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Dear Members and Friends,
As you are no doubt aware, no one has given clear indications as to when pandemic restrictions might be lifted as we
mark this month the one year anniversary of the original “fourteen days to flatten the curve.” As noted the past few issues of
Fishermen’s News (and reiterated at the Annual Meeting), all things considered, Greenwood continues to adapt well as so
many of you have been so faithful in your support, participation, patience and encouragement, as well as remaining
generous in your giving. THANK YOU. A few days ago I received this gracious note of appreciation:
Dear Pastor Clark,
Each Sunday as we gather around our kitchen table and worship with our laptop perched on the countertop, we are still grateful for
Greenwood. From your stuffed animals depicting forty days in the “wilderness” to the familiar hymns or the Lord’s prayer uttered in unison, it
is all very comforting, despite “Zoom.” So our family is sending this small donation to be earmarked for the church’s virtual or technology
needs … to say how thankful we are for the experience, albeit remote.
Fondly, The Ruhren Family
P.S. Tess especially loved the stuffed animals! (:
I enjoyed the little tongue-in-cheek “flow chart” diagram copied below that was shared with me by an old friend; it was
originally posted by his pastor. As pandemic precautions have made physical presence in a house of worship more
challenging, I think the same principle applies to virtual worship … all who make it a point to prioritize weekly worship of
the Lord, whether in person or remotely, are to be commended. As I mentioned during the Pentecost Sunday service:
(beginning of sermon excerpt) “As the Psalmist said, ‘I was
glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the
Lord.’ Another translation has it: ‘I rejoiced with those who
said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.’” For the
most part, that’s what people of faith do … we go to the
house of the Lord! Regularly and with joy, for we are grateful
for the grace and love we’ve received, and we want to
discover more of, and learn more about, the God we worship
and what God has prepared for us to do and enjoy in this life
He has given us. Author Eugene Peterson, a retired
Presbyterian pastor who served 29 years in a congregation
about our size in Bel Air, Maryland, once wrote, ‘One of the
afflictions of pastoral work has been to listen, with a straight
face, to all the reasons people give for not going to church:
‘My mother made me go when I was little.’ ‘There are too
many hypocrites in the church.’ ‘It’s the only day I have to
sleep in.’ There was a time when I responded to such
statements with simple arguments that exposed them as
flimsy excuses. I noticed that it didn’t make any difference.
If I showed the inadequacy of one excuse, three more would
pop up in its place. So, I don’t respond anymore. I listen
with a straight face and then go home and pray that person
will find the one sufficient reason for going to church, which
is God. I go about my work hoping that what I do and say
will be usable by the Holy Spirit to create in that person a
determination to worship God in a Christian community.”
Like you here present this morning (in person or on line),
many people do have that determination, the determination
to worship God weekly, and you do so faithfully, devoutly,
regularly and joyfully. It is a holy habit, and on those rare
occasions when such people do miss worship, they feel an
aching absence. Also, when the Psalmist said, “I was glad
when they said to me, ‘Let us go the house of the Lord,’ this
is a man who really is glad to go, and he really is glad that
others are going, AND please note: He really is glad that
he has been invited to go! “Let’s go,” this man’s friends
and neighbors had said to him, and he was glad to be invited
along … and it’s a safe bet to say there are many of our
friends and neighbors who would also be glad to receive
such an invitation.’ ‘ (end of excerpt)
Thank you to all who are working so hard to manage (and improve the quality of) our live streaming capabilities; thank you to
all who are faithfully determined to find a way to “go to church” when physically unable to attend by taking advantage of
this ministry venue; thank you to all who are diligently working on alternatives to make remote worship more accessible for
those who find modern technology difficult; and thank you to ALL who maintain this “holy habit” and encourage/invite
others to do so as well. Continue to pray our government representatives will make wise, balanced and life-enhancing
decisions, pray for all adversely affected by this disease and/or the subsequent quarantine measures, pray and watch out
for each other as best we are able. And again, stay well, stay faithful, and thank you for being instruments of God’s
goodness and grace by your consistent faithfulness through all seasons, delightful or difficult as they may be.
Stephen L. Clark, Pastor

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE
“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.” -- Proverbs 22:6
NEWS FROM THE SUNDAY SCHOOL
Each year during Lent, the Sunday School collects coins to benefit Heifer International, a
tradition that goes back at least seventeen years. All funds raised through this drive enable
the Sunday School to purchase domestic animals for impoverished families worldwide. The
purchase of these animals will help feed families as well as generate income for them
through the sale of eggs, cheese, milk, wool and other animal
byproducts. Last year the pandemic restrictions discontinuing in person
worship commenced the third week of Lent, but that did not stop many of
you from continuing to donate to this worthwhile organization. With your help (and a little
extra contribution from the Mission Committee), we were able to purchase $1,200 worth of
animals for needy families around the world. Under current protocols we will NOT have the
children collecting these coins during the worship service, but we will continue this annual
appeal. We will accept coins, bills or a designated check for donation. You may leave your
donations in the offering plate, bring them to the office or mail a check to the church.
FEB. 21 – PENNIES, FEB. 28– NICKELS, MARCH 7 – DIMES, MARCH 14 – QUARTERS, MARCH 29 – DOLLARS
PALM SUNDAY MARCH 28: Last year we canceled our
annual Palm Sunday Processional for the first time in twenty
years because Hannah the Donkey was unavailable, as her
handler underwent an elective surgical procedure … and
Hannah would ONLY travel with her. As it turned out, we
would’ve had to cancel anyway due to the then-newly imposed
pandemic restrictions. We ARE planning a processional
this year; if the way be clear, Hannah will lead the
processional at 9:00 A.M., while we encourage the
“Hosannah crowd” to maintain social distancing protocol. Worship is 9:30 A.M. followed by Sunday School.
NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR OF FAMILY MINISTRIES:
Calling All Youth Grades 6 and younger !!
You are invited to King’s Kids!
Sundays, 5:00-7:00
ALL ARE ENCOURAGED TO JOIN US AND BRING A FRIEND! We have been
meeting each Sunday at 5:00 pm. While wearing masks and distancing,
we have had such a great time. John Black has been teaching the children
to read music, play instruments and sing. We have been praying for family
and church members, and we all just learned the Lord's Prayer. Each week
we do a lesson, play games, and do a craft. All ages are welcome; please
join us! We had so much fun at our annual Valentine’s Dinner Dance
Sunday February 14; see pictures here and posted on our Facebook page!
Did you know we have four Facebook pages (three private, one public) connected to the church?
•
•
•
•

"MEMBERS OF GREENWOOD" Lots of inspirational, fun things on this page.
"KINGS KIDS GREENWOOD " Updates and pictures of our King’s Kids activities.
"GREENWOOD MUSIC"- All the updates and pictures for the Music Ministry.
"GREENWOOD COMMUNITY CHURCH, PRESBYTERIAN" our public page with updates, pictures and our occasional Hymn Sing.

Join us Saturday, April 3, 12:30 P.M. with your basket for an EASTER
EGG HUNT on the church lawn! Due to pandemic precautions we will not
have our usual indoor crafts and activities, but we will have handout
activities for the children to take home. Following the Easter Egg Hunt
all are invited to join us for EASTER CAROLING to our friends and shut-ins;
see the next page (Music Program article) for details!
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MUSIC PROGRAM
Dear friends,
As we approach the one-year mark of the pandemic bringing such great changes into our
lives, we continue to do our best to “gather” as the body of Christ, whether digitally or in
person, and to continue offering these opportunities via the many programs and ministries
we have nurtured over the years here at Greenwood. During this season of Lent, we are
pleased to offer a Lenten Hymn Sing (back by popular demand!) on Wednesday, March
24 at 7:30 p.m. This event will be offered online only, streamed live on the church’s
Facebook page (those reading this newsletter online may click for a direct link). Pastor Clark, Olivia and
I are excited to offer this night of music and virtual fellowship; get your hymn requests ready and warm up your
singing voice! It is apropos that we should return to this program almost exactly one year after it began in my
living room as the pandemic started to unfold … we are happy to have you “come over” for the evening, again.
In addition to our annual offering of Holy Week services taking us through the deeply
moving narrative of this important time in the church year, we are organizing A CHURCH
WIDE “EASTER CAROLING” TRIP on Saturday, April 3 (the day before Easter). Similar to
our Christmas caroling caravan in December, we will convene in the church parking lot
after the Easter Egg Hunt (Easter Egg Hunt is 12:30 P.M.; we anticipate departing at 1:00 PM or
shortly thereafter). You will receive an itinerary and music booklet (both of which will also be
available as a PDF by request, via email at music@gccp.org or telephone at 401-543-5219). With so
many members of our congregation still unable to join us in person for worship, we are
eager to visit as many of our dear church family as we can, distancing appropriately
and driving in our own vehicles. As was the case at Christmas, the list will be ambitious, but due to this format
of using separate vehicles, you are welcome to join us for any/all of the day’s excursion; we would love to have
you, and your presence will be so meaningful to those we visit. (ed. note/update – we just secured the services of a string
quartet, anchored by Music Associate Alexandra Nichols, for Easter Sunday! – slc)
Having been on hiatus from in-person meetings as choral
singing continues to be restricted, our Chancel Choir was
digitally “reunited” a few weeks ago with the publication of
our very first Virtual Choir Video. The final compilation
represents the hard work of twenty-seven singers, the
masterful video editing of Jennifer Jacobs, and countless
hours of audio mixing, alignment, and editing Olivia and I
labored over – a task made possible by a new Apple
computer we are grateful to now have in the church’s tech
library! Though this project cannot even begin to fill the void
left by our inability to sing in person together, I am
immensely thankful for this digital vehicle through which our
full ministry of music may exist to the fullest possible
capacity as we await a return to “normal.”
Thanks to this technology, I am pleased to ask you (for the
first time in over a year!) to JOIN THE CHOIR as we prepare
our second virtual offering! As a matter of fact, this is a
PERFECT time for new members to become acquainted
with choral singing; all of the music is made available in
advance with practice audio tracks, and singers make
individual appointments to meet with me at the church in our
makeshift “studio” to record. These meetings are
encouraging and fun, and plenty of time is allotted to
practice and guide each singer through the process (ask any
singer who participated in our last project to see how much they enjoyed it!). Though the online circulation of
these videos reaches a large audience (our last video is nearing four hundred views!), the pressure is minimal;
we have the ability to record as many takes as are needed, and the final product is expertly blended together.
If you are interested in giving it a try or learning more, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me.
I look forward to worshiping together as we again approach the miraculous celebration of Holy Week and
Easter. See you in church!
Blessings,
/s/ John
John C. Black, Director of Music and Choirs, Organist
Alexandra K. Nichols, Music Associate
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MISSION COMMITTEE
As highlighted last month, since 1949 Presbyterians have joined with millions of other Christians to share
God’s love with our neighbors in need around the world through ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING (OGHS).
Millions of people lack access to sustainable food sources, clean water, sanitation, education, and opportunity.
As highlighted in the Lenten bulletin inserts, the following three programs supported by OGHS work in different
ways to serve individuals and communities in need.
PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE (PDA) enables our congregations and mission partners to witness to
the healing love of Christ through caring for communities adversely affected by crisis and catastrophic
events. PRESBYTERIAN HUNGER PROGRAM (PHP) works to alleviate hunger and eliminate root causes of
hunger. The Hunger Program provides everything from farms, farms animals, beehives, seedlings, water
pumps, trees and purchased more than 63,000 pounds of fair-trade coffee. SELF DEVELOPMENT OF PEOPLE
(SDP) seeks to invest in communities responding to their experiences of oppression, poverty and injustice
and works to educate Presbyterians about the impact of such issues
OGHS is the single, largest way that Presbyterians come together every year to work for a better world! Your
Mission Committee will accept gifts to OGHS until April 25, 2021. Please use the One Great Hour of Sharing
Envelope provided in your box of offering envelopes, or the special One Great Hour of Sharing envelopes at
the Sanctuary entryways or the online account for your contributions. Look for more OGHS information in your
weekly bulletin.
Last year at this time we were pleased to announce the then-upcoming visit of
our newest mission partner, Keely Sawyer, who came to speak Sunday March
15. Keely works with the Lifelines ministry under CRU (formerly known as
Campus Crusade for Christ). Excerpts from her latest newsletter are copied
below; congratulations, Keely, on your engagement to Yan … you have our
prayers and best wishes as you become partners in life as well as in ministry!
In August 2019, when I was returning from Florida and raising financial support to begin my dual
role with Cru, I took part in a Lifelines team kayaking trip to one of the spots we will take
students (once camping adventures resume). On the trip I met Yan Sleight, who knew the team
through church and began volunteering while I was living in Florida. He and I became friends
and in late December 2019 he asked me on a first date. We’ve been happily dating since then
and throughout 2020. I see in this relationship many answered prayers. I’m routinely impressed
by how he approaches his day to day life as ministry and how hard he works. God’s gifted him with a sharp mind, strong leadership
qualities, and humility to go with it. And I am thankful that many of his interests overlap with my own. It’s a gift that Yan understands
and values outdoor ministry as well as the behind-the-scenes technical support I’ve been learning this year working with MPDX. He’s a
great resource and source of encouragement. Here’s what Yan had to say when I asked him to share a bit about what drew him to
volunteer with Lifelines:
“My love for outdoor ministry started when I was a college student. The campus ministry at my college
(Geneva College) had a huge impact on my spiritual growth through their outdoors program. After
graduating, I began partnering with them to give back to the community by helping facilitate events and
lead trips with students. I even spent two summers as a raft guide with another ministry in Colorado. I
started volunteering with Lifelines shortly after coming to Maine. Many of the Lifelines team attend the
same church as I do in Portland which is how I originally got connected. I moved to Maine (my home
state) to return to school, and I am finishing up a Masters in Education this year. I work as an
eLearning Coach at a high school where I support the online education programs for our district.”
Yan and I are planning an August 5, 2021 wedding and will stay living in and around the Portland area. I
will continue working full-time with Cru with the same teams and working in the same roles. And Yan will
continue working as an eLearning Coach at the high school. Thank you for being in ministry with me!
And come August … us!
PRAYER REQUESTS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Praises for a successful workshop on Jan 23 with student leaders and staff from UNH. The Lifelines team was able to lead an all-day,
socially distanced workshop to teach participants skills to use in small group Bible Study settings with international students.
Praises for my engagement to Yan. I’m deeply grateful that God has answered this long-term prayer request. I’m full of joy and
thankfulness these days!
Praises for a February 14 opportunity for our team to teach lessons about God's good plan for intimacy and how to set boundaries in
relationships and dating. A local youth group for middle school and high school students invited us to speak and lead programs like
"Boundaries" and "the Progression of Intimacy." It went well!
Prayers for the students at the University of New England, University of Southern Maine and St. Joseph’s College as they begin another
hybrid semester and meet virtually. Everyone is quite tired of Zoom classes and studies.
Prayers for the Summer Missions scheduled for this summer, that students and staff would be able to safely gather in-person and for the
preparations beforehand to go smoothly.
For upcoming Facilitation Workshops with UMaine Orono and, we hope, UMass Amherst.
For students to apply and attend Summer Missions with Cru. That the Maine Expeditions (x2) and the Alaska Expedition would be filled
and that the planning would go smoothly.
We are developing a website for students in Southern Maine so they are able to find information about and connect to the ministries on
each campus and with our Lifelines Team. Prayers for the process to continue smoothly, for vision-filled wording to fill the pages, and
that it would help seeking students get involved.

Thank you for supporting the ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING as well as all our mission partners.
For the Mission Committee,
Emmy Kmet
Sam Koldyk, Chair; Jonathan Farnsworth, Wilma Swanson, Emmy Kmet, Kevin Golde and Marcia Camp
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LIBRARY LINES
Your library offers two new books to consider:
CONFRONTING INJUSTICE WITHOUT COMPROMISING TRUTH , by Thaddeus J. Williams
In our hyper-polarized culture, it’s hard to think of a more controversial topic than social justice - or a
more critical one for Christians. Our God loves justice and commands us to do justice. But what is
meant by social justice in our world and how should Christians fulfill God’s command without either
alienating a generation or capitulating uncritically to its demands?
Thaddeus Williams, a professor of systematic theology at Biola University, tackles the topic in a way
that is well-reasoned, well-researched, humble, bold, gracious, sometimes funny, and above all,
Biblical. In four sections he covers social justice with respect to worship, community, salvation, and
knowledge. Each section poses and considers three questions followed by a powerful, contemporary,
first-person story of a life transformed by God’s grace. Probing questions at the end of each chapter
make the book adaptable to group or personal study, and extensive notes, appendices on particular
issues, and an index are included. J.P. Moreland calls this book “the most important book I have
recommended in 20 years.”
WHY SUFFERING? FINDING MEANING AND COMFORT WHEN LIFE DOESN’T MAKE SENSE
by Ravi Zacharias and Vince Vitale
In Why Suffering?, Ravi Zacharias and Vince Vitale carefully walk you through a variety of responses
that considered together provide a clear, comprehensive, and convincing answer. Here is a book
written with great respect for the complexity of the issue, recognizing that some who read it will be in
the trenches of deep suffering themselves and others will be questioning the very existence of a
loving God.
Respectfully submitted by Emmy Kmet, Marcia Camp and Dena Janson

Karsten Dietz 3/1
Robert Gungle 3/3
Linda Gungle 3/4
Jeffrey Devolve 3/5
Gregory Harrop 3/5
Amy Donilon 3/6
David Tanner, Sr. 3/7
Jill Dickson 3/7
Robert Soave 3/9
Jay David 3/10

Jillian Jacobs 3/10
Lois-Belle Crankshaw 3/11
Joan-Sandra McKnight 3/11
Kaitlyn Richardson 3/12
Millicent Budlong 3/12
Megan David 3/14
Martha Sommer 3/17
Raymond Greco 3/17
Janice Black 3/18
Matthew Rothermel 3/18
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Sarah Kaplan 3/19
Jean Brown 3/24
Chloe Pickup 3/25
Zackery Snowman 3/21
Jean Brown 3/24
Wilma Swanson 3/26
Jeffrey Hebert 3/27
Chandler Budlong-Springer 3/29
Vanessa Vespia 3/30

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
Your Stewardship Committee works diligently to keep the
finances of the church on track. We endeavor to balance the
income from envelope giving and investment gains against
payroll, mission giving, activity expenses, and office
expenses. This became critical in 2020 when the pandemic
shut down all houses of worship.
The generosity of our congregation, however, would stand up to the test. Envelope giving through the
pandemic made a remarkable recovery to levels approaching 90%. Our members sent in their pledges using
checks through the mail and electronic giving. Many members actually increased their giving during this time.
With this economic threat looming last March, your Stewardship Committee applied for a payroll protection
loan of $47,000. This loan application through Greenwood Credit Union was approved. The money had to be
used for on going expenses such as electricity, heat, and a promise to keep
personnel working and alleviate the burden on state unemployment insurance. We
have done just that. Church employees have been working more diligently than
ever to bring services to our congregation. We have met our expenses and are still
using cash provided by the loan to partially meet our expenses during 2021.
We were informed recently that the application to forgive our payroll protection loan has been approved. This
leaves our church with zero debt. We had kept enough cash available to pay off this loan but now that cash
has become available for us to meet payroll and expenses. At this point in time, your church is in excellent
financial health as well as debt free.
Dennis Charpentier,
For the Stewardship Committee

Perhaps my favorite pic from LAST Easter! -- slc
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CLERK’S CORNER
March has come in like a lion, with gale force winds bringing frigid
temperatures straight from the Arctic; but March is a time of change. Let’s
hope it goes out like a lamb, and spring weather is not too far away. There
are promising signs in the hardy crocuses that appeared in our garden last
week. March is also a time of change at Greenwood, with new elders and
deacons and refreshed committees, eager to add new members to help them
carry out their ministries.
Each year at its February meeting, the Session elects officers and appoints
committee members. The following officers were elected for another year.
•
•
•
•
•

Clerk, Elaine Magyar
President of the Board of Trustees, Dennis Charpentier
Vice President of the Board of Trustees, Sam Koldyk
Treasurer, Barry Baxter
Financial Secretary, Emmy Kmet

Two elders were elected to the 2021 Nominating Committee, Krissy Swanson and Wayne Meunier, and five to
the Personnel Committee, Dennis Charpentier and Emmy Kmet (co-chairs), Krissy Swanson, Wayne Meunier,
and Evelyn Murray.
Alongside the Pastor and other staff members, the Session committees carry out the work of the church. Each
elder usually serves on one committee, but since they have been meeting remotely at different times during
this pandemic year, this time some elders have generously volunteered to serve on more than one committee.
Much of their work goes on behind the scenes, which I am afraid we too often take for granted. Of course
there will be lector on Sunday, the lights and heat will be on, a Sunday School lesson will be taught, and so
much more. This year’s assignments and a brief description of the duties of each committee are listed below
in alphabetical order. Perhaps you will see a place where you might like to get involved.
BUILDING AND GROUNDS: Wayne Meunier (chair), Kevin Golde
This committee works with sexton John Pickup to keep the building and grounds in top condition by way of short-term and long-term
projects. Many projects are done by members of the committee. In other cases they do the research to hire professionals to complete
specific tasks. They organize all-church work days twice a year. Even if you are not able to commit to joining the committee, maybe you
can help on one of these Saturdays.
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: Krissy Swanson (chair), Matt Majeika, and Kevin Golde.
Director of Family Ministries Virginia Jacobs and Matt, wearing his Director of Young Adult Ministries hat, also serve on this committee.
It is responsible for all of the Christian Education activities including Sunday School for children and adults, other Bible study groups,
King’s Kids and 29Eleven youth fellowship groups, Vacation Bible School, and when things return to normal, Child Care, Children’s
Church, Parents Night Out, and Wednesday evening dinners! Right now Adult Education is a combined Zoom / in person class 8:30
AM. each Sunday organized by Kevin GoldeChristian Ed also oversees the church library, managed by a separate team led by Emmy
Kmet and assisted by Marcia Camilleri Camp.
MEMBER CARE: Denise Mair (chair), Evelyn Murray, and Beth Fish
A major objective for this committee is to bring together the members of the congregation in every way possible. Over the last year
they have worked overtime making calls, sending cards, and safe visits when possible. When they are aware of needs like a ride to
church or a doctor’s appointment, they are ready to arrange transportation. Pre-and post-pandemic, they organize all-church events
like potluck luncheons, the annual picnic, and receptions of various sorts.
MISSION COMMITTEE: Sam Koldyk (Chair), Marcia Camilleri Camp, Emmy Kmet and Kevin Golde
This Committee has the responsibility of recommending to the Session which missionaries and agencies will receive the funds you all
so generously contribute, writing notes to keep in touch and offering encouragement and prayers for our supported missionaries, their
work, and hosting visits when these mission workers are in the area.
STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE: Dennis Charpentier (Chair) and Emmy Kmet.
This committee is responsible for all of the financial matters of the church. They develop the budget, the annual stewardship
campaign, keep track of income and expenses, and manage investments.
WORSHIP COMMITTEE: Donald Sorgel (chair), Beth Fish, and Wayne Meunier
This Committee is responsible for those aspects of the church ministry related to worship like making sure there are lectors, acolytes,
ushers, greeters, and communion servers as needed. They also work with the Pastor and Director of Music to plan the overall worship
and music ministry of the church.
It is important for everyone to realize that the elders on these committees cannot do all this
work alone. They are assisted by other members of the congregation who have
volunteered to share their time and talents in this way. But more help is needed. Serving
on one of these committees is a wonderful way to get to know some of your fellow church
members better and to make an important contribution to the church. If you are willing to
volunteer in this way or just want more information, please contact one of the elders on the
committee or call the church office and Carol can pass the information along to the chair of
the committee you specify. I know all committees are eager to add new members to their
fold to be able to carry out their ministries even better.
Looking forward to spring!
Elaine Magyar, Clerk of Session
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Two more of the several notes of thanks received by the Board of Deacons for December gifts!

