FISHERMEN'S NEWS
The Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian
805 Main Avenue; Warwick, Rhode Island

ABBREVIATED QUARANTINE EDITION
APRIL/MAY 2020
Dear Members and Friends,
This will be a somewhat abbreviated edition of the Fishermen’s News, as just about everything we had planned has
been postponed, delayed, cancelled or otherwise put on hold until we have clear indications as to when the current
restrictions will be lifted. Some articles within are going to be slightly dated, as they were prepared for the April issue that
never got completed, partly because articles received were made obsolete by cancellations, and partly because we’ve
insisted our office manager stay home during this crisis due to the serious medical concerns in her household. The letter
copied on the next page was sent out only by email April 2; as I know some who receive Fishermen’s News are not
equipped to receive electronic communications, I reprint it on the back and I will also include in the next pages other
materials/photos that have been posted online during this difficult period of confinement and restriction.
We have adapted well so far. So many of you have been tremendously faithful and generous in your giving; for a more
detailed update on our financial situation, please see the Stewardship Committee article within. We’ve had enthusiastic
support in our online ventures: We had our first session meeting via Zoom last Thursday, our Directors of Family and Young
Adult Ministries have been keeping the King’s Kids and 29Eleven young people
Maundy Thursday from Beavercreek, OH
engaged in fellowship by making maximum use of internet tools such as Zoom and
Facebook, this past week we had over one hundred tune in to our Wednesday night
Hymn Sing hosted by John and Olivia Black, and we are pleased and even a bit
amazed by how many have been faithfully logging in to our live streamed worship
services via www.gccp.org 9:30 each Sunday and joining us for “Virtual Coffee
Hour” afterwards via Zoom. We are even connecting with several friends and
members out of state (and even abroad!). However, we do lose something beautiful and
irreplaceable when we are not gathered together for worship under one roof in the
sanctuary … the five of us leading the service are happy and privileged to do so, but
there is a real sense of loss in your absence, just as there is real sense of loss
everywhere in our nation during this pandemic. I can’t wait until we are physically
together again. This was the first and only Holy Week in the entire history of our
nation that the churches across our land were closed; we commemorated the holiest
of weeks of the church year via the internet from an empty sanctuary.
Financially, our church is in good shape. You continue to be consistently faithful in your support, and the session
through our conscientious Stewardship Committee and efficiently resourceful Treasurer has always been wisely cautious
and responsible in the management of church finances. I have been pastor here for over 23 years, and during that time we
have weathered well the economic strains of 9/11, the 2008 financial crisis, and now this. Thank you, all of you, for your
characteristic faithfulness, even when many of you may be suffering hardship. An excerpt from my March 29 sermon:
Clearly people are afraid right now, even Bible believing people, so much so that we’ve hoarded enough toilet paper to last until 2030. Life can be
frightening enough in ordinary times but clearly, as shelves empty and markets go crazy and the infection count rises, it is scarier now. So-called
non essential jobs are being cut … which makes me want to ask, “Exactly what IS a non essential job?” Frankly, the truth is a “non-essential” job
is a job that isn’t YOUR job. What may be "nonessential" to some — restaurants, hotels, bars, stores, cruise ships, tourist sites, shops, malls,
Allie's Donuts — are essential places of employment and indispensable sources of income for millions of others. We don't want the cure to be
worse than the disease! A remark attributed to an Army officer by NY Times reporter Peter Arnett Feb 8, 1968 from the devastated Vietnamese
town of Ben Tre -- “It became necessary to destroy the town to save it." We don't want to do that! We don't want to act unwisely or out of fear and
cripple or destroy the economy that sustains all of us in order to “save” us! Nor do we want to act unwisely by not taking this viral threat seriously
... and so we are here, worshiping as a community of faith on line in an empty sanctuary with four people … the pastor (me), the choir (Olivia), the
Director of Music (John) and the cameraman (Matt) (and after March 29, we added our Worship Committee chair, Wayne Meunier, as lector). But
we are here with all of you, standing before the Lord and waiting to listen for God's word to us. May we pray for ourselves, for each other, and for
our representatives as they make decisions for the welfare of our community, our state, our nation and our world.
It borders on understatement to say these times are difficult. Part of what makes it so difficult is the fear … a fear
th
that’s exacerbated by uncertainty. As also mentioned in that March 29 sermon, the most frequent command given in the
Bible is “Fear not.” It wouldn’t have had to be so frequently commanded if fear was not a very common and understandable
human trait. In the words of Franklin Roosevelt, “Courage is not the absence of fear, but rather the assessment that something else is more
important than fear." King Jehoshaphat determined the welfare of his people was more important than his fear, so he
obediently brought his fear to worship … where we focus not on the “enemy,” nor on our limitations, but on God.
Again, I can't wait until we can physically gather again. Pray for our governing officials, as well as for all affected by
this disease and the subsequent harsh measures of quarantine. Pray for each other, and watch out for each other as best
you are able. If you know of any critical or specific personal need which the church might be in a position to help alleviate,
let us know … the Board of Deacons has funds set aside for such benevolent needs which will be discreetly managed (and
anonymity will be protected); the session also acted to generously augment those funds at our last meeting (please contact the
Deacon’s moderator, Virginia Jacobs, or me, should you know of a situation the church may help). Recent surveys of past years indicate the
average American household is not well equipped to survive missing three weeks without income; we are now approaching
six weeks and counting. The damage being done every day these restrictions continue is enormous and growing.
My admittedly hyperbolic sermon title of April 26 (“Don’t Live! You May Die”) was borrowed from an excellent commentary I
had read; I didn’t go into the contents of that commentary other than to acknowledge use of the title and its implication …
that we are created to go out and LIVE, to make a living, to do good with the life we have, as nobody gets out of this life
alive. Again, pray our representatives will make wise, balanced and life-enhancing decisions. Stay well, stay faithful,
remain fervent in prayer, and again … thank you for being vessels of God’s goodness through your consistent faithfulness.
Stephen L. Clark, Pastor
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Virtual Coffee Hour: Ginny Jacobs, Majeikas, Currans, Desmonds, Joann
Rudolph, Magyars, Monika Algozino, Barbara Miller, Koldyks, Fairbairns,
Henry Ruppenthal, D’Anticos, Blacks, Emmy Kmet, Davids, Paula Johnson.

Danny Hayman at FB Hymn Sing!

Taken a week or two before the restrictions were put in place
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Some assorted pre-quaranttine
photos from the wonderful Talent
Show, a visit from a new mission
guest Keely Sawyer, a visit from
Alan Jones, and others
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MUSIC PROGRAM
(Editor’s note: This was written in early April)

Dear friends,
I think I’ve heard the term “unprecedented” used in nearly every news broadcast over the past months, and not
in a way any of us would ever have hoped for. I hope and pray that you are all safe and sound, and while I am
incredibly saddened to not be able to gather for worship, especially as we celebrate the Easter season, I am
comforted in the knowledge that God protects us through the “unprecedented” and uses it to bless us in ways
we never expected. One of these blessings has been the online gatherings we have initiated, including our
Wednesday evening Hymn Sing at 7:15 each week on the church’s Facebook page, and our streaming of
Sunday worship on the church website. Though neither of these experiences replaces the nourishment of
gathering in person as a church family, I am deeply grateful we are able to use these forums to stay connected
during this challenging time in our lives, and that we have used this hardship as an opportunity to increase our
church’s online presence and capability.
By now, I am sure you all know that we suffered the sudden loss of Nancy Dickerman at the end of March.
Many of you know that Nancy was the daughter of Greenwood’s first organist, connecting Nancy to our ministry
of music for her entire life. Her immense love for Greenwood Church was clear every time she stepped into the
building, supporting all of our programs and activities and so faithfully serving as a choir member, youth handbell
director, soloist, and flautist, and I know I will never become used to the absence of her strong leadership and
faithful presence in the choir loft. We take great comfort in knowing that Nancy not only now dwells in the
presence of God in heaven, but also is reunited with Dave, and I know our prayers for the Dickerman family will
continue as we await the ability to plan a memorial service once the
current restrictions are lifted.
During this time of uncertainty, there is very little that is “definite,”
which is troubling to those like me who thrive on planning and
organization (albeit a wonderful reminder that we are NEVER “definite”
in our plans, anyway; thank God we are in His hands, not ours!). God
willing, I would like to say that we are as “definite” as we can get that
our Spring Concert scheduled for Sunday, June 7 at 5:00 p.m. will
go on as scheduled! The programming had to be adjusted to
accommodate our constantly-changing regulations; at this point, I will
be performing organ works of Bach, Gigout and others, including many
familiar pieces and a few new favorites. We’ll also have as many of
our soloists as possible performing familiar sacred songs, still to be
determined as the situation progresses. The whole event will be
streamed live on our website, and there will be an opportunity to
contribute to a freewill offering for the Music Fund via our online giving
portal (or by mail, of course).
One of the many reasons I am grateful to serve in music ministry is
that sacred music remains with us wherever we go, offering a
reminder that God is always with us. I pray that this time of separation
would strengthen our appreciation for our ministry of worship and
music, and I pray that you and your family would remain safe, healthy,
and spiritually nourished during this ordeal. See you online – and I
anxiously await seeing you in person again!
Blessings,
/s/ John
John Black, Director of Music and Choirs, Organist
Alexandra Nichols, Music Associate

Editor’s addendum:
Most, if not all, of you know that in addition to the recent passing of Nancy Dickerman, Janet Pisano, and former
member Joan Cilley, we also lost a longtime dear member of our congregation April 22 as Fran Bonn departed this
life. I prefaced the April 26 worship service with the following, as we observed a moment of silence in her memory:
I’m deeply grieved to have to inform you another dear and cherished church member has departed this life. Frances Helen Reed Bonn
unexpectedly and suddenly passed away early Wednesday morning. I just hate that we cannot mourn our loved ones properly during
these quarantine restrictions; unfortunately, with the present restrictions funeral parties are limited to five mourners. A graveside
service was held yesterday with her adult children in attendance; a memorial service will be held here at the church at a later date.
Many of you knew and loved Fran; she and her late husband Jim officially joined the church in 1963 and were actively involved in
many aspects of the church's life and ministry. High school sweethearts; they married May 27, 1950, and eventually became the
parents of five and grandparents of ten. Together they faithfully and lovingly honored their marriage covenant until death did them part
January 21, 2005. I/we can take some comfort in knowing Fran and Jim are now reunited and in the great company of the Church
Triumphant, the church eternal … where Fran has now been received by God, and dwells in His presence forever. The sermon today
is entitled ‘The Saddest Words’… I’d like to recall at this time what poet William Goldsmith Brown calls the Sweetest words: “The
sweetest sounds to mortals given are heard in Mother, Home and Heaven.’ Susan, Nancy, Donald, Steve and Jim, if you’re
watching, let me use these sweetest words to give you this assurance from God: Your Mother is Home in Heaven.”
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STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
COVID19 GCCP Financial Status
Your Stewardship Committee, Investment Committee, and the Church Treasurer were very concerned with the
church’s finances when the stock market went into a slide, the congregation could not meet to worship, and the church
building was struck by lightning. We are happy to report that the finances of the church are presently stable due to the
following actions:
The church’s Memorial and Endowment Fund is invested through UBS. As of this writing, the value of the fund is in
excess of the principal of the fund. We have lost much of our market gain but not the principal of the fund. Also, one of our
investment bonds came due and we now have a source of ready cash in the fund that we can use for expenses into the
summer months.
The church applied for and was granted a loan under the Small Business Administration’s Payroll Protection Plan
Program. The loan is for $47,000. The amount of the loan is based on two months of the church’s payroll with an
allowance for the church to spend up to an additional 25% on fixed costs such as utilities. When the church documents its
actual payroll and fixed expenses, the loan will be forgiven. The church staff members have not been furloughed and are
hard at work supporting the congregation. The church also applied for and was granted a three-month relief of the pastor’s
pension and benefits payments to the Presbyterian Church (USA) Board of Pensions under its COVID 19 Dues Relief
Program. This will be a savings to the church of $2,664.79 per month for April, May, and June.
Envelope giving was 81% in February, 83% in March and we are projecting it to be around 80% in April. Donations to
the church through the mail have been a pleasant surprise. Some members are keeping their giving current, some are
catching up on their giving, and some have prepaid their giving. Recently the church set up an online giving program
through the Presbyterian Foundation. Currently donations can be made to six different funding categories. The church is
charged 2% of the donations by the Presbyterian Foundation as an administrative fee for their services. A tab for this
purpose can be found at gccp.org; also, an app may be downloaded to your phone or computer (see instructions online).
The GCCP checking account balance has floated with expenses and we are currently projecting an April month end
balance of approximately $48,000 which includes the $47,000 PPP loan which has been deposited to our account. The
savings account balance has also floated with expenses and we are projecting a month end balance of approximately
$13,000. The UBS account balance has floated with the market. It was down approximately $40,000 in February and an
additional $79,000 in March. To date in April it has gained about $26,000. The current value of $560,000 is about $35,000
more than the principle of the Memorial and Endowment Fund which is approximately $525,000.
During the month of April, the church has been recovering from lightning damage incurred on Sunday, March 29.
While the total extent of the damage has not been determined, repairs have been made or are in the process of being made
to the organ sound system, the sanctuary sound system, the wireless Internet systems, the elevator and the office copier.
The estimated cost for these repairs is between $8,000 and $10,000. A claim has been filed with Church Mutual Insurance
to recover most of these costs.
Another expense during April has been the procurement of the equipment to live stream church services. Current cost
estimate is approximately $1,400. This effort is presently being supported by the church’s staff using some of their own
equipment. Additional items will be purchased in the future to support live streaming and other electronic improvements
which are under study by your session.
We realize that the above is great deal of information. As a summary may we offer that we have lost some our market
gain balance that we use as operating expenses to meet payroll and expenses. Also, envelope giving has decreased due to
our inability to meet as a congregation. To offset those losses and meet our budget needs, we have received a PPP loan
from the federal government which will be forgiven, a three month relief of payments from the Presbyterian Church (USA)
Board of Pensions, and the expenses incurred from the lightning strike will be covered by our insurance. In short, our
finances are stable until we can meet again.
For the Stewardship Committee

M. Barry Baxter, Treasurer
Dennis Charpentier, Chair and President of the Corporation

MEMBER CARE COMMITTEE
The Member Care Committee hopes everyone is safe, healthy and tolerating this unprecedented period of isolation. We
are all hoping for and anticipating a time when we can all be together again. In this article we will continue with the
thoughts expressed in the March edition of Fisherman’s News, regarding focusing on giving of ourselves not just during
Lent but all year long. Listed below are some suggestions on how we can better apply this focus. Please, let’s follow these
suggestions on how to give ourselves to others during this month:
•

Call Them — It takes very little time and is welcomed by most. A brief phone call to let someone know you are
thinking of them.

•

Eat with Them —This may be a difficult thing to do now, but could also mean bringing them a cooked meal or
volunteering to shop for them.

•

Listen to Them — Listening is incredibly important and often overlooked when connecting with people. Learn to
ask good questions that draw people out. And pay attention when they answer.

Regrettably, the summer picnic is canceled due to the closure of the Masonic Park in Warwick through July. There may be
an opportunity to reschedule, but we have no information at this time. For those who may not be aware, there is a
Facebook Live Hymn Sing every Wednesday night at 7:15 PM. John and Olivia Black have graciously opened their home
and take requests for hymns to be sung, along with Pastor Clark who gives an occasional hymn background story. There
have been quite a few people joining each week and it’s been so wonderful to read all the comments from those who take
part. Please join us!
If anyone needs assistance in any way please call the church office or myself directly at 737-0128. Thank you!
Joan Eichenfeldt, for the Member Care Committee
Harry and Sheila Curran, Cathy Schobel , Sue Desmond, Loretta Nelson, Denise Mair, Linda Martin and Bonnie Readett.
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MISSION COMMITTEE
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING: Since 1949 Presbyterians have joined with millions of other Christians to share God’s love
with our neighbors in need around the world through One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS). Millions of people lack access
to sustainable food sources, clean water, sanitation, education, and opportunity. As highlighted in the Lenten bulletin
inserts, the following three programs supported by OGHS work in different ways to serve individuals and communities in
need. (1) PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE (PDA) works alongside communities as they recover and find hope
after the devastation of natural or human-caused disasters. (2) PRESBYTERIAN HUNGER PROGRAM (PHP) works to
take action to alleviate hunger, care for creation, and address the systemic causes of poverty so all may be fed. (3) SELF
DEVELOPMENT OF PEOPLE (SDP) seeks to invest in communities responding to their experiences of oppression, poverty
and injustice and works to educate Presbyterians about the impact of such issues Whether gifts take the form of immediate
relief to people experiencing crisis or partnerships with communities focused on long-term solutions to chronic problems,
contributions are a powerful, tangible witness to Christ’s healing love. OGHS is the single, largest way that Presbyterians
come together every year to work for a better world! Your Mission Committee will accept gifts to OGHS until May 3, 2020.
Please use the One Great Hour of Sharing Envelope provided in your box of offering envelopes, orthe special on-line One
Great Hour of Sharing designation for your contributions.
SAMARITAN’S PURSE: The Mission Committee would like to introduce our other new mission partner: Samaritan’s Purse is
a nondenominational evangelical Christian organization providing spiritual and physical aid to hurting people around the
world. Since 1970, Samaritan’s Purse has helped meet needs of people who are victims of war, poverty, natural disasters,
disease, and famine with the purpose of sharing God’s love through His Son, Jesus Christ. The organization serves the
church worldwide to promote the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. "Let my heart be broken with the things that break the heart of God."
Bob Pierce wrote these now-famous words in his Bible after visiting suffering children on the Korean island of Koje-do. This
impassioned prayer is what guided him as he founded and led the ministry of Samaritan's Purse in 1970. His mission for
this organization was "to meet emergency needs in crisis areas through existing evangelical mission agencies and national
churches." In the summer of 1973, Bob Pierce met his eventual successor, an adventurous young student named Franklin
Graham with a growing heart for world missions. Intrigued by his many stories from the field, Franklin began to spend more
and more time with the seasoned Christian statesman. In 1975, he accompanied Bob on a life-changing tour of some of
the world's neediest mission fields. Franklin saw the poverty of pagan religions and the utter despair of the people they
enslave. He attests that God had captured his heart for missions.
Samaritan’s Purse offers a wide variety of mission efforts, including our own Operation Christmas Child. From jungles to
deserts, megacities to remote villages, millions of people around the world have yet to hear the life-saving Good News of
Jesus Christ. Samaritan’s Purse delivers Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes to children in some of these communities to
share God’s love even to the ends of the earth. Most recently, to help combat the Corona Virus crisis in Italy, on Tuesday,
March 17, 2020 Samaritan’s Purse airlifted a 68-bed Emergency Field Hospital to Milan, Italy, to provide care for those
sickened by the COVID-19 pandemic. Their DC-8 aircraft carried approximately 20 tons of medical equipment, a
respiratory care unit developed specifically for this response, and 32 disaster relief personnel, including doctors, nurses,
and respiratory specialists, who will stay in country for at least a month.
From our friends Oded and Bimini Cohen in Israel:
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HELLO FROM 29ELEVEN YOUTH MINISTRIES! (Editor’s note: This was written early April.)
First off – THANK YOU!!! Words cannot express our gratitude for you. In such a time of uncertainty
in our world, you blessed our family by joining us for our 8th Annual Talent Show. A special thanks
goes to Loretta Nelson and Cathy Schobel for their decorating talents, and to Krissy Swanson,
Russ and Joann Rudolph, and Marc and Alexis Cobb for preparing the food for Friday and
Saturday night. And words could not express our thanks for Rob and Wendy Petrucci who worked
so hard to make sure that the production not only ran smoothly, but devoted their time and attention
to creating the programs and tickets.
Unfortunately, we were unable to visit Stephen Clark at his church in
Corinth, NY for our Spring Retreat due to the coronavirus
restrictions. While we were disappointed to receive this news, we
know God has a reason for the people He has placed in charge of us,
and the decisions that have been. While we had that setback, it did
not stop our group from gathering (digitally, that is!) We continued to
gather for Sunday School, as well as Sunday Night worship. We also
started a “Quarantine Challenge”, using our Instagram page
(@29Eleven_GCCP). The winner of the challenge each day got a
nice delivery on their front porch.
In this time of technology, it has been a blessing to connect with our
students while still maintaining best social distancing practices. This
time is great practice for all of us to live out that the church is not a
building, but a people!
In Christ,
Matthew Majeika, Director of Young Adult Ministries
mmajeika@gccp.org

(Editor’s note: … and this communication was sent a week or so ago)
Hello 29Eleven Families It's with a heavy heart that I need to share with you some bad news for our Summer Mission trip. While FUGE Camps has
only canceled their June events, our host school, Belmont University, has canceled all summer programs on their campus.
For us, this means that our Mission Trip is canceled for this year. I'm really sad that I have to tell you that ANOTHER thing
is canceled. The Mission Trip this year has been the ONE thing I have been looking forward to as we move towards the
summer, and I've been hoping that this pandemic would be largely past us by that time.
Right now so much is uncertain, but I want you to know that the leaders are all here for you if you need anything. We're
daily praying for you. We're trying to serve you the best we can. We're also trying to stay sane and motivated ourselves.
We're struggling, too. In the short term, we'll still continue out Sunday night virtual gatherings, we'll still do some more fun
Instagram challenges, and I'm almost certain there will be some more prizes to be delivered (stay tuned!!).
I know it's tough to see, but God has a purpose for frustrating our plans. Remember the Israelites, who were wandering in
the desert for YEARS due to their complaining at God - unable to inherit their promised land. Let us remember to give
thanks for what we DO have today instead of complaining about what we don't have. I encourage you to take 1 minute
each day to write / add to a list of things for which you are thankful. Let's make a habit of being thankful, together.
Please let me know if you have some virtual activities or some fun things you want to try in the coming weeks. We're
SUPER flexible and willing to try almost anything, even if it means we need to make a video of Karen getting a pie in the
face :) I miss you guys a ton, and I can't wait to get together again soon. I even miss you making fun of my pointy (actually
not pointy) shoes ...
Hang in there! I'm praying we can all get through this!
Matt
Editor’s addendum: A HUGE note of thanks to Matt Majeika for his
expertise, resourcefulness and general technical wizardry which has
made our live streaming capabilities possible on very short notice,
producing a high quality presentation on a limited budget and manning
the camera each Sunday. Also, as many of you know the Majeika
family puts a high priority on worshiping together as a family, we are
deeply
indebted
to
Matt for sacrificing
that precious time of
worshiping live with his
family in order to
provide
the
means
which enables all of us
to worship live together
during this difficult
time. Thank you, Matt!
AND Corrie!
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NEWS FROM PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
May usually means that it’s time for our Greenwood Community Church Annual May
Breakfast which we’ve – sadly – had to cancel. So instead, this year on Saturday May 2,
we encourage you to gather as a family for breakfast and send prayers to all who would
help with and attend the May Breakfast. Please know we will join together in one year,
Saturday, May 1, 2021 when our May Breakfast will be AMAZING!
We sincerely thank you, our church community, for contributing to and supporting
Presbyterian Women. We, in our Circles, will continue to pray for all of our church members
and friends during this social distancing time.
Hopefully our May Circles, along with our June Gathering - Light Fare set for June 2 at 6:00 p.m., will be able to be held.
Please check with your Circles and watch for messages from church office.
Truly I am looking forward to seeing you all in person as soon as it is deemed safe to do so - with prayers from the
Presbyterian Women for your good health and well-being.
“A circle of strength, founded on faith”
Artena Fairbairn, for Presbyterian Women

More Talent Show pictures!
Another Editor’s addendum: The following poem,
written in 1939, was emailed to me by Antoinette
Snyman near the outset of the quarantine:

HEALING
And the people stayed home.
And read books and listened to music
And they rested and exercised.
And created art and played
And learned new ways to be
And being in stillness.
And heard more deeply
Some meditated
Some of them prayed
Some danced
Some found their own shadow
And people started thinking differently.
And they started to heal.
And in the absence of people living
In an ignorant and dangerous way
No sense and heartless,
Even the Earth began to heal.
And when the danger passed
And people got together again
They cried their dead
And made new choices
Dreamed of new visions
Created new ways to live
And completely healed the Earth...
Just as they had healed themselves.
Kathleen O'Meara
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