
 



THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Hanging of the Greens 

Morning Worship – 9:30 a.m. 
 

November 29, 2020 
 

Silent prayer for use in preparation for worship: 
 

Dear Lord, awaken us that we may be prepared to receive Your Son 
with joy when He comes and serve Him with a pure heart.  Graciously 
hurry the coming of that day.  Bless and prepare us with wisdom and 
strength that in the meantime we may walk wisely and uprightly.  May 

we joyfully wait for the coming of your dear Son, [that day when] 
 the hope of happy redemption will be fulfilled.  Amen. 

A prayer of Martin Luther, 1483-1546 
 

PRELUDE             Prelude on Nun Komm, der Heiden Heiland  
(Savior of the Nations, Come) BWV 639, J.S. Bach 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING     Isaiah 64:1-9 
 
*HYMN                          O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  (from Psalm 98:1,2,4,7,9) 
 

O sing to the Lord a new song!  For He has done marvelous things; His 
right hand and His holy arm have worked salvation for Him. 

THE LORD HAS MADE KNOWN HIS SALVATION, AND REVEALED HIS 
RIGHTEOUSNESS TO THE NATIONS. 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into joyous song 
and sing praises! 

LET THE SEA RESOUND, AND EVERYTHING IN IT, THE WORLD AND ALL WHO LIVE IN 
IT. 

Let them sing before the Lord, for He comes to judge the earth. 
HE WILL JUDGE THE WORLD IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND THE PEOPLES WITH EQUITY. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND ADORATION   

GRACIOUS GOD, OUR SINS ARE TOO HEAVY TO CARRY, TOO REAL TO HIDE, AND 
TOO DEEP TO UNDO.  FORGIVE WHAT OUR LIPS TREMBLE TO NAME, WHAT OUR 
HEARTS CAN NO LONGER BEAR, AND WHAT HAS BECOME FOR US A CONSUMING 
FIRE OF JUDGEMENT.  SET US FREE FROM A PAST THAT WE CANNOT CHANGE, 
OPEN US TO A FUTURE IN WHICH WE CAN BE CHANGED.  FAITHFUL GOD, YOUR 
PROMISES STAND UNSHAKEN THROUGH ALL GENERATIONS.  RENEW US IN HOPE, 
THAT WE MAY BE AWAKE AND ALERT WATCHING FOR THE ADVENT OF JESUS 
CHRIST, OUR SAVIOR, OUR LORD, OUR JUDGE, WHO LIVES AND REIGNS WITH 
YOU IN THE UNITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, ONE GOD, FOREVER AND EVER, AMEN.   

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Believe the good news of the Gospel.   
IN JESUS CHRIST, WE ARE FORGIVEN. 

*GLORIA PATRI  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
World without end.  Amen, amen. 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
SPECIAL MUSIC       Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus arr. L. Larson 

Sherry Phillips, Soprano; Cynthia Pisano, Alto 
MINUTE FOR MISSION 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS        I Corinthians 1:3-9 

Mark 13:24-37 
*HYMN                                   At the Name of Jesus 
 
SERMON                                  RENDING HEAVEN 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Scots Confession, chapters 6 and 7) 

WHEN THE FULLNESS OF TIME CAME GOD SENT HIS SON, HIS ETERNAL WISDOM, THE 
SUBSTANCE OF HIS OWN GLORY, INTO THIS WORLD, WHO TOOK THE NATURE OF 

HUMANITY FROM THE SUBSTANCE OF A WOMAN, A VIRGIN, BY MEANS OF THE HOLY 
GHOST.  AND SO WAS BORN THE “JUST SEED OF DAVID,” THE “ANGEL OF THE GREAT 

COUNSEL OF GOD,” THE VERY MESSIAH PROMISED, WHOM WE CONFESS AND 
ACKNOWLEDGE TO BE EMMANUEL, TRUE GOD AND TRUE MAN, TWO PERFECT 

NATURES UNITED AND JOINED IN ONE PERSON.  WE ACKNOWLEDGE AND CONFESS 
THAT THIS WONDERFUL UNION BETWEEN THE GODHEAD AND THE HUMANITY IN 

CHRIST JESUS DID ARISE FROM THE ETERNAL AND IMMUTABLE DECREE OF GOD 
FROM WHICH ALL OUR SALVATION SPRINGS AND DEPENDS. 

 
INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
OFFERING 

*Doxology                      (Lasst Uns Erfruen tune) 
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow,  

Praise Him all creatures here below: Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost:  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
*Prayer of Dedication 

 
*HYMN                         Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come 
*BENEDICTION 
POSTLUDE           Allegro on Nun Komm, der Heiden Heiland 

(Savior of the Nations, Come) BWV 661, J.S. Bach 



Isaiah 64:1-9 
Oh, that You would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains would tremble before 
You!  As when fire sets twigs ablaze and causes water to boil, come down to make Your name 
known to Your adversaries and cause the nations to tremble before You!  For when You did 
awesome things that we did not expect, You came down, and the mountains trembled before 
You.  Since ancient times no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God 
besides You, Who acts on behalf of those who wait for Him.  You come to the help of those who 
gladly do right, who remember Your ways.  But when we continued to sin against them, You were 
angry.  How then can we be saved?  All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our 
righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us 
away.  No one calls on Your name or strives to lay hold of You; for You have hidden Your face 
from us and have given us over to our iniquities.   

Yet You, O LORD, are our Father.  We are the clay, You are the potter; we are all the work of Your 
hand.  Do not be angry beyond measure, O LORD;  do not remember our sins forever.  Oh, look 
upon us, we pray, for we are all your people. 

 

I Corinthians 1:3-9 
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  I always thank my God 
for you because of His grace given you in Christ Jesus.  For in Him you have been enriched in 
every way — in all your speaking and in all your knowledge —because our testimony about 
Christ was confirmed in you.  Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for 
our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed.  He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be 
blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God, Who has called you into fellowship with His 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful. 

Mark 13:24-37 
“But in those days, following that distress, ‘the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its 
light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’ * At that time men 
will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory.  And He will send His 
angels and gather His elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of the 
heavens.  

“Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, 
you know that summer is near.  Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that it 
is near, right at the door.  Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these 
things have happened.  Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will never pass away.  
But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only 
the Father.  Be on guard! Be alert!  You do not know when that time will come.  It’s like a man 
going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with their assigned task, 
and tells the one at the door to keep watch. 

 “Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will come back—
whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn.  If he comes 
suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping.  What I say to you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’” 

 * from Isaiah 13:10, 34:4 
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 GREENWOOD COMMUNITY CHURCH, PRESBYTERIAN 

805 MAIN AVENUE 
WARWICK, RHODE ISLAND, 02886 

November 29, 2020 
WELCOME to all who are worshiping in our sanctuary today; welcome, 
too, to all worshiping with us online!  As done these past thirty-five weeks, 

the service will be archived and posted @ twenty minutes after the 
benediction and will be available for viewing and/or downloading for at 
least one week.  A special word of welcome to any and all visiting with us 

in person or online this morning … welcome to our fellowship! 

Flowers Today are given to the glory of God by Cynthia Pisano and Family in 
loving memory of Janet L. Pisano. 
FROM THE MISSION COMMITTEE: Once again we’re partnering with Eleanor Slater 
Hospital to provide Christmas gifts to their long-term adult psychiatric patients. 
These patients tend to be forgotten during Christmas.  Each patient was asked to 
think of three things they wished to enjoy.  You are invited to choose one of the 
coded ornaments downstairs in fellowship Hall.  Each ornament on the tree in 
Fellowship Hall will have their code and three wish items. You may provide one, 
two or all three of the items.  If you are one who watches online, but wishes to 
help, we will leave a copy of the spreadsheet next to the tree in fellowship hall. 
You’re welcome to stop by during the week and pick an ornament.  We ask you 
fill out the spreadsheet for any ornaments you take.  There are 54 ornaments so 
we invite you to stop by and take one (or more). Please return items to the 
church by Sunday, December 13 unwrapped with the coded ornament.  Thank 
you to all who can help those most likely to be forgotten this Christmas!  
IN PERSON SUNDAY SCHOOL CONTINUES TODAY 10:30-11:00 A.M.  Pre-K and 
Kindergarten students meet in the first floor Kindergarten classroom; Grades 1-5 
meet in the third floor Sunday School wing and Grades 6-12 meet in the 
29Eleven room.  An online version of the Jesus Storybook Bible lesson is also 
available on GREENWOOD CHURCH’S SUNDAY SCHOOL FACEBOOK page (taught by 
Lisa David); it may be viewed at any time during the week. 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT: We will offer two Christmas mini-concerts on 
December 9 and 16 (Wednesday evenings) at 7:00 p.m. Special selections 
will be presented by our wonderful soloists of all ages, and by our music staff, 
and we will have a special virtual choir presentation from our Youth Choir. This 
will primarily be a live-streamed event on our Facebook page, with the sanctuary 
open for those who are not able to access the online broadcast. A freewill 
offering will be taken to benefit our music program. 
HELP NEEDED:  If you have technical and/or audio-visual expertise, we are in 
need of capable volunteers to help with the recording or our worship services!  
Please see Pastor Clark and/or Matthew Majeika if interested; thank you! 

THE PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN have HAND MADE ADULT AND CHILD FACE MASKS 
available for sale in Fellowship Hall ($5 adult, $4 children, by honor system). All 
proceeds will go to the Presbyterian Women's Community Outreach Fund. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen. 

 

The Rev. Dr. Stephen L. Clark, Pastor 
John C. Black, Director of Music and Choirs, Organist 

Alexandra K. Nichols, Music Associate 
Matthew S. Majeika, Camera and Technical Master 

Olivia R. Black, “Choir” 
Wayne A. Meunier, Lector 
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