OUR MISSION
The Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian, seeks to have a three-fold ministry in
obedience to our Lord’s Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20):
“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations ...” We seek to bring men and
women, boys and girls of all nationalities into a vital relationship with the Son of God.
“... baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit...” We seek to bring men and women, boys and girls into a vital relationship with
the family of God.
“... teaching them to observe all I have commanded you ...” We seek to bring men
and women, boys and girls into a vital relationship with the Word of God.
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON (responsively, from Jeremiah 31)

ALL SAINTS DAY
Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
November 1, 2020

“The time is coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah.”
“THIS

Silent prayer for use in preparation for worship:
O Lord our God, from Whom neither life nor death can separate those who
trust in Your love, and Whose love holds in its embrace Your children in
this world and in the next: so unite us to Yourself that in fellowship with
You we may be always united to our loved ones whether here or there; give
us courage, constancy and hope; through Him who died and was buried
and rose again for us, Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

IS THE COVENANT I WILL MAKE WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AFTER
THAT TIME,” DECLARES THE LORD. “I WILL PUT MY LAW IN THEIR
MINDS AND WRITE IT ON THEIR HEARTS. I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND
THEY WILL BE MY PEOPLE.”

“For I will forgive their wickedness and remember their sins no more.”
IN JESUS CHRIST, WE ARE FORGIVEN. AMEN.
*GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, amen.

A prayer for All Saints Day
By William Temple (1881-1944), Archbishop of Canterbury
PRELUDE

Partita on Ye Watchers and Holy Ones
John Black, Organ

arr. C. Callahan

Holy, Holy, Holy
arr. Lani Smith
Handbell Choir; Alexandra Nichols, Piano
*CALL TO WORSHIP / PRAYER OF ADORATION (from Psalm 145)
I will exalt You, my God the King; I will praise Your name for ever and
ever. Every day I will praise and extol Your name.
THE LORD IS RIGHTEOUS IN ALL HIS WAYS AND FAITHFUL IN ALL HE DOES.
The Lord is near to all who call on Him, to all who call on Him in truth.
HE

FULFILLS THE DESIRES OF THOSE WHO FEAR
AND SAVES THEM.

HIM; HE

HEARS THEIR CRY

My mouth will speak in praise of the Lord.

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD, I SHALL NOT WANT. HE MAKETH ME TO LIE DOWN IN GREEN
PASTURES: HE LEADETH ME BESIDE THE STILL WATERS. HE RESTORETH MY SOUL: HE
LEADETH ME IN THE PATHS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS FOR HIS NAME’S SAKE. YEA, THOUGH I
WALK THROUGH THE VALLEY OF THE SHADOW OF DEATH, I WILL FEAR NO EVIL: FOR THOU
ART WITH ME; THY ROD AND THY STAFF, THEY COMFORT ME. THOU PREPAREST A TABLE
BEFORE ME IN THE PRESENCE OF MINE ENEMIES: THOU ANOINTEST MY HEAD WITH OIL; MY
CUP RUNNETH OVER. SURELY, GOODNESS AND MERCY SHALL FOLLOW ME ALL THE DAYS
OF MY LIFE, AND I WILL DWELL IN THE HOUSE OF THE LORD FOREVER.
SPECIAL MUSIC
Saints Bound for Heaven
arr. M. Wilberg
Olivia Black, Soprano; Jesstin Jacobs, Baritone
MINUTE FOR MISSION
SCRIPTURE READINGS

LET EVERY CREATURE PRAISE HIS HOLY NAME FOR EVER AND EVER!
*+HYMN

For All the Saints

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (first silently, then in unison):
ALMIGHTY GOD, FROM WHOM ALL THOUGHTS OF TRUTH AND PEACE
PROCEED, SINCE WE HAVE BEEN RECONCILED TO YOU THROUGH YOUR SON,
WE REJOICE IN YOU THROUGH HIM. YET WE REMAIN PRONE TO SIN,
DISOBEDIENT, AND EVER IN NEED OF YOUR RIGHTEOUS TOUCH. FORGIVE US,
LORD, AND GIVE US CONFIDENCE THAT, HAVING BEEN RECONCILED TO YOU
THROUGH CHRIST’S DEATH, HOW MUCH MORE WE SHALL BE SAVED THROUGH
HIS LIFE. KINDLE IN OUR HEARTS TRUE GRATITUDE FOR YOUR PEACE, THAT IN
TRANQUILITY YOUR KINGDOM MAY GO FORWARD, TILL THE EARTH IS FILLED
WITH THE KNOWLEDGE OF YOU. AMEN.
A prayer of Bishop of Oxford Francis Paget, 1851-1911

The Twenty-Third Psalm

*HYMN
SERMON

Isaiah 25:6-9
Revelation 21:1-8; 22:1-5

Children of the Heavenly Father
I BELIEVE IN THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS

OFFERING
*Doxology
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost!
*Prayer of Dedication
*(Congregation standing, as able)

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
The Lord be with you.
AND ALSO WITH YOU.
Lift up your hearts.
WE LIFT THEM UP TO THE LORD.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
IT IS RIGHT TO GIVE OUR THANKS AND PRAISE.
ALMIGHTY GOD, WHO HAS GIVEN YOUR ONLY SON TO DIE FOR US, AS WE ARE
UNITED IN THE COMMUNION OF HIS MOST PRECIOUS BODY AND BLOOD, SO
MAY WE BE CLEANSED FROM OUR SINS, AND STRENGTHENED TO FOLLOW HIM.
MERCIFUL GOD, WHO HAS GIVEN US A NEW COMMANDMENT THAT WE
SHOULD LOVE ONE ANOTHER, GIVE US GRACE THAT WE MAY FULFILL IT.
HALLOW OUR LIVES, FOR THE SAKE OF HIM WHO LOVED US AND GAVE
HIMSELF FOR US. SEND YOUR HOLY SPIRIT ON US AND THESE YOUR GIFTS
OF BREAD AND WINE, THAT WE MAY KNOW CHRIST’S PRESENCE, REAL AND
TRUE, AND BE GIVEN A FORETASTE OF THE HEAVENLY BANQUET IN YOUR
ETERNAL KINGDOM. MAY WE RECEIVE BY FAITH CHRIST CRUCIFIED FOR US,
AND SO FEED UPON HIM THAT HE MAY BE MADE ONE WITH US AND WE WITH
HIM, AMEN.
The Words of Institution
The Communion
The Prayer of Thanksgiving
*HYMN

Be Still My Soul

*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Toccata

Charles Callahan

Isaiah 25:6-9 (NIV and ESV)
On this mountain the Lord of Hosts will prepare a feast of rich food for
all peoples, a banquet of aged wine — the best of meats and the finest
of wines. On this mountain He will swallow up the covering that is cast
over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations; He will swallow
up death forever. The Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces; He
will remove the disgrace of His people from all the earth. The LORD has
spoken.
It will be said on that day, “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for
Him, that He might save us. This is the LORD; we have waited for Him,
let us be glad and rejoice in His salvation.”

Revelation 21:1-8, 22:1-5 (NIV and RSV)
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the
first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the
Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a
great voice from the throne saying, “Behold! The dwelling of God is now
among the people, and He will dwell with them. They shall be His
people, and God Himself will be with them. And He will wipe every tear
from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be
mourning nor crying nor pain, for the former things have passed away.”
He Who sat upon the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new!” Then
he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” He
said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning
and the end. To the thirsty I will give water without cost from the
fountain of the water of life. He who overcomes shall have this heritage,
and I will be his God and he will be my son. But as for the cowardly, the
faithless, the vile, as for the murderers, fornicators, sorcerers, idolaters
and all liars — their lot shall be in the lake that burns with fire and
sulphur, which is the second death.”
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***
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal,
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the
great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life,
bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the
leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. There shall no more
be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in
it, and His servants shall worship Him;. They shall see His face, and His
name will be on their foreheads. And night shall be no more; they need
no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they shall
reign for ever and ever.

GREENWOOD COMMUNITY CHURCH, PRESBYTERIAN
805 MAIN AVENUE
WARWICK, RHODE ISLAND, 02886
November 1, 2020
WELCOME to all who are worshiping in our sanctuary today; welcome,
too, to all worshiping with us online! As done these past thirty-one weeks,
the service will be archived and posted @ twenty minutes after the
benediction and will be available for viewing and/or downloading for at
least one week. A special word of welcome to any and all visiting with us
in person or online this morning … welcome to our fellowship!
Flowers Today are given to the glory of God by Sandra Olson in loving memory
of her husband, Kenneth.
FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS NEEDED MORE THAN EVER. Thank you for
your continued support of WEST BAY MARKETPLACE’S FOOD PANTRY. Please
consider donating/contributing non-perishable items such as tuna, peanut butter,
pasta, canned soups & vegetables; leave donation(s) in the narthex. If you
would prefer not to come to the church building, please call elder Wayne
Meunier (738-0480), and he will come to your home to pick up your donation(s).
Thank you!
IN PERSON SUNDAY SCHOOL CONTINUES TODAY 10:30-11:00 A.M. Pre-K and
Kindergarten students will meet in the first floor Kindergarten classroom; Grades
1-5 will meet in the third floor Sunday School wing and Grades 6-12 will meet in
the 29Eleven room on the first floor. To accommodate those not quite ready for
in-person Sunday School, an online version of the Jesus Storybook Bible
lesson is available on GREENWOOD CHURCH’S SUNDAY SCHOOL FACEBOOK page
(taught by Lisa David); it may be viewed at any time during the week.
Our OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD COLLECTION IS THIS MONTH! Please

take a box and a “girl” or “boy” tag (located in Fellowship Hall) and return
it by November 11; directions can be found on the brochure. For additional
information, contact Director of Family Ministries Virginia Jacobs. Thank you!

The Rev. Dr. Stephen L. Clark, Pastor
John C. Black, Director of Music and Choirs, Organist
Alexandra K. Nichols, Music Associate
Matthew S. Majeika, Camera and Technical Master
Olivia R. Black, “Choir”
Wayne A. Meunier, Lector

October 30, 2020
Dear Members and Friends,
A special executive meeting of the Session was held Wednesday, October 25, to address concerns of member(s)
expressed in correspondence received by the Clerk regarding our observances of pandemic protocol. For some there
has been a perceived laxity in our conscientious observance of these protocol standards during worship, particularly in
the areas of masking and social distancing, which has discouraged them from attending. They believe strongly our
current practices are not providing a safe environment for worship. Following an hour of spirited conversation, loving
(albeit at-times intense!) debate, brainstorming and deliberation, * the following motion was unanimously approved:
It was moved, seconded, discussed and approved that we maintain our current policy for worship, and work to enforce it better by [doing
such things as] clearly marking the pews to show where people may sit, adding clear signage/information explaining our policies, using the
ushers effectively to assist seating people in accordance with social distancing guidelines. All who are able will be asked to wear masks
whenever moving about the church and when singing (this does not apply to those in the chancel who are more than fourteen feet from their
nearest neighbor). Masks may be removed when sitting during the service as long as six feet of distancing is observed. [Ed. note - In short,
we will endeavor to reiterate, observe, encourage and augment our present policies in accordance with CDC and Phase III protocols. -- slc]
To clarify, as our present standards expressed in the RESUMPTION OF IN-PERSON WORSHIP (mailed to all last May, and since
posted on our website and also published weekly in slightly edited form in the printed bulletin) are in compliance with federal CDC
Guidelines for Communities of Faith as well as the Rhode Island governor’s Phase III Guidelines for Religious and Faith-based
Organizations (copies of all are attached, along with Governor Raimondo’s Executive Order 20-30), it was decided to maintain,
encourage, promote and consistently clarify these standards. A few other important clarifications:
•

The pews are now much more visibly marked and measured to ensure a social distancing of six feet between
non-family members. Your cooperation with these seating boundaries will be most appreciated.

•

The sixth point listed under the PHASE III GUIDANCE FOR ALL RELIGIOUS & FAITH-BASED ORGANIZATIONS states: “Face coverings
are required in accordance with Executive Order 20-30.” The pertinent portion of Executive Order 20-30 reads: “Any
person who is in a place open to the public, whether indoors or outdoors, shall cover their [sic] mouth and nose with a mask or cloth
face covering unless doing so would damage the person’s health. No person under two years of age or any person whose health
would be damaged thereby shall be required to wear a face covering. Face coverings are not required for people who can easily,
continuously, and measurably maintain at least six (6) feet of distance from other people. Face coverings shall also not be required of
those who are developmentally unable to comply, including young children who may not be able to effectively wear a mask.” As our
extant policy states (in accordance with this Executive Order), mask wearing is strongly encouraged, but not
mandated. However, if you are unable to and/or choose not to wear a mask, Session does request you
maintain at ALL times six feet of social distance from all non-family individuals before, during and after
worship. Also, Session requests all others to maintain six feet of social distance from any who are unmasked.

•

Also (and this is NEW to our protocol), as Phase III guidelines require a safe minimum of fourteen feet between
unmasked singers, Session requires all to wear masks during congregational singing in the pews (in
deference to your worshipping pew “neighbors”). If you are not wearing a mask, we kindly request you do not sing.

•

Finally, I WANT TO REITERATE WE NEED YOU TO SIGN UP/REGISTER IN ORDER TO HELP MAKE THIS WORK. Because of
social distancing measures, we will have limited seating available (less than seventy in our sanctuary) and therefore
request you to please sign up in advance if you plan to attend. Go to our website, www.gccp.org, and click on
the heading subcategory on the home page “RSVP for Worship.” (If you have difficulty navigating technology, give the
church a telephone call to let us know you’re coming; leave your name, number attending, and a number we can call to confirm.)

•

We continue to include a video feed option in Fellowship Hall, the 29Eleven room and (if needed) in the parlor.
Blessings and best regards,

*

The following gracious note was received by all Session members from one elder I’ll let remain anonymous: “Thank you all for your input to our discussions at
the special session meeting held last night. The matter before us was contentious and possibly dividing, but that didn't happen. Instead, people displayed their
concerns in a thoughtful manner and came to a consensus decision. It was heartening to see that the group focused on the "good for all" decision(s) of getting
our congregation back into the sanctuary in the safest possible manner. Although I also have underlying health conditions that put me at risk, I must show trust
in my fellow congregants to have my welfare at heart and will attend church services in person soon. We cannot fail in this mission. It is imperative that we can
say that we are doing all that we know, despite what we don't know, to keep the members of our church safe from harm and believe in the Lord to do the rest. I
trust that we will stand by our decisions to maintain a safe and healthy church service and to keep our congregation safe. Thank you all again.”

