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ANOTHER SOMEWHAT-ABBREVIATED QUARANTINE EDITION
APRIL/MAY 2021
Dear Members and Friends,
At the time of this writing, it’s two weeks after a glorious celebration of Holy Week. Although far from our “pre-Covid”
levels of attendance and activity, it was a delightful contrast from the pandemic-emptied sanctuary of Holy Week 2020 to
commemorate Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter with so many enthusiastic worshippers and
talented accompanists in-house joined by several others on line (in fact, the Good Friday service may have set a new all-time in house
attendance record for that service; I’ll have to check!). THANK YOU to our outstanding vocalists, accompanists, instrumentalists,
lectors and leaders at all Holy Week services, our Deacons who prepared Palm Sunday fronds and arranged the beautiful
Easter flowers, the Christian Ed Committee for organizing the always-fun Palm Processional with Hannah the Donkey
and the following Saturday’s Easter Egg Hunt, AND to the twenty-five or so “Easter Carolers” who joined us for a fun
afternoon of singing to our friends in homes and nursing care facilities (see pictures throughout the next pages).
Below is an edited excerpt from my 2017 Easter sermon; please pay special attention to the little “aside” in paragraph two:
In December 2006, Sylvester Stallone’s Rocky Balboa was released, the last and latest of his tried and true success formula of a boxingcomeback film. The original Rocky series started ‘way back in 1976, thirty years earlier; those films were immensely popular in the Philadelphia
area where I was raised. In that 2006 release Rocky, now in his late fifties and long retired from boxing, lives a quiet life as a widower … having
lost his wife Adrian to cancer. In 2006 I was in my late fifties, not retired from boxing but certainly feeling some of the aches and joint pains of an
aging one-time athlete, and also living the somewhat-quiet life of a widower; you can understand how I personally connected to this movie. Just
before his bout with Mason Dixon, the current boxing champion, in Las Vegas, Rocky has a verbal encounter with his (much) younger opponent
… Dixon cautions Rocky to not try anything serious or else Dixon will have to put him away. Rocky replies, “You know, a lot of people come to
Vegas to lose. I didn’t.” Dixon replies with a hint of arrogance and disdain, “It’s already over, old man.” Rocky Balboa replies: “Nuthin’s over till
it’s over.” Mason Dixon replies, "What's that from, the eighties?" Rocky (somewhat paternally) corrects him, "That's probably the seventies."
Rocky was right, it was the seventies. The actual quote is, "It ain't over till it's over." It is probably one of the best known quotes of American
baseball legend Yogi Berra. “It ain't over till it's over" was an offhanded remark made by Berra at a news conference during the 1973 baseball
season when the baseball team he managed, the New York Mets, were all the way back in fifth place during the pennant race. After that
interview, against all odds Berra eventually managed the team back to the top, and the Mets went on to win that year's division title! The Mets
fell to the Oakland Athletics in the 1973 World Series, but they went the distance in a close-fought seven-game series (a little aside: One of the
pitchers of that 1973 team was lefty Jon Matlack — he’s from my home town, went to school with my oldest brother and pitched for our high
school team. He was drafted right out of high school in 1967 to the Mets farm system, and our town cheered as he won the 1972 Rookie of the
Year award … he was arguably New York’s top pitcher in the 1973 season, especially the final few weeks!). "It ain't over till it's over."
Well, it sure looked like it was over to the followers of Jesus that first Good Friday. They saw from a distance as He was beaten and led out to
the gallows. They saw as His hands and feet were nailed to the cross. And while most of the disciples were not close enough to hear it with
their own ears, some were close enough to hear Jesus Himself say, “It is finished.” Surely they must have thought, “Well, that’s it. It’s over. He
even said so Himself.” But there is another way to look at what Jesus meant when He said, “It is finished,” a way that spurns despair, cynicism,
and defeatism. It is the way that hears, “It is completed! It is accomplished. It is done.” For what had been in the works for centuries, even
millennia, what the entire Biblical drama of prophecy and inspiration and hope and salvation, what all the types and prophecies and promises,
what all the sacrifices of the old Jewish law were all about … it is all now finished, as in fulfilled, completed. “It is finished” means it is done,
settled, decided, complete. “Consummatum est!” as they say in Latin. As Jesus had earlier told His disciples, the cross was a necessity for our
redemption. It was part of the plan. It is not over. Rather, it is completed. The victory is won and Jesus has won it!
As we sing every Easter in the timeless lyrics of Charles Wesley, “Love’s redeeming work is done, fought the fight the battle won.” In that sealed
tomb, God raised Jesus from death to resurrected life, the life that will never, never die. And that new life to which He has been raised is also in
store for you and for me … the wonderful, glorious, perfect end in store for all who come to new life in Jesus Christ. “It is finished.” But it ain’t
over! Because of the cross, and because He has Risen. HE HAS RISEN, INDEED.
One reason I included the above is to recognize a potential “Jon Matlack” (albeit a righty, not a
lefty!) right here in our congregation! Some of you know Henry Hersum (confirmed here May 2020
and one of our graduating senior speakers Youth Sunday) attained the ranking of THE NUMBER ONE
BASEBALL PLAYER IN RHODE ISLAND (and one of the top in the entire nation!), even with the pandemic
effectively stealing his entire final high school baseball season at Prout last spring! Standing at
6’ 7”, and hurling a blazing fastball (clocked at 93 MPH) among other specialties, Henry’s pitching
has attracted scouting visits from fifteen of the thirty Major League Baseball teams from across
the nation. He pitched at the Perfect Game World Series in Clearwater, FL last October with
the Milwaukee Brewers scout team (see p. 2 picture; he is with one-time pitching superstar C.C. Sabathia.
PERFECT GAME is billed as the world’s largest baseball scouting organization; see www.perfectgame.org). In a
satellite broadcast interview early November by Perfect Game’s Roundtable (listen at
https://soundcloud.com/perfectgame-on-siriusxm/henry-hersum ), Henry spoke of his unconventionally creative (and I would add, Rockyesque!) workouts six days a week when gyms and baseball fields were closed, including car pushing, dragging dumbbellweighted duffel bags up and down a deserted football field and assorted other innovative leg, core and arm strengthening
strategies. And he did his church family proud by speaking in this interview of his life changing faith experience at the
29Eleven Summer Mission Trip in 2019 (a fuller account of this testimony was printed in the October 2019 Fishermen’s News, available at
gccp.org). I spoke with him after worship this past Sunday; he recently underwent minor elbow surgery for a bone chip in
his throwing arm, but anticipates a full recovery. He will be attending Old Dominion University in Virginia; I’m sure the Old
Dominion Monarchs’ coaches are drooling with anticipation. CONGRATULATIONS, HENRY! Your commendable hard work,
gently unassuming nature, tremendous skill and faithful
tenacity (especially in the face of the obstacles of this pandemic!),
have made your family and your church family proud!

Stephen L. Clark, Pastor

C.C. Sabathia and Henry Hersum
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF FAMILY MINISTRIES (AND 2021 DEACON’S MODERATOR!)
“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.” -- Proverbs 22:6
Calling All Youth Grades 6 and younger !!
You are invited to King’s Kids!
Sundays, 5:00-7:00
ALL ARE ENCOURAGED TO JOIN US AND BRING A FRIEND! We have been meeting each Sunday at 5:00 pm.
While wearing masks and distancing, we continue to have such a great time. John Black continues to teach
the children to read music, play instruments and sing. We have been praying for family, church members,
Persons of Concern and other prayer requests received time to time from the Prayer Request Pew Cards.
Each week we do a lesson, play games, and do a craft. All ages are welcome; please join us!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2021!
Save the date! July 12 - July 16
DESTINATION DIG!
Unearthing The Truth About Jesus!
We can't wait to explore and have a blast at VBS this year! Call us with your
questions and concerns. We are planning to hold VBS in person (not online) if
possible, and plan to have most events outside in the fresh air, weather
permitting! MARK YOUR CALENDARs; for ages four through entering grade six. To
volunteer call the Church office or Ginny Jacobs. Register online at GCCP.org
Did you know we have five Facebook pages (tour private, one public) connected to the church?
•
•
•
•
•

"MEMBERS OF GREENWOOD" Lots of inspirational, fun things on this page.
"KINGS KIDS GREENWOOD " Updates and pictures of our King’s Kids activities.
“SUNDAY SCHOOL GREENWOOD COMMUNITY CHURCH” Online Sunday School lessons and other updages
"GREENWOOD MUSIC"- All the updates and pictures for the Music Ministry.
"GREENWOOD COMMUNITY CHURCH, PRESBYTERIAN" our public page with updates, pictures and our occasional Hymn Sing.
NOTES FROM THE BOARD OF DEACONS
"Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. Romans 12:13

Thank you to the deacons for all your outreach and hard work this month. The connection you have with our
shut-ins and members is heart warming. Please continue to reach out and show hospitality. If members have
ANY needs please feel free to reach out to the Board of Deacons via the church office. We have a list of
Deacons who are available and willing to help by giving rides, running errands, making deliveries, etc.
A SPECIAL NOTE OF THANKS TO COMMUNITY MINISTRIES COMMITTEE deacons
Bob Whitney, Brandon Phillips and Louis Messier for taking time to visit
(and present $400 donations each to) our presently-supported community
agencies: the Providence Rescue Mission, Amos House, the Salvation
Army Rehabilitation Center, West Bay Community Action, the
Elizabeth Buffum Chace Center, Thrive Behavioral Health, McAuley
Ministries and Habitat for Humanity (the latter via Debra Stacey).
OUR NEW TECHNICAL MINISTRIES COMMITTEE (Adam Jones and Bob Whitney, cochairs) has been hard at work adapting donated Chromebook tablet
computers for use by our shut-ins to help them participate in our live
streamed worship services. Thank you to the Warwick Area School District
Bob and Brandon at Providence Rescue
for these generously donated computers! (Adam happens to be the head of
Tollgate High School’s technology department, and submitted a request for this generous donation … I believe ten have been donated
to date, with more on the way!). We are working to get these easy-to-operate computers (and computer training) to
those who have none so all can worship remotely with us each week. Bob and Adam are also hard at work
(along with elders Matt Majeika, Jay David and deacon Cheryl Bowser) coordinating the live-streaming of our worship
services. If you have a need for a computer and/or training to access the live streaming, please let us know!
A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE PRAYER MINISTRY COMMITTEE: The Prayer Request Cards have been made available
in the pew racks since at least late 1999 (maybe 1998); cards filled out and put in the offering plate or otherwise
turned into the office are then reviewed by the pastor and office administrator. A prayer list is prepared from
these cards (anonymity protected when requested), and copies left weekly in the narthex. This list is updated each
week by the office administrator as requests are added and others removed; unless otherwise noted, requests
are removed after one month. Also, as use of items in the pew racks has been discouraged under pandemic
protocol this past year, the number of cards received has dwindled; now, as protocols are loosened and pews
restocked with hymnals, Bibles, Greenwood Greeters and envelopes, the prayer cards are regularly restocked
and reminder announcements will be placed here in the Fishermen’s News and in the weekly bulletins. Over
the years various deacons assigned to the Prayer Ministry Committee (currently Barbara Miller and Louis Messier)
have faithfully taken the responsibility of praying for the people/requests listed, at times meeting together or by
praying alone; Bonnie Readett and Eric McNeely had served in this capacity the past several years.
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MUSIC PROGRAM
Dear friends,
Of the past thirteen Easter Sundays I have spent at the
organ consoles of the churches I’ve served (not counting
sunrise services here at Greenwood beginning several
years prior!), our 2021 celebration of the resurrection will
always hold a dear place in my memory. The longawaited return of our Chancel Choir is an experience that
cannot be put into words; suffice it to say for now, those
who were present shared in our great pleasure at this
major step in reinstating our full in-person worship
experience, and for the members of the choir, the
additional joys of returning home to singing, leading
worship, and worshiping from our familial gathering
space in the choir loft. Combined with the influx of
returning church members who have not been able to
worship in person with us for such a long time, the joy of
the resurrection was palpable in our sanctuary and has
remained in my heart these past weeks.
Our attention is now devoted to the rebuilding of our full music
program. Most notably, our Chancel Choir has resumed in-person
singing and plans to present anthems and lead worship each week
as conditions continue to improve. This is a reconstruction effort,
and because of this, there has never been a more critical time for
new singers to join our ranks … if you have ever thought about
participating in our ministry of music, please don’t hesitate to speak
with me! As we celebrate this time of rebuilding, we also realize that
not all of our choir members are as of yet able to participate in this inperson ministry. To continue to involve ALL of our dear singers, our
virtual choir program will continue with at least one more project over
the summer (in addition to our soon to be released recording, “Praise
His Holy Name,” for which over thirty-three singers participated!),
ensuring that everyone who has the desire to participate in our
ministry of music is able to do so. Our Youth Choir continues with
weekly Sunday evening rehearsals during the King’s Kids fellowship
time; you have likely enjoyed their online videos, including their most
recent Easter anthem, an “Alleluia” setting to a canon written by W.A.
Mozart. We hope to have the kids sing in person for our worship
services this spring; right now, they are having a blast working on a
spirited rendition of “Joshua Fit the Battle of Jericho,” and are very
excited to share their music with the congregation.
I would be remiss not to thank all those who made our celebration of
Holy Week and the beginning of the Easter season so special. Thank
you to our Music Associate, Alexandra Nichols, for her leadership of
our Easter string quartet, her support in bringing the choir back to inperson singing, and her beautiful solo playing in worship during Holy
Week. Thank you to all of the choir members who energetically and
wholeheartedly jumped back into music ministry with our outdoor
singing of “The Palms” on Palm Sunday and our unforgettable return
to the choir loft Easter Sunday. Thank you to Jaimeson Jacobs for
his wonderful percussion accompaniment during worship Palm
Sunday and Easter, bringing our beautiful set of timpani to life, and
thank you to Steve Parkinson for his deeply moving rendition of
“The Holy City” after our palm processional. As always, I remain
deeply grateful to Olivia for her partnership in our ministry of
music, but I think all were especially blessed by her offering of the
virtuosic Mozart “Alleluia” in worship on Easter.
Plans are underway for an exciting summer of music and worship
at Greenwood. While our traditional concert format is expected to
return next December with a special lessons and carols program,
we have other exciting ideas in the works for the summer months;
stay tuned as details become finalized!
Blessings,
/s/ John
John C. Black, Director of Music and Choirs, Organist
Alexandra K. Nichols, Music Associate
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MISSION COMMITTEE
MISSIONARY FOCUS: Kiersten Hutchinson is one of our supported missionaries. Kiersten
partners with T.E.A.M. (The Evangelical Alliance Mission) and is based in Karanda,
Zimbabwe. During the summer of 1999 she went to Zimbabwe for two months with
TEAMServe, TEAM’s short-term program. She worked at Karanda Hospital located in the
rural northeast corner of Zimbabwe in the village of Mt. Darwin, 200 km north of Harare.
She was overwhelmed by the numbers of severely ill people needing medical care. All too
often, she had to watch people, young and old, die. Amid these tragic circumstances,
some of the patients turned to Christ for both physical and spiritual healing. God opened
the door for her to be a Physician Assistant for full-time service at the Karanda
Hospital. Now, twenty-one years later, Kiersten continues her work; she has visited
with us here at Greenwood on four occasions over the years (three times in person; once
via Zoom). The goal of Karanda Hospital is to provide an authentic Christian witness
by demonstrating the compassion of Christ through medical work, establishing and
strengthening the local church through participation in spiritual ministry to patients
and in outreach to local communities, educating and training Christian professionals
for the medical ministry (hospital and nursing school) and to facilitate the training of
leaders for the local church.
The mission complex has a three-year nurse training school for
approximately fifty-five students, a one-year midwifery program, and a
primary school offering grades one through seventh for children of the
hospital staff. The hospital also offers a home-based care program that
ministers to the needs of widows, orphans and those with HIV. It works
with the Evangelical church, a non-denominational church, very similar
in doctrine to the Evangelical Free church in the United States.
Karanda has five chaplains who help to meet the spiritual needs of the
patients through daily ward devotions, evangelization, and counseling
for grief when a patient dies or for end-of-life issues for those with
terminal diseases. Karanda takes the evangelistic element of its
mission very seriously.
The hospital is licensed for 150 beds and on an average day performs
between 15-30 surgeries and sees 200-300 outpatients. The facility is
known for the large number of surgical cases it handles as well as treating HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, obstetrics,
and hydrocephalus. Karanda performs over FOUR THOUSAND surgical cases annually and has two full time
surgeons (a General surgeon and an OBGYN), as well as a little help from some visiting medical professionals.
In addition to the two surgeons, Karanda also has a physician’s assistant and a general practitioner. During
parts of the year Karanda also has two interns from the University of Zimbabwe and medical volunteers from
overseas. The patient population is drawn from the entire country as people seek affordable, reliable and
compassionate healthcare.
Respectfully submitted by Emmy Kmet, for the Mission Committee,
Sam Koldyk, Chair; Jonathan Farnsworth, Wilma Swanson, Emmy Kmet, Kevin Golde and Marcia Camp
From Oded and Bimini Cohen in Israel
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APRIL

MAY

Nancy Collins 4/11
Betty McClung 4/2
Keegan Carson 4/2
Nancy Taylor 4/4
Sheila Curran 4/8
Catherine Majeika 4/9
Julia McKeever D’Arrezo 4/10
Dorothy Matteson 4/11
Gino Corcoran 4/12
Stephen Clark 4/13
Betty Stacey 4/13
Karlyn McNeely 4/13
Harry Curran 4/15
Dorothy Blackwell 4/16
Patricia Parkinson 4/16
Julia Martins 4/18
Evelyn Murray 4/18
Aidan McNeely 4/20
Melanie Mattis 4/20
Mark Donilon 4/21
William Hebert 4/21
Monika Algozino 4/22
Debra Stacey 4/23
Michaela Lindia 4/24
Paul Magyar 4/24
Joshua Segala 4/26
Evelyn DesRoches 4/26
Sue Stock 4/26
Alexandra Petrucci 4/30

Jeff Black 5/1
Nicholas LaBanca 5/1
Michael Snyman 5/3
Madelyn Sullivan 5/6
Joanne Giroux 5/8
Elizabeth Readett 5/10
Dayna Krahenbill-Pickup 5/10
Alexis Budlong-Springer 5/11
Jaimeson Jacobs 5/11
Scott Ruhren 5/11
Cheryl Casinelli 5/13
Lindsay Cobb 5/13
Kate Snyman 5/13
Florence Hachadorian 5/16.
Caleb Jacobs 5/19
John Pickup 5/20
Wendy Petrucci 5/20
Jonathan Farnsworth 5/21
Wayne Meunier 5/21
Rebecca Sanchez DeLozada 5/22
Karen Baxter 5/25
Nancy Allen 5/26
Robert Hocking 5/28
Peggy Phillips 5/29
Janet Swanson 5/30
Stefanie Whaley 5/31
Eric Robinson 5/31

LIBRARY LINES
Calling all readers; summer is coming, and we’d like to include a summer reading list in the
next edition of The Fishermen’s News. If you have a book suggestion, new or old, for kids,
teens, or adults that you’d like to share with the congregation, please email the title and author
to Emmy Kmet at ejkmet.tap@gmail.com or Marcia Camp at marcam13@yahoo.com. Don’t
use email? There will be a box for book suggestions with 3x5 cards in the church library (on the
second floor, next to the choir room). Please provide your suggestions by Monday, May 10.
Respectfully submitted by Emmy Kmet, Marcia Camp and Dena Janson

NEWS FROM PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
The Presbyterian Women of Greenwood Church continue to navigate service to our local and world
communities while following the recommended safety guidelines of the on-going pandemic, and have donated
goods and monies as we are enabled to do so. Our Circles are meeting and connecting as able while praying
that all will stay healthy and keep in good spirits until we are able to resume many of our plans.
The May Breakfast is once again, yes most sadly, cancelled this year. Depending on circumstances we may
try something new this coming fall, but we will keep May Breakfast 2022 on our schedule!
We appreciate you, our wonderful church family, and gratefully thank you for supporting all we do in the service
of faith. I, along with PW, am keeping our entire church family in my prayers. We encourage you to reach out
and connect with people in our entire congregation circle via notes, phone calls, text messages, emails, tweets,
Facebook, face-time and so on.
THE PICASSO QUILTERS need your help once again! We began
making sleeping bags for the homeless in 2010 and have so far
completed and delivered throughout Rhode Island 978 sleeping bags
towards our goal of 1,000. The families here at Greenwood have
supported this project over these years by donating some of the
supplies we need to complete our sleeping bags. As you know we
make them with used materials. Right now we need used mattress
pads, blankets, and comforters for the fillings. They can be faded, have a rip or two, or
just be things you don't intend to use again. Thank you for all you do!
May you have a Spring in your step every day until we can all join together!
“A circle of strength, founded on faith”
Artena Fairbairn, for Presbyterian Women
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STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
Pat and I recently attended in-person church services for the first time in many months. We had streamed the
services several times while in Florida and enjoyed being able to remotely participate in worship with our
congregation from afar. We did experience a few minor technical problems, as have been reported by others,
but all seems to be well now with our streaming service providers. While we were away, the live streaming
kept us more in contact with our church than has ever been possible before.
At the in-person worship, I was happy to see that mandated pandemic precautions are being
adhered to beyond those adopted by your session. Notably, most attendees wear their
masks throughout the service, even when seated. Your session has held many discussions
among its members, at session meetings, and with church staff in striving to provide the
safest worship conditions we can no matter the state, city, or national directives.
Pat and I surely do miss the fellowship opportunity provided by meeting other GCCP
members after services in Fellowship Hall. I long to return to the days of spending a joyous
half-hour with our fellow congregants and hope we can return to that soon. We surely will be
maintaining social distance for some time and mask wearing in public places is still the
norm. I can feel that it will soon come to be that we can once again congregate in our
Fellowship Hall over homemade cookies and a leisurely coffee.
We are pleased that we have done what we can to keep our congregation safe,
although it has surely been a hardship. The mask wearing and social distancing has
kept us apart, but we continue to worship together either streaming or in-person and
are surely together in spirit. As the flowers bloom in spring and the leaves of summer open full, I hope I can
once again gaze upon your smiling faces.
The Stewardship Committee is still seeking assistance in how to reach out to those in cyberspace visiting our
website and watching our streaming services. If you have any experience with marketing, we sure could use
your expertise. Contact me at 401-738-0179 and we can talk about how you might be able to help.
Dennis Charpentier,
Chair, Stewardship Committee;
President of the Corporation

Above: Grandchild # 3 for Ron and Beth Fish!
Below: Surprise Easter Sunday Guest Lector!

Easter Caroling! Above: Lolly Morse & Jean Brown
Below: Louise Ferrante & Joan Sandra McKnight
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Dear Members of GCCP,
What a pleasant surprise to be treated to Easter music by
John Black and his entourage (including Rev. Clark arriving
on his motorcycle!) on the Saturday before Easter at my
home. Thank you to the church members who have kept in
touch with me this past year with cards, notes and calls. I
hope to be back in person soon.
Blessings to all,
Linda Overton

Doris Fahlman and friend

