
 

 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
March 29, 2020 

Silent prayer for use in preparation for worship: 

God of all goodness, grant us to desire ardently, to seek wisely, to know surely,  
and to accomplish perfectly Your holy will, for the glory of Your name, Amen. 

A prayer of Thomas Aquinas, 1225-1274: 
 

PRELUDE                                                    Ach Herr, mich armen Sünder              Dietrich Buxtehude 
(O Sacred Head, Now Wounded) 

 
*
 
CALL TO WORSHIP/PRAYER OF ADORATION               (from Psalm 63:1-8) 

O God, You are our God, earnestly we seek You; our souls thirst for You, our flesh longs for You, as in a dry 
and weary land where there is no water.  

WE HAVE SEEN YOU IN THE SANCTUARY AND BEHELD YOUR POWER AND GLORY. BECAUSE YOUR LOVE IS BETTER 
THAN LIFE, OUR LIPS WILL GLORIFY YOU.  

We will praise You as long as we live, and in Your name we will lift up our hands. Our souls will be satisfied 
as with the richest of foods; with singing lips our mouths will praise You.  

BECAUSE YOU ARE OUR HELP, WE SING IN THE SHADOW OF YOUR WINGS. OUR SOULS CLING TO YOU;  YOUR RIGHT 
HAND UPHOLDS US. 

 
*HYMN                                                             Beneath the Cross of Jesus        
P RAYER OF CONFESSION (first silently, then in unison): 

WRITE THY BLESSED NAME, O LORD, UPON OUR HEARTS. LET IT REMAIN THERE, SO INDELIBLY ENGRAVED, THAT NO 
PROSPERITY, NO ADVERSITY, SHALL EVER REMOVE US FROM THY LOVE. TOWARD THAT ETERNAL END, O LORD, WASH 
US OF OUR MANY SINS AND FORGIVE US. BE TO US A STRONG TOWER OF DEFENSE, A COMFORTER IN TRIBULATION, A 
DELIVERER IN DISTRESS, A VERY PRESENT HELP IN TROUBLE, AND A GUIDE TO HEAVEN THROUGH THE TEMPTATIONS 
AND DANGERS OF LIFE, AMEN.    A Prayer of Thomas à Kempis, 1380-1471 

A SSURANCE OF PARDON 

* GLORIA PATRI       

S
 

CRIPTURE                                                Selections from II Chronicles 20                 

*HYMN                                                            Now Thank We All Our God    
SERMON                                                              NOT YOUR BATTLE 

This is what the Lord says to you, “Do not be afraid or discouraged … for the battle is not yours, but God’s.” 
II Chronicles 20:15b  

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                       The Apostles’ Creed 
I BELIEVE IN GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY, MAKER OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, AND IN JESUS CHRIST HIS ONLY SON OUR LORD; 

WHO WAS CONCEIVED BY THE HOLY GHOST, BORN OF THE VIRGIN MARY, SUFFERED UNDER PONTIUS PILATE, WAS 
CRUCIFIED, DEAD, AND BURIED.  HE DESCENDED INTO HELL.  THE THIRD DAY HE ROSE AGAIN FROM THE DEAD; HE ASCENDED 
INTO HEAVEN, AND SITTETH ON THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY; FROM THENCE HE SHALL COME TO JUDGE 
THE QUICK AND THE DEAD.  I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY GHOST; THE HOLY CATHOLIC CHURCH; THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS; THE 

FORGIVENESS OF SINS; THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY; AND THE LIFE EVERLASTING.  AMEN  
INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 

The Lord’s Prayer (trespasses)  
OFFERTORY                                        He's Got the Whole World In His Hands                        arr. Margaret Bonds 

*Doxology 
*Prayer of Dedication  

H YMN                                                         Jesus!  What a Friend for Sinners!     

*BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE                                                                    Carillon                       Herbert Murrill 
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II Chronicles 20:1-34 
After this, the Moabites and Ammonites with some of the Meunites came to 
wage war against Jehoshaphat.  Some people came and told Jehoshaphat, 
“A vast army is coming against you from Edom, from the other side of the Dead Sea.  It is 
already in Hazezon Tamar (that is, En Gedi).” 

Alarmed, Jehoshaphat resolved to inquire of the Lord, and he proclaimed a 
fast for all Judah.  The people of Judah came together to seek help from the 
Lord; indeed, they came from every town in Judah to seek Him. 

Then Jehoshaphat stood up in the assembly of Judah and Jerusalem at the 
temple of the Lord in the front of the new courtyard and said: 

“Lord, the God of our ancestors, are You not the God Who is in heaven? You rule over all the 
kingdoms of the nations. Power and might are in Your hand, and no one can withstand You.  
Our God, did You not drive out the inhabitants of this land before Your people Israel and give 
it forever to the descendants of Abraham Your friend?  They have lived in it and have built in it 
a sanctuary for Your Name, saying, ‘If calamity comes upon us, whether the sword of 
judgment, or plague or famine, we will stand in Your presence before this temple that bears 
Your Name and will cry out to You in our distress, and You will hear us and save us. But now 
here are men from Ammon, Moab and Mount Seir, whose territory You would not allow Israel 
to invade when they came from Egypt; so they turned away from them and did not destroy 
them.  See how they are repaying us by coming to drive us out of the possession You gave us 
as an inheritance. Our God, will You not judge them? For we have no power to face this vast 
army that is attacking us. We do not know what to do, but our eyes are on You.” 

All the men of Judah, with their wives and children and little ones, stood there 
before the Lord.  Then the Spirit of the Lord came on Jahaziel son of 
Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a 
Levite and descendant of Asaph, as he stood in the assembly. He said:  

“Listen, King Jehoshaphat and all who live in Judah and Jerusalem! This is what the Lord says 
to you: ‘Do not be afraid or discouraged because of this vast army.  For the battle is not yours, 
but God’s.  Tomorrow march down against them.  They will be climbing up by the Pass of Ziz, 
and you will find them at the end of the gorge in the Desert of Jeruel.  You will not have to fight 
this battle.  Take up your positions; stand firm and see the deliverance the Lord will give you, 
Judah and Jerusalem.  Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.  Go out to face them 
tomorrow, and the Lord will be with you.’ 

Jehoshaphat bowed down with his face to the ground, and all the people of 
Judah and Jerusalem fell down in worship before the Lord.  Then some 
Levites from the Kohathites and Korahites stood up and praised the Lord, the 
God of Israel, with a very loud voice. 

Early in the morning they left for the Desert of Tekoa.  As they set out, 
Jehoshaphat stood and said, “Listen to me, Judah and people of Jerusalem!  Have faith 
in the Lord your God and you will be upheld; have faith in His prophets and you will be 
successful.”  After consulting the people, Jehoshaphat appointed men to sing to 

the Lord and to praise Him for the splendor of His holiness as they went out 
at the head of the army, saying: “Give thanks to the Lord, for His love endures forever.” 

As they began to sing and praise, the Lord set ambushes against the men of 
Ammon and Moab and Mount Seir who were invading Judah, and they were 
defeated.  The Ammonites and Moabites rose up against the men from 
Mount Seir to destroy and annihilate them.  After they finished slaughtering 
the men from Seir, they helped to destroy one another. 

When the men of Judah came to the place that overlooks the desert and 
looked toward the vast army, they saw only dead bodies lying on the ground; 
no one had escaped.  So Jehoshaphat and his men went to carry off their 
plunder, and they found among them a great amount of equipment and 
clothing and also articles of value — more than they could take away.  There 
was so much plunder that it took three days to collect it.  On the fourth day 
they assembled in the Valley of Berakah, where they praised the Lord. This 
is why it is called the Valley of Berakah to this day. 

Then, led by Jehoshaphat, all the men of Judah and Jerusalem returned 
joyfully to Jerusalem, for the Lord had given them cause to rejoice over their 
enemies.  They entered Jerusalem and went to the temple of the Lord with 
harps and lyres and trumpets. 

The fear of God came on all the surrounding kingdoms when they heard how 
the Lord had fought against the enemies of Israel. And the kingdom of 
Jehoshaphat was at peace, for his God had given him reston every side. 

So Jehoshaphat reigned over Judah.  He was thirty-five years old when he 
became king of Judah, and he reigned in Jerusalem twenty-five years.  His 
mother’s name was Azubah daughter of Shilhi.  He followed the ways of his 
father Asa and did not stray from them; he did what was right in the eyes of 
the Lord.  The high places, however, were not removed, and the people still 
had not set their hearts on the God of their ancestors. 

The other events of Jehoshaphat’s reign, from beginning to end, are written 
in the annals of Jehu son of Hanani, which are recorded in the book of the 
kings of Israel. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 

THANKS BE TO GOD 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread  and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen. 

 



 
 GREENWOOD COMMUNITY CHURCH 

Presbyterian 
Warwick, Rhode Island 

March 29, 2020 
WE WELCOME ALL who are worshipping with us today via this online 

Service of Worship.  This is brand new territory for us, so please be patient 
as we learn how to better “do” this and as we uncover and correct the 

inevitable technical glitches of this work in progress.  We are most grateful 
for the technical expertise, time and services of our Director of Young Adult 
Ministries, Matthew Majeika who did so very much to make this possible on 
short notice.  A special word of welcome is extended to any who are visiting 

with us on line this morning…whether you are visiting us for an hour or 
looking for a new church home, welcome to our fellowship.  

 
 
AN EXCERPT FROM THE MARCH 18 CONGREGATIONAL LETTER,  “This is uncharted 
territory for all of us, and we are scrambling to adjust, adapt and do what is best; I think I'm 
correct in saying this level of crisis response is unprecedented in all our lifetimes.  It pains me 
to ever have to cancel a public worship service … and other valued fellowship activities of our 
congregation.  As mentioned last Sunday, I take to heart Hebrews 10:24-25 and see it as a 
divine directive/mandate: "Let us consider how we may spur one another on to love and good 
deeds. LET US NOT GIVE UP MEETING TOGETHER, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us 
encourage one another."  Early Christians risked their very lives to be faithful to this mandate 
as they would gather in secret to worship.  However, not only are we now legally obligated to 
comply, it is clear to me for various reasons (as it wasn't even less than a week ago) this is a 
serious crisis potentially jeopardizing the welfare of our congregation and community.” 

As we continue to adjust, adapt and do what is best during this difficult 
time, please know a number of things continue in the works, including (as 
mentioned above) working to provide a quality presentation for this on line 
streaming of our worship service. Also, the midweek Hymn Sing hosted by 
John & Olivia Black via Facebook Live the past two Wednesdays has been a 
wonderfully refreshing and even moving experience, with over fifty tuning in 
locally as well as from out of state.  Log on Wednesday at 7:00 PM! 

Following the offertory this morning we will be dedicating tithes and 
offerings we have received via mail; THANK YOU to all who have remained 
constant in your financial support of the Greenwood Community Church 
during this time of economic hardship for many of you and when we are 
unable to meet together as a congregation.  Some have given by utilizing 
“Bill Pay” options offered by most banks, others have mailed or dropped 
off donations to the church office, and an option for on line giving via a 
service provided by the Presbyterian Foundation is in the works and should 
be up and running very soon.  We’ll keep you posted as things develop. 
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