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FEBRUARY 2020
Dear Members and Friends,
I write four days after the 76th Annual Meeting of the Congregation/Corporation of the Greenwood Community
Church, Presbyterian (THANK YOU to all who worked so hard to prepare AND to the many who so faithfully attended!), and
about twenty minutes after having completing the editing and review of the pages within. As I wrote in the
2019 Annual Report, “In your hands is the annual record of the news, accomplishments and other happenings of yet another year
reflecting Christian growth, inspirational worship, financial stability, energetic ministries to all ages, visionary mission-mindedness,
compassionate concern, mutually supportive cross-generational interaction, community engagement and all-around vitality continues
unabated at Greenwood into our 76th year!” I’m delighted the Nominating Committee was able to readily secure
conscientious, selfless and gifted candidates to fill all the vacancies in office, including first-time officers (all but
one are relatively new Greenwood members!) Matthew Majeika (Elder), Cheryl Bowser, Vera Koldyk, Louis
Messier, Barbara Miller and Nancy Sumrall (Deacons). Welcome!
Some may remember 2018 made for an interesting Lenten season as Ash
Wednesday fell on Valentine’s Day and Easter on April Fool’s Day! That doesn’t
happen in 2020, but Ash Wednesday and Valentine’s Day do fall within this same
month, which is wonderfully appropriate as both are, at root, celebrations of love. As
1 John 4:8 tells us, God IS love, so understanding and appreciating genuine love
helps us better understand and appreciate the nature of God. The English language
has only one word for LOVE and all its varied nuances; the ancient Greeks had four:
EROS, STORGE, PHILEO, and AGAPE. (I recommend C.S. Lewis’ classic book on this subject
entitled The Four Loves.) Briefly, EROS (from which we derive “erotic”) is the love of romance,
passion, desire. STORGE (STOR-gay), is the love of affection. PHILEO (phil-EH-oh. from which the City of Brotherly Love,
Philadelphia, derives its name) is the love of close friendship, camaraderie, fellowship. AGAPE (ah-GAH-pay) carries
the higher nuance of a selfless, giving, even sacrificial love not bound to emotional and/or familial ties and/or
desire; it is the word used most frequently in the New Testament to describe the love of God, the love so
prominently displayed in our Lord’s Passion we commemorate during Lent. Also translated as “charity,” AGAPE
is the original word used throughout I Corinthians 13, the Love chapter. In the earliest days of the church the
Agape Feast was a sharing of food at a common meal as a celebration of this love they shared in Christ; it
was the original church “pot luck” supper. We hope you can join us for our celebrations of love this February:
Our Agape Feast February 9 (see page 6!) and our Ash Wednesday Service of Worship February 26
Stephen L. Clark, Pastor
Below: Steve’s proposal, taken by a hidden friend
Left: at Mr. & Mrs. John Black’s reception
Middle left: Nancy Dickerman and grandchildren

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL
(This was inadvertently and unfortunately omitted from the 2019 Annual Reports booklet, so I include it here – ed.)
The Sunday School program of Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian is a vibrant ministry to our next generation
of believers. Our classrooms are staffed by enthusiastic volunteers who faithfully prepare lessons, bulletin boards and
craft activities for their students. They consistently serve as role models for the children of our church as they grow from
infancy through their teen years. Our Sunday School rolls include sixty-six students, with 30-40 attending each week.
An important part of our Sunday School program is our Worship Time. We begin our Sunday School sessions each week
with a fifteen minute Worship Time. Students in grades 6-12 gather to pray with their leaders. The younger students
meet in the Kindergarten classroom to sing (accompanied by Kitty Channell on the piano), pray and hear a brief message.
After worship, the children are excused to their age-based classrooms where they have their lessons and activities. In
September, our Pre-K class (3-4 year olds) combined with the Kindergarten class (5 year olds) and met on the first floor.
The third floor has classrooms for grades 1-2 and 3-5. Grades Pre-K through Grade 5 use curriculum materials from the
David C. Cook company. Grades 6-8 make up the Jr. High class and meet with Grades 9-12 in the 29Eleven room to
study a curriculum based on the Heidelberg Catechism.
Most of our Sunday School teachers have been teaching several years. We appreciate the ongoing commitment of
Cheryl Bowser, Claudette Pailin, Brandon Phillips, Olivia Vicente, Angie D’Albora, Jay David, Vera Koldyk,
Kristine Swanson, Alexis Cobb, Lisa David, Jonathan Farnsworth, Sherry Phillips, Eric McNeely, Cynthia Pisano,
Matthew and Corrie Majeika … and until last summer, Stephen Clark.
We were blessed to add Matthew Majeika to our staff this summer as Director of Young Adult Ministries. Matthew
and his wife Corrie had been actively involved with the youth this year and provided a seamless transition when Ministry
Intern Stephen Clark completed his work at Greenwood.
The Sunday School has many Mission Projects throughout the year. During Lent, we collected different coins each
week and were able to donate $1,395.38 to Heifer International. We are grateful to the Mission Committee for adding to
our Heifer donation. In October, two Bake Sales were held to raise $447 for the Serving Orphans Worldwide program.
During the winter months, our congregation generously provided mittens, scarves and hats for our “Mitten Tree” project.
These items were donated to Project Outreach at Open Table of Christ Church in Providence to bring comfort to needy
members of that community.
The Sunday School students participated frequently in church services in the sanctuary. They walked with Hannah the
Donkey in our Palm Sunday procession. On Youth Sunday in May, the students sang and read scripture verses.
Graduating seniors Luke Donovan and Faith Ruhren each gave moving testimonials, and our departing Ministry Intern,
Stephen Clark, delivered an inspiring message The children sang songs with Pastor Clark on Rally Day in September.
On Christian Education Sunday October 22, third graders Amber Jones and Jayden Melise received Bibles from our
church, and Director of Young Adult Ministries Matthew Majeika provided excellent pulpit supply. During the Hanging of
the Greens service December 1, the children helped decorate the sanctuary for the Advent season; the younger children
carried forward the figures of the crèche and the older students placed the wreaths on the windows. December 22 the
children presented their annual Christmas Tableau, written and directed by Angie D’Albora.
All grade levels were able to take part in this year’s Christmas Pageant on December 7. After the production, a delicious
pasta dinner, catered by Rigatoni’s Family restaurant, was enjoyed by all. Many thanks to Lisa David, Ginny Jacobs and
John Black for making this program happen. The pageant was followed by approximately fifty of all ages boarding a
school bus and cars to go caroling to shut-in members of our congregation.
We are grateful to all the teachers and volunteers who keep faith alive by ministering to the young members of our
congregation.
Respectfully submitted,
/s/ Joann Rudolph and Kristine Swanson
Co-Superintendents of the Sunday School
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE
We would like to extend our sincere thanks to all teachers and volunteers who assisted in making the
weekly Advent celebrations so special. It is our hope that making Advent wreaths, lighting the
Advent candles in Sunday School, helping with the Hanging of the Greens, caroling and
playing roles in the pageant and tableau in December all helped bring to our students a
better understanding of the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ.
Thank you to all who helped decorate the Sunday School Mitten Tree! A big THANK YOU is
extended to Kitty Channel for delivering 33 mittens, 6-scarves and 22 hats to Project
Outreach at Open Table of Christ Church in Providence. Everything was greatly appreciated.
We are getting ready for the NINTH ANNUAL TALENT SHOW to benefit the
annual summer mission trip of the 29Eleven Youth Fellowship!
TRYOUTS will be SUNDAY MARCH 1, 12:00 Noon (just after the 10:30 service
of worship) in the 29Eleven Room.
DRESS REHEARSAL - SUNDAY MARCH
8, 4:00 p.m. TALENT SHOW DATES: FRIDAY MARCH 13, 6:00 P.M. & SATURDAY
MARCH 14, 5:00 P.M. (Dinner is provided both nights). Tickets are $10.00 each
night, or a combo ticket for both performances can be purchased for $15.00.
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 29, 7-9 PM -- Join us for a special Leap Day movie
showing of Overcomer, another inspiring movie by the Kendrick brothers. The
Kendrick brothers have released many powerful, faith inspired movies, two which
were previously shown at Greenwood (War Room and Facing the Giants).
From the description on the movie jacket, "Filled with a powerful mix of faith, a
twist of humor, and a ton of heart, Overcomer is sure to please any crowd." The
movie is appropriate for most, although younger children may miss some of the
movie's meaning and may be disturbed by hospital scenes and scenes of
emotional distress. We will provide comfy seating, popcorn, drinks, the big
screen and child care for small children. Join us for this free church event and
invite friends and neighbors!
NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR OF FAMILY MINISTRIES:
Calling All Youth Grades 2-6 !!
You are invited to King’s Kids!
Sundays, 5:00-7:00
All children sixth grade and younger are encouraged to join us and bring a friend!
We will have our annual Valentine’s Dance Sunday February 16! Oh, and
“Operation Christmas Child” was a big success … thanks to all the donations from
King’s Kids and the congregation, we completed and sent off eighty gift boxes.
Join our Facebook page “KING’S KIDS GREENWOOD” for more details of our ministry
and for all the updates.
PARENT CAFÉ – We continue our “Parent Café“ 9:00 a.m.
Sundays in Fellowship Hall. Parents, grandparents and /or
any caregivers are welcome to join us for coffee and
discussion while your children are at Sunday School, Come to
share and discuss what has worked and not worked for you, or
you may just come for some encouraging words and Bible verses to help equip you for the
week. The Bible and materials from FOCUS ON THE FAMILY provide our curriculum.
Parents, bring your children to spend a fun Friday
with us from 6:00–9:00 p.m. the first Friday of
each month! We enjoy fellowship, games, movies
and fun together! The program is directed by
DFM Virginia Jacobs who is assisted by other
adults and teens from 29Eleven who have
completed Child Protection training. Drop the kids
off and head to a movie, dinner or just a little quiet time knowing the
kids are having a great time!
FAMILY FOCUS 5:30-7:00PM (OR WHENEVER YOU CAN ARRIVE!) -- We supply the food and
inspirational program and/or other discussion topics (sneak preview: Wednesday March 4 will
begin a weekly Lenten Bible Study led by Pastor Clark through Holy Week). This is for everyone (and
anyone who needs a midweek pick-me-up) to come, eat, relax, hear some inspiring
words and enjoy good company! We supply a light dinner, then whisk your children off
to play and/or do homework. This is a great opportunity for mid – week fellowship for all.
We are done before choir rehearsal, so all choir members are welcome to join us as well!
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29ELEVEN YOUTH MINISTRIES
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.
The old has passed away; behold the new has come.” - II Corinthians 5:17
Many times, winter is a hard time. With the cold weather and fewer hours of sun, we can
find it hard to find joy in the moment. It’s easy to look forward to the spring where all things
are colorful and life starts anew. We are reminded in Paul’s letter to the Corinthians that
we can find beauty in all seasons of our lives. In the cold of the winter, we are able to
breathe in the frigid air, look out in wonder at the glistening snowfall, and listen to the sound
of a crackling fireplace. There’s beauty everywhere if we simply step back from our busy
lives and take a look.
January was a relatively quiet month. It was a nice and much needed rest from our
overbooked holiday season. Everybody tends to take a few weeks to settle back into his
or her routine after the busy holidays. We are continuing to learn and relearn God’s
promises for us in “The Thread” series during our Sunday night gatherings. We spent
some time together studying for the midterm exams. At the time of this writing we are
also looking to connect as a family with a Winter Lock-In January 31. A HUGE shoutout to all the adult leaders – Karen Lockhart, Cindy Pisano, and Brandon Phillips – who
have signed on to help and to survive this overnight extravaganza with me.
We are especially looking forward to the Summer Mission Trip this year and have already placed our initial
deposit! We are encouraged by your continued financial and prayerful support – this trip is a life-changing
experience for many, and it would not be possible without you.
Respectfully submitted,
Matthew Majeika, Director of Young Adult Ministries (mmajeika@gccp.org)

MUSIC PROGRAM
Dear friends,
As the years go by, I am not sure how much I will remember about January 11, 2020, but there are some
things I am certain I will never forget. I know the image of the sanctuary doors opening, revealing the first
glimpse of my beautiful bride will be forever etched in my memory. I know the feeling of
immense joy brought on by the gathering of cherished friends and family will be rekindled in
every reminiscence of our wedding day. And I know that Olivia and I will never, ever forget
the way in which this church has wrapped its arms around us over the years, encouraging us
through our courtship, celebrating with us at our engagement, giving Olivia a beautiful
surprise bridal shower, and through the planning, preparation and day of our wedding,
constantly reminding us that the prayers, well-wishes and joy of the congregation were with
us every step of the way. I don’t know if you will ever fully know how much this has meant to
us, but I do hope you know how humbled and grateful we are to be part of this church family.
Many of you know that our honeymoon trip (which necessitated a rare Sunday away from the organ console for
me, during which Music Associate Alexandra Nichols did a phenomenal job leading the day’s music!) brought
us to New York City for nearly an entire week. Staying in a (comically) small but quaint hotel in Manhattan, we
immensely enjoyed taking in tourist destinations and, of course, the wide realm of music offered in the city. We
had a wonderful time hearing the New York Philharmonic, seeing an
opera at The Met, and visiting churches around the city. It’s rare that I
have an opportunity to experience worship from the pews, and
attending several beautiful services with inspirational music throughout
the week was a highlight of our trip. In particular, it was tremendously
moving to sit at Saint Thomas Church, hear the large pipe organ commence the opening hymn with a grand
fanfare, and sing with the leadership of their renowned men and boys choir.
I don’t know how visible this is, but I experience great joy in leading our music in worship
each week, and I am so very grateful for our Chancel Choir members bringing such great
talent and energy to their role as worship leaders. In particular, I take delight in adding
special accompaniment, choral parts, descants and other touches to our hymns, so that
these already special pieces of sacred music may be as inspirational as possible. In New
York, I was very pleased to experience this from “the other side,” sitting in the pews and
joining my voice along the other worshippers gathered with the most inspirational
accompaniment and leadership.
Through all that we do in our ministry of music, our goal is to facilitate the most inspirational worship
experience possible. I hope we are successful in this, and I hope that knowing our intention bolsters your
appreciation of the worship services we enjoy together at Greenwood. I certainly know how grateful I am to be
part of a community of faith that raises our voices together so beautifully.
Thank you for being a church that loves, sings, and worships together so heartily!
Blessings,
/s/ John
John Black, Director of Music and Choirs, Organist
Alexandra Nichols, Music Associate
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WORSHIP COMMITTEE
As we make plans for 2020 we are provided with wonderful opportunities to
reaffirm our faith, serve the Lord, and deepen our commitment to Christ. As we
begin February, we acknowledge Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent, a time of
reflection and penitence leading up to Easter Sunday. Each Christian is
reminded of Geneses 3:19 - “ For dust you are and to dust you shall return.” We
encourage you to express your love in February through the act of serving the
Lord by assisting worship as a Lector, Greeter or an Acolyte. When you
volunteer, you will receive an opportunity of knowing, meeting, greeting and sharing the love of
Christ with our entire worship family and witness our Greenwood Church families flourish.
There is no experience necessary to serve the Lord through worship. Training is available for all
who are interested in serving. Please feel free to give me a call at my home so we can discuss
your interest in serving the Lord through worship. We are truly blessed and thank all our new and
regular volunteers for their dedicated and continued support in serving our Lord. Worship
schedules are posted in Fellowship Hall and we encourage all to continue to sign up to serve the
Lord in this manner. I thank all our Deacons and Elders and ask that they continue to volunteer
and sign up to serve the sacraments of Communion, honoring our Heavenly Father.
Our Worship Committee meets weekly before and after the Sunday services, so if you have any
suggestions and/or comments, Don and I would like to hear from you. During the month of
February, let us make a special commitment to express our love for Christ be being a faithful
servant through our words and our actions. May the peace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, always be
with you and your loved ones. See you Sunday!
Sincerely in Christ, and for the Worship Committee
Wayne A. Meunier
Don Sorgel, Chairman

MISSION COMMITTEE
The Greenwood Community Church Mission
Committee would like to introduce our newest
mission partner we’ve been asked to support; after
meeting with her last November we were favorably
impressed and later voted to approve helping with her financial and prayer support. Keely Sawyer is an
energetic and contagiously enthusiastic young woman serving in the Lifelines ministry; Lifelines is a network
of Campus Crusade for Christ (Cru), an interdenominational Christian ministry with a presence on more than
1,100 college campuses in the United States. Through hiking, mountaineering, backpacking, canoeing, ice
climbing and other wilderness outdoor activities, Lifelines works to fulfill their purpose, as expressed on their
website: www.lifelinesoutdoors.com “Our purpose is to use the outdoors to help people grow in relationship with God, in
relationships with each other, in character and in leadership. Our main audience is college students, although we also serve high
school students, faculty, and fellow Cru staff members.”
Keely writes:
“College can be a challenging time period when students are on their own for the first time and taking steps toward building their
adult lives. It is also a key time spiritually, when faith and God are explored and seriously considered. Participating in campus
ministry during my undergraduate years at Ithaca College, Cru’s ministry helped the gospel become more real to me. I learned
how to talk about Jesus with others and saw the importance of Christians working together to love others and explain who Jesus
is and why He matters. The intimacy with Jesus that resulted gave me enthusiasm to see the same happen in other students’
lives and led to my decision to join staff just over five years ago.
I currently have two ministry responsibilities. (1) I work with an online tool used by Cru and other ministry organizations helping
over six thousand missionaries develop their ministry teams by helping track funding and organize contact information for
various tasks, such as sending prayer and information updates. My job is to answer technical questions and train people in the
software’s use. I am thankful for the opportunity to use my communication skills to resource the ministries of many! (2) I also
serve on the Northeast Team of Lifelines, the Outdoor and Experiential Learning Ministry of Cru. Our mission is to use the
outdoor environment to develop young people in leadership and character, and to bring them into grace and truth relationships
with themselves, others and God. It’s a joy to be part of students' lives as they establish themselves as adults and prepare for
the future. I am thankful to partner with you to serve missionaries nationally and globally, and students on campus locally as we
work together to introduce students to Jesus, build their relationship with Him, and send students into their post-grad lives ready
and excited to share Jesus with others.”
Keely serves mostly in the Portland, Maine area. We are in the process of setting up a date for her to formally
visit with everyone at Greenwood real soon.
Respectfully submitted,
/S/ Sam Koldyk
Mission Committee Chair
Committee Members: Emmy Kmet, Jonathan Farnsworth and Wilma Swanson
-5-

MEMBER CARE COMMITTEE
SAVE THE DATE! SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9, join us for potluck luncheon. It’s just before Valentine’s Day, so our
theme will be love, AGAPE; and we suggest bringing a dish that reminds you of a special person in your life,
bringing his/her favorite treat or using a recipe you got from that special person. We’ll have paper available so
anyone who wants can write a few words about why this is a favorite dish and who it reminds you of. We first
did this ten years ago; the following notes received were reprinted in the March 2010 Fishermen’s News:
A special night, a special man, a special restaurant, my first
Shrimp Scampi -- I hope you enjoy my version. Nancy Allen
Growing up on the family MacLean farm in Elgin, Nova Scotia,
my mother was introduced to many Scottish recipes that were
said “to put meat on your bones.” One favorite Aunt Lizzie
shared with her was “Meat Soup” or Scottish Broth. She made
it often as I was growing up and for my family also. I make it
the same way, but I’m told “It’s good, mom, but not as good as
Grat’s!” My mother was very special to my girls. Peg Phillips
Baked beans were one of my father’s favorite foods; a special
treat for breakfast! And I remember my nana Parsons making
homemade beans for ham and bean suppers at Greenwood.
These olives are served in the memory of the Rev. Dr. Ted
Lilley, who entertained countless children with his disappearing
olive trick. Dr.Lilley would have loved the idea of an Agape
luncheon! Elaine Magyar
This jello salad has been a favorite in our family for decades
and is made in loving memory of Vivian Munday, Sue’s mom
and the source of the recipe whose 95th birthday would have
been today. Happy Valentines Day, the Desmonds.
Connecticut Beef Supper: This dish reminds us of our grandmother, mother, wife and friend! We share it with love, because that’s how Grandma
did everything, especially cooking! We love you, Grandma Constance Evelyn Pearson! Love, the Pearsons, McNeelys and Rueggs.
Aunt Jane’s Cowboy Cookies: These hearty cookies made with oatmeal, raisins, chocolate chips and walnuts have been a favorite in my family for
many years. My sister, Jane (Capaldi) Watson, is a former member of this church. Joann Rudolph
I remember helping my mother bake cookies. I have fond memories of making cutout cookies with my children and grandchildren. We still get
together to bake on special holidays. I have over 100 cookie cutters for all occasions. Betty Mason.
Stuffed Cabbage Leaves (Holubky) Honoring my parents and both sides of grandparents for our Slovak heritage. Cabbage, pork, beef, rice,
onion, sauerkraut, tomato soup. Emmy Kmet
Kibbe (Kib-buh), or Syrian meatloaf. Contains pine nuts, bulgar wheat, ground beef, allspice and onions. My grandmother always made it when I
was a kid – it is served with yogurt and rice with orzo (white casserole) – Jay David
Red Earth Cake: This recipe started with my Grandmother and her church friends. It quickly became a family favorite. Until moving to Rhode
Island, I made this every year for Sis’s birthday (February 22). Happy Birthday, Lynette! Kathy Hart
Mom’s / Grandmom’s Chicken-n-Cheese Casserole (chicken breasts with soup stock, Velveeta, broccoli, cauliflower, onion; best served over rice).
Prepared for just about every church potluck and many family holiday meals during Pastor Clark’s childhood and young adult years.
I made meatballs because every time I make them it brings me back to when I was growing up. Every Sunday after church we had meatballs and
spaghetti. My parents always thought of each other before themselves, which is probably why they were married so long. Either one of them would
cook giving the other one a chance to relax. We knew if the meatballs were soft my father had done the cooking, making the meatballs the way my
mother liked them. If the meat balls were hard we knew my mother did the cooking, because she made them the way he liked them. That
explains a lot about why I am the way I am. It was the gift that kept giving because every time I make meatballs I think of them and my great
childhood, I was so lucky!! Virginia Jacobs

We hope you will also try to participate in other coming events, such as the Movie Night February 29, the
Talent Show March 14 and 15, Sunday worship and maybe a Wednesday Night Dinner!
From time to time, Member Care will use this space to try to provide information about “how things work” here
at Greenwood. This month I’d like to call attention to the Chancel Flowers, a service coordinated by our
Board of Deacons. Flowers may be donated by members of the congregation in memory or honor of a loved
one. There is a sign-up chart on the south bulletin board of Fellowship Hall.
Two people may sign up per Sunday, each contributing flowers for one of the
two chancel vases at a cost of $15 each. Occasionally, the same person signs
up for both on a single Sunday. If you have contributed flowers, we thank you!
Others are encouraged to do so; you can simply sign the available date on the
Flower Chart. Flower Donation forms are available for you to fill out and place
back in the envelope provided; please include your name, phone, the wording
for the dedication you would like to have included in the worship bulletin insert,
and whether you desire to take the flowers home after worship or have a
deacon deliver the bouquet(s) to one of our shut-ins and/or persons of concern.
A deacon from the Flower Committee may call to verify wording and/or delivery options. Please put your
payment for the flowers in a marked envelope or on a check (written to Greenwood Community Church with memo
indicating “Chancel Flowers”) and place it in the offering plate or deliver it to the church office.
On behalf of everyone who enjoys the flowers on Sunday morning, as well as the shut-ins and persons of
concern who get a visit and a bouquet, we thank you.
Elaine Magyar, for the Member Care Committee
Joan Eichenfeldt, Harry and Sheila Curran, Sue Desmond, Linda Martin, Loretta Nelson, Joan-Sandra
McKnight, Bonnie Readett, Cathy Schobel, and Betty Stacey
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STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
My GPS has a setting called “the fastest route.” I sometimes question the algorithms of this electronic map.
Under “the fastest route” setting, the device selects a route that may be faster by the clock but only because
you can travel over a longer route at a higher posted speed. I find that this
does not always get you to your destination quicker, but also leads to additional
stress while bypassing the scenic route that albeit two minutes slower is
shorter, more relaxing, and more enjoyable to drive. The alternate route can
also bring you to places and directions you might not have planned for yourself.
Sometimes it pays to be patient.
Using a GPS device also requires that a driver still know the route. Blindly
following the directions of electronic circuits and a constantly “recalculating”
black box can lead one to become mindlessly dependent. I once came to the end of a road where “Miles,” the
pet name for our GPS voice, instructed me to “go cross country.” Common sense that told me that crossing the
active runway on a military base was not the best choice. Sometimes you have to make choices.
While cruising the interstate, my wife Pat and I often remark that “Miles” does not seem to labor at his job. We
often get commands like, “Drive four hundred and ninety miles on the current road.” What! You’ll have nothing
to say between here and there. I can picture Miles in his smoking jacket before a crackling fire in his den with a
snifter of brandy in his hand. Is he really looking out for me? Maybe I should have more faith.
A GPS provides information about directions and turns needed as you drive to your destination. The
commands given are often “correct” but as it is with cruise control, the driver must still drive the car. We can
listen to the directions, but the driver has the duty to keep the occupants of the vehicle safe. The driver always
must be prepared. The lessons here are: be patient, have faith, yet be prepared.
These same precepts apply to managing the church’s finances. Your Stewardship committee is charged with
steering the financial dealings of the church. The congregation donates toward the operating expenses
through weekly contributions. Investments provide additional income as
dividends from our endowment fund. T-Mobile pays a rental fee for the
antenna located in our steeple. The management of these funds is the
obligation of the Stewardship Committee under the authority of your session.
Decisions must be made; the committee needs to have faith that the Lord
guides us in our decision making and this vigilance keeps us prepared.
In this new year, we thank you for your generous pledges in support of the
church’s operating budget. As you realize, the expenses of the church are not
stagnant. The congregation has responded to the Stewardship campaign by
pledging generously toward our operating expenses and the 75th Anniversary
Capital Campaign. Thank you for your patience, your faith, and your
willingness in keeping our congregation prepared.
Reminder: The 2020 Per Capita recommended donation in the Presbytery of Southern New England is $50.05
per individual church member, of which $8.95 is designated for the General Assembly of the PC(USA), $4.10
for the Synod of the Northeast, and $37.00 for the Presbytery. Donations may be made in their entirety or in
separate smaller payments throughout the year.
Respectfully submitted for the Stewardship Committee,
Dennis Charpentier
Committee members: Eric Robinson, Dennis Charpentier, Barbara Miller, Jeffrey Black, Jeffrey Plouffe, M. Barry Baxter (chair)

Sherry Phillips 2/1
Donald Baker 2/2
Abigail Porcaro 2/4
Patricia Charpentier 2/5
Cathy Schobel 2/7
Fred Fairbairn Summers 2/8

Richard Arling 2/11
Nancy Dickerman 2/11
Hannah Clark 2/12
Jay Martins 2/12
Deb Burrows 2/13
Andrea Souza 2/13
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Amanda David 2/16
Darlene Manson 2/5
Helen Hausman 2/17
Katie Demers 2/20
Elaine Magyar 2/21
Mandy-Lynn Phillips 2/27

NEWS FROM THE PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
2020 has begun anew helping us ‘leap’ in to February with the many Circle meetings giving us
opportunities to share our faith and friendship, opportunities to help others with Picasso Quilters
by making sleeping bags, and the start of “Gifts of the Heart” Health kit collections as well as
adding to our ‘collection boxes’. We sure would love to have you join us whenever you are
able to share faith, fellowship, and friendship as we work together to support local and world
missions. Do watch (and plan) for the Spring Gathering March 31, which is early this year due
to Holy Week, and (of course!) our May Breakfast May 2 among other Circle activities.
As we ‘leap’ into this month of love we also ask that you begin to save your ½ gallon
cardboard cartons from cold beverages for use in May Baskets. Please be sure that the
cartons are thoroughly cleaned and dried before leaving on the table outside the
Fellowship Hall. If you have any questions regarding this process please contact myself
or Lynda Baker. We are grateful to all in our church family who continue to support
Presbyterian Women. We appreciate you!
“The year ahead is empty, Help us fill it with good things; Each new day filled with joy and happiness it brings!”
“A circle of strength, founded on faith”

G G G Artena Fairbairn for Presbyterian Women G G G
AN UPDATE FROM PICASSO QUILTERS CIRCLE VII: Picasso Quilters is pleased to let you
know that we have completed 905 sleeping bags towards our goal of making and
distributing one thousand. Thank you to all of you who during the past ten years have
supplied us with the materials we need to accomplish our goal. Right now we are in pretty
good shape with supplies, but always can use more blankets, mattress pads, and
comforters for the filling of the sleeping bags.
I also am writing to ask if you could help with the actual making of these sleeping bags.
Recently, some of our longtime members have had to "retire" from the group and we
could really use your help. If you can give two hours of your time to work on any or even
all of the following Tuesdays 1 p.m. until 3 p.m. in Fellowship Hall, we'd love to welcome
you: February 4 & 18 , March 17, April 7 & 21, May 19, June 23 & 30. Sewing skills are
not necessary. However, if you do sew and Tuesdays are not good for you, several of
the tasks necessary to complete our sleeping bags can be done at home.
Thank you again for making it possible for us to be able to complete 9/10ths of the number of sleeping bags
we're aiming for. I hope you can help us to achieve our goal of one thousand. Call me at (401) 647-7034 or
email Sandy Olson at lazymaple@verizon.net with your comments or questions. --- Sandy Olson
‘ROUND IN CIRCLES FOR FEBRUARY
Circle I will meet Tuesday, February 25, 1:00 p.m.

Circle V will meet Tuesday, February 11 at noon
for a bag lunch then break into small groups to visit
shut-ins.

Circle II will meet Tuesday, February 11, 12 noon.

Circle VII will meet Tuesday, February 11, 6:00
p.m. in the kindergarten room.

Circle III will meet Tuesday, February 11, 7:00 p.m.
Circle IV will meet Tuesday, February 4 & 18, 7:00
p.m.

Circle VIII Picasso Quilters will meet Tuesday,
February 4 and 18, at 1:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.

If you have any questions about circles, please call Jena Fairbairn Summers at 738-5736.
Circle Notes are distributed monthly at Circle meetings and are also available in the narthex.
The annual“Gifts of the Heart” program is under way. During the months of February and
March we have our annual collection for the “Gifts of the Heart“ kits. A Donation box will be on the
Fellowship Hall stage. Thank you for your continued support of this project! Items needed:
HAND TOWELS 15” X 28”/ WASH CLOTHS / WIDE TOOTH COMBS
NAIL CLIPPERS / BARS OF SOAP (WRAPPED) / TOOTHBRUSHES (BOXED)

39er’s FEBRUARY GATHERING
Wednesday, February 19, at 11:30 a.m.
Chelo’s Restaurant 2225 Post Road
Choose off the menu!
Program in Fellowship Hall at 1:30 P.M.
The Generations Quartet will entertain us!

If you need a ride, please contact Joan Eichenfeldt at (401) 737-0128
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- - - - -~~~ CAUGHT IN THE NET / NOTES RECEIVED ~~~- - - - CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES TO JOHN CHARLES BLACK AND OLIVIA ROSE VICENTE who were married
January 11, 2020 in a beautiful, worshipful, and memorable wedding ceremony in our sanctuary. Sadly, John’s
paternal grandmother, Brenda Akerman, went into hospice care in New Hampshire just days before the
ceremony, and departed this life the following Thursday. Our sympathies and heartfelt condolences go out to
Jeff Black on the passing of his dear mother, and to all the Black family in this time of loss.
CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES TO THE REV. STEPHEN LOUIS CLARK AND KIMBERLY BRODIE, who were
engaged December 12! Steve and Kim began dating two years ago while both were students at the Gordon
Conwell Theological Seminary; a summer wedding is anticipated, date and location not yet undetermined. The
couple has lovingly honored the memory of Steve’s mother by using the same engagement ring she received
from Steve’s father November 9, 1989.
To the wonderful carolers who visited us last Saturday (Dec. 14),

Dear Mission Committee of the Greenwood Community Church,

It was the highlight of our season to be visited by you; I was so
touched to have you come see us. Jack, Chris and I stilI chuckle
when we think of all you singing “Fly, Eagles, Fly” (ed. note: the
Kramers are ardent Philadelphia Eagles fans, so we sang the Eagles
fight song as part of our repertoire – slc). I would also like to thank
everyone for the cards and well wishes I have received. It means so
much to know I am in your prayers.

Thank you so much for your generosity toward the Reformed
University Fellowship here at Brown and Rhode Island School of
Design. My name is Kion; I’m a senior at Brown. RUF has been
such a joy and spirit-filled place for me, and I don’t know where I’d be
as a Christian without its ministry in my life. Through contributions
from people like you, RUF can continue to be an inspiration for me
and countless others. Thank you!

Wishing health to all in the New Year, Lynn Kramer (Jack & Chris)

Sincerely, Kion You

(another note from Lynn, sent January 15) Dear Friends,

Dear Pastor Clark,

Thank you so much for the cards and prayers. They have meant a
lot to me. I really appreciate the visit from Pastor Clark while I was at
Rhode Island Hospital over Christmas. A lot of the time when I first
was admitted to the hospital is still a blank. Thankfully, I am home
now. Every day I see either a nurse or a physical therapist, so I
should be up and getting around soon.

Thank you for the beautiful nativity scene. My dresser at home is
now covered with pretty mangers. It is always special to play music
with my Mom and sister on Christmas Eve. We love that service!
Love, Tess (Ruhren)

CALLING TREE NOTICES

Thank you for being such wonderful people. -- Lynn Kramer

Sent: Saturday, December 28, 2019

Dear members of Greenwood Church,

I apologize for being somewhat late with this message, but please
remember Lynn Kramer in your prayers. She was hospitalized
Monday in South County with an internal infection complicated by her
existing atrial fibrillation difficulties, and transferred by emergency
transport to Rhode Island Hospital Christmas Eve. Suffice it to say for
now that she was at mortal risk, but turned a decisive corner during
the day (a true Christmas present!) and was on the road to recovery
when I visited with her and Jack Thursday afternoon. As of today she
is still in the excellent care of Rhode Island Hospital. It has been a
difficult season for Lynn, who had suffered a broken rib in a fall at
home late last month. Please remember her and her dear family in
your prayers. The family kindly requests no visitors at this time, but
cards and notes I'm sure would be welcome

Thank you all for the many cards and prayers. I am now at Kent
Regency for a time. It is so comforting to have such a large family of
friends. Thank you most of all for the beautiful flowers.
Sincerely, Cheryl Bullock
Greenwood Family,
Sorry this letter is so late. I want you to know how much your
prayers and cards meant to Dave and I as we fought his disease
together. It was so nice to know that so many of you were thinking
and praying for us. You really kept our spirits up with cards arriving
every day. I never realized how much they are appreciated until I was
the recipient! Thank you all so much for your support. You really are
my family especially since our children are so spread around the
country. I love you all!

On a totally unrelated note, I hope to see all of you at the ONE
service of worship tomorrow, 9:30 a.m.
Blessings, Pastor Clark

Love and thanks, Nancy Dickerman
(and also from Nancy) To the Collation Committee,

Sent: Saturday, January 4, 2020, 01:41:02 PM EST

Thank you all so much for the lovely collation reception you provided
for all of our friends and family. I had no idea that Dave’s funeral
service would draw so many people. Thanks for saving some food
for us. You make me so proud of MY Church. You are all such a
loving bunch of women who spring into action when called.

I just returned from South County Hospital, where Nancy Allen was
admitted this week due to unspecified cardiac concerns. Her
daughter in law Karen, who has been wonderfully attentive to her for
years (and especially so since the February 2017 passing of her
husband, Nancy's son Harold) was at her side. Nancy is
communicative and alert, but in a weakened condition … I do not
know the extent and/or full nature of her difficulties, but I can ask you
all to remember her in your prayers. (ed. note -- at the time of
publication, Nancy was scheduled to go home Sunday, January 26,
after a stay at the Roberts Rehabilitation Center in North Kingstown.)

Love you! Nancy Dickerman
Dear Pastor Clark,
Thank you for serving as our wedding officiant in August. Our entire
family has communicated how special the ceremony was – all the
credit goes to you and the wonderful team at Greenwood. As a way
to thank you, please find enclosed our honorarium to be used as you
see fit for the church. God bless you, your family, and the entire
Greenwood Church Community.

Stephen L. Clark, Pastor
Sent: Monday, January 6, 2020
I received news this weekend that former long-time Greenwood
member, Mary "Mac" Graham, passed away in Alabama on
December 27. A memorial service will be held in Fairhope, Alabama
sometime in February and interment will take place at a later date in
Arlington Cemetery. If anyone would like to contact the family, they
may send cards to Pam and Art Ganz, 281 East Beach Road,
Charlestown, RI 02813 (daughter Pam is married to Art, son of the
late Edie Ganz, another long-time member of Greenwood; Pam and
Art grew up together in our church and are active members at the
Dunns Corner Community Church, Presbyterian Church in Westerly).

With love, the Quigley Family
(editor’s note: Scott Quigley and Kate Sherrer were married here
August 19, 2019. Confirmed here in 1998, Scott graduated from
Brown - the only ROTC graduate that year! - and went on to serve
around the world several years as a U.S. Army Ranger captain in
special forces; he and Kate now reside in Boston. Scott’s younger
brother Sean, was confirmed here in 2002, also graduated from
Brown and also went on to serve abroad as a U.S. Army Ranger; he
is now attending law school in Syracuse. Their parents, Michael and
Patti, are former Greenwood members now residing in Florida.

Blessings, Pastor Clark
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