GREENWOOD COMMUNITY CHURCH, PRESBYTERIAN
THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Morning Worship – 9:30 a.m.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (responsively)

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God sent the Son into the world not to
condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.

December 20, 2020

IN JESUS CHRIST, WE ARE FORGIVEN. AMEN.

Silent prayer for use in preparation for worship:

*GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, amen.

Purify our hearts, O Lord, and fit us for Thy dwelling place. As we
prepare for Thy coming, let us never fail to find room for Thee. Thy
Son was born into this world for our salvation, and now lives and
reigns King of kings and Lord of lords. Come and abide with us, that
through Him we may also abide with Thee. Amen

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

A prayer of William Temple (1881-1944), Archbishop of Canterbury

NEW TESTAMENT

PRELUDE

The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came
John Black, Organ
Of the Father’s Love Begotten
Alexandra Nichols, Violin

OLD TESTAMENT

John 3:16-17

arr. Hal Hopsen
arr. Melissa Reed

SPECIAL MUSIC
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
Molli Swiatek, Soprano; Steve Parkinson, Baritone

*HYMN

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
MARY COULD HAVE SAID “NO”

SERMON

CHORAL AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

Micah 5:2-5

LOVE DIVINE, ALL LOVES EXCELLING (Stanzas 1 & 4)
Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heav’n, to earth come down
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, all Thy faithful mercies crown:
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love Thou art;
Visit us with Thy salvation, enter ev’ry trembling heart.

*CALL TO WORSHIP (from Luke 1:68)
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
FOR HE HAS VISITED AND REDEEMED HIS PEOPLE!
*PRAYER OF ADORATION (in unison)
YOU ARE HOLY, O GOD OF MAJESTY, AND BLESSED IS JESUS CHRIST, YOUR
SON, OUR LORD, WHO IS MIGHTY TO SAVE. WE REJOICE THAT IN HIS COMING
YOU GUARANTEE THE PROMISE OF REDEMPTION FOR OUR SOULS, GIVE US LIFE
FULL AND ABUNDANT, AND BLESS US WITH THE CERTAIN HOPE OF A HEAVENLY
HOME. ALL GLORY AND HONOR ARE YOURS, FATHER, SON AND HOLY SPIRIT,
ONE GOD, FOREVER AND EVER, AMEN.

Romans 16:25-27
Luke 1:26-38

Finish, then, Thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be:
Let us see Thy great salvation, perfectly restored in Thee;
Changed from glory into glory, till in heav’n we take our placed,
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, lost in wonder, love and praise.
INTERCESSORY PRAYERS
The Lord’s Prayer (trespasses)
OFFERING

*HYMN

Prepare the Way, O Zion

*Doxology
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost!

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (first silently, then in unison):
O LORD, THE HOUSE OF MY SOUL IS NARROW; ENLARGE IT, THAT YOU MIGHT
ENTER IN. IT IS RUINOUS, O REPAIR IT! IT DISPLEASES YOUR SIGHT; I CONFESS
IT, I KNOW. BUT WHO SHALL CLEANSE IT, TO WHOM SHALL I CRY BUT TO YOU?
O LORD MY GOD, GRANT ME GRACE TO DESIRE YOU WITH MY WHOLE HEART,
THAT SO DESIRING I MAY SEEK AND FIND YOU, AND SO FINDING YOU, MAY LOVE
YOU, AND LOVING YOU, MAY HATE THOSE SINS FROM WHICH YOU HAVE
REDEEMED ME, THROUGH JESUS CHRIST MY LORD, AMEN.
(Adapted from prayers of St. Augustine, @ 400 A.D, and St. Anselm, @1100 A.D.)

*Prayer of Dedication
*HYMN

Angels, from the Realms of Glory
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*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Rigaudon
*(the people standing, as able)

Andre Campra

Micah 5:2-5
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of
Judah, out of you will come for Me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose
origins are from of old, from days of eternity.”
Therefore Israel will be abandoned until the time when she who is in labor bears
a son, and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. He will stand and
shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the
LORD his God. And they will live securely, for then his greatness will reach to
the ends of the earth.
And he will be our peace.

Romans 16:25-27
Now to Him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery which was
kept secret for long ages, but is now disclosed and through the prophetic
writings is made known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal
God, to bring about the obedience of faith — to the only wise God be glory for
evermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.

Luke 1:26-38
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee
named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of
the house of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and
said, “Hail, O favored one, the Lord is with you!”
But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and considered in her mind what
sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid,
Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your
womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great, and
will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give to him the
throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob for ever;
and of his kingdom there will be no end.”
And Mary said to the angel, “How shall this be, since I am a virgin?”
And the angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called
holy, the Son of God. And behold, your kinswoman Elizabeth in her old age has
also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month with her who was called
barren. For with God nothing will be impossible.”
And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according
to your word.” And the angel departed from her.
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MARY, DID YOU KNOW?
Words and Music by Mark Lowry and Buddy Greene, 1991

Mary, did you know that your baby boy would one day walk on water?
Mary, did you know that your baby boy would save our sons and daughters?
Did you know that your baby boy has come to make you new?
This Child that you delivered will soon deliver you.
Mary, did you know that your baby boy will give sight to a blind man?
Mary, did you know that your baby boy will calm the storm with His hand?
Did you know that your baby boy has walked where angels trod;
And when you kiss your little Baby you kissed the face of God?
The blind will see, the deaf will hear, the dead will live again
The lame will leap, the dumb will speak the praises of the Lamb
Mary, did you know that your baby boy is Lord of all creation?
Mary, did you know that your baby boy would one day rule the nations?
Did you know that your baby boy is heaven's perfect Lamb?
The sleeping Child you're holding is the great “I Am."
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WELCOME to all who are worshiping in our sanctuary today; welcome,
too, to all worshiping with us online! As done these past thirty-eight
weeks, the service will be archived and posted @ twenty minutes after the
benediction and will be available for viewing and/or downloading for at
least one week. A special word of welcome to any and all visiting with us
in person or online this morning … welcome to our fellowship!
THE 2021 FLOWER CALENDAR is now ready in the church office. In light of
the current health restrictions, please call (737-1230) to sign up for dates to
honor a loved one, mark a special occasion, commemorate the memory of a
dearly departed relative or friend and also help beautify our sanctuary for
worship. We will fill out the necessary information for you! The cost is $15 per
bouquet and can be dropped in the collection plate or sent in the mail.
CHRISTMAS CAROLING: Please join us in visiting some of our shut-ins,
sharing the joy of the Christmas season through music! We plan to convene at
the church TODAY at 3:00 p.m. and will caravan in our own vehicles to homes
of church members who have been unable to attend worship recently. For
health safety considerations we will be singing outside the homes in the fresh
air, while appropriately distanced from one another and those we will be visiting.
HELP NEEDED: If you have technical and/or audio-visual expertise, we are in
need of capable volunteers to help with the recording or our worship services.
Four have stepped forward already; thank you! Also, a major THANK YOU to
technician/cameraman Matt Majeika (and his supportive family!), who implemented
and then single-handedly managed the live streaming of our worship services for
thirty-eight consecutive Sundays; today will be Sunday #39.
CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP: There will be one Service of Worship
December 24, 7:00 P.M., our traditional service of readings, carols, and special
music ending with our annual candlelight singing of “Silent Night, Holy Night.”
2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES ARE AVAILABLE TO PICK UP IN FELLOWSHIP HALL. Use of
these envelopes is greatly appreciated by our Monday morning counters! If you
would like envelopes but do not see a box with your name, please contact the
church office.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever, Amen.

