


FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
BAPTISM OF THE LORD
Morning Worship —9:30 a.m.
January 10, 2021

Silent prayer for use in preparation for worship:

Holy Spirit of God, Thou art light unto Thine own; evermore enlighten us.
Thou art the fire of love; evermore kindle us. Thou art Lord and giver of
life; evermore live in us. Thou bestowest the fullness of divine grace;
evermore replenish us. As the wind, so forward our goings. As the dove, so
launch us heavenward. As water, so cleanse and purify our spirits. As a
cloud, so abate our temptations. As dew, so revive our languor.

As fire, so purge out our dross and cleanse us. Amen.

To the Holy Spirit, a prayer of Christina Rossetti (1830-1894)
PRELUDE Prelude on Puer Nobis Nascitur
How Firm a Foundation

*CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 29)

Ascribe to the Lord, O mighty ones, ascribe to the Lord glory and
strength.

ASCRIBE TO THE LORD THE GLORY DUE HIS NAME; WORSHIP THE LORD WITH
THE SPLENDOR OF HOLINESS.

The voice of the Lord is over the waters; the God of glory thunders, the
Lord thunders over the mighty waters.

THE VOICE OF THE LORD IS POWERFUL; THE VOICE OF THE LORD IS MAJESTIC.

The Lord sits enthroned over the flood; the Lord is enthroned as king
forever.

THE LORD GIVES STRENGTH TO HIS PEOPLE; THE LORD BLESSES HIS PEOPLE
WITH PEACE.

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

Healy Willan
arr. Marilynn Ham

*HYMN Shine Thou Upon Us, Lord

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (first silently, then in unison):

O GoD OF ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB, FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS
CHRIST, YOU MADE THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH. YOU RULE SUPREME OVER
ALL. IN GRACE AND LOVE YOU HAVE MADE YOURSELF KNOWN, THAT WE MIGHT
KNOW YOU. MERCIFULLY FORGIVE OUR SINS AND WASH US THOROUGHLY.
GUIDE US IN YOUR PATH AND STRENGTHEN US TO FOLLOW YOU EACH DAY.
THROUGH OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND IN THE HOLY SPIRIT'S POWER, MAY
WE COME TO KNOW YOU MORE AND MORE, YOU WHO ALONE ARE GOD, AMEN.

(A prayer of Irenaeus of Lyons, 2 century A.D.)

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (responsively, from Jeremiah 31)

“The time is coming,” declares the Lord, “when | will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah.”

“THIS IS THE COVENANT | WILL MAKE WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AFTER
THAT TIME,” DECLARES THE LORD. “l WILL PUT MY LAW IN THEIR
MINDS AND WRITE IT ON THEIR HEARTS. | WILL BE THEIR GOD,
AND THEY WILL BE MY PEOPLE.”

“For | will forgive their wickedness and remember their sins no
more.”

IN JESUS CHRIST, WE ARE FORGIVEN. AMEN.
*GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC The People That Walked in Darkness G.F. Handel
Stephen Parkinson, Baritone
SCRIPTURE READINGS Mark 1:4-11
| Peter 3:13-22
A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN
*HYMN Baptized into Your Name Most Holy (stanzas 1-4)

SERMON BAPTISMAL AFFIRMATION

*RE-AFFIRMATION OF THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS
The Lord’s Prayer

OFFERING

*Doxology
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost!

*Prayer of Dedication
*HYMN Children of the Heavenly Father

*BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE Allegro Maestoso F. Mendelssohn

from Sonata in B-Flat Major



Shine Thou upon Us, Lord

Preach the Word. 2 Tim. 4:2
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Mark 1:4-11

And so John appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. The whole Judean
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him.
Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan
River. John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt
around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. And this was
his message: “After me will come one more powerful than I, the
thongs of whose sandals | am not worthy to stoop down and untie. |
baptize you in water, but he will baptize you in the Holy Spirit.”

At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized
by John in the Jordan. Just as Jesus was coming up out of the
water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on
him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son,
Whom | love; in You | am well pleased.”

| Perer 5:1%-22

Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is right?
But even if you do suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be
blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your hearts
reverence Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to make a defense to
any one who calls you to account for the hope that is in you, yet do it
with gentleness and reverence; and keep your conscience clear, so
that, when you are abused, those who revile your good behavior in
Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing right,
if that should be God’s will, than for doing wrong.

For Christ also died for sins once for all, the righteous for the
unrighteous, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the
flesh but made alive in the Spirit; in which He went and preached to
the spirits in prison, who formerly did not obey, when God'’s patience
waited in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a
few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. Baptism,
which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt
from the body but as an appeal to God for a clear conscience,
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, Who has gone into heaven
and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers
subject to Him.



‘ Baptized into Your Name Most Holy

We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that ... we too
may live a new life. Rom, 6:4
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REAFFIRMATION OF THE
BAPTISMAL COVENANT

Do we renounce the forces of evil, and all their powers in the world,
which defy God's righteousness and love?

WE RENOUNCE THEM.

Do we renounce the ways of sin that threaten to separate us from
the love of God?

WE RENOUNCE THEM.

Do we turn to Jesus Christ and confess Him anew as our risen Lord
and Savior?

WE DO.

Do we intend to be Christ’s faithful disciples, obeying His word, and
showing His love, to our life’'s end?

WE DO.

Let us, then, affirm what we believe:

| BELIEVE IN GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY, MAKER OF HEAVEN AND EARTH,
AND IN JESUS CHRIST HIS ONLY SON OUR LORD;

WHO WAS CONCEIVED BY THE HOLY GHOST, BORN OF THE VIRGIN MARY,
SUFFERED UNDER PONTIUS PILATE, WAS CRUCIFIED, DEAD, AND BURIED.
HE DESCENDED INTO HELL.

THE THIRD DAY HE ROSE AGAIN FROM THE DEAD; HE ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN, AND
SITTETH ON THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY;

FROM THENCE HE SHALL COME TO JUDGE THE QUICK AND THE DEAD.
| BELIEVE IN THE HOLY GHOST, THE HOLY CATHOLIC CHURCH,

THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS, THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS;

THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY; AND THE LIFE EVERLASTING. AMEN.

STANZAS 5 AND 6 OF “BAPTIZED INTO YOUR NAME MOST HoLY"

Yes, all | am and love most dearly | offer now, O Lord, to You.
Oh, let me take my vows sincerely, and what | say, help me to do
Let naught within me, naught | own, serve any will but Yours alone

And never let my purpose falter, O Father, Son and Holy Ghost,
But keep me faithful to Your altar, ‘til You shall call me from my post.
So unto You | live and die and praise You evermore on high.



Children of the Heavenly Father

As a father has compassion on his children, so the LorD has compassion on those
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Carolina V. Sandell Berg, ca. 1855
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5. Though he giveth or he taketh,
God his children ne'er forsaketh;
his the loving purpose solely
to preserve them pure and holy.

6. More secure is no one ever
than the loved ones of the Savior;
not yon star on high abiding
nor the bird in home-nest hiding.
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GREENWOOD COMMUNITY CHURCH, PRESBYTERIAN
805 MAIN AVENUE
WARWICK, RHODE ISLAND 02886
January 10, 2021

WELCOME to all who are worshiping in our sanctuary today; welcome,
too, to all worshiping with us online! As done the past forty-one weeks,
the service will be archived and posted @ twenty minutes after the
benediction and will be available for viewing and/or downloading for at
least one week. A special word of welcome to any and all visiting with us
in person or online this morning ... welcome to our fellowship!

THE 2021 FLOWER CALENDAR is now available in the church office, instead of
Fellowship Hall, in light of the current health restrictions. Please call (737-1230)
to sign up for dates to honor a loved one, mark an occasion, or commemorate
the memory of a dearly departed relative or friend. Cost: $15 per bouquet.

FLOWERS TODAY are given to the glory of God by the Fairbairn family in loving
memory of “Nana,” Artena Wall.

2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES ARE AVAILABLE TO PICK UP IN FELLOWSHIP HALL. The
box includes the annual envelope for the denominational Per Capita offering; the
2021 per capita recommendation in the Presbytery of Southern New England
is $50.08 per individual church member, of which $8.98 is designated for the
General Assembly of the PC(USA), $4.10 for the Synod of the Northeast, and
$37.00 for the Presbytery of Southern New England.

MISSION COMMITTEE: Perspectives on the World Christian Movement will be
offered via Zoom Thursday evenings 6:30-9:30 pm, January 21 - April 29. This
brings their amazing instructors from all around the country to you in the comfort
of your own home! The class remains interactive and compelling. The cost is
$225; the Mission Committee will reimburse you 50%. To learn more, go to
www.perspectives.com, click on "Find A Class Near You", and choose Rhode Island

WORSHIP CANCELLATION NOTIFICATION: For up to date information
regarding the potential cancellation of church activities during inclement weather,
please log on to www.wpri.com or www.turntol0.com, tune in to the
corresponding TV stations, look us up on Face Book (Greenwood Community
Church, Presbyterian) ... and/or call the church office answering machine.

CALL TO ANNUAL MEETING —

In accordance with the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the
bylaws of our congregation, a call is issued for the 77" Annual Meeting of
the Congregation & Corporation of the Greenwood Community Church,
Presbyterian of Warwick, Rhode Island, to be held in the church edifice
during the Service of Worship which begins 9:30 A.M. January 24, 2021, to
elect elders and deacons to fill the vacancies in office, to review reports and
to transact all such business as may come before the congregation
/corporation. By order of the Session, D. Elaine Magyar, Clerk; and the
Board of Trustees, Dennis Charpentier, President.



http://www.perspectives.com/
mailto:tives.com.%20Click%20on%20%22Find%20A%20class%20Near%20You%22%20at%20the%20bottom%20of%20the%20page.%20Choose%20Rhode%20Island.%20You%20can%20also%20reach%20mission%20chair%20samkoldyk@cox.net%20for%20more%20information.
http://www.wpri.com/
http://www.turnto10.com/

THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD

The Gospel accounts assert that the baptism of John was
for sinners. However, a fundamental tenet of the Christian
faith is that Jesus was not a sinner. John’s baptism
represented repentance for the forgiveness of sin. Being
without sin, Jesus could neither repent nor receive
forgiveness of sins. The baptism of John was also to
“prepare the way for the Lord.” However, Jesus did not need
preparation for receiving Himself.

So why was Jesus baptized? The unwillingness of John the Baptist to
baptize Jesus (as recorded by Matthew) indicates he was puzzled by this as
well. Jesus replied to John's protest by saying, “Let it be so now, it is proper for us
to do this to fuffill all righteousness.” Then John consented. What does Jesus’
somewhat cryptic answer mean? One possible explanation follows:

Deuteronomy 6:25 tells us that “righteousness” involves obedience to the law
of God. What Jesus seems to be saying is that He was submitting to
baptism in order to obey the Old Testament law. Christ underwent the law of
circumcision (Lev. 12:3 and Luke 2:21); He was presented in the temple (Luke
2:22-23); He went to the Passover (Exodus 34:23 and Luke 2:42); He observed
the Jewish feasts commanded by the law (Mark 14:12, Luke 22:3, John 17:10); but
what law was He obeying at His baptism?

Some scholars believe the Old Testament law Jesus was obeying by His
baptism is found in Numbers 8:6-7. “Take the Levites ... and cleanse them. Thus
shall you do to them to cleanse them: sprinkle water ... upon them.” Who were the
Levites? They were the priests in the Old Testament. The New Testament
asserts that Jesus was (and is!) a priest; in fact, He is the ultimate High Priest
for all time (Heb. 3:1; 4:14; 5:5; 9:11). It is quite possible that Jesus’ baptism was
the ceremonially prescribed act of His ordination to the high priesthood.

Although John didn't fully understand it at the time, it seems he administered
to Jesus the sacramental rite that would formally set Him apart as a priest
and a minister of holy things. According to the Law, three things were
required before any man could become a priest: First, he must be thirty
years of age (Numbers 4:3, 47; Luke 3:23 explicitly makes the point that Jesus was thirty
years old at His baptism). Second, he must be sprinkled with water by one
already a priest (John qualified as a priest, inheriting the office from his father Zechariah,
Ex. 29:9; Num. 25:13; Luke 1.5, 13). Third, he must be called of God as was
Aaron, the first high priest (Ex. 28:1, Heb. 5:4-10).

Jesus knew His calling. He waited until he was thirty years of age and then
came to John to “fuffill all righteousness,” that is, to meet the last demand of the
Old Testament law for a priest before He began his public ministry. Just in
case there was any question, God emphatically and vocally reiterates
Christ's call to the highest priesthood so that all present might hear.

(Adapted from pp. 17-18, The Meaning and Mode of Baptism, J. Adams, PR publishing, c. 1975)
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From All the Plants of the Bible, W. Walker, pp.120-121, Harper & Bros., NY, NY c. 1957
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