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INVITATION TO THE OBSERVANCE OF THE LENTEN DISCIPLINE 

(from the Book of Common Worship) 

“Friends in Christ, every year at the time of the Christian Passover we celebrate our redemption through the death and resurrection of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.  Lent is a time to prepare for this celebration and to renew our life in the paschal mystery.  We begin this holy 

season by acknowledging our need for repentance, and for the mercy and forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel of Jesus Christ.  
 I invite you, therefore, in the name of Christ, to observe a holy Lent by self-examination and penitence,  

by prayer and fasting, by works of love, and by reading and meditating on the Word of God.” 
Dear Members and Friends, 

Each Ash Wednesday Service of Worship these past nineteen years has opened 
with the above invitation, an invitation that will be extended again at our ASH 
WEDNESDAY SERVICE OF WORSHIP FEBRUARY 17, 7:00 P.M.  Some of you may 
remember my very first Ash Wednesday in Warwick was actually spent in Kent 
Hospital, welcoming Hannah Rae Clark as she made her entry into the human race 
(Ann and I half-jokingly considered naming her Ashley in commemoration!) while the Rev. Dr. Lloyd 
Dean so ably filled the pulpit on very short notice February 12, 1997.   

 
I find it wonderfully appropriate whenever Ash Wednesday falls so close on the heels 
of Valentine’s Day (and in 2018, it was ON Valentine’s Day!), as the season of Lent calls us 
to a season of special meditation, remembrance and reflection upon the great LOVE of 
God so vividly demonstrated in the suffering and passion of our Lord Jesus Christ.  As 
1 John 4:8 tells us, God IS love, so understanding and appreciating genuine love 
helps us better understand and appreciate the nature of God. I heartily encourage you 
to join with millions of our fellow Christians around the world and throughout the ages, 
by engaging in some form of Lenten observance, prayer and/or discipline as we 
embark on another season of prayer, sacrifice, remembrance and examination.  (FYI, a 
“Lenten Primer” put together for Adult Sunday School a few years ago is on the next page; there you will 
note the liturgical custom of some churches is imposition ashes are from the burned fronds of the previous Palm Sunday.  We will not 
be practicing imposition due to pandemic concerns; as an alternative, fronds from last year’s Palm Sunday will be made available.) 
I write this a little over two weeks after the 77th Annual Meeting of the Congregation/Corporation of the 
Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian (and our FIRST Zoom-enhanced meeting, which enabled 30-35 members 
to participate remotely, THANK YOU to all who worked so hard to adapt and prepare the logistics, especially resident technical wizard 
Matt Majeika, AND thank you to the 70+ total members who so faithfully took part!).  As I wrote in the 2020 Annual Report, 
“In your hands is the annual record of the accomplishments, news and other happenings of a unique year, reflecting that Christian 
growth, inspirational worship, financial stability, energetic ministries to all ages, visionary mission-mindedness, compassionate concern, 
mutually supportive cross-generational interaction, community engagement and all-around vitality continue undaunted and unabated at 
Greenwood into our 77th year!”  I’m delighted the Nominating Committee was able to readily secure conscientious, 
selfless and gifted candidates to fill all vacancies in office, including first-time officers (to be ordained during worship 
February 14; all but one are relatively new Greenwood members!)  Marcia Camp, Beth Fish and Kevin Golde (Elders), 
Judith Barry, Susan Reil, JoAn Shultz, Robert Whitney and William Taylor (Deacons).  WELCOME!   
As you know, no one has given clear indications as to when pandemic restrictions might be lifted; we are fast 
approaching the one year anniversary of the original “fourteen days to flatten the curve.”  As noted last issue (and 
reiterated at the Annual Meeting; see pp. 8-9 within), all things considered, Greenwood continues to adapt well as so 
many of you have been so faithful in your support, participation, patience and encouragement, as well as 
remaining generous in your giving.  THANK YOU.  I continue to encourage us to pray our government 
representatives will make wise, balanced and life-enhancing decisions, pray for all adversely affected by this 
disease and/or the subsequent quarantine measures, and pray and watch out for each other as best we are 
able.  Again, if you know of any specific personal need which the church and/or staff may be in a position to 
help alleviate, LET US KNOW.  Stay well, stay faithful, and thank you for being instruments of God’s goodness, 
love and grace by your consistent faithfulness throughout all seasons, delightful or difficult as they may be. 

Stephen L. Clark, Pastor 
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MUSIC PROGRAM 
Dear friends,  

For many years, I have opposed using the word “perform” to describe music offered in worship.  To me, the 
stark difference between a concert, focused on the artistic product of music making, and worship, focused on 
the corporate glorification of God, needs to be clearly demarcated with the use of distinct language: presenting 
music in worship, offering it before God and the congregation to glorify Him, and worshiping through music, 
both in leadership of the congregation and as an act of personal worship, witness, and praise.  

Last semester, I took a very interesting course on the history, structure, design, and 
leadership of worship.  On the subject of music ministry, the course textbook offered an 
insightful view of “performance” in relation to worship.  Slightly different than my careful 
avoidance of that verbiage, the author implored music ministers to remember that in 
worship, EVERYONE may be viewed as a performer; in this view, the congregation is 
somewhat akin to a choir, being “conducted” by the worship leaders to reach its deepest 
level of participation in worship before our true “audience” of one.  That is the goal of our 
ministry of music: providing the fullest support and inspiration to our congregational singing, the deepest 
encouragement of reverence through our instrumental music, and the clearest, most heartfelt offering of the 
Word and individual testimony through the music of our soloists and ensembles.  

Recently, one of our soloists received the affirming feedback that a piece offered in worship was “almost a 
sermon in itself.”  I smiled upon learning of this response.  It is, indeed, encouraging to hear that music 
presented in worship is well-received for its own beauty, but this is not our mission.  Each piece included in our 
services is carefully selected to contribute something to our worship; an expression of praise, a presentation of 
the Word, a spiritual encouragement, or another function.  The artistic beauty, musical structure, and aesthetic 
qualities of these pieces are all carefully considered, and the preparation of our musicians is intensive and 
thorough; however, this is only to best reach our true goal of heartfelt corporate worship.  Speaking for all who 
participate in our music ministry, we do our best to offer our own most authentic worship through music each 
Sunday, and our prayer is that we might facilitate the same for those in the pews.  

Our full choir is normally a key player in this mission; we haven’t been able to assume our role in worship 
during the pandemic, but we are turning to digital assistance to partially fill this void with our first virtual choir 
project.  Over the last month, our choir members came into the church to be recorded individually, and thanks 
to some digital magic, will be mixed together to offer the full sound (and sight!) of our choir for the first time 
since March.  We recorded the beautiful “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring” by J.S. Bach, and are so excited to 
share the results with the congregation!  Olivia and I have worked on the audio editing; Jennifer and Jessy 
Jacobs are now going to edit the videos, and we will hopefully have the final product available within the next 
few weeks. This is still far from the full music program we so greatly miss, but at least affords our choir 
members the opportunity to continue their offering of the Word to our congregation through beautiful choral 
music. 

Our Handbell Choir continues to hold 
rehearsals periodically on Saturday afternoons, 
preparing lovely prelude selections to ring in 
worship, and our Youth Choir has also been 
working on a virtual choir project combining 
“God Is So Good” with a song in Swahili, in 
addition to their weekly music lessons. As we 
approach the seasons of Lent and Easter, I am 
ever hopeful that all of the efforts of our music 
ministry and all the ministries of this church may 
unite our congregation in concerted praise to 
the divine audience of our loving Father.  

Blessings, 

/s/ John 

John Black, Director of Music and Choirs, 
Organist 

Alexandra Nichols, Music Associate 
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THE CLERK’S CORNER 

As Clerk of Session, from time to time I receive communications from our presbytery to share with the Session.  
In January, I found in my mailbox a note to share with all of you from General Presbyter, the Rev. Shannon 
Vance-Ocampo.  It explained that star gifts had been selected for, and were being sent to, all pastors, 
committee members, and churches in the presbytery.  What is a star gift?  That was explained in a quote from 
the Rev. Susan Foster in the journal Reformed Worship in 2009: “A star gift is simply a star-shaped piece of 
brightly colored paper with a word printed on it.  On Epiphany you receive a star and are asked to reflect on 
that word for the coming year.  You are invited to ponder what significance this word might have in your lives, 
and how God might be speaking to you through that simple message.  The Magi who traveled great distances 
to offer their gifts to the newborn Christ-child were responding to the gift first given to them.  They received 
God’s gift, then offered their gifts to God.  As we commemorate the arrival of the Magi and remember their 
offerings, we delight in this star gift reminder that symbolizes God’s generosity in our lives.” 

Next came a handwritten note, “Dear Greenwood Church – Here is your Star 
Word for 2021.  May it be a blessing to you as you are a blessing to PSNE!” 
Curious to discover what word had been chosen for us, I unfolded the shiny 
star included in the envelope.  Here it is! 

It seemed just perfect. Friendship, based on love and caring for one another, 
has bound together the Greenwood Church family since its beginning.  I 
think of all the strong friendships that have grown within our church over the 
years.  Support for families who have lost a child, parent, or spouse. 
Friendships made over coffee and dessert at a Circle meeting, or through a 
bowling team, youth fellowship meeting, Bible study, or just a conversation 
after worship.  I can’t possibly name them all.  Let me suggest that this year 
in our Circle meetings, Bible studies, committees, youth groups, and even as 
individuals we indeed “ponder what significance this word might have in [our] lives, and how God might be 
speaking to [us] through that simple message.” Let’s reflect on what friendship means, how it holds us 
together, and how we can broaden its reach and bring us all closer together.   

The past year has been challenging for all.  We are fortunate that we have the 
technology to worship, to join in hymn sings, and even Bible study and meetings 
from afar.  But we need to keep trying even harder to reach out in more personal 
ways to all our church family to remind them that their friends are thinking of them, 
even if we can’t physically sit and chat over a cup of coffee.  Next time you are 
feeling a little lonely or have a few extra minutes to share, why not pick up your 
church directory and call someone you haven’t seen or talked to in a while?  There 
is always something special about hearing a familiar voice, especially if it just 
brings a friendly greeting.  Friendship is like growing a garden.  You can neglect it 
for a short while and your plants will survive, but not for too long.  Give them some 
needed attention and they will flourish and bloom.  

In other news from the Session, on a closely related topic, welcome to our newest 
members.  At the December meeting, the Session accepted the affirmative 
answers to the questions posed to all candidates for membership and voted to 
accept as new members Gwendolyn and Frederick Anderson and Carolyn 
Girard.  They will be formally welcomed during a worship service when we are all 
finally back together again. Actually, Gwen is rejoining Greenwood Community 
Church.  Gwen Randall then, she was active in the youth fellowship and was 
baptized and confirmed as a member of Greenwood Church on March 29, 1953.  

Elaine Magyar, Clerk of Session 
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Thank you MEMBER CARE COMMITTEE for recently sending this … if you didn’t receive one, please let us know!   

-5- 

 



29ELEVEN YOUTH MINISTRIES 
 
What a world to be in today! When we hear one “truth” coming from one direction, 
and another “truth” coming from the other, we find this to be a difficult obstacle to 
overcome. Between the news, social media, and the influence of everyone else’s 
opinion, the voice of God can be drowned out. 

Our Sunday School studies have continued through the Gospel of Luke, and what an 
eye-opening experience it has been!  Even Christ warns us in Luke 12:51-53, “Do you 
think that I have come to give peace on earth?  No, I tell you, but rather division. For from now on in one 
house there will be five divided, three against two and two again three. They will be divided, father 
against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-
law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”  In a world where even families – our sacred 
place – will be divided, we must rest in contentment, knowing that our walk with Christ leads to eternal peace. 
Watching a nation divided amongst itself, and at times even a church divided amongst itself, we continue to 
encourage these young people to hold fast to the promises of God: “And he who was seated on the throne said, ‘Behold, 
I am making all things new.’ Also he said, ‘Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.’ And he said to me, ‘It is done!  I 
am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment. 
The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son.’” (Revelation 21:5-7) 

We have kicked off this year with some forms of gathering that are familiar to 
us, and it has been a breath of fresh air for our group.  We still maintain our 
monthly Family Dinner – it’s refreshing to share stories and laugh with one 
another over a meal. We finished our Apologetics series, and we are kicking off 
our series on Worship. Society constantly advertises that it’s all about us.  This 
Worship series will be a joyous reminder that we do not worship ourselves, but 
an awe-inspiring God.  Let’s follow David’s example of worship towards our 
God: “There is none like you among the gods, O Lord, nor are there any works like yours. All the 
nations you have made shall come and worship before you, O Lord, and shall glorify your name. 
For you are great and do wondrous things; you alone are God. Teach me your way, O LORD, 
that I may walk in your truth; unite my heart to fear your name. I give thanks to you, O Lord my 
God, with my whole heart, and I will glorify your name forever. For great is your steadfast love 
toward me; you have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol.” (Psalm 86:8-13) 

Things are constantly and rapidly changing around us.  Let’s rest in comfort 
knowing that God is our rock – unchanging and forever. 

In Christ, 

Matt Majeika 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Majeika Sunrise” at Conimicut, and pictures from BUILDING AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE’S restroom major 
renovation underway near back door entrance, and repair/repainting of leak damage in the sanctuary: 
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MISSION COMMITTEE 

“You shall be called repairers of the breach – Isaiah 58:12   Around the world, millions of people lack 
access to sustainable food sources, clean water, sanitation, education, and opportunity.  Received during the 
season of Lent (February 21 – March 28), ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING (OGHS) is the single largest way that 
Presbyterians come together every year to build God’s household and welcome our neighbors-in-need around 
the world by providing relief from natural disasters, food for the hungry, and support for the poor and 
oppressed.  From past editions of Fishermen’s News: 

Since 1949 Presbyterians have joined with millions of other Christians to share God’s love with our 
neighbors in need around the world through the special mission offering of the One 
Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS).  This offering, traditionally collected during Lent, 
began in response to the devastation of World War II.  During a Saturday evening 
nationwide radio broadcast, Americans were asked to “give generously” to the offering 
the next morning in their churches.  A remarkable variety of national leaders and 
celebrities gave their efforts to the broadcast, and more than 75,000 churches 
responded.  This nationwide united effort by America’s Christians had an importance far 
beyond the practical goal of fundraising; this joint program strengthened the vitally 
important relief and rehabilitation work of the churches overseas, and proved to all the 
world the great power generated when Christians unite in a common cause. 

The Presbyterian Church (USA) presently uses funds received through OGHS to support disaster relief, 
refugee/immigration and development ministries throughout the world through the Presbyterian Hunger, 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and Self Development of People programs.  Contributions to One 
Great Hour of Sharing have the potential of making a huge impact on people’s lives.  Whether gifts take the 
form of immediate relief to people experiencing crisis, or partnerships with communities focused on long-
term solutions to chronic problems, contributions are a powerful, tangible witness to Christ’s healing love. 
Portions of our offering to the One Great Hour of Sharing Program are also donated to other agencies we 
support who provide relief and assistance to those in need.  Please use the One Great Hour of Sharing 
Envelope provided in your box of offering envelopes, or the special One Great Hour of Sharing pew 
envelopes for your contributions.  Please look for more OGHS information in the weekly bulletins! 

Emmy Kmet, for the Mission Committee 

Sam Koldyk, chair; Emmy Kmet, Kevin Golde, Marcia Camp, Wilma Swanson, Jonathan Farnsworth 

 

LIBRARY LINES 
 

As we begin this new year, your Greenwood Church library offers two new books to help 
with relationships. 

PRACTICING AFFIRMATION: God Centered Praise of Those Who Are Not God 
By Sam Crabtree 

It happens in marriages, parent-child relationships, friendships, 
workplaces, and churches: Communication falters, friendships 
wane, teenagers withdraw, marriages fail, and bitter rifts sever 

once-strong ties. Christian communities are no exception. Why do so many of our 
relationships suffer from alienation, indifference, and even hostility? 

Author Sam Crabtree believes that often at the heart of these breakdowns is a lack of 
affirmation.  He observes in Scripture that God grants mercy to those who refresh 
others, and in life that people tend to be influenced by those who praise them. Crabtree 
shows how a robust God-centered affirmation ratio refreshes others and honors God. 
Practicing Affirmation sounds a call to recognize and affirm the character of Christ in 
others. When done well, affirmation does not fuel pride in the person, but refreshes 
them and honors God. All who are discouraged in relationships will find wisdom and 
practical insight in this book. 

I STILL DO DEVOTIONAL, 31 Days to a Stronger Marriage, Dave Harvey 

We all want to have strong, resilient marriages, but sometimes life knocks you off 
balance, and both you and your spouse need a refresh. I Still Do Devotional by Dave 
Harvey offers a months-worth of readings to help you prepare for the ups and downs, 
both big and small, in your relationship together. 

Durable marriages are built on our responses to defining moments--those 
experiences, events, and decisions that determine (and sometimes alter) our whole 
direction. But not all of those moments are going to be big. In fact, big moments are 
actually made up of many smaller moments, and it's how we react in those every day, 
seemingly insignificant moments that determines how we'll act in the big, life-
transforming ones. 

This 31-day devotional is designed to help you and your spouse prepare for those moments. Grounded in 
Scripture, each devotion includes a brief point of reflection, along with an application or a prayer designed to 
show you how to meet Jesus in every moment of your marriage, no matter how long you've been married.. 
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ADDENDUM TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES REPORT  (REPRINTED FROM THE 2020 ANNUAL REPORT) 
A Financial Look at 2020…Stronger Than Ever 

The year 2020 will be forever known as the year of the Covid-19 pandemic.  We will tell our children stories of a year spent in 
isolation from our loved ones, peers, and church family.  While this may be the foremost memory of this past year, let me tell you a 
story of the year from the point of view of your Stewardship/Investment Committee and your Board of Trustees. 

I was sitting in Florida in late March of 2020 when the news of the Covid-19 virus began to hit the airwaves. This meant little to me 
as I was enjoying the winter beach sand-between-my-toes in DelRay Beach.  As Covid-19 became more prominent, I received a call 
from your Treasurer, Barry Baxter.  Church attendance was dropping, contributions were dropping, many people were being laid off 
from work due to the virus and he feared a quarantine in Rhode Island was imminent.  It was a financially unsustainable situation for 
Greenwood.  Barry and I spoke of taking out a $50,000 loan from our line of credit with UBS to carry us through.  

Within days, I also received a call from my sister to discuss my mother’s failing health.  She was presently in the hospital and 
stable but would require rehabilitation if she survived the hospital stay.  Along with my mother’s failing health, there was the matter of 
the spreading virus and rumors of the closing state borders.  Pat and I packed up our RV and departed for home the next day. 

Along the way, there were conversations taking place with my mother’s caregivers and eventually a rehab facility was chosen.  
We arrived back in Rhode Island in time to transfer my mother to that rehab facility.  The very next day, all hospitals, rehab facilities, 
assisted living facilities, and nursing homes went on lockdown. After ten days my Mom went into assisted living that has a vast array of 
activities and a wonderful atmosphere that she cannot enjoy as she continues under the state’s lockdown rules. 

I know many of you hold similar stories close to your heart and have endured hardship since March of 2020 that for many of you 
continues to this day.  Unbelievably, the Greenwood Church financial story is similar but with a much better ending due to the 
generosity of its members.  It reads very much like a story of plagues and famine that God sent to test his people but as in the Bible, 
they endured and emerged stronger in body and in faith. 

Due to the pandemic, there was a run on stores for supplies and all while the stock market plunged with the frightening 
expectation of a long lockdown and a severe drop in consumer spending.  The voices of doom were getting louder and more intense by 
the day.  Barry and I continued to converse concerning the dwindling finances of the church and were about to tap our line of credit with 
UBS for that $50,000 loan rather than furlough church staff when the federal government announce the Payroll Protection Loans 
available to small businesses and non-profits.  

Instead of borrowing against our own Memorial and Endowment Fund, the government was willing to give us a loan for $47,000 to 
cover our expenses over three months as long as we kept our staff on the payroll.  This was our intention all along, so we applied for 
and received the loan at the same time most of you received your first stimulus check.  It was also promised that if we used the loan for 
its intended purpose, the loan would be forgiven.  We were delighted that we had been saved! 

John and Olivia Black began to sponsor hymn sings from their apartment to keep contact with the congregation.  They were soon 
joined by Pastor Clark and for a while there was the music of our church to hold us together.  The PC(USA) Board of Pensions gave us 
relief for three months on our payment obligations for the Pastor’s retirement and health benefits package, along with a reduced rate for 
Dental Insurance for John Pickup.  All was looking rosy for our church finances although we were all stuck in our homes. 

Then, the church was impacted by lightning.  During a violent storm, a transformer behind the church had been struck.  The 
resulting, raging electrical surge had reached the church building and blew out the organ electronics, the elevator controls, computer 
circuit boards and other electrical devices in the building. 

About this time, we used a gift from the estate of Bernie Vierstra to purchase video equipment to live-stream our services to a now 
quarantined congregation via their phones, laptops, and home computers.  Large screen TVs were purchased for the 29Eleven room, 
Fellowship Hall and the church parlor in the hopes of eventually giving access to small groups to view Sunday services in the church 
building while socially distanced.  A group of volunteer workers assembled one weekend to install the extensive wiring and equipment.  
The lightning strike was why John Black played only the piano during our first live streams. 

To our delight, the generosity of the congregation had adapted to not being present at Sunday services, at least in terms of their 
giving.  Contributions arrived by mail, automated deposit, and electronic giving.  The level of support continued at a pace of over 90% 
of the pre-pandemic rate.  This allowed us to use a large chunk of the Payroll Protection loan to have the organ and elevator fixed 
immediately as we awaited the dispute to be settled over who was going to cover the cost of the lightning strike.  That was eventually 
settled in full, less our $1,000 deductible.  The overall cost was close to $55,000.  Your Session also directed $10,000 to the Board of 
Deacons to assist our church members in need and the local community food bank. 

Many, many projects have been completed during this year by your Buildings and Grounds Committee using capital improvement 
funds and funds from the 75th Anniversary Capital Campaign.  Replacing tiles, removing trees, cleaning church equipment, raking the 
grounds were but a few of the day-to-day tasks that continued during this time.  A project to repair and repaint the façade of the church, 
and frame in the chancel pit along with moving the organ were accomplished.  Maintenance work on our heating system, work by T-
Mobile on its equipment in the steeple, repair to a roof leak connected to that work, and a repainting of the ceiling tiles stained from that 
leak are but a few of the many projects completed by John Pickup, Wayne Meunier, and the Building and Grounds volunteers. 

The Covid-19 virus and Mother Nature have combined to test our resolve as a church.  They have attempted to keep us apart and 
to silence us, but we will not be silenced.  We are emerging from this better than ever. We have money to carry over from our Payroll 
Protection Loan to cover our expenses all the while withdrawing less than we have in many years from our Memorial and Endowment 
Fund Market Gain balance.  We now can stream our services to those out-of-town, shut in their homes, or otherwise unable to attend 
the live service on Sunday. The television screens in the 29Eleven room, the church parlor and Fellowship Hall are 75”, 55” and 55” 
respectively.  The 29Eleven fellowship is meeting again in person, as is our Sunday School and the King’s Kids, all while observing 
hygienic protocols.  The church building is more structurally sound than ever, and its congregation is more generous, stronger in their 
faith, more confident in their fellowship, and more believing in their God. 

So, as we continue to deal with this pandemic by standing in line for immunizations, continuing to wear our masks, and ever so 
slowly beginning to return to our lives; believe that you, we, us, your church, your Pastor, your Session, the Deacons, the Presbyterian 
Women, and all the various committees, and your church staff …all that make us what we are; are still standing tall.  We’re still here. 
/s/ Dennis Charpentier 
President, Board of Trustees 
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ADDITIONAL ANNUAL MEETING COMMENTS FROM THE TREASURER 

(Editor’s note:  these were given during the Annual Meeting; I requested his permission to reprint them here) 

COMMENTS ON MAINTAINING CONNECTIONS WITH OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
One of the biggest issues impacting our church and our community is the limited interaction between individuals due to the restrictions 
we need to follow in order to protect ourselves and others from the virus.  Limited interaction results in less communication which 
leaves people feeling left out and maybe even not important.  This is an area we all need to step up to, and make the extra effort to 
reestablish the connectiveness that our church is famous for.  How much extra effort should each of us be making?  A good question.  
For a possible answer I would suggest that you ask a few teachers how much extra effort and time they are taking to educate the 
children of our community.  Teachers are not the only ones having to address issues in their jobs because of the virus, but they are 
being asked to do their jobs in a totally different way. 
The recent Fishermen’s News, which I personally think is one of the better issues of the Fishermen’s News, is an example of the 
challenges of our time.  In the effort to include as much information as possible for the congregation, the deadline for the actual issuing 
of the church newsletter kept sliding as input kept coming in from members of the congregation 

COMMENTS ON PROVIDING A SAFE ENVIRONMENT FOR ATTENDING CHURCH. 
In reality everyone has their own criteria for protecting themselves their family and others based on their own unique situations. 
Questions have been raised about how we conduct our in-house church services.  The Session was never presumptuous enough to 
think we could create an environment that would deal with all potential issues and personal expectations.  Our goal was to create an 
environment so that some members would feel comfortable in attending a church service.  Typically, forty to fifty people are now 
comfortable attending our services.  Questions have been raised about the safety of the pastor coming down from the chancel to the 
floor of the sanctuary on occasion, yet there are church members who regularly sit in the front row which emphasizes the fact that 
safety is perceived differently by different individuals.  The Session continues to review our procedures and address shortcomings in 
the procedures or individuals conduct.   
From a personal standpoint, I have a hard time trying to define exactly what the correct procedures should be for providing a safe 
environment in our church when both the governor of our state and our newly elected president both state guidelines for how we can 
effectively deal with preventing the spread of the virus, and yet appear on television not following their own guidelines  
In addition to providing hand sanitizing stations throughout the church as well as sanitary wipes and masks, the active areas of the 
church are fogged with a sanitizing solution.  Areas of the church frequently used, such as stairways and bathrooms, are regularly 
fogged.  Other areas, such as Fellowship Hall and the sanctuary, are fogged based on the frequency of activity.  While our sexton is 
aware of other regular activities conducted in the church, it is important if anyone is utilizing the any part of the church building that they 
inform the sexton when these activities will occur so he can take proper action to help ensure a safe environment.  Regular fogging of 
the entire church building is not practical as the solution used, while effective almost immediately, is only effective for a limited time. 
M. Barry Baxter, Treasurer 
 

  
   
 
 

MARCH FEBRUARY 
Karsten Dietz 3-01 Sherry Phillips 2-01 
Robert Gungle 3-03 Kevin Golde 2-02 
Linda Gungle 3-03 Donald Baker 2-02 
Marc Cobb 3-05 Abigail Porcaro 2-04 

Jeffrey Devolve 3-05 Patricia Charpentier 2-05 
Gregory Harrop 3-05 Darlene Manson 2-05 

Amy Donilon 3-06 Cathy Schobel 2-07 
Jill Dickson 3-07 Fred Fairbairn Summers 2-08 

David Tanner, Sr. 3-07 Richard Arling 2-11 
Robert Soave 3-09 Hannah Clark 2-12 

Jay David 3-10 Jay Martins 2-12 
Jillian Jacobs 3-10 Deb Burrows 2-13 

Lois-Belle Crankshaw 3-11 Andrea Souza 2-13 
Joan-Sandra McKnight 3-11 Amanda David 2-16 

Kaitlyn Richardson 3-12 Helen Hausman 2-17 
Millicent Budlong 3-12 Katie Demers 2-20 

Megan David 3-14 Elaine Magyar 2-21 
Martha Sommer 3-17 Nicholas Cobb 2-25 
Raymond Greco 3-17 Mandy-Lynn Phillips 2-27 

Janice Black 3-18 
Matthew Rothermel 3-18 

Sarah Kaplan 3-19 
Zackery Snowman 3-21 

Jean Brown 3-24 
Chloe Pickup 3-25 

Wilma Swanson  3-26 
Jeffrey Hebert 3-27 
Corrie Majeika 3-29 

Chandler Budlong-Springer 3-29 
Vanessa Vespia 3-30 
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~~~ NOTES SENT/RECEIVED ~~~ 
(Editor’s note: This first lengthy note was sent to the Deacons in December; I had hoped to include it in the last FN as it contains items 

of interest for all, but there was no room.  Again, I regret we may not have all the notes received over the past six weeks, but one 
special note I know was regrettably misplaced last time appears below. Notes may be slightly edited for privacy reasons.) 

Merry Christmas! 
I have many happy memories of Christmas events at Greenwood 
Church.  The singing, concerts, women’s dinners, the bazaars 
where I bought most of my Christmas gifs are all sweet memories. 
In Christian love, 
Jerianne (Berman) 

Dear Friends, 
Thank you so much for all your prayers, cards and calls while I am 
recovering.  I appreciate hearing from all of you.  Thank you also 
for the lovely Christmas carol sing at my front door.  It was such fun 
to sing along with all of you.  Also, many thanks for the lovely 
flowers Mr. Meunier brought to me last Sunday.   
Love to you all.   
Sue Stock 

 
Dear Pastor Clark, 
My parents shared with us the write-up you 
made for the December church newsletter.  
Thank you for the kind words!  We’re back in 
St. Louis now, but I recently accepted a 
summer position at a firm in Boston.  Who 
knows whether it’ll be remote this year, but 
either way, we’ll be back in Boston for good 
by next fall (2022).  We hope to come down to 
Greenwood at some point.  Best wishes for 
weathering the rest of a Rhode Island winter! 
Agapé, 
Sean & Emanuela Quigley  
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Dear Pastor Clark, 
I am writing you to let you know that Fred and I would like to 
become members of Greenwood Church.  We have enjoyed the 
hymn sings and Sunday Services on Facebook and Zoom.  Your 
sermons speak to us.  My children do not want us out, because I 
have [certain medical concerns].  They have been doing everything 
for us, but we do need to get out.  I speak to Evelyn Murray and 
Sandy Olson by phone regularly and they have been such a help to 
me.  Evelyn said to me a few weeks ago, “Gwen, you’re back home 
again”.  If you have some time to speak with me I would love that. 
Thank you,  
Gwen (and Fred) Anderson  

Dear Pastor Clark, 
Just a note to let you know how much your sermons mean to us.  
We can’t wait until we can be there in person.  The recent sermon 
encouraging people to invite others to attend worship has been a 
part of Greenwood since the beginning.  I was one who 
experienced it when Mrs. Powell invited me and my cousins to 
Sunday School; also when Pastor Sundlund and Lydia Bragger 
invited me to Westminster Fellowship.  It became the example and 
inspiring force for me as I served 57 years at Emanual Lutheran.  
Also, your sermon on The Baptism of our Lord Sunday [reminded 
me of] my baptism at 13 years old, which was to play a life long 
remembrance.  The Holy Spirit came to me and was my guide 
throughout my life.  Thank you.  I would like to dedicate the chancel 
flowers Sunday March 21, 2021 to celebrate my baptism at 
Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian 68 years ago. 

And from two of our newest members (see Clerk’s Corner, Page 4) 

Thank you,  
Gwen Anderson 
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Two of several notes of thanks received by the Board of Deacons for December gifts … see page 10! 

 


	805 Main Avenue; Warwick, Rhode Island

