THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
Morning Worship – 9:30 a.m.
December 27, 2020
Silent prayer for use in preparation for worship:
O Lord, all treasures of wisdom and truth and holiness are stored up in
Your boundless being. Grant that through constant fellowship with You,
those graces of Christian character may more and more take shape
within me: the grace of a thankful and uncomplaining heart; the grace
to await Your timing patiently and to answer Your call promptly; the
grace of courage whether in suffering or in danger; the grace to endure
any hardship in the fight against evil; the grace of boldness to stand up
for what is right; the grace of being adequately prepared for any
temptation; the grace of physical discipline; the grace of truthfulness;
the grace to treat others as I would like them to treat me; the grace of
sensitivity, that I may refrain from hasty judgment; the grace of silence,
that I may refrain from thoughtless speech; the grace of forgiveness
toward all who have wronged me; the grace of tenderness toward all
who are weaker than myself; the grace of faithfulness in continuing to
desire that You will answer these prayers.
From John Baillie’s A Diary of Private Prayer, c. 1936
PRELUDE

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
O Come, All Ye Faithful

SCRIPTURE READING

arr. Keith Chapman
arr. Marilynn Ham

Hebrews 10:5-10

*CALL TO WORSHIP (from Luke 1:68, John 1:14)
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
FOR HE HAS VISTED AND REDEEMED HIS PEOPLE!
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth.
WE HAVE BEHELD HIS GLORY. ALLELUIA!

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (first silently, then in unison):
LORD OUR GOD, WONDERFUL IN YOUR ETERNAL GLORY, YOU ARE THE HELP OF
ALL WHO FLEE TO YOU, AND THE HOPE OF THOSE WHO CRY TO YOU. CLEANSE
US FROM OUR SINS, SECRET AND OPEN, AND FROM EVERY THOUGHT
DISPLEASING TO YOU. CLEANSE OUR HEARTS, OUR SOULS, OUR BODIES, SO
THAT WITH PURITY AND CONFIDENCE IN YOUR PERFECT LOVE WE MAY, WITHOUT
FEAR, MAKE OUR PRAYERS TO YOU THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD, AMEN.
(a prayer of Basil of Caesarea, 329-379)
ASSURANCE OF PARDON (responsively, from Jeremiah 31)
“The time is coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah.”
“THIS IS THE COVENANT I WILL MAKE WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AFTER
THAT TIME,” DECLARES THE LORD. “I WILL PUT MY LAW IN THEIR MINDS
AND WRITE IT ON THEIR HEARTS. I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY WILL
BE MY PEOPLE.”
“For I will forgive their wickedness and remember their sins no more.”
IN JESUS CHRIST, WE ARE FORGIVEN. AMEN.
*GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, amen.
SPECIAL MUSIC
SCRIPTURE READING

*+HYMN

Angels, We Have Heard on High

Dan Forrest

Matthew 2:1-18

*HYMN

Of the Father’s Love Begotten

SERMON

WHAT IF HEROD SUCCEEDED?

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

Jesus Loves Me

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
OFFERING
*Doxology
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost!

*PRAYER OF ADORATION (in unison)
GOD MOST HIGH, YOUR ONLY SON EMBRACED THE WEAKNESS OF FLESH TO
GIVE US POWER TO BECOME YOUR CHILDREN; YOUR ETERNAL WORD CHOSE
TO DWELL AMONG US, THAT WE MIGHT LIVE IN THE LIGHT OF YOUR
PRESENCE. GRANT US TO KNOW HOW RICH IS THE GLORY YOU HAVE MADE
OUR OWN, AND HOW GREAT THE HOPE TO WHICH WE ARE CALLED IN JESUS
CHRIST, YOUR WORD MADE FLESH, WHO LIVES AND REIGNS WITH YOU IN
THE UNITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, ONE GOD, NOW AND FOREVER, AMEN

Cradle Carol
Hannah Clark, Soprano

*Prayer of Dedication
*HYMN

The First Noel

*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Toccata on “Creator of the Stars of Night
* (People standing, as able)

Pietro Yon

Hebrews 10:5-10
Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: “Sacrifice and offering you did not
desire, but a body you prepared for me; with burnt offerings and sin offerings you were not
pleased. Then I said, ‘Here I am — It is written about me in the scroll — I have come to do
your will, my God.’”
First he said, “Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not desire,
nor were you pleased with them” — though they were offered in accordance with the law.
Then he said, “Here I am, I have come to do your will.” He sets aside the first to establish
the second. And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of
Jesus Christ once for all.

Matthew 2:1-18
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the
east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews?
We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” When King Herod heard this
he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. When he had called together all the people’s
chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. “In
Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written:
‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of
Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” [Micah 5:2]
Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had
appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and make a careful search for the child.
As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” After they had
heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of
them until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they were
overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed
down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of
gold, frankincense and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod,
they returned to their country by another route.
When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said,
“take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is
going to search for the child to kill him.” So he got up, took the child and his mother during the
night and left for Egypt, where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what
the Lord had said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.”
When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave
orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in
accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. Then what was said through the
prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled:
“A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children
and refusing to be comforted, because they are no more.”
[Jeremiah 31:15]
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WELCOME to all who are worshiping in our sanctuary today; welcome,
too, to all worshiping with us online! As done these past thirty-nine
weeks, the service will be archived and posted @ twenty minutes after the
benediction and will be available for viewing and/or downloading for at
least one week. A special word of welcome to any and all visiting with us
in person or online this morning … welcome to our fellowship!
THE 2021 FLOWER CALENDAR is now ready in the church office. In light of
the current health restrictions, please call (737-1230) to sign up for dates to
honor a loved one, mark a special occasion, commemorate the memory of a
dearly departed relative or friend and also help beautify our sanctuary for
worship. We will fill out the necessary information for you! The cost is $15 per
bouquet and can be dropped in the collection plate or sent in the mail.
THE PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN have HAND MADE ADULT AND CHILD FACE MASKS
available for sale in Fellowship Hall ($5 adult, $4 children, by honor system). All
proceeds will go to the Presbyterian Women's Community Outreach Fund.
ANNUAL REPORTS are due from all committee chairs and organizations in the
office by the end of the year. Copies of last year’s report are in the office if
anyone wishes to refer to it.
2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES ARE AVAILABLE TO PICK UP IN FELLOWSHIP HALL. Use
of these envelopes is greatly appreciated by our Monday morning counters! If
you would like envelopes but do not see a box with your name, please contact
the church office. The box includes the annual envelope for the denominational
Per Capita offering’ the 2021 recommended donation in the Presbytery of
Southern New England is $50.08 per individual church member, of which $8.98
is designated for the General Assembly of the PC(USA), $4.10 for the Synod of
the Northeast, and $37.00 for the Presbytery of Southern New England.
HELP NEEDED: If you have technical and/or audio-visual expertise, we are in
need of capable volunteers to help with the recording or our worship services.
Four have stepped forward already; thank you! Also, a major THANK YOU to
technician/cameraman Matt Majeika (and his supportive family!), who implemented
and then single-handedly managed live streaming of our worship services thirtynine consecutive Sundays (and midweek services); today’s will be Sunday # 40!

Jesus Loves Me
(Choral Affirmation of Faith)

“I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”
Galatians 2:20

Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so;
Little ones to Him belong, they are weak but He is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.
Jesus loves me, He who died, heaven’s gates to open wide;
He will wash away my sin, let His little child come in.
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.
Jesus loves me, loves me still, though I’m very weak and ill;
From His shining throne on high comes to watch me where I lie.
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.
Jesus loves me, He will stay close beside me all the way:
If I love Him, when I die He will take me home on high.
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.

Anna B. Warner, 1859
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A Short Christmas Sermon:
“Keeping Christmas”
Henry Van Dyke
“He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord.” Romans 14:6
It is a good thing to observe Christmas day.
The mere marking of times and seasons, when men agree to stop
work and make merry together, is a wise and wholesome custom.
It helps one to feel the supremacy of the common life over the
individual life. It reminds a man to set his own little watch, now
and then, by the great clock of humanity which runs on sun time.
But there is a better thing than the observance of Christmas day,
and that is, keeping Christmas.
Are you willing …
•
•
•

•

•

•

to forget what you have done for other people, and to
remember what other people have done for you;
to ignore what the world owes you, and to think what you
owe the world;
to put your rights in the background, and your duties in the
middle distance, and your chances to do a little more than
your duty in the foreground;
to see that your fellow-men are just as real as you are, and
try to look behind their faces to their hearts, hungry for
joy;
to own that probably the only good reason for your
existence is not what you are going to get out of life, but
what you are going to give to life;
to close your book of complaints against the management
of the universe, and look around you for a place where you
can sow a few seeds of happiness—

Are you willing to do these things even for a day? Then you can
keep Christmas.

Are you willing …
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

to stoop down and consider the needs and the desires of
little children;
to remember the weakness and loneliness of people who are
growing old;
to stop asking how much your friends love you, and ask
yourself whether you love them enough;
to bear in mind the things that other people have to bear
on their hearts;
to try to understand what those who live in the same house
with you really want, without waiting for them to tell you;
to trim your lamp so that it will give more light and less
smoke, and to carry it in front so that your shadow will fall
behind you;
to make a grave for your ugly thoughts, and a garden for
your kindly feelings, with the gate open —

Are you willing to do these things even for a day? Then you can
keep Christmas.
Are you willing to believe that love is the strongest thing in the
world -- stronger than hate, stronger than evil, stronger than
death -- and that the blessed life which began in Bethlehem
nineteen hundred years ago is the image and brightness of the
Eternal Love? Then you can keep Christmas.
And if you keep it for a day, why not always?
But you can never keep it alone.
*******

Henry van Dyke, 1852–1933, was an American author, poet and diplomat.
He served as ambassador to the Netherlands and Luxembourg under
Woodrow Wilson, who was one of his college classmates.
Dr. Van Dyke was also a Presbyterian pastor, having served four years in
Newport, RI, eighteen years at the Brick Presbyterian Church of NYC, and as
moderator of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church.
He also wrote the lyrics of the hymn, “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee.”

