OUR MISSION
The Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian, seeks to have a three-fold ministry in
obedience to our Lord’s Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20):
“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations ...” We seek to bring men and
women, boys and girls of all nationalities into a vital relationship with the Son of God.
“... baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit...” We seek to bring men and women, boys and girls into a vital relationship with
the family of God.
“... teaching them to observe all I have commanded you ...” We seek to bring men
and women, boys and girls into a vital relationship with the Word of God.
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THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Morning Worship – 9:30 a. m.
September 13, 2020
Silent prayer for use in preparation for worship:
O Almighty Lord God, Who alone riddest away tyrants by Thine
everlasting determination, and stillest the noise and tumult of the people:
Stir up Thy great strength, we beseech Thee, and come and help us;
scatter the counsels of them that secretly devise mischief, and bring the
dealings of the violent to naught; cast down the unjust from high places,
and cause the unruly to cease from troubling; allay all envious and
malicious passions, and subdue the haters and the evil-doers; that our
land may have rest before Thee, and that all the people may praise Thee,
our Help and our Shield, both now and evermore, Amen.
From the Book of Common Worship, c. 1906
PRELUDE

Timeless Tribute

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (adapted from the 25th Psalm)
UNTO THEE, O LORD, DO I LIFT UP MY SOUL; O MY GOD, I TRUST IN THEE. DO NOT
LET ME BE PUT TO SHAME, NOR LET MY ENEMIES TRIUMPH OVER ME. NO ONE WHOSE
HOPE IS IN YOU WILL EVER BE PUT TO SHAME, BUT THEY WILL BE PUT TO SHAME
WHO ARE TREACHEROUS WITHOUT EXCUSE. SHOW ME YOUR WAYS, O LORD,
TEACH ME YOUR PATHS. LEAD ME IN YOUR TRUTH AND TEACH ME, FOR YOU ARE
THE GOD OF MY SALVATION, AND MY HOPE IS IN YOU ALL DAY LONG. REMEMBER,
O LORD, YOUR TENDER MERCIES AND LOVINGKINDNESSES; FOR THEY HAVE BEEN
EVER OF OLD. REMEMBER NOT THE SINS OF MY YOUTH, NOR MY TRANSGRESSIONS;
ACCORDING TO YOUR MERCY REMEMBER ME, FOR YOU ARE GOOD, O LORD. FOR
YOUR NAME'S SAKE, O LORD, FORGIVE MY INIQUITY, THOUGH IT IS GREAT. TURN
UNTO ME AND BE GRACIOUS TO ME, FOR I AM DESOLATE AND AFFLICTED. THE
TROUBLES OF MY HEART ARE ENLARGED; FREE ME FROM MY ANGUISH. LOOK UPON
MY AFFLICTION AND MY PAIN, AND FORGIVE ALL MY SINS. KEEP MY SOUL AND
DELIVER ME; LET ME NOT BE PUT TO SHAME, FOR I PUT MY TRUST IN YOU. MAY
INTEGRITY AND UPRIGHTNESS PROTECT ME, BECAUSE MY HOPE IS IN YOU. AMEN.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON

arr. Marilynn Ham

*GLORIA PATRI

John Black, Piano
What A Friend We Have In Jesus

arr. N. Williams

SPECIAL MUSIC

Psalm 46

SCRIPTURE READINGS

Matthew 18:15-20
Romans 13:8-14

God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.
THEREFORE WE WILL NOT FEAR, THOUGH THE EARTH GIVE WAY AND THE
MOUNTAINS FALL INTO THE HEART OF THE SEA,
Though its waters roar and foam and the mountains quake with surging.

A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN
*HYMN

Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me

THERE IS A RIVER WHOSE STREAMS MAKE GLAD THE CITY OF GOD, THE HOLY PLACE
WHERE THE MOST HIGH DWELLS.

SERMON

God is within her, she will not fall; God will help her at break of day.

*AFFIRMATION

NATIONS ARE IN UPROAR, KINGDOMS FALL; HE LIFTS HIS VOICE, THE EARTH MELTS.

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS
The Lord’s Prayer (DEBTS)

The LORD of Hosts is with us;
THE GOD OF JACOB IS OUR FORTRESS.

Come, behold the works of the LORD, the desolations He has brought on the
earth.

PUTTING ON JESUS
The Apostles’ Creed

OFFERING
*Doxology
*Prayer of Dedication

HE MAKES WARS CEASE TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH; HE BREAKS THE BOW AND
SHATTERS THE SPEAR, HE BURNS THE SHIELDS WITH FIRE.

*HYMN

"Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will
be exalted in the earth."

*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

O Come, My Soul, Bless Thou the Lord

Toccata

THE LORD OF HOSTS IS WITH US; THE GOD OF JACOB IS OUR FORTRESS.
*+HYMN

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

arr. D. Williamson

Sherry Phillips and Cynthia Pisano, Voice

Alexandra Nichols, Violin
*CALL TO WORSHIP

Ten Thousand Reasons

*(Congregation standing, as able)

Gaston Bélier

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, amen.

Matthew 18:15-20 (rSV)
“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you
and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. But if
he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every word
may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If he
refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen
even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.
Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again I say
to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be
done for them by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are
gathered in my name, there am I in the midst of them.”

Romans 13:8-14
(RSV and NIV)
“Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one
another; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law. The
commandments, ‘You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder,
You shall not steal, You shall not covet,’ and whatever other command
there may be, are summed up in this one command: ‘You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.’ Love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore love is
the fulfilling of the law.”
“And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has already come
for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer
now than when we first believed. The night is far gone, the day is at
hand. Let us then cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of
light. Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and
drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension
and jealousy. Rather, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think
about how to gratify the desires of the flesh.”

The Lord’s Prayer

CCLI LICENSE #1301953

Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.

The Apostles Creed
I BELIEVE IN GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY, MAKER OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, AND IN
JESUS CHRIST HIS ONLY SON OUR LORD; WHO WAS CONCEIVED BY THE HOLY
GHOST, BORN OF THE VIRGIN MARY, SUFFERED UNDER PONTIUS PILATE, WAS
CRUCIFIED, DEAD, AND BURIED. HE DESCENDED INTO HELL. THE THIRD DAY HE
ROSE AGAIN FROM THE DEAD; HE ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN, AND SITTETH ON THE
RIGHT HAND OF GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY; FROM THENCE HE SHALL COME TO
JUDGE THE QUICK AND THE DEAD. I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY GHOST; THE HOLY
CATHOLIC CHURCH; THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS; THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS; THE
RESURRECTION OF THE BODY; AND THE LIFE EVERLASTING. AMEN

Doxology
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost!

Instructions and Miscellaneous Details

GREENWOOD COMMUNITY CHURCH, PRESBYTERIAN
WARWICK, RHODE ISLAND
September 13, 2020

•

WELCOME to all who are worshiping in our sanctuary today; welcome,
too, to all worshiping with us online! As done these past twenty-three
weeks, the service will be archived and posted @ twenty minutes after the
benediction and will be available for viewing and/or downloading for at
least one week. A special word of welcome to any and all visiting with us in
person or online this morning … welcome to our fellowship!

We recognize the sensitive issue that some won’t attend a service without masks
being required, while others won’t attend a service if masks are required … as per the
CDC Guidelines for Houses of Worship at this time, facemask use is strongly
encouraged, but not mandated. We DO request all to do their best to maintain the
recommended social distancing of six feet between non-family persons at all times.

•

The 29Eleven room is designated as a “Masks Required” area; a 75 inch TV allows for
live-stream viewing of the entire worship service.

•

Roughly every other pew will be open in the sanctuary and pews will be marked off to
leave a distance on either side of people from different households; ushers will be
prepared to guide you in seating.

•

The hymnals and pew Bibles need not be used; all worship materials are in the
bulletins. Also, the worship materials are available online (gccp.org) for those who
may prefer to use personal electronic devices.

•

There is no Passing the Peace, nursery care, Children’s Church until further notice.

Flowers Today are given to the glory of God by Sandy Olson in loving memory
of her husband, Ken, who passed away five years ago September 16.
FROM THE MISSION COMMITTEE: If you would like to donate gifts for hurricane
relief, please designate the memo line of your check or envelope “Hurricane
Relief.” Thank you for your ongoing support of your Mission Committee.
IN SEPTEMBER we will continue our present schedule (one worship service live and
live streamed at 9:30 a.m.); an adapted schedule for the resumption of Sunday
School begins TODAY (online only); in person & online classes commence
September 27. Our monthly Wednesday Night Hymn Sing started this past
week in Fellowship Hall, which we hope is a welcome option for a small but
significant segment of our congregation who do not have internet access; it is
also available via Facebook. The next hymn sing is OCTOBER 14, 7:00 PM!

•

The offering plates will not be passed, but strategically placed in the narthex and by
entrances for people to place tithes and offerings. Online giving is also encouraged.

•

Observance of the Lord’s Supper (Communion) will continue the first Sunday of each
month; prepackaged (sterile) individual cup/wafer packets will be available in the pew
racks. Please refrain from touching any packet other than the one you will use.

•

There will be no formal coffee hour/refreshment time until further notice.

FROM PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN: The PW Fall Gathering is cancelled. Further PW

•

TO HELP US WITH PLANNING, PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU PLAN TO COME TO WORSHIP.
Please go to www.gccp.org, and click on the heading subcategory on the home page
“RSVP for Worship.” A form will pop up for you to fill out and submit. If you have
difficulty navigating technology, just give us a call to let us know you’re coming; leave
your name, number attending, and a number we can call to confirm if necessary.

•

Again, this is uncharted territory for us, and has continued much longer than originally
anticipated; THANK YOU for being graciously understanding as we continue to do our
best to accommodate everyone, given our limitations.

information will be forthcoming via your Circle leader in the near future.

FROM PICASSO QUILTERS: Picasso Quilters are working together separately at
home during the ongoing pandemic making more sleeping bags for the
homeless towards our ultimate goal of completing 1000. So far, with your help
over the past ten years, we have completed 910. You have stepped forward
many times and donated tons of supplies towards that goal. I'm here, once
again, to ask if you can help us. We need more filling such as used blankets,
mattress pads, and fleece. If you or someone you know have such things that
you would be happy to part with, you can leave them on the blue table outside
Fellowship Hall or call me, Sandy Olson, at home (401-647-7034) and I will be
happy to pick them up at your home. Thank you so much. I look forward to
seeing you in person again, and in the meantime, stay safe.
The Rev. Dr. Stephen L. Clark, Pastor
John C. Black, Director of Music and Choirs, Organist
Alexandra K. Nichols, Music Associate
Matthew S. Majeika, Camera and Technical Master
Olivia R. Black, “Choir”
Jonathan Farnsworth , Lector

AND FOR THE TIME WITH THE CHILDREN:

Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian
805 Main Avenue, Warwick, Rhode Island, 02886 Tel. (401) 737-1230
The Rev. Dr. Stephen L. Clark, Pastor

Dear Sunday School Families,
Welcome back to Sunday School at Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian! The Christian
Education Committee has been meeting throughout the summer to make plans for the reopening of our
Sunday School. It will look a little different than it did in March, 2020. We appreciate that every family
has different needs to maintain their health. Our hope is that our plans will help all of our Sunday
School students to continue to learn about God’s Word, participate in fellowship and prayer with other
believers, and grow closer to God.
Pastor Clark plans to continue with one service of worship at 9:30 on Sunday mornings. On Sunday,
September 27, we would like to offer in‐person Sunday School from 10:30‐11 for students in grades Pre‐
K through 12. Our committee has chosen the Jesus Storybook Bible curriculum for Pre‐K through grade
5. Students in grades 6‐12 will continue with their study of the Heidelberg Catechism.
Pre‐K and Kindergarten students will meet in the Kindergarten classroom. Grades 1‐5 will meet as
one group on the third floor of the Sunday School wing. Grades 6‐12 will meet in the 29Eleven Room.
In order to accommodate families who do not feel quite ready for face to face Sunday School classes,
an online video version of the Jesus Storybook Bible lesson will be available each week beginning
September 13. It will be on the Sunday School Greenwood Community Church Facebook page and you
can view it at any time during the week. Lisa David will teach the video version of the lesson.
A health and safety plan has been written for our in‐person Sunday School classes. We ask that
parents and caregivers screen students for symptoms before arriving at church. A health checklist is
attached to this letter and posted on classroom doors at church. In addition, students will wash hands
before and after Sunday School class, practice social distancing and wear masks.
We understand that this has been a challenging time for all. If any questions arise, we are here to
help. Please feel free to contact us via email rudolphj6@gmail. com krissy@greggsusa.com or call the
church office (401‐737‐1230).
Sincerely,
Joann Rudolph and Kristine Swanson,
Sunday School Co‐Superintendents

Christian Education Committee

Updated: 2020_08_24

COVID-19 Health and Safety Plan for Sunday School Reopening
Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian
SCOPE
•
•

This document covers the procedures for Sunday School, King’s Kids, and 29Eleven Youth
Fellowship
Children’s Church and Child Care / Crib Room are not in the scope of this document and will be
evaluated at a later date.

HEALTH MONITORING
•
•
•

Home screening tool (used by family before Sunday School, found on Facebook and classroom
doors)
Prohibit sick teachers or students from attending
Mask-wearing required for teachers and students (accommodations will be made if health issues
prohibit mask-wearing)
o Will provide masks on an as-needed basis

PERSONAL HYGIENE
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Handwashing at start and end of class
Sinks in several classrooms
Make hand sanitizer available during class
Clean and sanitize surfaces before and after class (doors, door handles, table tops, chairs, sinks)
No sharing of materials (Bibles, books, crayons, pencils, etc.)
o We will provide one supply kit to each student at the start of the school year
o They will be kept in the classroom, pencil box sanitized before storage
Individual copies of scripture or lessons for each student
o These will be printed and handed out each week
No food or parties

SOCIAL DISTANCING
•
•
•
•

Pre-arrange seating to allow 6ft. spacing
No activities / games which involve contact / close distance with others
Provide barrier in PreK-K classroom to block access to toy area
Mark floor with tape for turn taking at sinks

ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS
•

Two-week quarantine in the case of a positive COVID-19 test in the classroom / group
o Attendance records will be maintained so that we can effectively notify any potentially
affected parties.

This list has been compiled by the GCCP Christian Education Committee after reviewing guidelines from
the CDC, the Presbytery of Southern New England, Gregg’s Restaurants & Taverns and the State of RI.

The Story and the Song (Introduction from Psalm 19 and Hebrews 1)
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J esus in the Story

What did you discover about
Jesus from this story?

Jesus

A Verse from the Story to Learn at Home
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. (Genesis 1:1)
Genesis

Exodus

Leviticus

Numbers

Deuteronomy

Notes for parents: From the story we learned that the Bible is not mainly about us; it’s about Jesus. It is not mainly
about what we must do, but about what God has done.
Please help your child to memorize the verse and the Scripture reference for next time. Please review with them the
place of the book of Genesis, using the diagram above.
www.jesusstorybookbible.com

