OUR MISSION
The Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian, seeks to have a three-fold ministry in
obedience to our Lord’s Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20):
“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations ...” We seek to bring men and
women, boys and girls of all nationalities into a vital relationship with the Son of God.
“... baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit...” We seek to bring men and women, boys and girls into a vital relationship with
the family of God.
“... teaching them to observe all I have commanded you ...” We seek to bring men
and women, boys and girls into a vital relationship with the Word of God.
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TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD SUNDAY
Morning Worship – 9:30 a.m.
February 14, 2021
Silent prayer for use in preparation for worship:
O God, Who before the passion of Your only begotten Son revealed His
glory upon the holy mountain: Grant to us that we, beholding by faith
the light of His countenance, may be strengthened to bear our cross,
and be changed into the likeness from glory to glory, through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever, Amen.
From the Episcopal Book of Common Prayer for Transfiguration Sunday
PRELUDE

Allein Gott in der Höh sei Ehr
(All Glory Be to God on High)

J. S. Bach

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
arr. Marilynn Ham
Handbell Choir
Olivia Black, Conducting; Alexandra Nichols, Piano
*CALL TO WORSHIP (adapted from Isaiah 57:15, Hebrews 10:22)
Thus says the high and lofty One who inhabits eternity, whose name is
Holy: “I dwell in the high and holy place, and also with him who is of a
contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to
revive the heart of the contrite.”
THESE PROMISES, LET US DRAW NEAR TO THE THRONE OF GRACE
WITH TRUE HEARTS, IN FULL ASSURANCE OF FAITH. LET US WORSHIP GOD.

HAVING
*+HYMN

The Mighty God, the Lord

FORGIVE, O GOD, OUR SINS, AND LIFT THE SHADOW THEY INTERPOSE
BETWEEN US AND THEE. DISPEL, O FATHER OF LIGHTS, ALL CLOUDS OF
DOUBT AND THE DARKNESS OF OUR EARTHLY COURSE. MAY WE SEE THY
LIGHT IN THE FACE OF THY ONLY SON OUR SAVIOR, THAT WE MAY COME TO
KNOW THEE AS WE ARE KNOWN, AND TO LOVE THEE AS WE ARE LOVED,
THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD, AMEN.
(a prayer of John Donne, 1572-1631)

SERMON

ALWAYS ONE MORE STEP TO TAKE

SERVICE OF ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION
Mr. Moderator, speaking for the members of this congregation, I hereby
present __________ to be ordained to the office of Elder, and _________ to
be ordained to the office of Deacon.

(The Moderator asks ordination candidates the Constitutional questions)
Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge Him Lord of all and the
Head of the Church, and through Him believe in one God, Father, Son and
Holy Spirit?
Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by the
Holy Spirit, the unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the church
universal, and God’s word to you?
Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith
as expressed in the confessions of our church as authentic and reliable
expositions of what Scripture leads us to believe and do, and will you be
instructed and led by those confessions as you lead the people of God?
Will you fulfill your ministry in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority of
Scripture, and be continually guided by our Confessions?
Will you be governed by our church's polity, and will you abide by its
discipline? Will you be a friend among your colleagues in ministry, working
with them, subject to the ordering of God's word and Spirit?
Will you govern your own life to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your
neighbors, and work for the reconciliation of the world?
Do you promise to further the peace, unity and purity of the church?

To the Elder candidates: Will you be a faithful elder, watching over the people,
providing for their worship, nurture and service? Will you share in government
and discipline, serving in councils of the church, and in your ministry, will you
try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ?
To the Deacon candidates: Will you be a faithful deacon, teaching charity, urging
concern, and directing the people's help to the friendless and those in need?
In your ministry, will you try to show the love and mercy of Jesus Christ?
Mr. Moderator, _______, having been elected again to active service by the
vote of this congregation, may now be installed to office.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

To the ordained Elders or Deacons elected to serve another term:

*GLORIA PATRI

SCRIPTURE

Swing Low, Sweet Chariot

Will you pray for and seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence,
imagination and love?

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (first silently, then in unison):

SPECIAL MUSIC

*HYMN

The Gift of Love
Molli Swiatek, Soprano
II Kings 2:1-14, Mark 9:1-8

Hal Hopson

You have been called again to a position of special leadership in the church.
Do you welcome the work for which you have been chosen, and will you serve
the people with energy, intelligence, imagination and love, relying on God’s
mercy and rejoicing in his promises through Jesus Christ our Lord?

The Elder addresses the congregation: Do we, the members of the Greenwood
Community Church, Presbyterian, accept these men and women before us as
Deacons and Elders, chosen by God through the voice of this congregation, to
lead us in the way of Jesus Christ? Do we agree to encourage them, to
respect their decisions, and to follow as they guide us, serving Jesus Christ,
Who alone is head of the church? If so, please answer, “We do."

(All Ministers, Elders and Deacons present are asked to stand.)
(The Minister offers the Prayer of Ordination for each candidate:) Almighty God, in every
age You have chosen servants to speak Your word and to lead Your loyal
people. We thank You for this man/woman whom You have called to Your
service. Give him/her special gifts to do his/her special work; and fill him/her
with the Holy Spirit, so he/she may have the same mind that was in Christ
Jesus, and be a faithful disciple as long as he/she shall live, Amen.
_________, you are now a Deacon/Elder in the church and for this
congregation. Whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. Amen.
Welcome to this ministry.

(Congregation stands and pray in unison:) GOD OF GRACE, WHO CALLED US TO A
COMMON MINISTRY AS AMBASSADORS OF CHRIST, TRUSTING US WITH THE MESSAGE
OF RECONCILIATION AND SALVATION: GIVE US COURAGE AND DISCIPLINE TO FOLLOW
WHERE YOUR SERVANTS RIGHTLY LEAD US; THAT TOGETHER WE MAY DECLARE YOUR
WONDERFUL DEEDS AND SHOW YOUR LOVE TO THE WORLD; THROUGH JESUS CHRIST
OUR LORD, WHO TAUGHT US TO PRAY, “OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HEAVEN,
HALLOWED BE THY NAME. THY KINGDOM COME, THY WILL BE DONE, ON EARTH AS IT
IS IN HEAVEN. GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD AND FORGIVE US OUR
TRESPASSES, AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO TRESPASS AGAINST US. AND LEAD US
NOT INTO TEMPTATION, BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL. FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM AND
THE POWER AND THE GLORY FOREVER, AMEN.”
OFFERING
*Doxology
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost!
*Prayer of Dedication
*HYMN

O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright

*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Carillon
*(the people standing, as able)

Herbert Murrill

II Kings 2:1-14
When the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were
on their way from Gilgal. And Elijah said to Elisha, “Please stay here, for the LORD has sent
me to Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave
you.” So they went down to Bethel. And the sons of the prophets who were in Bethel came
out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that the LORD will take your master from you
today?” And he said, “Yes, I know it; hold your peace.”
Elijah said to him, “Elisha, please stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he
said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to
Jericho. The sons of the prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him,
“Do you know that the LORD will take your master from you today?” And he said, “Yes, I know
it; hold your peace.”
Then Elijah said to him, “Please stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he
said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them
went on. Fifty men of the sons of the prophets also went and stood at some distance from
them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up
and struck the water, and the water was parted to the one side and to the other, till the two of
them could go over on dry ground.
When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask what I shall do for you, before I am taken
from you.” And Elisha said, “Please let there be a double portion of your spirit on me.” And
he said, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it
shall be so for you, but if you do not see me, it shall not be so.” And as they still went on and
talked, behold, chariots of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them. And Elijah went
up by a whirlwind into heaven.
And Elisha saw it and he cried, “My father, my father! The chariots of Israel and its
horsemen!” And he saw him no more. Then he took hold of his own clothes and tore them in
two pieces. And he took up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him and went back and
stood on the bank of the Jordan.
Then he took the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him and struck the water, saying,
“Where is the LORD, the God of Elijah?” And when he had struck the water, the water was
parted to the right and to the left, and Elisha went over.

Mark 9:1-9

CCLI LICENSE #1301953

And He said to them, “Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste
death until they see the kingdom of God after it has come with power.” And after six days
Jesus took with Him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain by
themselves. There He was transfigured before them, and his clothes became radiant,
intensely white, as no one on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah
with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good that we
are here. Let us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” For he
did not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed them, and a
voice came out of the cloud, “This is my beloved Son; listen to Him.” And suddenly, looking
around, they no longer saw anyone with them but Jesus only. And as they were coming down
the mountain, He charged them to tell no one what they had seen, until the Son of Man had
risen from the dead.

GREENWOOD COMMUNITY CHURCH, PRESBYTERIAN
WARWICK, RHODE ISLAND 02886
February 14, 2021
WELCOME to all who are worshiping in our sanctuary today; welcome,
too, to all worshiping with us online! As done the past forty-six weeks, the
service will be archived and posted @ twenty minutes after the
benediction and will be available for viewing and/or downloading for at
least one week. A special word of welcome to any and all visiting with us
in person or online this morning … welcome to our fellowship!
FLOWERS TODAY are given to the glory of God by Sandy Olson in loving
memory of her husband, Ken, and in loving celebration of her entire family of 24.
THE 2021 FLOWER CALENDAR is now available in the church office, instead of
Fellowship Hall, in light of the current health restrictions. Please call (737-1230)
to sign up for dates to honor a loved one, mark a special occasion, or
commemorate the memory of a dearly departed relative or friend and, in doing
so, help beautify our sanctuary for worship. The cost is $15 per bouquet.
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN – During February and March we hold our annual
collection for the “Gifts of the Heart” kits. A donation box is on the Fellowship
Hall stage.
Items needed: 15”x28” hand towels, wash cloths, wide tooth
combs, nail clippers, (wrapped) bars of soap, (boxed) toothbrushes. Thank you
for your continued support!
WORSHIP CANCELLATION NOTIFICATION: For up to date information
regarding the potential cancellation of church activities during inclement weather,
please log on to www.wpri.com or www.turnto10.com, tune in to the
corresponding TV stations, look us up on Face Book (Greenwood Community
Church, Presbyterian) … and/or call the church office answering machine.
HELP US KEEP UP TO DATE! On the back is an INFORMATION UPDATE FORM that
was posted the past few issues of the Fishermen’s News; Please help us
update our records with your current email addresses, home phone and/or cell
phone numbers, birthdates, name changes, anniversaries, etc. On a related
note, the February issue of Fishermen’s News was mailed Friday; in the
meantime, the following members and friends are marking birthdays this coming
week: Amanda David (2/16), Helen Hausman (2/17), Kate (Dailey) Demers (2/20).
THE PICASSO QUILTERS NEED YOUR HELP ONCE AGAIN! We began making sleeping
bags for the homeless in 2010 and have so far completed and delivered
throughout Rhode Island 944 sleeping bags towards our goal of 1,000. The
families here at Greenwood have supported this project for the past eleven years
by donating some of the supplies we need to complete our sleeping bags. As
you know, we make them with used materials. Right now we need used
mattress pads, blankets, and comforters for the fillings. They can be faded,
have a rip or two, or just be things you don't intend to use again. If you have
items you can donate for this project, please leave them on the table outside the
double doors to Fellowship Hall or call Sandy Olson at (401) 647-7034 to make
other arrangements. Thank you!

