OUR MISSION
The Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian, seeks to have a three-fold ministry in
obedience to our Lord’s Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20):
“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations ...” We seek to bring men and
women, boys and girls of all nationalities into a vital relationship with the Son of God.
“... baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit...” We seek to bring men and women, boys and girls into a vital relationship with
the family of God.
“... teaching them to observe all I have commanded you ...” We seek to bring men
and women, boys and girls into a vital relationship with the Word of God.
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON (responsively)

THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Morning Worship – 9:30 a.m.

Believe the good news of the Gospel.
IN JESUS CHRIST, WE ARE FORGIVEN.

July 26, 2020
Adapted from John Baillie’s A Diary of Private Prayer, c. 1936
O Lord, all treasures of wisdom and truth and holiness are stored up in Your
boundless being. Grant that through our constant fellowship with You, those
graces of Christian character may more and more take shape within us: the
grace of a thankful and uncomplaining heart; the grace to await Your timing
patiently and to answer Your call promptly; the grace of courage whether in
suffering or in danger; the grace to endure any hardship in the fight against
evil; the grace of boldness to stand up for what is right; the grace of being
adequately prepared for any temptation; the grace of physical discipline; the
grace of truthfulness; the grace to treat others as we would like them to treat
us; the grace of sensitivity, that we may refrain from hasty judgment; the grace
of silence, that we may refrain from thoughtless speech; the grace of
forgiveness toward all who have wronged us; the grace of tenderness toward
all who are weaker than ourselves; the grace of faithfulness in continuing to
desire that You will answer these prayers. Amen.”
PRELUDE

Children of the Heavenly Father

arr. Edwin Childs

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE

Seek Ye First

Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness
And all these things shall be added unto you. Allelu, Alleluia
Ask, and it shall be given unto you, seek and ye shall find
Knock and the door shall be opened unto you, Allelu, alleluia
SPECIAL MUSIC

Famous For
Julia D’Antico, Voice

SCRIPTURE READINGS

I Timothy 1:12-17
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

PRESENTATION OF THE 2020 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
*HYMN

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee

SERMON

WEEDING AGAINST THE GRAIN

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

arr. Diane Bish

Handbell Choir
Olivia Black, Conducting; John Black, Organ
from Psalm 100:1-3

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the lands!
WORSHIP THE LORD WITH GLADNESS, COME INTO HIS PRESENCE
SINGING!
Know that the Lord is God. It is He Who made us, and we are His.
WE ARE HIS PEOPLE, AND THE SHEEP OF HIS PASTURE.
*HYMN

The Earliest Recorded Christian Creed
“JESUS IS LORD”

Alexandra Nichols, Violin

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Tauren Wells

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS
The Lord’s Prayer
OFFERING
*Doxology
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost!

WITH

To God Be the Glory

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (first silently, then in unison)
IN CONFIDENCE OF YOUR GOODNESS AND GREAT MERCY, O LORD, I DRAW
NEAR TO YOU: AS A SICK PERSON TO THE HEALER, AS ONE HUNGRY AND
THIRSTY TO THE FOUNTAIN OF LIFE, AS A CREATURE TO THE CREATOR, AS AN
UTTERLY NEEDY SOUL TO MY TENDER COMFORTER. FORGIVE AND CLEANSE
ME, O GOD. IN YOU IS EVERYTHING THAT I CAN OR OUGHT TO DESIRE. YOU
ARE MY SALVATION AND MY REDEMPTION, MY HELPER AND MY STRENGTH.
AMEN. A Prayer of Thomas à Kempis, 1380-1471

*Prayer of Dedication
*HYMN

Come, Ye Thankful People, Come

*BENEDICTION
May the Lord, Mighty God, bless and keep you forever;
Grant you peace, perfect peace, courage in every endeavor.
Lift up your eyes and see His face, and His grace, forever …
May the Lord, Mighty God, bless and keep you forever.
POSTLUDE

Toccata on How Firm a Foundation
*Congregation standing, as able

C. Murphree

CCLI LICENSE #1301953

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen
CCLI LICENSE #1301953

VIRTUAL VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2020

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 (NKJV)

“KNIGHTS OF NORTH CASTLE: ARMOR UP WITH
TRUTH, JUSTICE, PEACE, FAITH AND SALVATION!”

Another parable Jesus put forth to them, saying: “The kingdom of
heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field; but while men
slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat and went his
way. But when the grain had sprouted and produced a crop, then the
tares also appeared. So the servants of the owner came and said to
him, ‘Sir, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it
have tares?’ He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The servants
said to him, ‘Do you want us then to go and gather them up?’ But he
said, ‘No, lest while you gather up the tares you also uproot the wheat
with them. Let both grow together until the harvest, and at that time I
will say to the reapers, ‘First gather together the tares and bind them in
bundles to burn them, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ”

We “met” each morning this week via Zoom technology, each session including
a welcome by Master Knight Lisa David, guitar songs with Pastor Clark,
Cokesbury-prepared online skits and recaps of the previous day amid a “Castle
Call Out,” and closing out each online session with music and presentations by
Director of Music John Black. Take home kits had been prepared with all the
“gear” needed for crafts and for joining in the adventure through the “ice and
snow” to find the Great Armor. Although we certainly missed the joy and fun of
being physically together, we did enjoy a delightful week of fun, fellowship and
faith-building adventure. THANK YOU to the parents/guardians who served as
“tech masters” in your homes, the church staff, our Director, and especially to
the children, all who helped make this a memorable and enjoyable week!
OUR VIRTUAL VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL DIRECTOR: Lisa David
OUR CHURCH STAFF: Director of Family Ministries Virginia Jacobs,
Music Director John Black, Pastor Stephen Clark
OUR VIRTUAL VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL STUDENTS:
Grace Benn, Jonah Benn, Akeelah David, Nicole David, Karsten Dietz,
Morgan Dietz, Benjamin Jacobs, Janet Koldyk, Samantha Koldyk, Justine
Ladino, Jesse Ladino, Conor Lindia. Cameron Lindia, Adeline Majieka, Evelyn
Majeika, Catherine Majeika, Juliette Majeika, Simon Majeika,Jayden Melise,
Tess Ruhren, Henry Silva, Jill Silva, Sarah Skinner, Connor Skinner

Then Jesus sent the multitude away and went into the house. And His
disciples came to Him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the tares
of the field.” He answered and said to them:“He who sows the good
seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world, the good seeds are the
sons of the kingdom, but the tares are the sons of the wicked one. The
enemy who sowed them is the devil, the harvest is the end of the age,
and the reapers are the angels. Therefore as the tares are gathered
and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of this age. The Son of
Man will send out His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom
all things that offend, and those who practice lawlessness, and will
cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing of
teeth. Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of
their Father. He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”

I Timothy 1:12-17 (NIV)
I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, Who has given me strength, that He
considered me trustworthy, appointing me to His service Even though
I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I was
shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief. The grace of
our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and
love that are in Christ Jesus.
Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners — of whom I am the worst.
But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of
sinners, Christ Jesus might display His immense patience as an
example for those who would believe in Him and receive eternal life.
Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor
and glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Instructions and Miscellaneous Details
•

We recognize the sensitive issue that some won’t attend a service without masks being
required, while others won’t attend a service if masks are required … as per the CDC
Guidelines for Houses of Worship at this time, facemask use is strongly encouraged,
but not mandated. We DO request all to do their best to maintain the recommended
social distancing of six feet between non-family persons at all times.

•

The 29Eleven room is designated as a “Masks Required” area; a 75 inch TV allows for
live-stream viewing of the worship service.

•

Roughly every other pew will be open in the sanctuary and pews will be marked off to
leave a distance on either side of people from different households; ushers will be
prepared to guide you in seating.

•

The hymnals and pew Bibles need not be used; all worship materials are in the
bulletins which you may pick up as you enter the sanctuary. Also, the worship
materials are available online (gccp.org) for those who may prefer to use personal
electronic devices.

•

For now there will be no Passing of the Peace, nursery care, Children’s Church, or
Sunday School for any age until further notice.

•

The offering plates will not be passed, but strategically placed in the narthex and by
entrances for people to place tithes and offerings. Online giving is also encouraged.

•

There will be no formal coffee hour/refreshment time.

•

TO HELP US WITH PLANNING, PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU PLAN TO COME TO WORSHIP.
The most efficient way is to go to www.gccp.org, and click on the heading subcategory
on the home page “RSVP for Worship.” Or, go directly to www.gccp.org/RSVP . A
form will pop up for you to fill out and submit. If you have difficulty navigating
technology, just give the church a telephone call to let us know you’re coming; leave
your name, number attending, and a number we can call to confirm if necessary.

•

Again, this is uncharted territory for us; I trust all to be graciously understanding as we
do our best to accommodate everyone, given our limitations.

THANK YOU!
The Rev. Dr. Stephen L. Clark, Pastor
John C. Black, Director of Music and Choirs, Organist
Alexandra K. Nichols, Music Associate
Matthew S. Majeika, Camera and Technical Master
Olivia R. Black, “Choir”
Hannah R. Clark, Lector

GREENWOOD COMMUNITY CHURCH, PRESBYTERIAN
WARWICK, RHODE ISLAND
July 26, 2020
WELCOME to all who are worshiping in our sanctuary today; welcome, too,
to all worshipping with us online! As done these past sixteen weeks, the service
will be archived and posted @ twenty minutes after the closing benediction and
will be available for viewing and/or downloading for at least ONE WEEK,
sometimes longer. Also, a special word of welcome to any visiting with us here
or on line this morning … whether you are visiting us for this hour or looking
for a new church home, welcome to our fellowship!
FLOWERS TODAY are given to the glory of God by Denise Mair as a birthday
remembrance for her dear friend, Jill Siebens Dobos.
FROM THE PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN: There have been inquiries about purchasing
items for the school kits due to the upcoming sales. However, due to COVID
restrictions, the school and health kits were not delivered in May. The initial
dates for delivery of kits to the depots were postponed several times; we are
now looking at delivering, if at all, in September. Should you want to purchase
supplies, we ask you to please store your donations at home, as we have
limited storage space in our church building. We do already have ample school
supplies for both a September and an upcoming May 2021 delivery, so it is not
imperative to purchase school supplies this year. Although we have a good
quantity of health kits (42) to send out in September, we do not have any
surplice of health items; these will be needed in the early part of 2021
IT’S A SPECIAL TREAT TO HAVE TWO VBS “ALUMNAE” in the chancel today; lector
Hannah Clark and soloist Julia D’Antico! Hannah & Julia assisted in leading
“Kum Ba Yah” for (at least) ten years of VBS, and on many Rally Day Sundays.

