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Dear Members and Friends,
As I write this on Wednesday evening, Thanksgiving is long over … a special holiday sadly
tempered this year with loss as we commended Millie Stewart Plouffe (who had been a Greenwood
member since 1965, passing away just eighteen days before her 102nd birthday) to our Lord’s eternal care the
following Saturday in a sanctuary packed full of people who had been touched by her life in the past
century. On Thanksgiving Day the Deacons and their helpers personally delivered fifty-seven (!)
home-cooked hot turkey dinners to needy folks in our community, as well as twenty-five holiday
baskets to local agencies (special thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Eric McNeely and Wayne Meunier for arriving at the
church kitchen 2:00 A.M. to get started on the cooking!) As this issue is going out a bit late due to unforeseen
circumstances (and we regret any inconvenience caused by that delay), much of what is advertised herein is
already past …we enjoyed a wonderful celebration of the first Sunday of Advent with the Hanging
of the Greens, followed by the Potluck Luncheon and Advent Wreath workshop, followed by a
beautiful concert by the Women’s Carillon Chorus that afternoon, the Presbyterian Women’s
always popular annual Christmas Dinner December 3 (with an excellent program by “Harmony
Heritage”),the Sunday School Christmas Pageant/pasta supper/Christmas caroling December 7 (over fifty enthusiastic
carolers of all ages this year, filling a bus and three cars, visited Doris Fahlman and Elsa Ashton at Atria Harborhill, Lynn and Jack Kramer at their
East Greenwich home, Fran Bonn at the Commonwealth Home near Kent, Janet Pisano at West Shore Manor, Anna Prince at home … we just ran
out of time, or we would have visited others!) two fun Advent-themed Wednesday Night dinners, and as I write I am being
wonderfully serenaded by the fifty-plus voices of the Greenwood Concert Choir (they sound MAGNIFICENT!) with brass
accompaniment rehearsing just outside my office door (in a VERY packed chancel!); all in all, “it’s beginning to look (and sound!) a lot
like Christmas” around here! Yet to come are the following: Sunday December 15, 5:00 p.m. we’ll have the Greenwood
Concert Choir’s much-anticipated “Sing, Choirs of Angels!” Christmas Concert; the Sunday School’s annual
Christmas Tableau at the 9:00 Service of Worship December 22 and, of course, our Christmas Eve Services of
Worship 6:00 and 10:00 P.M. with the addition of exceptional instrumental accompaniment (see page 4).
As mentioned during the sermon December 8, I marked an anniversary that morning … my first Sunday in your pulpit was
December 8, 1996 (as our organist, who was born the year I arrived, gently corrected me, my math was off … I said it marked 24 years, but
actually it was 23 … I’m STARTING my 24th year here. I’m a theologian, not a mathematician). I know I’ve written this in previous
December/January issues of Fishermen’s News in the twenty-three years I now have been privileged to be your pastor,
but I’ll write it again … the Advent/Christmas season is always a wonderfully active, worshipful and even enchanting time
in the Greenwood Community Church family, and this year thus far is proving to be no exception! Blessings to you and
yours for a happy, holy and celebratory Christmas, and a healthy, joyous and prosperous New Year in 2020.
Stephen L. Clark, Pastor

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE
As Andy Williams crooned in the early sixties, "It's the Most Wonderful Time of
the Year!" And for Christians around the world it is the most wonderful time of
the year, as people's minds and hearts are turning to the gift of the Messiah. His
birth is the centerpiece of this season and a cause for great rejoicing! Please
come each week and bring a friend and be a part of the many celebrations during
this Advent and Christmas season!
SUNDAY SCHOOL MITTEN TREE: Please help decorate our Mitten Tree which us up in
Fellowship Hall! Donations of mittens, hats gloves and scarves for the needy are appreciated
and will be collected through the month of December.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE FOLLOWING ADVENT SEASON ACTIVITIES:
December 1:

First Sunday of Advent, 9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages.
Join us for the Hanging of the Greens during the one Service of Worship 10:30;
Sunday School students will help decorate our sanctuary with wreaths and Nativity figures.
Pot Luck Luncheon and Advent Wreath Workshop will follow worship service. Please
bring a dish to share. All materials and instructions will be provided so that each family can
make an Advent wreath for their homes.

December 6:

Parents’ Night Out – for all ages. Come at 6:00 p.m. and watch the Polar Express on the
big screen while your parents enjoy a night out. Wear your PJs!

December 7

Christmas Pageant 4:00 p.m., followed by a catered pasta dinner from Rigatoni’s
Restaurant and Christmas caroling to our shut-ins.

December 15: Christmas Concert Sing Choirs of Angles 5:00 p.m.
December 22: The Sunday School will be presenting a Christmas tableau at the 9:00 service of worship.
All children are welcome to participate! Please come and share this special moment with
your children.
December 24: On Christmas Eve we will have two services of worship at 6:00 and 10:00 PM,
both ending with the candlelight singing of “Silent Night.” While all are welcome at either
service, the 6:00 hour is especially geared to accommodate families with children and
includes a very special Time With the Children.
December 30: One Sunday worship service 9:30 a.m. No Sunday School, King’s Kids or 29Eleven.

Kids of all ages are invited to join us!
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All church caroling by school bus immediately following dinner!!
Calling All Youth Grades 2-6 !!
You are invited to King’s Kids!
Sundays, 5:00-7:00
Children in grades 2-6 are invited to join us and bring a friend. We have lots going on in December; make sure
to read the Sunday School handouts so you don’t miss out on the fun, and be sure to double check the
calendar on the page of this Fishermen’s News, as there are a few Sundays we will NOT be meeting at our
regular time due to the many fun activities of the season!
PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT DECEMBER 6! Parents, bring your children to spend a fun Friday
night with us from 6:00–9:00 p.m. As mentioned above, we will enjoy the Polar Express on
the big screen! The program is directed by DFM Virginia Jacobs, assisted by other adults
and teens from 29 Eleven who have completed our Child Protection training. Drop the kids
off and head to a movie, dinner or just a little quiet time knowing the kids are having a great
time and parents can relax before the weekend!
FAMILY FOCUS WEDNESDAYS, 5:30-7:00PM - This is for anyone who needs a midweek
pick-me-up to come, eat, relax and hear some inspiring words. Come as you are and
bring nothing except your love for God! We supply a light dinner, then whisk the children
off to play and/or do homework while the adults do a study on parenting-related or other
inspirational topics. We are finished in plenty of time for choir rehearsal! During the
Wednesdays of Advent Pastor Clark will be leading us in Advent-themed devotionals.
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29ELEVEN YOUTH MINISTRIES
Greetings from 29Eleven Youth Ministries!
November was a great way to reset our community since our PAUSE retreat in October.
We also celebrated with the church in our 75th Anniversary luncheon. What a blessing it
was to hear Gwen Anderson’s testimony (read/delivered by her daughter) about the
impact that Greenwood’s youth community had on her life. It is my constant prayer that
our students grow into a family both among the group and within the greater church. I
thank God that He has called me and my fellow volunteers into servant leadership to
mentor each one of these teens.

FORTY-SIX young people (26 teens & 20 King’s Kids) enjoyed a Thanksgiving dinner together Nov 24!

The
author
of
Psalm
100
proclaimed it perfectly: “Make a joyful
noise to the Lord, all the earth! Serve the
Lord with gladness! Come into his presence
with singing! Know that the Lord, he is God!
It is He who made us, and we are His; we
are His people, and the sheep of His
pasture. Enter His gates with thanksgiving,
and His courts with praise! Give thanks to
Him; bless His name! For the Lord is good;
His steadfast love endures forever, and his
faithfulness to all generations.”

As we reflect on all God has done for us, we cannot help but be thankful His provision and His providence. To
celebrate our thanks during this time, we gathered for a 29Eleven family Thanksgiving dinner, along with the
King’s Kids. It was a time of friendship, fellowship, and hearts full of gratitude. We’ve had a solid start to the
year, and I look forward to the transition into the “busy holiday season” continuing our regular gatherings,
serving the local community, and remaining faithful to the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
In Christ,
Matthew Majeika, Director of Young Adult Ministries (mmajeika@gccp.org)

MUSIC PROGRAM
Dear friends,
I write just before Thanksgiving – which in itself is mind boggling to me – and the wave of energy and
excitement unique to the Advent and Christmas season is just beginning to sweep through Greenwood
Church. Each year it seems this season brings more and more STUFF into our lives, both in terms of
activities/events and physical items. Sometimes the whirlwind of demands placed on us can become
overwhelming, and lately I find myself needing to remember that, especially concerning the wonderful seasonal
events at Greenwood, the reason for this wave of celebration is one that is great, one that is worth re-living and
re-telling every Christmas season, and one that reminds us of the One who labors for us every moment of
every day through the entire year! Hopefully all of the STUFF only serves to remind us of Him, and it is my
prayer that all of the celebrations we have planned will be beacons of hope, joy, love and peace to you and
your family during this special time of year.
Please join us Sunday, December 15 at 5:00 p.m. for our very special Christmas
Concert. The program will be accompanied by professional brass ensemble, organ,
timpani and handbells, and features many favorite Christmas carols set to grand,
inspirational arrangements.
We’ll also hear from our talented soloists and
instrumentalists, and our wonderful Youth Choir. You won’t want to
miss this afternoon of Christmas cheer!
On Christmas Eve, our 6:00 family service will feature meditative music, a presentation from
our Youth Choir, and a special trio of the “French Carol” from Karen, Faith, and Tess
Ruhren. At 10:00, we’ll have a special harp prelude played by Barbara Miller with Music
Associate Alexandra Nichols on the violin, and our service will feature special choral music
and carols accompanied by professional string quartet and
organ. We’ll also have special solo presentations, including “O Holy Night” from
Steve Parkinson, and “Gesu Bambino” from Olivia Vicente, both with special
accompaniment from our guest instrumentalists. This service is always so
special, as we gather as a church family, read the passages of Scripture that are
so familiar to us, and sing the carols that rekindle lifelong Christmas memories.
Post-Christmas, Music Associate Alexandra Nichols will fill the organ console at both services on Sunday,
January 12, as Olivia and I will be departing for our honeymoon (we will be married the day before, Saturday,
January 11 at 12:00 noon!). Needless to say, we couldn’t be more grateful to share this very special time of
our lives with our Greenwood family. Thank you for your love and support, and thank you for making this
church such a special branch of Christ’s kingdom on earth!
MERRY CHRISTMAS!
/s/ John
John C. Black, Director of Music and Choirs, Organist
Alexandra K. Nichols, Music Associate
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MISSION COMMITTEE
Thank you to everyone for your overwhelming support of the Christmas Giving Tree
program this year for the long-term patients at Eleanor Slater Hospital! The first batch
of 26 ornaments disappeared from the Tree the first Sunday they were put out, an
additional 17 were given us by the chaplain at Eleanor Slater and those, too,
disappeared quickly! The gifts are to be returned to the church December 8, and will
be going to those who tend to be the most forgotten this time of year. We know will be
a real blessing to the patients;’ they and we thank you for your generous support!
I would like to take this space to share a portion of the retirement letter from medical missionaries Doctors
Leslie and Cindy Morgan. Greenwood has supported this dedicated and selfless couple since 2014. The
Morgans are in the process of retiring after thirty years of serving as
PC(USA) missionaries in Dhaka, Bangladesh. Here is an excerpt from
their goodbye letter dated June 20, 2019.
THE FINEST PEARL
We saved the watercolor painting of the pearl until the end [of our packing], so we
could lay it, carefully wrapped, in a protected space at the top of our twelfth and last
packed trunk. Now, we are ready for our flight tomorrow evening, when we will say
farewell to our beloved Bangladesh. The painting hung on our wall for years and
reminded us why we had taken the risk to come to Bangladesh and follow where we
believed the lamp of God’s promise was leading us.
The cost of searching was tremendous. By its very nature, the light of the lamp constantly reflected back on ourselves, exposing
our weaknesses, vulnerabilities, and faults in raw detail. At the same time, the dangers of living in a politically unstable country
plagued by violence and terrorism, the immense challenges of raising a family here, and the paucity of clear rewards in our work
relentlessly obscured our path and intensified our pernicious self-doubt. We made many mistakes, stumbled several times, and fell
into serious hardship, even tragedy. Such are the risks frail and fallible believers face trying to follow in faith God’s way. Still, God
required obedience; for without obedience, there is no possibility of acquiring the real pearl God wants us to have.
In the mission of the Church, this means letting go of assumptions about the value of wealth, relinquishing the need for selfjustifying outcomes, and rooting out delusions that we ourselves can save the world. Obedience as medical missionaries in
Bangladesh required that we go to where the health needs are the greatest — in the rural villages and city slums. We helped them
learn how to prevent and manage common diseases with available resources; we trained local church leaders how to minister to
the sick in their congregations and among their Muslim and Hindu neighbors; we promoted a church-based network of advocates
for health care access; and we helped build the capacity of Christian Mission Hospital in Rajshahi to care for those needing special
medical attention.
What made it possible for us to minister widely at the grassroots level was the
fellowship we shared with the Church of Bangladesh, a Protestant denomination
with historical roots in Anglican and Presbyterian mission efforts and now
comprising over a hundred congregations. These churches served as a trusted
network of portals into the neighborhoods and homes of Christian, Muslim, and
Hindu families. The fellowship we shared with the Bangladesh church was, in
itself, a fine enough pearl to have made our missionary journey worth it. As
Christ loves us, we loved one another for no other reason than to love. Yet, it is
out of such pure and unconditional love that Christ sends His Church into the
world to seek and find yet an even finer pearl. For only by journeying outside
itself may the Church participate fully in the ineffable mystery and joy of the
incarnation of God in Jesus Christ.
Our mission journey with the church in Bangladesh led us to some of the poorest
communities in the world. Although we helped these communities in many ways,
we often found ourselves ministering to people whose needs far exceeded our
capabilities and resources. Many times, our efforts exhausted, all we had to offer
was our empty selves. We visited with weary field laborers under a tree in their hot, dusty village courtyard; we sat with a mother
and father on a straw mat on the veranda of their mud-walled home and listened to them tell how their only child had died of
meningitis; we cradled in a dimly lit, one-room, concrete slum-dwelling the disabled infant of a young woman deserted by her
husband; we held the hand of a teenager for whom life-saving heart surgery was out of reach; and we rubbed balm on the back of
an elderly widow permanently and painfully bent over from tuberculosis of her spine. Yet, even in the face of our stark inadequacy,
here in the presence of these to whom we ministered, the lamp of God’s promise revealed to us the hidden pearl.
For there, out of the hard, unforgiving darkness, shone the soft hallowed light of Christ himself helping us open our hearts to God’s
beloved ones. He was calling us still into obedient servanthood, that we might love whom he loves and in the way he loves. You,
too, were there. In the pure reflection, we saw you with us under the tree with weary field laborers; you on the verandah with the
mother and father; you cradled the infant; you held the hand of the teenager; and your hands rubbed balm on the widow’s back. In
our shared suffering with these God’s beloved ones, the pearl emerged from its hidden-ness and into the light. For there, with
inexhaustible tenderness and unfathomable love, taking upon himself our hardships, fears, pain, and brokenness, was Christ,
Immanuel, God with us. Here was the finest pearl we could have ever found.
Thank you, all of you, for your continued faithful support of, and prayers for, the work of Christian mission.
Samuel Koldyk, Mission Committee Chair
Emmy Kmet, Jon Farnsworth, Wilma Swanson
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WORSHIP COMMITTEE
As we are about to enter the most joyous season of the year we find our efforts addressing those in need,
showing our love to our family, friends, neighbors, and our sick and shut-ins. We also take this time to
celebrate our greatest gift of all, the birth of our Lord and Savior who died for our sins so we could have eternal
life with Him. What a wonderful time to serve and thank the Lord through worship, loving thy neighbor and acts
of kindness towards others.
With the New Year approaching we can celebrate a new beginning and reaffirm our faith,
deepening our commitment to Christ through our actions and words. During the month of
January we invite all to take part in our Resolution Program by making a promise or commitment
and writing on one of our gold stars and dropping in our resolution box in Fellowship Hall. The
stars will be posted each week with our promises, prayers and or
commitments. Please, do not sign these stars so they will remain anonymous
and provide our congregation with inspiration and food for thought.
During this time of year we find excellent opportunities to serve the Lord through assisting in
worship by volunteering to serve as a Lector, Greeter or an Acolyte. When you volunteer,
you will receive the opportunity of knowing, meeting, greeting and sharing the love of Christ
with our entire worship family and witness our Greenwood Church families flourish and
grow. There is no experience necessary to serve the Lord through assisting in worship.
Training is available for all who are interested in serving. Please call me at my home 401738-0480 or email me at fopawam@verizon.net so we can discuss your interest in serving
the Lord through assisting in worship or any of our other charitable programs. We are truly
blessed and thank all of our new and regular volunteers for their dedicated and continued
support in serving our Lord. Worship schedules are posted in Fellowship Hall and we
encourage all to continue to sign up to serve. I thank all our Deacons and Elders for serving
Communion, and I continue to ask for their continued support in serving the sacrament to
honor our Heavenly Father and the gifts He hasbestowed upon us.
For the Worship Committee, Wayne A. Meunier
(Don Sorgel, Chair)

December Birthdays

January Birthdays

Millicent Budlong-Springer 12/01
Abraham Monahan
12/01
Daniel Hayman
12/02
Larry Rittmann
12/04
Karen Grande
12/04
Denise Mair
12/05
Shelley Monahan
12/05
Marci Mahoney
12/06
Joann Rudolph
12/06
Carter Nolan
12/09
Peggy Swanson
12/09
Gladwyn Voigt
12/11
Vera Koldyk
12/12
Hannah Porcaro
12/13
Benno Lebkuchner
12/18
Tracy Traficante
12/19
Elizabeth Farnsworth
12/20
Joseph Casinelli
12/20
Cathy Maguire
12/21
Jason Carson
12/21
Alyssa Jones
12/21
Bonnie Sorgel
12/22
Brandon Phillips
12/28
Alexis Snowman
12/29
Mary Farnsworth
12/29
Matthew Algozino
12/31
Heather Nolan
12/31
Natalie Chenel
12/31

David Greco
Cheryl Donilon
Barbara Miller
Russell Rudolph
Norma MacLeod
Kevin Donilon
Evelyn Robinson
Cheryl Bowser
Stuart Mason
Donald Sorgel
Susan Riel
Kayleigh McCaffrey
Thomas Mays
Austin Pickup
Faith Ruhren
Owen Phillips
Kim D’Antico
John Phillips
Paula Johnson
Akeelah David
Jason McNeely
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01/03
01/03
01/05
01/07
01/11
01/12
01/16
01/17
01/17
01/18
01/19
01/21
01/22
01/22
01/22
01/23
01/24
01/25
01/26
01/28
01/29

MEMBER CARE COMMITTEE
Thanks to everyone who contributed to make our 75th Anniversary Celebration on
November 17 a memorable occasion. The worship service was inspiring. The
music was awesome. The choir and musicians, under the direction of John Black,
filled the church with music, and the congregation did their part, too, singing the
hymns and even the Lord’s prayer. It was a thoughtful touch to include hymns sung
at some of the earliest Greenwood services. Perhaps, like me, as you listened to
the choir, you thought of choir members and directors from the recent or distant past
whose voices still resound in our memories. I want to publicly thank those who
provided special help with the luncheon at Quidnessett. First comes our very special event organizer, Linda
Martin, who made all the arrangements for us and kept us on course. Without her, the luncheon could not have
happened. Thanks to Carol Castergine and Cathy Schobel for printing, making bookmarks, and providing
logistical support. And special thanks to all who willingly participated in the program: The King’s Kids and
29Eleven singers and their leaders, Sherry Phillips, Cindy Pisano, and Corrie Majeika, Pastor Clark, John
Black, the choir, our PW crew (Jena Fairbairn Summers, Artena Fairbairn, and Joan Eichenfeldt), and Wayne
Meunier for his willingness to handle adeptly a script he saw for the first time on Sunday morning.
For our final anniversary year reminiscence it seems right to look at Christmas presentations through the
years. Christmas pageants and tableaux with children dressed up as Mary and Joseph, shepherds, wise men,
angels, and even sheep have long been part of Greenwood’s preparation for Christmas. My earliest pageant
memories date back to the early 1950s when we met in the basement church, now Fellowship Hall. These
pageants were directed by Mrs. Ireland, who was quite a perfectionist and everything had to be just right.
Crooked wings and halos were to be avoided, and even the littlest angels had to stay in the right place in line. I
recall being quite terrified I might do something wrong. Somewhat later, after we moved into the present
sanctuary, I recall Mrs. Powell directing the musical portions of the pageant. I especially remember her
daughter Marilyn as Mary, singing a special lullaby to the baby Jesus, and there quite likely was at least one
carol accompanied by Nancy Powell Dickerman on the flute.
As time went forward, new generations filled the important roles and were attired by Angie D’Albora and her
crew of Sunday School teachers and parents as shown in these photos from 1994 and 1999. Over the years,
there have been pageants in the sanctuary, Christmas “dinner theater” in Fellowship Hall, and most recently, a
Christmas pageant, followed by a pasta dinner and caroling.

For a few years in the 2000s we had a living nativity, organized by
Lisa David, complete with a stable and live animals like a donkey,
sheep and goats. Different youth and youth leaders assumed the
roles in the Christmas tableau on the church lawn, Kathy Hart and
the choir led us in singing, and Christmas carols rang out from the
steeple, from the chimes played by a young John Black.
The Hanging of the Greens has long been a Greenwood tradition
and seems pretty firmly established on the first Sunday of Advent,
having moved there from later in the month seventeen years ago.
In earlier years, the choir sometimes prepared a special Christmas
Cantata, and now we are blessed by the concerts of our
Greenwood Concert Choir, this year on December 15 at 5 p.m.
And on the Sunday before Christmas we all look forward to the
Christmas Tableau directed by Angie D’Albora as shown here in
the 2018 photo. The faces under those turbans, scarves, and halos,
continue to change. Small children grow into the next generation of
youth leaders, Sunday School teachers, and parents. But Angie
continues to be in the middle of it all, always reminding us that
forming these memories in our children is part of our duty as
members of Christ’s church. She is like the star that leads us to the
Christ Child; our very own living Christmas angel. Greenwood has
been truly blessed.
Elaine Magyar, for the Member Care Committee
Harry Curran, Sheila Curran, Sue Desmond, Joan Eichenfeldt, Linda Martin, Joan-Sandra McKnight, Loretta
Nelson, Bonnie Readett, and Cathy Schobel
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STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
A little over seven years ago we created two new quarter-time positions (officially described as ten hours apiece,
although those filling the positions often put in many more hours than required!), Director of Children's Ministries (now Director
of Family Ministries) and Director of Young Adult Ministries, in order to provide additional support, focus and
responsibility for church programs. The latter position was replaced by hiring our Ministry Intern for three
years; following Steve’s graduation and departure the position was reinstated and filled by Matthew Majieka.
Virginia Jacobs has faithfully served the entirety of these past seven years. The
impact of creating these positions was not immediately obvious, but over the years the
individuals filling these positions and the many volunteers who have worked with them
have achieved significant growth in our programs enhancing the impact on our
children, young adults and families. Our diverse programs and activities have brought
new members to our church and reached out to members of our community.
One major focus for the next couple of years will be on maintaining and enhancing our church facility and
grounds. The majority of the funding for these projects will come from the 75th Anniversary Capital Campaign
which you have so generously supported. As mentioned in other communications we have exceeded the initial
goal of $75,000. I encourage you to continue funding this campaign as $50,000 has already been committed to
the much-needed replacement of the roof on both wings of the church. As outlined in the letter announcing the
75th Anniversary Capital Campaign, there are a number of additional projects that
have been identified to enhance and improve our church facilities, with more being
considered as they are brought to the Building and Grounds Committee’s attention.
Some gifts to the Capital Campaign were directed to fund specific projects.
As of this writing, the income and expenses projections for the year 2020 have not been finalized. While most,
if not all, have completed their pledges and/or planned giving by now, I encourage you to be generous in your
actual giving as the committees of the church are proposing new and expanded plans to accommodate our
growing programs; these plans will greatly benefit from your generous and faithful financial support.
M. Barry Baxter, Chair
(Editor’s addendum-- from the recent stewardship campaign letter, “it is certainly true the more we give, the more we will be enabled
and equipped to do! As we celebrate our 75th year of faithful ministry, this is a really GOOD time to encourage the kind of faithful and
God-pleasing giving that’ll not only help keep our ministry GOING, but keep it GROWING … for years to come! There is certainly always
more we would all like to do to strengthen what is good and right about all our ministry endeavors, to maintain and beautify and
enhance this center of worship so it may serve well into the future, and to expand our outreach to our community and a world in need!
However, let me again encourage each of us to have the primary motivation of GIVING TO GOD OUT of grateful hearts.” – SLC.)

PASTOR’S PAGE ADDENDUM FOR STEWARDSHIP AND BUILDING AND GROUNDS
75TH ANNIVERSARY CAPITAL CAMPAIGN EXCEEDS $75,000 GOAL! As of Sunday,
November 24, just under $81,000 has been contributed or pledged. THANK YOU THANK YOU
THANK YOU for your generously faithful response and obvious determination to HELP LEAVE
THIS CHURCH BUILDING BETTER THAN WE FOUND IT, FOR GENERATIONS TO COME! Donations/
pledges will continue to be accepted through December 31.)
Thank you to the approximately twenty-five people who took part in the All Church Work Day November 9! I
hope I don’t miss anyone, but a special word of appreciation to the following who showed up to polish, prune,
vacuum, scrape, paint, scrub pews, disinfect toys, trim hedges, weed, and climb scaffolding: Wayne Meunier;
Steve Ruscito; Ken Arsenault; Matt, Corrie, Simon, Evelyn and Julia Majieka; Sam, Vera, Janet and Samantha Koldyk; Sherry,
Owen, Brandon and Mandy-Lynn Phillips; Luke Donovan; David Ladino; Cindy Pisano; Denise Mair; and four representatives
from the American Heritage Girls. Also, a huge bouquet of thanks to chair Wayne Meunier who has been
maintaining a dizzying pace in recent weeks with projects such as vastly improving our front entrance area,
installing a large (and long needed) catwalk in the sanctuary attic (which will make our Christmas Eve angel’s path less
precarious!), working on wiring and furnace issues, aerating/reseeding the lawn, ensuring a speedy and thorough
removal of problematic trees adversely affecting our property and structure, refurbishing and re-installing all
dedicatory plaques on the pews, and maintaining the ever growing checklist of projects, dreams and hopes for
future improvements of our church building and grounds … all while keeping up with all the responsibilities of
Moderator of the Deacons and the Worship Committee member responsible for
coordination of acolytes, lectors and communion servers for worship. Well done,
good and faithful (and hard working!) servant!
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NEWS FROM PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Yuletide, the time leading up to Christmas, is a glorious time indeed as we prepare for the birth of the Christ
child. As you light Advent candles, sing Christmas carols, deck your homes, and visit with family and friends
we also invite you to join any of the PW Circles for their holiday meetings.
We sure hope that you were able to purchase a ticket for our annual Christmas Gathering Tuesday
December 3rd at 6:00 p.m. The evening will begin with plenty of conversation, holiday punch, and a catered
dinner which will be served by some of our jovial church
gentlemen (Thank You, Fellows!) along with tasty cookies
by Circle V and ice cream. This will be followed in the
sanctuary by our evening entertainment by the “Harmony
Heritage” female a capella singers and our annual Silent
Night carol will close our evening. Also please do
remember to bring paper goods and non-perishable food
items for our local community agencies along with
unwrapped gifts for children (infant through teenager) for
JONAH and Norwood Boys & Girls Clubs.
The 75th Greenwood Community Church Presbyterian
Anniversary Luncheon was enjoyable and the history
informative. We truly appreciate ALL those who have been a
part of Presbyterian Women and are most grateful for ALL who
have taken leadership positions to continue our mission of
“nurturing our faith through prayer and Bible Study; supporting
the mission of the church worldwide; working to support justice
and peace; and building an inclusive caring community of
women that strengthens” our church and each other. We
appreciate ALL those of our church who have worked diligently
to enhance our church, church mission, and the experiences of
our church families.
Happy 75th Anniversary from the
Presbyterian Women!
Many thanks to all who have supported our many mission
projects thus far this year, as well as to the Circles who have
done other special giving projects that also helped others in
need. We are indeed blessed to have such a supportive
congregation and circle of friends. A particular donation we
made to the Haitian Health Foundation (HHF) resulted in two
breeding goats being provided to needy families in one of the
105 rural villages served by HHF. We received not only a lovely
thank you letter but also photos of the two goats we donated,
the recipients (holding the leash), and the HHF employee who
helped with the distribution. We share this photo with you as
you helped us to provide these goats with your generosity!
May the Blessings of Christmas and a Happy & Healthy New
Year be yours!
“A circle of strength, founded on faith”
Artena Fairbairn, for Presbyterian Women

“ROUND IN CIRCLES FOR DECEMBER AND JANUARY”
Circle I will meet December 17 11:30 at Angie
D’Albora’s home for a potluck and January 28 in the
church parlor to continue our year long study, “Love
Carved in Stone, A Fresh Look at the Ten
Commandments.”

Circle IV will meet December 17 at 7:15 p.m. and on
January 21 for Bible Study in the Parlor.
Circle V will meet December 17 with Circle 1 and
January 14 12 noon in the old 5/6 room for meeting, and
devotions. Bring a bag lunch and then we will break into
small groups to visit shut-ins.

Circle II will meet December 10 12:00 at Sandy Olson’s
home and January 14.

Circle VII will not meet in December, but will go out to
dinner January 10.

Circle III will not meet in December, and will meet
January 14 at 6:15 p.m. at the Fairbairn Summers home
for potluck and recipe swap.

Circle VIII (Picasso Quilters) will meet December.18 at
1:00 pm and on January 29 at 1:00pm.

.
If you have any questions about Circles, please call me at 401-575-6555
Jena Fairbairn Summers
Circle Coordinator
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~~~ CAUGHT IN THE NET / NOTES RECEIVED ~~~
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OUR SYMPATHIES ARE EXTENDED to Session member Dr. Jeffrey Plouffe on the passing of his mother, Mildred
Stewart Plouffe, who departed this life November 21, 2019 just eighteen days shy of her 102nd birthday. The
service was held here in the sanctuary November 30; she was later interred beside her husband, Robert, at the
Rhode Island Veterans Cemetery (Mr. and Mrs. Plouffe had been members of Greenwood since 1965; Robert departed this life
June 29, 2005 … his beautiful artistic sketch of the church steeple still graces our Sunday worship bulletin covers.)
Dear Friends,
Thank you is not enough for the abundance of cards and prayers that
I received! My hip replacement is healing fine. Hope to be driving by
Christmas. I feel blessed to have such a caring church family.
Love,
Louis Ferrante
Dear Greenwood Church Family,
My family and I would like to thank you for the kind words, cards and
prayers following the passing of my mother, Martha Beard. We are
especially grateful to Pastor Clark and John Black for helping us to
honor my mother’s wishes with a beautiful private service. We would
like also to thank those who visited mom during her stay at Kent
Regency especially Wayne Meunier who often brought her flowers to
brighten her day. We are so pleased to be part of such a caring
church community which my mother served so faithfully.
In Christian love,
Elaine, John & Matt Rothermel, Bob Beard and Linda Fairtile.
Dear Friends,
Many thanks for the get well cards and other messages of concern I
received following my recent elective surgery. I am always amazed
at the thoughtfulness that is constantly expressed by our church
family. Evelyn and I are thankful that we are part of such a loving
place of worship.
Thanks again,
Eric Robinson
Shalom, Dearest Rev. Clark, Sam, Jon, Emmy and all of our dear
Greenwood Community Church family! It was a joy and a delight to
come last month and share with you how Christ is symbolized in the
Sukkot feast. We thank you with all our hearts for your many
kindnesses, generosity of heart and faithful support since the early
days. You truly are the strength of our service unto God. May our
Lord God bless you and yours in the fullest measure!

Sent: Thursday, November 21, 2019, 02:06:29 PM EST
Subject: Calling Tree messages
Dear all,
I returned from Rhode Island Hospital moments ago, and am
saddened to report that Millie Plouffe just passed away with her dear
and devoted son Jeff at her side. Millie would have celebrated her
102nd birthday this December 9; she has now joined the ranks of the
Church Triumphant (along with her husband Bob, who departed this
life June 2005). We will keep you posted as arrangements are
made. In the meantime, cards and notes may be sent to her son, Dr.
Jeffrey Plouffe; the address may be found in the directory.
On a happier note, a welcome home is extended to Nancy
Dickerman, who returned to Warwick yesterday.
Blessings and best regards,
Pastor Clark
Sent: Wednesday, November 27, 2019, 12:03:30 PM EST
Just to confirm what was announced in worship this past Sunday:
The funeral service for Millie Plouffe, who passed away November
21, will be held THIS Saturday at 10:00 here at the church.
On an unrelated note, some have been receiving scam emails and/or
texts purporting to be from me … three asked me about this just this
morning. Please don't respond to them; if you have to wonder if it is
from me, 99.99999% of the time you can assume it is NOT from me.
I will never make financial requests, use ALL CAPITAL LETTERS TO
BLESS YOU, or try to get you to purchase eBay cards for cancer
patients, or use bad grammar, or use an email address other than
the two I always use (or, with texts, an area code outside of RI).
Blessings and best regards,
Pastor Clark

With our love and gratitude
Oded and Bimini Cohen, Israel

THIRTY-NINERS!

DECEMBER GATHERING
Wednesday, December 18, at 11:30 a.m.
Chelo’s Restaurant, 2225 Post Road, Warwick
Choose any item from the menu!
Program in Fellowship Hall at 1:30 p.m.
Come for a Yankee Swap and sing carols!
Please bring a $10.00 wrapped gift!

JANUARY GATHERING
Wednesday, January 15, at 11:30 a.m.
Chelo’s Restaurant, 2225 Post Road, Warwick
Choose any item off the menu!
Program in Fellowship Hall at 1:30 PM
If you need a ride or reservation, please call Joan
Eichenfeldt @ 737-0128
-10-

December 24, Christmas Eve
6:00 PM & 10: 00 PM
Sunday, December 30
One Service at 9:30 AM
(no Sunday School)
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