Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian
805 Main Avenue, Warwick, Rhode Island, 02886 Tel. (401) 737-1230
The Rev. Dr. Stephen L. Clark, Pastor

Dear Members and Friends,
In our giving we express our gratitude to God by returning a portion of what
God has given us, as succinctly expressed in the above doxology sung each
Sunday at the small Methodist church in which I was raised, and where my
mother STILL sings in the choir as she has since the year that church was
established in 1965! Beginning October 20, the Stewardship Committee is
launching a three week campaign, “Leading a God-Pleasing Life,” leading up to
Commitment Sunday November 10. Each week during this emphasis (materials
are produced by Parish Publishing, LLC) we will be focusing on one of these three
themes of living such a life: “FAITH IS THE FOUNDATION,” “DISCIPLESHIP IS THE PATH”
and “GENEROSITY IS THE HALLMARK.” The overarching theme of the program stems
from Ephesians 2:10, that we have been “created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which
God prepared in advance for us to do.” God not only prepares the work we are to do, but
prepares and equips us, His stewards, to do and support that work. To save on
printing costs, a copy of the weekly Bible Study (see information within) will be
emailed to all on our emailing list, posted on our website (at www.gccp.org/christianeducation ) and paper copies will be available in the narthex.
I know I have said or written the following in some way or another each of the
twenty-three years I've now been privileged to be your pastor, and I’ll say it again:
The overarching biblical context and motivation for giving is spiritual, not institutional;
the people of God are to give primarily to God, not primarily to meet a budget.
Yes, our church certainly has ongoing expenses, obligations and programs, all
requiring an operating budget funded by donations, and it is certainly true the
more we give, the more we will be enabled and equipped to do! As we celebrate
our 75th year of faithful ministry, this is a really GOOD time to encourage the kind
of faithful and God-pleasing giving that’ll not only help keep our ministry GOING,
but keep it GROWING … for many years to come! There is certainly always more
we would all like to do to strengthen what is good and right about all our ministry
endeavors, to maintain and beautify and enhance this center of worship so it may
serve well into the future, to “equip the saints for ministry,” and to expand our outreach
to our community and a world in need! However, let me again encourage each
and every one of us to have the primary motivation of GIVING TO GOD.
To that end, as each of us prayerfully considers how we will fill out the
enclosed Commitment Form, may we allow our giving to proportionally reflect our
gratitude to the God Who has first given so much to us.

Stephen L. Clark, Pastor

PLEASE BRING YOUR COMMITMENT CARD
NOVEMBER 10 for dedication during worship. If
you can't be with us that day, please send it to the
office OR bring it to worship the following week.
THANK YOU !

A BASIC PRIMER FOR THOSE WHO MAY BE NEW TO ALL THIS
WHAT DO WE MEAN BY “STEWARDSHIP?”
The English word “steward” comes from the Anglo-Saxon words “stig” or “stye”, meaning
an enclosure or a hall, and “wéord,” which means keeper. A steward is, literally, a “styekeeper;” the word now means a person in charge of the property or affairs of another.
A steward acts as a trusted supervisor and/or an administrator of finances and property
on behalf of the owner of the property. The relationship between owner and steward is
one of confidence; character traits of a good steward are integrity and trustworthiness.
As Psalm 24 succinctly says, “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it; the world, and all who live in
it.” God is the Owner of all, and we are called to be His faithful stewards, using the time,
talent and treasure He has given us to manage according to His intention and will.
WHAT TO WE MEAN WHEN WE SAY “MAKE A PLEDGE?”
A pledge is a written declaration of intent to donate a specific amount of money over a
certain length of time. In making a pledge to the church you are making a pledge for the
next calendar year with the intention of paying in full by December 31. The pledge is not
legally binding; we all understand life happens and circumstances can change; however,
you are encouraged to make a pledge that you may reasonably expect to uphold. We
recognize that for various reasons some people may prefer to give without pledging; a
pledge is certainly not required for church membership. However, (a) those who pledge
find a pledge commitment can serve as a gentle yet persistent reminder that we have the
ongoing privilege and responsibility to consistently and dependably support the work of
the church's mission with our finances, and (b) pledging helps better enable our Session
to responsibly and more accurately plan and budget for the future of our church.
WHAT IS THE LITURGICAL CALENDAR?
The Liturgical Calendar orders the annual life of the church according to the life of Christ
and events of salvation history. The Common Lectionary recommends a set of Scripture
readings organized around the Christian year and attentive to the broad themes of the
biblical story. In the Old Testament, seasons of fasting and feasting were observed as
occasions for festival worship; for the New Testament church, Jesus’ birth, life, death,
resurrection, ascension, and promised return give meaning to the seasons, help order the
annual cycle worship and guide the selection of Scriptures read and proclaimed in
worship. Over the years a cycle of festivals and seasons has emerged and is now
generally observed throughout the ecumenical church, including these days and seasons:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Advent, the season to recollect the hope of the coming of Christ, and to look
forward to the Lord’s coming again,
Christmas, the celebration of the birth of Christ,
Epiphany, a day for commemorating God’s self-manifestation to all people,
Lent, a season of spiritual discipline and preparation, beginning with Ash
Wednesday, anticipating the celebration of the death and resurrection of Christ,
Holy Week, a time of remembrance and proclamation of the atoning suffering and
death of Jesus Christ,
Easter, the day of the Lord’s resurrection and the season of rejoicing which
commemorates his ministry until his Ascension, and continues through
The Day of Pentecost, the celebration of the gift of the Holy Spirit to the Church.

The church also observes other days such as Baptism of the Lord,
Transfiguration of the Lord, Trinity Sunday, All Saints Day and Christ the King.Sunday

Live a God-Pleasing Life!
What Is Stewardship?
Stewardship is faith in action. It is an expression of
our personal relationship with Jesus. Because God has
created, forgiven, and redeemed us, we show our
gratitude to Him by faithfully following, obeying, and
serving Him. We acknowledge that God is the owner of
all things and that we are called to manage faithfully
and responsibly all that He entrusts to us. God renews
our minds and changes our hearts; He changes us from
self-centered people to those who want to please Him.
Because of God’s grace in our lives, we become stewards in both attitude and action. Godpleasing stewards are committed and devoted to the Lord and live to glorify him.

God Enables His Stewards
Stewards living a God-pleasing life are managers of God’s creation. By ourselves, we are
helpless to carry out His will. By ourselves, we are not God-pleasing stewards. By ourselves, we
cannot bear the fruit that he tells us to bear.
The Holy Spirit working in us through Word and Sacrament transforms us into the image of
Christ and enables us to be and do all that God had in mind for us to be and do when He created
us. We are transformed from selfish, inward-looking people into stewards who respond to God’s
grace in all aspects of life.
Knowing that all we have belongs to God, we hold His gifts to us loosely, willing to use
them, share them, give them as God wills. We are willing, as St. Paul points out, “to offer [our]
bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God . . . [as a] spiritual act of worship”
(Romans 12:1).

Faith Is the Foundation
“Without faith it is impossible to please God, because
anyone who comes to Him must believe that He exists
and that He rewards those who earnestly seek him”
(Hebrews 11:6). Reading the accounts of the heroic
stewards of the Bible, we notice that they were people
with human frailties just as we are. The secret to their
accomplishments isn’t really a secret at all. They knew
their strength did not lie in themselves but in their God
who is always faithful. God’s favor did not rest on them because of their works, but because
they were His children, just as we are.
In response to the gift of faith that God has given us, we do the works that He has sent us to do.
The works are the proof of the faith. “Show me your faith without deeds,” challenged James,
“and I will show you my faith by what I do” (James 2:18).
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With faith as our foundation, we say confidently with Paul, “I can do all things through Christ
who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13).

Discipleship Is the Path
What is a disciple? How do we become disciples? Peter and Andrew became disciples
because Jesus said, “Follow Me” (Matthew 4:20), and they did! We did not choose to be
created; we did not choose to be saved; we do not choose to be disciples. Without the call of
Jesus, we are not equipped to make the sacrifices required for the calling.
Discipleship is a life of joy. “Come to me,” Jesus invited, “all you who are weary and
burdened, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). While discipleship requires on-going
learning and training, education is not a prerequisite. Few of the disciples were scholars. The
only explanation for their effectiveness was “ … that these men had been with Jesus (Acts 4:13).
Discipleship does require that we suffer as our Master suffered, that we deny ourselves in
order to know Christ only, and that we are willing to give up all to follow him … all for the joy
of being stewards of this great Good News!

Generosity Is the Hallmark
The generosity of God is beyond our comprehension. He
gave us the earth and everything in it. He continues to
replenish His gifts, so that our needs are always supplied.
Beyond providing for our temporal needs, God has given us
the sure hope of eternal life through the sacrifice of His Son
whom He gave to be our Savior from sin, death, and Satan.
His generosity leads us as God-pleasing stewards to
respond in generous acts ourselves. This has always been the
case. The Israelites brought so many gifts for the building of the Tabernacle that they had to be
restrained in their giving. Many years later, during the building of the Temple, the same thing
happened as the people responded, not only to God’s generosity, but to the example of their
generous king, David.
How should we give? The Apostle Paul commended the Macedonians for their giving,
because “. . . they gave themselves first to the Lord” (2 Corinthians 8:5). When we give
ourselves to the Lord, when He is our beginning and our end, our Alpha and Omega, our giving
will know no bounds. Our money, our talents, our time—all will be His without limit.

“May the God of peace … equip you with everything good for doing
his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through
Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever.”
Hebrews 13:20-21
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