 AM in the sanctuary to learn a simple, fun anthem to share in worship at 9:30. No
experience required, and you don’t have to commit to the whole summer … stop by any
week(s) you would like! All ages are welcome; bring the whole family. It has been such a
privilege to welcome so many first-time, current, and returning singers, and to see families
leading worship together through this program; I do hope you will consider giving it a try.
Thank you for the tremendously positive response to our Pentecost Sunday
organ recital; we welcomed a wonderful in-person audience and many
online viewers, and are deeply grateful for the generous freewill offering in
support of our music ministry. We have a few other special events in store,
one of which is a chamber music concert Alexandra and I are planning. We
will welcome the Rhode Island College string quartet on Sunday, August
1st at 2:00 p.m. for an exciting program of music for strings, piano quintet,
and a bit of solo repertoire. Repertoire includes Robert Schumann’s Piano
Quintet in E-flat, a thrilling selection that pushes the players to the limits of
their technical capabilities and channels the excitement of a full orchestra.
You may have noticed an item in the bulletin insert regarding the intention of the prelude time in our worship
(ed. note: a copy is excerpted below -- PC). One of the blessings of our continued single service schedule has been
the ability for Alexandra and me to present an extended variety of music during the prelude time. The purpose
of the prelude is multifold; of course, we hope to be preparing the hearts and minds of everyone present in the
sanctuary for the all-encompassing privilege of worship. Additionally, all of the music
presented in our services IS an act of worship being carried out by the musicians to the
glory of God and, hopefully, the inspiration of those gathered. It is this spirit that Pastor
Clark and I hope to nurture by offering this gentle reminder to take advantage of the
period before worship to calm the relentless worldly voices at work in and around us and
to open ourselves to receive the presence of the Holy Spirit, the Word of God, and the
love of Christ in our services.
These same gifts are embodied in the kind greetings, caring conversations, and joyful
reunions that are so endearingly characteristic of the love present among the Greenwood
Church family, and we most certainly do not mean to suppress or disregard this central
part of our mission and ministry; on the contrary, this communion is one of the major ways we can BE the
church! In striving toward the most reverent, Spirit-filled services possible, we hope to seal this abundant
fellowship and love in Christ-centered corporate worship, offering our whole selves before the Lord as we
gather as the body of Christ. I hope and pray we may all cherish the wonderful gift it is to be part of such a
loving, devoted, worshipful family of faith.
Blessings,
/s/ John
John C. Black, Director of Music and Choirs, Organist
Alexandra K. Nichols, Music Associate
(From the May 23 Bulletin Insert, Pentecost Sunday
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP: One of the liturgical functions of the prelude is to help enable the congregation prepare for entering the
presence of God in divine worship; many follow the commendable practice of using this time to pray or engage in quiet meditation.
While recognizing that some level of conversation is inevitable when so many of all ages gather together for worship, we gently
encourage all to be considerate of others by helping maintain an atmosphere of quiet preparation during the prelude.
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MISSION COMMITTEE
MISSIONARY FOCUS: One of our newer partners, Ariana Coules works with World in Need
International. Year 2020 marked her fourth year teaching first grade, and year 2021 her
first year teaching sixth grade, at the Evangelical Christian Academy in Camarma de
Esteruelas, a small town which is about 45 minutes outside of Madrid, Spain. After four
years of undergraduate preparation at Cedarville University (Ariana was a classmate of Stephen
Clark!), God gave Ariana a wonderful year of teaching kindergarten in the Holy Land at Beit
Sahour, near Bethlehem. Ariana continues to look forward to combining her love for
teaching children with her joy of experiencing cultural diversity. Having grown up in Europe
(the child of missionary parents), she has enjoyed meeting people from all over the
world and hearing their life stories. She is honored to be able to use her love for
teaching and cultural diversity as she serves the Lord in Spain. Having moved to
France when she was eight years old, there are not many things that she
remembers about her childhood living in the United States. Little things like
climbing the big tree in the yard, picking strawberries, eating biscotti at the Italian
neighbors’ house, going to the park, and selling lemonade are the memories that
fill those spaces in her mind. Moving to France changed her life. It is where she
fell in love with sports like volleyball and tennis, as well as learning to love cultural
diversity and visiting other countries. Her inner “foodie” was developed on the
French cuisine and her love for new languages slowly blossomed as she
interacted with people from around the world. Most importantly, France is where
her relationship with the Lord matured and where her zeal to serve Him in an
international setting was formed.
Evangelical Christian Academy (ECA) opened its doors back in 1973 with
one teacher and a handful of students in downtown Madrid. Today, it has
now grown into a vibrant Christian school that serves nearly one hundred
students from grades 1-12. ECA is an international Christian school offering
a quality education to students of Christian mission workers as well as to
international and national students. Back in 2002, the school moved into a
new facility which is located in a small pueblo town and it seeks to be a
blessing to those in the community, as well as to other families in the
vicinity. Evangelical Christian Academy exists to serve families by
equipping students in the academic disciplines, challenging them to love
God, apply His truth, and care for others. This vision shapes every facet of
ECA’s existence. ECA offers a challenging, college-preparatory curriculum
in an American-based system. Students at ECA study the Bible each year,
and a Christian worldview is integrated into every aspect of the curriculum.
MISSION PRAYER SUPPORT — You, through your Mission Committee, support a
number of missionaries and mission agencies. The most important support you
can offer is your prayers. Prayer transcends the dimensions of time and space
and ushers us into the very throne room of God, worshiping, petitioning and
interceding in that spiritual realm of the eternal now. It is vitally important for our
cross-cultural workers to have strong prayer support every step of the way.
Here is a prayer list to give you a good start in understanding the areas of need
peculiar to a cross-cultural worker.
•

Adjusting to the new language, different foods, new customs and difficult climate.

•

Protection in travel, health, accidents, dangerous situations.

•

Parents’ concern for their children’s health, schooling, friendships.

•

Housing accommodations, lack of privacy, differences in living standards, lack of accustomed
conveniences.

•

Loneliness, homesickness, lack of accustomed fellowship with others.

•

Interpersonal relationships, dealing with one’s own (and others’) prejudice, selfishness.

•

Dependence on the faithfulness of others to meet one’s financial needs.

•

Effectiveness in ministry, whatever the assignment.

•

Functioning of the tools of ministry. (Computers, internet connections, zoom mtgs.)

•

Lack of immediate visible results; the plowing, panting, and watering” stages can go on for years.

•

The people being ministered to, the national Christians, the leaders of the country.

•

Need for stability, wisdom, compassion, self-discipline, boldness, power, love, to be filled with the Spirit
of God.
Respectfully submitted,
Emmy Kmet, for the Mission Committee,
Sam Koldyk, Chair; Jonathan Farnsworth, Wilma Swanson, Emmy Kmet, Kevin Golde and Marcia Camp
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JUNE
Antoinette Snyman 6/1
Lisa Jacavone 6/1
June McCrillis 6/1
Eiriana Fairbairn Summers 6/1
Shane Krahenbill-Pickup 6/2
John Magyar 6/2
Luke Donovan 6/3
Jennifer (Morin) Segala 6/4
Lisa David 6/5
Dennis Charpentier 6/8
Rachel Porcaro 6/8
Alexis Cobb 6/9
Robert Allard 6/12
Thomas Taylor 6/13
Anna Prince 6/13
Emily Jones 6/14
Stephen Parkinson 6/14
John Rothermel 6/14
Adam D’Antico 6/15
Sandra Cook Hall 6/16
Elaine Rothermel 6/16
Jazmine Knight 6/18
Susan Capobianco 6/20
Jeffrey Plouffe 6/21
Steve Ruscito 6/22
Melanie Marchetti 6/24
Simon Majeika 6/24
Adam Vespia 6/24
Susan Desmond 6/25
Eric Milner 6/25

AUGUST

JULY
Diane Meunier 7/3
Athena Sullivan 7/5
Nadine Marchetti 7/5
Jerianne Berman 7/7
Henri Snyman 7/8
Artena Fairbairn 7/10
Nicholas Grande 7/10
George Gardiner 7/12
Louise Ferrante 7/13
Kitty Channell 7/16
Donald Hausman 7/16
John Black 7/18
Michael Desmond 7/18
Matthew Majeika 7/18
Virginia Jacobs 7/20
Andrew Jones 7/24
Walter Sullivan 7/24
George Martins 7/25
Ruthann Sisson 7/26
Cynthia Nordstrom 7/26
Marilyn Jacobs 7/26
Pastor Clark 7/27
Sophia Curran 7/27
Maisie Donnelly 7/28
Peter Mair 7/30

Wendy Seufert 8/1
Delaney Sullivan 8/2
Joan Gardiner 8/3
Patricia McGrath 8/5
Carolyn M. Girard
Jessica Vespia 8/16
Nancy Sumrall 8/16
Leanne LaBanca 8/17
Emily (David) Fauber 8/17
Julia D’Antico 8/17
Nicole David 8/19
Robert Petrucci 8/22
Frances Bonn 8/23
Peter Insana 8/23
Thomas Bryda 8/24
Glenn Fairbairn 8/25
Judith Ruscito 8/25
Sandra Olson 8/25
Angie D’Albora 8/26
James Magyar 8/29
Jane Rice 8/30
Robert Maguire 8/30
Kristine Swanson 8/30
Mary MacLean 8/31
Robert Dickson 8/31
Joan Eichenfeldt 8/31

WORSHIP COMMITTEE
As the newest member of the Worship Committee, I was asked if I might like to
write the report for the Fishermen’s News. I looked at a number of past issues to
familiarize myself with the normal reports; however, nothing was normal this past
year. The Worship Bulletin Board and sign up sheets in Fellowship Hall abruptly
stopped in March of 2020 and they remain untouched just as the relic of the
Titanic sits to rust and decay on the bottom of the Atlantic. .
But, wait a minute! Our worship is alive and well. Our in person attendance is
beginning to increase as our members are vaccinated and begin to feel
comfortable to return to in person worship. Our Choir is back! Praise God!
Wayne and Don have faithfully served every week throughout the pandemic;
ensuring social distancing and the safety of our members as we worship in person.
¾ Our faith is steadfast; our desire to serve is strong!
¾ Our worship is alive and well! Acolytes are a prayerful part of our service.
¾ We can still greet without a hand shake.
¾ Our Lectors are still an important part of our Worship.
¾ Serving as an ushers is always a great way to serve the Lord.
We will soon be posting new sign up sheets for those interested in being a part of our Sunday Worship. Or,
you can call Wayne Meunier at 738-0480 to ask him to schedule you for a Sunday.
We would LOVE to see our youth and teen members participate in our service as well. There is no age limit to
serving the Lord!
In Christian Love and Service,
Beth Fish
Worship Committee: Wayne Muenier, Beth Fish and Donald Sorgel (chair)
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STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
Through this last fifteen-plus months, the news media has filled us all with the
dread of sickness and death from around the globe. This nightmare of the Covid19 pandemic shuttered us in our homes, closed our gathering places, and kept
we normally social creatures from seeking the comfort of our friends and family.
Along with this isolation, there was a growing fear nourished by conflicting
information on how to keep ourselves and our families safe. That feeling grew
more ingrained over time and still exists in varying degrees within us today.
Our community, our state, our nation, and the world are slowly emerging from this pandemic cocoon. The
images of the still active virus play on our screens along with the good news of increasing immunization rates,
declining infection numbers, and the general opening of our society. Through this confusing message, we can
now go to a restaurant or to church with less trepidation than we felt less than one year or even one month
ago. The summer promises to be one of backyard gatherings, trips to the beach, and maybe even a vacation
with the family.
But still in the back of our minds it lingers … that doubt of safety, that
feeling of insecurity. Who is vaccinated and who may not be? No one will
tell us with any surety that we are safe, we don’t believe we are free from
Covid-19, nor have we left the fear behind that has daunted us for over a
year. In our own congregation, I have observed and heard a spectrum of
caution from “We can return to normal” to “The plague is still among us
and we must keep up our defenses.”
I’m not sure where you stand in this matter, but what I am sure of is that the fear you harbor will not leave you
because the CDC, the federal government, the state government, or any department of health told you so. It is
only your own and my own returning confidence that will lead us back to trust again.
It is for these reasons and out an abiding respect for those feelings that your Session has
chosen to leave precautions, including mask wearing, in place for the time being; at our June
meeting we will be reviewing these policies. We have endeavored to, and I believe that we
have successfully made, our sanctuary safe for all members of our congregation. Recently,
the precautions suggested by the Rhode Island Department of Health have eased considerably
and will hopefully continue to mitigate as we each regain our confidence with every bit of
positive news, not by instant liberation, but step by cautious step.
Of late we can sit closer, but ushers at Greenwood continue to suggest that non-family
members sit socially distanced. The Fellowship Hour after worship has returned;
weather permitting, the Deacons hold it outdoors, and if weather is not cooperative, the
Deacons hold it indoors … in whatever venue, social distancing protocols are
observed, and coffee/refreshments are served by a Deacon.
I am at peace with the respect that this congregation demonstrates toward their fellow church members and
am proud to be a member of this body that has not recorded one known infection due to service attendance.
See you in church.
Respectfully submitted,
Dennis Charpentier,
Chair, Stewardship Committee;
President of the Corporation
Dear Greenwood Community Church,
We are so grateful for your faithful and continued partnership with Operation Christmas Child. The 73 shoebox gifts you packed in 202 insure
that 73 children WILL hear the life changing gospel message. That a potential 73 people you may meet in heaven someday. I love the fact that
shoeboxes help us to fulfill the Great Commission from the comfort of our own homes. It’s something all of us can do! In 2018 you packed 71
boxes; 2019, 69 boxes; and 2020, 73 boxes. We are SO grateful. I would like to personally challenge you to start NOW, and plan to pack one
hundred shoe boxes for 2021. Our world is changing, and the gospel needs to go out. Pray about it. Please let us know if we can provide a
speaker, literature, or anything else to support you.
Blessings, Lisa R. Brown
Regional Area Coordinator for Operation Christmas Child
To our Greenwood Church family.
Steve and I would like to thank you all for the cards, flowers, prayers and love that we have received from you. I’ve been watching and
worshipping from home this year, and while so many things are different, one thing that never changes is the outpouring of love and support that
our congregation gives to each other in times of need. We are so fortunate to be part of this church family. Thank you so very much for your
prayers and love.
In His Hands. Patti Parkinson
Pastor Steve and all Greenwood friends,
I miss you all and because of my shift schedule at the assisted living facility, I haven’t been able to physically attend worship. So, thankfully they
are live streamed where I can watch. So glad to see the choir returned (even in masks, LOL!). And Pasto, your sermons always keep me
grounded and help me stay strong in my convictions in this crazy world (though I am far from perfect). Thank you for all you do.
Yours, Patricia McGrath
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MISSION COMMITTEE ADDENDUM: 2021 OGHS DISBURSEMENTS
Thank you to everyone who so generously supported One Great Hour of Sharing during this Lenten
season. The Mission Committee raised $3,590.50 and the following allocations were made to support our
brothers and sisters in need both here and around the world .
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A.) OGHS ($500) The One Great Hour of Sharing Program makes the love of
Christ real for individuals and communities around the world by addressing needs in the areas of disaster
assistance, hunger and self-development.
VOICE OF THE MARTYRS ($700) It’s a difficult, dangerous and often illegal task, but front-line workers are
risking their lives to get God’s Word into the hands of those who otherwise might never receive it. We can
help ensure that every Christian in more than sixty nations, such as Cuba, North Korea, China and Iraq, has
his or her own copy of the Bible. See www.persecution.com for additional information.
WISH (WEST INDIES SELF HELP) ($500) is a relief and development mission located on LaGonave Island,
fifteen miles off the mainland of Haiti. A major focus of the mission has been to provide a safe and reliable
source of water. Our support will be designated to provide water fountains. Water is core to life and to the
ministry of WISH. We provide water for a village of over 30,000 people at 19 fountains. These fountains are
strategically located to serve the neighborhoods of the village. The fountains are in need of an update. It costs
approximately $10,000 to replace each fountain, which includes the pipes. See www.haitiwish.com
SAMARITAN’S PURSE/ETHIOPIA ($500) As hundreds of thousands of people fled to more populated areas of
Tigray last fall, there were many stories of suffering and hunger. Thousands of displaced children and nursing
and pregnant mothers were increasingly at risk of malnutrition. Some families were reduced to begging for
food, and many simply went days or longer without eating. For months, Samaritan’s Purse has been working
hard to help in this dire situation, providing ongoing nutrition and feeding relief. In addition to the ready-to-use
supplemental food (RUSF) items that are airlifted aboard Samaritan’s Purse DC-8 aircraft earlier this year;
Samaritan’s Purse is also providing tens of thousands of families with a month’s worth of wheat, beans,
cooking oil, and other staples. See www.samaritanspurse.org/donation-items/ethiopia-projects
TIM TEBOW FOUNDATION “RESCUE THEM” … FIGHTING /HUMAN TRAFFICKING ($500) It has been estimated that
as often as every two minutes around the world, a vulnerable life is being bought and sold as if it were merely
a commodity to be traded. Human beings – image bearers of God – are being captured, exploited, abused
and bound as modern-day slaves. The exact numbers are hard to track, often inconsistent, and presumably
underreported, yet they are a global reality steadily and even exponentially trending at an alarming pace. See
www.timtebowfoundation.org/anti-human-trafficking
DAYS FOR GIRLS ($500) Recommended by our mission partners Chris and Greg Callison in Iraq, DAYS FOR
GIRLS is a nonprofit international organization that works to “increase access to menstrual care and education
by developing global partnerships, cultivating Social Entrepreneurs, mobilizing volunteers and innovating
sustainable solutions that shatter stigma and limitations for women and girls.” See www.daysforgirls.org
KARANDA HOSPITAL, ZIMBABWE/FOOD PACKS ($490.50) In our mission partner Kiersten Hutchinson’s recent
video, Kiersten mentioned that because rampant inflation has returned this last year, there is a dire need for
basic food supplies to help sustain the staff of Karanda Hospital. PAPA (a local mission agency) and the
hospital have graciously been supporting monthly food packs, which supply the basic needs for the family at a
cost of $30 per pack.

