
OUR MISSION  
The Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian, seeks to have a three-fold ministry in 
obedience to our Lord’s Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20): 
 
“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations ...”  We seek to bring men and 
women, boys and girls of all nationalities into a vital relationship with the Son of God. 
 
“... baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit...”  We seek to bring men and women, boys and girls into a vital relationship with 
the family of God. 
 
“... teaching them to observe all I have commanded you ...”  We seek to bring men 
and women, boys and girls into a vital relationship with the Word of God. 
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THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Morning Worship - 9:30 a. m. 

September 20, 2020 
 

Silent prayer for use in preparation for worship: 
 

Grant, O Lord God, that we may cleave to Thee without parting, 
worship Thee without wearying, serve Thee without failing, faithfully 

seek Thee, happily find Thee, for ever possess Thee,  
the one and only God, blessed world without end, Amen. 

 
A prayer of Anselm, 1033-1109, Archbishop of Canterbury 

 
PRELUDE                   Lord of the Sabbath, Hear Us Pray arr. Diane Bish 

                                       Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee arr. Laura Wasson 
Handbell Choir 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP / PRAYER OF ADORATION  (from Psalm 18:1-2) 

We love you, O Lord, our strength. 
THE LORD IS OUR ROCK, IN WHOM WE TAKE REFUGE.  HE IS OUR SHIELD AND 

THE HORN OF OUR SALVATION, OUR STRONGHOLD. 
 

*HYMN                       Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven 
  
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (first silently, then in unison): 

O GREAT AND MIGHTY GOD, WHOSE GLORY IS ABOVE ALL OUR THOUGHTS AND 
WHOSE MERCY IS OVER ALL THY WORKS, LET THY HOLY SPIRIT ASSIST US IN ALL 
DUTIES OF THIS SACRED DAY, AS WE COME IN HUMBLE PENITENCE AND 
CONFESSION.  FORGIVE US, LOVING GOD, THEN LET US JOIN IN THE PRAISE OF 
THY CHURCH WITH ARDENT AFFECTION; LET US HEAR THY WORD WITH EARNEST 
ATTENTION; LET THE PRAYERS AND SACRIFICES OF THY HOLY CHURCH, OFFERED 
TO THEE THIS DAY, BE GRACIOUSLY ACCEPTED. BEING CREATED BY THEE, LET US 
EVER ACT FOR THY GLORY. BEING REDEEMED BY THEE, LET US RENDER TO THEE 
WHAT IS THINE, THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD, AMEN.    

(a prayer of John Wesley, 1703-1791) 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  (responsively, from Jeremiah 31) 
 

“The time is coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah.” 

“THIS IS THE COVENANT I WILL MAKE WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AFTER THAT 
TIME,” DECLARES THE LORD.  “I WILL PUT MY LAW IN THEIR MINDS AND 
WRITE IT ON THEIR HEARTS.  I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY WILL BE MY 
PEOPLE.” 

“For I will forgive their wickedness and remember their sins no more.” 
IN JESUS CHRIST, WE ARE FORGIVEN. AMEN. 

*GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
World without end.  Amen, amen. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC                        Thou Art Worthy                 arr. Jack Schrader 

Stephen Parkinson, Baritone 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS       Philippians 1:21-30 
                                                 Matthew 20:1-16 
 
A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN 
  
*HYMN                           ‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus 
  
SERMON                          TURNING ENVY ON ITS HEAD 

“Envy is the art of counting the other fellow's blessings instead of your own.” – Harold Coffin  
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed 

I BELIEVE IN GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY, MAKER OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, AND IN 
JESUS CHRIST HIS ONLY SON OUR LORD; WHO WAS CONCEIVED BY THE HOLY 
GHOST, BORN OF THE VIRGIN MARY, SUFFERED UNDER PONTIUS PILATE, WAS 

CRUCIFIED, DEAD, AND BURIED.  HE DESCENDED INTO HELL.  THE THIRD DAY HE 
ROSE AGAIN FROM THE DEAD; HE ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN, AND SITTETH ON THE 
RIGHT HAND OF GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY; FROM THENCE HE SHALL COME TO 

JUDGE THE QUICK AND THE DEAD.  I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY GHOST; THE HOLY 
CATHOLIC CHURCH; THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS; THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS; THE 

RESURRECTION OF THE BODY; AND THE LIFE EVERLASTING.  AMEN 
INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

OFFERING  
 

*Doxology                     (Lasst Uns Erfreuen tune)  
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow,  

Praise Him all creatures here below:  
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost:  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 
*HYMN                       Lord, Speak to Me That I May Speak  

  
*BENEDICTION 
  
POSTLUDE                                       Paean Wilson Oliphant 
 

*(Congregation standing, as able) 



Philippians 1:21-30 (rSV and NIV)  
For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. If I am to go on living in the 
body, this will mean fruitful labor for me.  Yet what shall I choose?  I do 
not know!  I am hard pressed between the two: I desire to depart and be 
with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the body is more 
necessary on your account.  Convinced of this, I know that I shall remain, 
and I will continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the faith, so 
that in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of 
my coming to you again.   

Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel 
of Christ.  Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in 
my absence, I may hear of you that you stand firm in one spirit, with one 
mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel without being 
frightened in any way by those who oppose you.  This is a clear omen to 
them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God.  For it 
has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only 
believe in Him but also suffer for His sake, engaged in the same conflict 
which you saw and now hear to be mine.  

 

Matthew 20:1-18 (RSV and NIV) 

For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 
morning to hire workers for his vineyard.  He agreed to pay them a 
denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard.  About the third hour 
he went out and saw others standing idle in the marketplace.  He told 
them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever 
is right.’  So they went. He went out again about the sixth hour and the 
ninth hour and did the same thing.  And about the eleventh hour he went 
out and found still others standing; and he said to them, ‘Why do you 
stand here idle all day?’ ‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered.  
He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’”   

“When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call 
the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired 
and going on to the first.’  The workers who were hired about the eleventh 
hour came and each received a denarius.  So, when those came who 
were hired first, they expected to receive more.  But each one of them 
also received a denarius.  When they received it, they began to grumble 
against the landowner. ‘These men who were hired last worked only one 
hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made them equal to us who have borne 
the burden of the work and the heat of the day.’ But he replied to one of 
them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; didn’t you agree to work for a 
denarius? Take what belongs to you, and go; I want to give the one who 
was hired last the same as I gave you.  Am I not allowed to do what I 
choose with what belongs to me? [NIV –“Don’t I have the right to do what I want 
with my own money?”]  Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 

“So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
CCLI LICENSE #1301953 



 
 

~  IN MEMORIAM  ~ 
 

Nancy Jane Noble Allen 
May 26, 1934 -  September 8, 2020 

 
Deacon, Church Member, Child of God 

 
“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, 

 I have kept the faith.” 
II Timothy 4:7 

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.   

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us .  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever, Amen. 



GREENWOOD COMMUNITY CHURCH, PRESBYTERIAN 
WARWICK, RHODE ISLAND 

September 20, 2020 
WELCOME to all who are worshiping in our sanctuary today; welcome, 

too, to all worshiping with us online!  As done these past twenty-four weeks, 
the service will be archived and posted @ twenty minutes after the 

benediction and will be available for viewing and/or downloading for at 
least one week.  A special word of welcome to any and all visiting with us in 

person or online this morning … welcome to our fellowship! 

Flowers Today are given to the glory of God by Beverly Carson in loving 
memory of her mother, Eleanor Kuzman, for giving her life, and by Judy and 
Steve Ruscito in loving memory of their son, Eric Ruscito. 

FROM THE MISSION COMMITTEE: If you would like to donate gifts for hurricane 
relief, please designate the memo line of your check or envelope “Hurricane 
Relief.”  Thank you for your ongoing support of your Mission Committee. 

NEXT SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 we will welcome to our pulpit Mr. Derrick Leitão 
while Pastor Clark is away. Originally from East Providence, Derrick studied at 
Pastor Clark’s alma mater, Westminster Theological Seminary, in Philadelphia, 
PA and is currently a pastoral intern at the Presbyterian Church of Cape Cod, 
West Barnstable, MA.  He is licensed to preach in the Orthodox Presbyterian 
Church denomination and is currently seeking and awaiting a pastoral call.  He 
is married to Nicole, who also happens to be Olivia Black’s cousin!  Derrick and 
Nicole are the parents of four year old Josiah and almost-two year old Luciana.  

FROM PICASSO QUILTERS:  Picasso Quilters are working together separately at 
home during the ongoing pandemic making more sleeping bags for the 
homeless towards our ultimate goal of completing 1000.  So far, with your help 
over the past ten years, we have completed 910. You have stepped forward 
many times and donated tons of supplies towards that goal. I'm here, once 
again, to ask if you can help us.  We need more filling such as used blankets, 
mattress pads, and fleece.  If you or someone you know have such things that 
you would be happy to part with, you can leave them on the blue table outside 
Fellowship Hall or call me, Sandy Olson, at home (401-647-7034) and I will be 
happy to pick them up at your home. Thank you so much. I look forward to 
seeing you in person again, and in the meantime, stay safe. 

 
The Rev. Dr. Stephen L. Clark, Pastor 

John C. Black, Director of Music and Choirs, Organist 
Alexandra K. Nichols, Music Associate 

Matthew S. Majeika, Camera and Technical Master 
Olivia R. Black, “Choir” 

Michael Desmond, Lector 

 
 

Left, Beverly Sills sings in her 1975 Metropolitan Opera debut  “The Siege of Corinth;” right, she 
sings the role of Norina in Donizetti's "Don Pasquale at the Metropolitan Opera in 1980. 

AND FOR THE TIME WITH THE CHILDREN: 

Instructions and Miscellaneous Details
• We recognize the sensitive issue that some won’t attend a service without masks 

being required, while others won’t attend a service if masks are required … as per the 
CDC Guidelines for Houses of Worship at this time, facemask use is strongly 
encouraged, but not mandated.  We DO request all to do their best to maintain the 
recommended social distancing of six feet between non-family persons at all times.  

• The 29Eleven room is designated as a “Masks Required” area; a 75 inch TV allows for 
live-stream viewing of the entire worship service.   

• Roughly every other pew will be open in the sanctuary and pews will be marked off to 
leave a distance on either side of people from different households; ushers will be 
prepared to guide you in seating. 

• The hymnals and pew Bibles need not be used; all worship materials are in the 
bulletins.  Also, the worship materials are available online (gccp.org) for those who 
may prefer to use personal electronic devices. 

• There will be no Passing the Peace, nursery care, Children’s Church until further 
notice. 

• The offering plates will not be passed, but strategically placed in the narthex and by 
entrances for people to place tithes and offerings.  Online giving is also encouraged.  

• Observance of the Lord’s Supper (Communion) will continue the first Sunday of each 
month; prepackaged (sterile) individual cup/wafer packets will be available in the pew 
racks.  Please refrain from touching any packet other than the one you will use. 

• There will be no formal coffee hour/refreshment time until further notice. 
• TO HELP US WITH PLANNING, PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU PLAN TO COME TO WORSHIP.  

Please go to www.gccp.org, and click on the heading subcategory on the home page 
“RSVP for Worship.”   If you have difficulty navigating technology, just give us a call 
to let us know you’re coming @ 737-1230.   

• Again, this is uncharted territory for us, and has continued much longer than originally 
anticipated; THANK YOU for being graciously understanding as we continue to do our 
best to accommodate everyone, given our limitations.   

http://www.gccp.org/


Jesus

Notes for parents: In today’s story we learned that in the beginning God created everything and it was good.
Please help your child to memorize the verse and the Scripture reference for next time. Please review with them the 
place of the book of Genesis, using the diagram above.  www.jesusstorybookbible.com

 Jesus in the Story

A Verse from the Story to Learn at Home

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. (Genesis 1:1)

 Genesis Exodus Leviticus Numbers Deuteronomy

The beginning: a perfect home (The Song of Creation, from Genesis 1-2)

GOD 
CREATED . . .

sky

moon

starssun

sea

land

animals

plants
fish

night

day
birds

What did you discover about  
Jesus from this story?

me
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