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Dear Members and Friends,
Another Rally Day is behind us, and our Sunday School has embarked on her 79th year! The collage below was from the
annual Rally Day card mailed to all potential Sunday School families, again reflecting that our church has long been about
“putting children in their place” … putting children in their proper place, their right place … and trying to KEEP them there! In
Mark 10:13-16, Jesus Himself told His disciples in no uncertain terms just where that “place” is … it is in the living presence
of Jesus. And I’ve long believed the best place for children (for that matter, all of us) IS in Jesus’ presence, especially during
weekly worship and Sunday School!
And as mentioned in this space last
year, the church that grew out of that
Sunday School will have a celebration
of the 75TH ANNIVERSARY of our
founding NEXT MONTH! (see Member
Care Committee’s article within!). Planning
for this grand celebration is well
underway, and the 75th ANNIVERSARY
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN is in full swing …
as mentioned on page 11, as of
Sunday, September 22 approximately
$31,000 (!) has been contributed or
pledged to date with almost two
months to go in the campaign! Longneeded improvements have already
taken place, others are envisioned,
planned, strategized and/or are now
underway to help ensure at least
another 75 years of vital mission and
ministry at 805 Main Avenue!
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20 THERE IS ONE SERVICE OF WORSHIP AT 10:30 AM! We are again commemorating CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
SUNDAY as one congregational family that day, as we (a) recognize, honor and affirm the many teachers and other
volunteers in our midst who so generously give of their time and talent to the Christian Education programs, (b)
see/celebrate/recognize our third graders who will be awarded Bibles, (c) continue to have the full Sunday School hour (9:00
am) so as not to disrupt the schedule and/or cut into class time, and (d) again seek to foster and encourage a positive
intergenerational worship experience for the entire church family … as we come TOGETHER in the living presence of Jesus.
Unfortunately, I will NOT be present that morning; this’ll be the first Christian Education Sunday I’ve missed in my 23 years
as your pastor. However, it is also the day one of our adult “products” of Greenwood Community Church’s Sunday School
will be officially installed as pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in Corinth; he has invited his father to deliver the
sermon (I’ve invited Director of Young Adult Ministries Matt Majeika to fill the pulpit here!). On a related note, ALL are invited to come …
it’s a 3.5 hour trek from here to Corinth; the service begins at 4:00 P.M.; so you could at Greenwood in the morning and at
Corinth late afternoon! (I’ve decided it best the guest preacher be a bit more rested; I’m taking vacation time and heading up a day or so earlier.)
Stephen L. Clark, Pastor

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Virginia Jacobs, Joann Rudolph, Kristine Swanson, Matthew Majeika
NEWS FROM THE SUNDAY SCHOOL
Rally Day was an exciting day as we welcomed forty-two children back to Sunday School.
Pastor Clark accompanied the children on his guitar as we sang fun, interactive songs
before the students were dismissed to their classrooms where they had a chance to get to
know their teachers and fellow students a little better. The Pre-K through grade 5
classes are now using curriculum by David C. Cook Bible-in-Life series. The Junior and
Senior High classes are sharing a study from the Heidelberg Catechism to improve their
faith foundation before separating into their classes for group discussion of the lesson.
The Sunday School will be sponsoring TWO BAKE SALES DURING COFFEE HOURS on October 6
and October 20. The proceeds will benefit Serving Orphans Worldwide. This mission provides
resources to help rescue, train and sustain orphanages around the world. We ask that
families of students in grades Pre-K - grade 2 supply baked goods on Oct. 6 and grades 3-12
supply baked goods on Oct. 20. Thank you for your help with this project!
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SUNDAY OCTOBER 20!
It is a Greenwood tradition to give our third graders their very own Bible and honor our
teachers on Christian Education Sunday. There will be one worship service on October
20 at 10:30 a.m. so that the entire congregational family may be present to see and
celebrate our third graders receiving their Bibles and to recognize and affirm the many
teachers and volunteers who generously give of their time to the Christian Education
program. We will still have Sunday School at 9:00 a.m. that day.
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
ADULT BIBLE STUDY continues Sunday mornings 9:00 a.m. We are focusing on the
various Scripture passages of the Daily Lectionary. All are welcome; for more information,
please contact Barbara Miller at 301-0867. While open to all adults, this is an ideal
opportunity for parents to learn and fellowship while their children are in Sunday School,
and then worship as a family at the 10:30 service of worship.
NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR OF FAMILY MINISTRIES:
Calling All Youth Grades 2-6 !!
You are invited to King’s Kids!
Sundays, 5:00-7:00
KING’S KIDS HAS BEGUN! All children through sixth grade are
invited to join us from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. for fun and games, crafts,
cooking, music and so much more. Be sure to bring a friend! We
support each other in prayer and learn good Christian values. Our
mission this year will again be "Operation Christmas Child," so
please start saving shoe boxes and small gift items to go in them.
More details will follow!
WE CONTINUE OUR “PARENT CAFÉ“ 9:00 a.m. Sundays in Fellowship Hall. Parents,
grandparents and/or any caregivers are welcome to join us for coffee and discussion while
your children are at Sunday School, and then you are encouraged to attend worship as a
family at 10:30. Come to share and discuss what has worked and what has not worked for
you, or you may just come for some encouraging words and Bible verses to help equip you
for the week. The Bible and materials from Focus on the Family will be used.
FAMILY FOCUS WEDNESDAYS, 5:30-7:00 p.m. (or whenever you can arrive!) -- This is for
busy parents and anyone who needs a midweek pick-me up to come and relax and
hear some inspiring words. Come as you are and bring nothing except your love for
God! We will supply a light dinner, then whisk your children off to play and/or do
homework while the adults to a study on relevant topics. During the month of October
Pastor Clark will lead a devotional mini-series entitled “But That’s Another Sermon.”
PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT: Come join us the first Friday of every month for a night of fun
(6:00 – 9:00 p.m.)! Parents, drop off your children of any age with us while you go relax,
have dinner, shop, etc. We will entertain them for hours! The program is directed by
DCM Virginia Jacobs, and assisted by Loretta Nelson and Nancy Sumrall along with
teens from 29 Eleven who have completed our Child Protection training. Our next
gathering is Friday, October 5!
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These two letters have already been mailed out to prospective students, but I include these copies as an
addendum to the Christian Education page to both (a) remind and/or inform everyone in the congregation
of these ongoing traditions of the Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian, AND (b) invite any
interested students who may have been missed in the mailings. Fourteen students (which I think may be
a record high in my years here!) have been invited to participate in the 2019-2020 Confirmation Class.
-- Pastor Clark
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29ELEVEN YOUTH MINISTRIES
When questions arise in our faith, the Bible holds all the truth and knowledge
that we seek. This year, I want to focus our students’ attention towards
learning God’s truths not through man’s words, but through God’s Word
alone. I want to challenge our teens to ask questions about their faith and
steer them to the Word of God for answers.
Our Sunday School class is gathering Sunday mornings at 9 a.m. to study
The Heidelberg Catechism. This catechism (editor’s note --- this catechism is included in The Book of Confessions of the
Presbyterian Church USA, Book 1 of our denominational constitution – Pastor Clark), steps through the foundations of our
faith in a “question & answer” format, providing Bible references within each response. The goal of this study
is to equip each student with a biblical foundation for them to bring into their home, school, and work lives.
Our 29Eleven youth fellowship is gathering Sunday evenings at 6 p.m. to continue THE
THREAD study. Each week, we see how God’s Word is perfectly woven together throughout
the Old Testament and New Testament. We are uncovering the
Gospel message that is fully present and threaded throughout the
Bible, giving much deeper meaning to passages we’ve previously
read and studied.
September was a busy month for us.
Along with starting our curriculums, we
also visited Ms. Janet Pisano and her
friends at All-American Assisted
Living, started our monthly dinner
gatherings (more details to come), and
presented verbal testimonies from the

See next page for Devon, Henry & Carissa’s testimonies -- slc

summer mission trip (another editor’s note … I was so moved by these wellpresented and inspiring testimonies I asked for written copies … edited slightly
for space, I included them on the next page! – Pastor Clark) at the Welcome
Back Potluck Luncheon September 15. As I look back on the
past month, I cannot wait to see what God has in store for our
family this month. We are looking forward to our FALL RETREAT
October 25-27 at Camp Aldersgate. If your teen is still
interested in joining us, please email me for more information.
In Christ,

Matthew Majeika, Director of Young Adult Ministries (mmajeika@gccp.org)

WORSHIP COMMITTEE
We transitioned back to two services of worship in September, 9:00 AM
and 10:30 A.M. This schedule presents a fantastic opportunity for your
to volunteer and take part in our worship services, doubling the
opportunities available for Lectors, Greeters and Acolytes. Make a
commitment to serve the Lord through worship by taking part in one of
these offered roles. By volunteering you will have the opportunity to
share the love of Christ with our entire worship family and be a part of
helping our Greenwood Church families grow and flourish.
As we serve the Lord and thank Him for our many blessings, our Worship Committee offers
opportunities for you to begin an active role in our weekly worship. The volunteer positions
available are: Lectors, Greeters and Acolytes (ideal for our younger members of the church).
There is no experience needed to volunteer for any of these positions and training is available.
If you are interested please call me (Wayne) at my home at 737-0480 or email me at
fopawam@verizon.net and we can discuss your interest and get you started in serving God
through our worship services and or many other avenues.
We are blessed and thank and appreciate all our volunteers for their dedicated and continued
support in serving our Lord. I thank all our Elders and Deacons and ask that they continue to
volunteer and sign up to serve the Lord through serving the sacrament of communion. Our
Worship committee meets weekly before and after the Sunday services, so if you have any
questions, comments, and or suggestions, Don and I would love to hear from you. Make time
for your spiritual nourishment by actively serving the Lord through worship. See you Sunday!
Respectfully submitted,
Wayne A. Meunier, for the Worship Committee
Donald Sorgel, Chair
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CARISSA KOOP -- This year is going to be my third year in this amazing
group. Our trip to Philadelphia was my first mission trip, and wow I was
excited about this trip; it was my first mission trip and I was curious
about what I was going to experience. Last year I could not join them
but they talked about the people they met and how they grew in their
faith during the trip, so I wanted to personally experience it for myself
this year. When my parents told me I could go this year, I was
overjoyed because I was eager to see how I could grow in my faith.
Once we got there, I knew it was going to be life-changing from the
number of people there all joining together to sing, to everyone going
silent to hear Pastor Ken’s impactful words. Our first Bible study/track
group meeting was intimidating because I was meeting people from
mostly Virginia and Alabama. I met two girls in my track group from
Virginia and I will remember forever the memories we made together.
The first full day took the most adjustment. We went to site for the first
time. My track group was “Games and Rec.” We played games with a
group of kids in a camp at a place called Shepherd Park. Our mission
was to try and introduce them to the Gospel. Some of the kids we met
were very young, so we either played games with them or did arts and
crafts. Most of the time I helped with arts and crafts. Whether I was
face painting, making bracelets, or playing Uno, the kids were always
excited to do something fun. The joy on their faces was amazing.
Sometimes they just wanted to talk, so we would listen to them tell us
stories or talk about their lives and you could just tell they were happy
simply talking to someone. One day while we were on site, it rained so
we had to go inside. It was around pick-up time so all the children
were tired and they literally fell asleep in our arms. At that point, I truly
felt like I had made a connection with some of them. Friday was our
last day on site. The kids were upset and so were we because we had
to say goodbye. I’ve never gotten so many hugs in one day.

not there to just have fun but to also work. Personally, I had fun
while working, because everyone was friendly and we got to play with
the kids, not just watch them. There was a child there named Semaj
who was [a bit wild] but by the end of the week he was very nice and I
even had the opportunity to pray with him alone! This mission trip was
the best thing that could have happened for me this year because I
feel like if I hadn’t gone, I would be a completely different person right
now. Thank you to the Deacons, Mission Committee, Presbyterian
Women and others for helping us go, thank you to anyone else who
helped us raise money for giving us the opportunity to go and thank
you, God, for bringing us all together to spread the Word.
HENRY HERSUM -- I’m currently a senior at the Prout School. First off I
would like to thank ALL those who helped fund and manage the trip, as
if it were not for you, I would not have been able to have had this great
experience. I’ve been coming to youth group since around November
of my freshman year. I won’t ever forget walking in for the first time, to
Luke Donovan and Brandon Phillips intensely debating whether or not
the earth was a sandwich. This was my first mission trip. I didn’t really
know what to expect, or how the week would go at all. All I knew was
that I had a plan of what I wanted to accomplish. I wanted to get
something out of each day along with meeting new people who were
followers of Christ. In the previous two years of youth group, I was not
really committed to attend every Sunday. Whether I was prioritizing
baseball, or just being lazy and not feeling like going. I’ve come to
learn these things are nowhere close to as important as spending time
at worship. So now I understand why in the past my dad always said
there shouldn’t be a game or practice on a Sunday.
In these two years, I’m going to be honest, I never really wanted or felt
the need to understand or get something out of our worship time during
youth group. All I really remember from those two years is sometimes
Steve would play a song that I liked. During my junior year, I was
blessed with my favorite religion teacher for the religion class we have
to take. While I had him for one semester freshman year, and at the
time he was probably my favorite, because I got an easy A; this year it
was for a completely different reason. Unlike the other teachers, who I
felt like treated religion class as more of a history class, he almost never
used the textbook to teach. He basically had a sermon for every class,
which really spoke to me, and helped me grow in my faith. I believe
because of this, I really began taking the worship time at youth group
more seriously than before, and was really getting something out of it.

Every night we had church group time where we reflected on the day.
We went from having extremely serious discussions that led people to
tears, to laughing so hard our stomachs hurt. I will never forget
Thursday night. It rained so hard that night; we went to worship
barefoot because all of our shoes were soaked. Thursday was “cry
night” and let me tell y’all, I cried. I remember crying because the
worship and sermon were so impactful and life-changing and the
presence in the room was so supporting and loving. After worship, we
went to the bathroom to try and stop crying and clean up a little, but the
exact opposite happened. Mrs. Corrie Majeika gave me a hug and I
just started to cry even more. We ended up having a little prayer circle
in the middle of the bathroom. It was awesome because all of us felt
God’s Spirit with us. When we got to the room to start our group
discussion, you could just tell everyone felt the Holy Spirit that night.

While going to a Catholic school the past four years, I never really had
a great understanding for where I was in my faith. I always believed
God was real, but when asked who God was to me and in my life
during my peer minister interview last spring (which is where a senior
leads underclassmen on retreats to the URI Catholic Center throughout
the year) I didn’t really know how to answer that question. I just didn’t
really have a “personal” answer to give. While I did get accepted to be
a peer minister, whatever I had said was not a true, real answer. In
that moment I was like, “Wow I’ve never really thought about this
before.” One of the days during the mission trip I had a similar
experience. Our track leader asked the question. “”Have you accepted
Christ in your life?” Truthfully, I did not really know what the question
was asking at the time. It wasn’t until the last day and first week back
from the trip that I felt like I could now really answer this question.

While on the trip I made the realization that I finally want to get
baptized. I had my “Aha” moment on this trip. This mission trip came
with so many emotions; happy, excited, overcome, sad, confused,
found, and loved. This was the best experience of my life and I am so
glad I went. I would like to thank all of the people that sponsored us to
go on this trip. We greatly appreciate all of your support towards us.
Because of your help, we accomplished great things and some of us
came home with tremendous growth in our faith; we wouldn’t have
been able to do that without your help. So, thank you so much.
DEVON MENDEZ This year I had the amazing opportunity to be able
to join the Greenwood community youth group. At first I was a bit
nervous, but everyone there made me feel welcome. If it wasn't for
two of my closest friends, Amelia and Rachel, I would have never
thought of joining youth group. There is a youth group at the church
where I go but I was never able to make it. Rachel and Amelia told me
about how friendly this youth group was. Everyone was talking about a
mission trip, and I thought it sounded pretty fun. Skip a few months
later and now I'm packing for Pennsylvania! I was super excited to find
out what track I was on and who I would be working with. When I got
to the church everyone was already there so I felt super excited
because we were leaving and we were going to Pennsylvania. The
youth leaders gave us some pretty cool t-shirts and we took group
pictures. When we finally arrived at the site I felt like a kid in a candy
shop … everything was different; it was definitely not Rhode Island.
We had services every night and all of them had me sitting at the edge
of my seat. My perspective on God and the Bible changed so much in
the week. At first I believed in God, but I wouldn’t pray unless I needed
something. Now I talk to God just as if He was sitting right next to me.
I took notes every night at the services and sometimes I look back and
remember we are all blessed to be there. My favorite part of the whole
mission trip was the Thursday night service because it was very
touching and very relatable … the pastor was talking about family life
and how we all lived as individuals in the same body of Christ. I was
on the children's track so I got to work with Corrie and Mandy, I helped
fix a stained glass window in the main sanctuary and also play with
the kids who were there. We also helped clean up the food pantry
and organize the clothes that were given to be donated. We were

Each day we went to a site in the community of Philadelphia. I was in
the social track, which was one that I wasn’t a huge fan of, as the
“games and rec” was supposed to be the fun one. However, I really
gave myself the mindset of finding a way to make whatever job we had
to do fun, and my main goal was to get something out of every day. I
figured it was probably for the best that I was not in the games track
where I would probably just be playing basketball for fun, and not
learning anything or having an experience to help me grow as a person
and spiritually. As I am writing this, I think it was much needed for me,
as reflecting on the trip over two months after is making me feel great*
I know that on that last day, and the first week after the trip, I felt so
infused with God, there was nothing like it. I just felt so confident,
motivated, [even] invincible with anything I did. Being around people
outside of the church who openly talked about their walks of faith was a
new experience and a good one. I was put with the group that was
right for me. Although the southern accents were really cool, we had a
very diverse group, which was great. We also happened to win every
single event/game possible which was also nice, of course, but I feel
like we won as a group rather than as individuals. Rather than just
knowing the group for three days, it felt like we were best friends and
had known each other for much longer. To this day, I still talk to some
of the friends I made in the track group, and sometimes we are just
talking about faith, which is a new and great thing for me. So, this
experience really helped me grow in my faith, and learn about myself
and my connection with God, as well as what it means to accept Christ
in my life. I think this experience will be something I will never forget,
and always be proud of. THANK YOU.
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MEMBER CARE COMMITTEE
It’s October, and fall season at Greenwood Church is fully underway with Sunday School and Bible Study for
all ages, fellowship and fun through King’s Kids, 29Eleven, Presbyterian Women, 39ers, and Family Focus
Wednesdays, to name a few. You can learn more about these programs elsewhere in this issue. We hope
that everyone will be able to participate in some of these activities and our other opportunities for fellowship in
the coming weeks. Our first all-church event of the new season was a potluck luncheon on September 15
during which three of our younger members engagingly and enthusiastically described the wonderful
experiences they shared on their summer mission trip to Philadelphia.
Coming soon! SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2019, we will celebrate GREENWOOD’S 75TH ANNIVERSARY with a special
worship service followed by an anniversary celebration at the Quidnessett Country Club in North Kingstown.
Tickets will be available at coffee hour starting in October.
This month our historical reflection will take a look back at the organization now known as Presbyterian
Women (PW), which is also celebrating its 75th anniversary this year. In 1945 the women of the new
Greenwood Community Church formed an organization known as the Women’s Guild and the first President
was Rachel Gilmartin. In the late 1950s the name was changed to the Women’s Association and then in
1988 to Presbyterian Women of Greenwood Community Church, commonly known as PW.
Even in the earliest years, the
women were very involved with
fund-raising activities to equip
the new kitchen. They also
made an annual contribution to
the Session to help support the
programs of the church. They
held suppers and Christmas
sales and the famous May
Breakfast. In 1949 they held a
Christmas Bazaar in the brand
new, unfinished basement church as
shown here. The bazaars have continued
to the present time and serve not only as
fund-raising events, but a time for good
fellowship and outreach to the community
as friends and family members come to
purchase beautiful centerpieces, crafts,
delicious food (upper right photo from
1988), and even Attic Treasures. For
many years, a memorable attraction was a
Polaroid photo with Santa (Mike Koczan),
and in 1996 new pastor Steve Clark certainly did not want to miss out on a
chance to share his Christmas wishes.
The May Breakfast is almost as old as the bazaar and while it is a lot of work for a lot of people, it brings
people together and raises funds to support the many programs that PW still supports, from a wide variety of
mission projects, including support of our own 29 Eleven youth missionaries and contributions to the church for
special projects like the 2019 renovation of the second floor east restrooms or the redecoration of the parlor
several years ago. For many years now, both men and women have helped out with the cooking, serving, and
clean-up. Photos below are women at the sign in 1963, the serving crew in the 1980s, and Don Sorgel and
Mike Koczan cooking johnnycakes.

PW has evolved over time. In the early years, many of its members were stay-at-home moms, while today
many balance families and careers. One feature that has kept PW going strong for 75 years is the institution of
circles in 1960. These are small groups that meet monthly and offer women a chance to get to know and
support one another. In 1960 there were just two that met in the evenings for Bible Study. This program has
grown to seven circles: some meet during the day and some in the evening. For 35 years one of the circles
regularly met with patients at the R.I. Medical Center. Today, the Picasso Circle of quilters makes sleeping
bags for the homeless. Others gather for Bible study, book discussions, craft projects (especially in bazaar
years), and more. Each Circle also reaches out to special “friends” who are shut-ins or in nursing homes.
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All seven circles meet together four times a year for special gatherings. The favorite of the gatherings of the
whole group is the annual Christmas dinner. For many years now, this has been prepared and served by
Greenwood’s men (photos at the top are from 1988), led for many years by talented chef Stu Mason to whom
we are all most grateful (he leads the May breakfast effort, too.)
PW has also sponsored many special events, from summer outings at Florence Thompson’s summer cottage
to a bridal show in 1999 (pictured below). They have also published several cookbooks over the years and a
booklet of Advent reflections for the Greenwood’s 60th anniversary.

In addition to fellowship and fundraising, PW contributes to our church in many other ways. During the year,
they collect various items from school supplies and toys to paper goods and toiletries for needy groups. They
have sponsored the “39ers” and have a Committee for funeral collations. Finally, its members serve the
church in many other roles as Deacons, Elders, Sunday School teachers, youth leaders, choir members, and
more. CONGRATULATIONS TO PW ON THEIR ANNIVERSARY AND BEST WISHES FOR THE NEXT 75 YEARS!
Elaine Magyar for the Member Care Committee
Member Care Committee: Joan Eichenfeldt, Harry Curran, Sheila Curran, Sue Desmond, Linda Martin, JoanSandra McKnight, Loretta Nelson, Bonnie Readett, Cathy Schobel, and Betty Stacey

Andrew Donilon 10/01
Kathaleen Cheney 10/02
Peggy McKeever 10/04
Nancy Soave 10/04
Alyssa Jencks 10/06
Emmy Kmet 10/06
Karen Ruhren 10/06
Melissa Algozino 10/07

Jean Greco 10/08
Janice Dailey 10/10
Barry Baxter 10/11
Ashley Taylor 10/12
Maggie Hebert 10/15
Darroch Fairbairn Summers 10/16
Lori Pickup 10/18
Marge Allstrom 10/19
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Doris Fahlman 10/19
Gina Carson 10/22
Adam Jones 10/24
Joyce Riccitelli 10/25
Richard LaBanca 10/28
Evelyn Majeika 10/28
Grace Seufert 10/29
Katherine Hebert 10/31
Janet Pisano 10/31

MUSIC PROGRAM
Dear friends,
We welcomed the fall with a wave of new members, renewed energy, excitement and enthusiasm in our
ministry of music. Our Chancel Choir has resumed weekly rehearsals, preparing anthems for worship each
week and leading the congregation in singing hymns. We are building our repertoire to include new choral
responses following the benediction, placing a fitting seal on our worship before the grand sendoff of the
postlude. Our two Handbell Choirs have also resumed their weekly rehearsals on Friday mornings and
Sunday afternoons, and are beginning to make appearances in our worship services every few weeks. Our
Youth Choir students are rehearsing at the beginning of the King’s Kids fellowship time, and have been
learning new anthems to sing in worship in addition to ringing our Suzuki tone chimes and playing other hand
percussion instruments. It’s still not too late to join any of our ensembles; if you are interested in giving it a try,
please speak to me or any current member!
Planning and preparation is already underway for our Christmas
concert, which will be held Sunday, December 15 at 5:00 p.m. The
program, entitled “Sing, Choirs of Angels” features favorite Christmas
works for chorus with professional brass ensemble, organ and
percussion, along with selections from our Handbell Choirs, Youth
Choir and soloists. Please mark your calendars and invite your friends;
you won’t want to miss this very special performance! We will again be
visited by the Carillon Women’s Chorus on Sunday, December 1st
at 3:00 p.m. This group, conducted by Dr. Christine Noel (and
including two of our own church members!) will perform an hour-long
program of seasonal music for women’s voices in four-part harmony.
At each of our rehearsals, we pray that our music may inspire us and
our congregation into a richer, fuller worship experience, provide a
glimpse of the light and love of God, and fuel us all to deeper service of
His kingdom as we are sent forth from worship. Please join us in this
prayer, taking the effort and dedication of our wonderful volunteer
musicians and consecrating our song to the glory of God and
nourishment of our corporate worship.

Blessings,
/s/ John
John Black, Director of Music and Choirs, Organist
Alexandra Nichols, Music Associate
BUILDING AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE
Calling all servants of the Lord! Come
one, come all and serve the Lord by
giving your labor of love to improve
His and our house of worship.
If you can help us with cleaning,
painting,
yard
work,
plumbing,
electrical wiring, carpentry, plumbing,
floating hard wood floors, drop
ceilings, and by giving a few hours of
your time, join us on SATURDAY,
NOVEMBER 9TH FROM 9 A.M. TO 4
P.M. serving the Lord by improving
His and our House of Worship.
For additional information and/or
questions call me at 401-738-0480 or
email fopawam@verizon.net and let
me know you will be there! A pizza
lunch will be served for all, along with
prayer and fellowship. Let us dwell in
the house of our Lord with our
laboring hands and our love for Christ
by serving in this mission that begins
at our home. Save this date and give
your gift of charity through your labor
that will begin at our home by serving
our Lord and improving His house of
Worship. Don’t be left out. May the
peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with you. See you there!
Wayne A. Meunier, Chair
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MISSION COMMITTEE
MEET US IN THE TABERNACLE! Our friends Oded
and Bimini Cohen with Global Outreach will
again be coming from Israel to visit Greenwood
on Saturday, October 12, 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. in
Fellowship Hall. They will give their “Christ in
the Feast of Tabernacles” presentation which
aims to enrich the church’s understanding of the
Gospel by going back to the Jewish roots of the
Christian faith. They will explain how the Feast
of Tabernacles (Sukkot) is a vibrant part of
Jewish life today, as well as how the holiday
offers a wealth of meaning for Christians who
value their Old Testament heritage. They will
attempt to transport you to Jerusalem in Jesus’
day and set the stage for His claims to be the Light of the World and the one who provides the Living Water
of the Spirit. We know from the Gospels that Jesus not only celebrated the Feast of the Tabernacles, He
used it as the occasion to reveal His nature and His mission. Christians who want to better understand the
Jewish life that Jesus lived on this earth will feel they know Him even more intimately as they learn about the
rituals He and His disciples observed. One purpose of the presentation is to address questions that seekers
may have about the Jewishness of Jesus and its implications for them. Like many of the Jewish holidays ‘The
Feast of Tabernacles’ (Sukkot) shows how consistent the God of Israel is in His desire to have a real and
personal relationship with those who are looking for Him. There will be a clear and sensitive presentation of
the gospel and it is most appropriate to invite seekers to this program. A question and answer time will follow
the presentation. There will also be a ministry update from the Cohens. A light breakfast with traditional
Sukkot and Rosh Hashanah foods will be served.
RHODE ISLAND YOUNG LIFE -- It’s time for the Rhode Island Young Life
Annual Fall Celebration which will be held Saturday, October 26 beginning
at 10:22 am. The event will take place at Cedar Hall, 25 Old County Rd.,
Barrington, Rhode Island (right next to the Barrington Baptist Church). The banquet
is always an exciting opportunity to bring kids, leaders and adults together to
celebrate the mission of Young Life. There will be a Silent Auction, door prizes,
and gluten-free options will also be available. Please contact Sam Koldyk,
Chair of the Mission Team, by October 9 if you’re interested.
JEAN WILKINS CLERVEAU / COMPASSION INTERNATIONAL UPDATE: Over the past ten (!) years the 29 Eleven
Youth Fellowship has sponsored Haitian child Jean Wilkins Clerveau as an international mission project. Over
the past decade the youth made weekly contributions and sold sodas from the kitchen refrigerator during the
Talent Show and other events to raise the necessary $32 per month needed for Jean’s education.
Compassion International normally supports children until the child reaches the age of 18, except for the
country of Haiti. In Haiti, a child is supported until they reach the age of 22; for additional education or training
in a skill. The Mission Team has offered to take over Jean’s sponsorship with Compassion. We welcome
donations to our new ministry. You may still purchase sodas from the kitchen refrigerator for $1 each.
Respectfully submitted for the Mission Committee by,
Emmy Kmet
Samuel Koldyk, Mission Committee Chair, Emmy Kmet,, Jonathan Farnsworth, Wilma Swanson

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
Tithing is not stewardship; stewardship is using all the gifts that God has
given us, to the best of our abilities, to make His world a better place for
all His children. “The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the
world, and all who live in it.” (Psalm 24:1)
Deuteronomy 8:17-18. – “You may say to yourself, ‘My power and the strength of my hands have produced
this wealth for me.’ But remember the LORD your God, for it is He who gives you the ability to produce wealth,
and so confirms His covenant, which He swore to your forefathers, as it is today.”
Our calling is not just to make use of our time, talents and abilities, but to do so with all our
heart. Paul writes: “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the
Lord, not for men, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a
reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.” (Colossians 3:23-24)
Faithful stewardship is its own reward.
“The Master exclaims, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put
you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’” (Matthew 25:21)
Thank You,
Respectfully submitted by Barry Baxter, Chair of Stewardship Committee
Jeffrey Plouffe, Jeffrey Black, Dennis Charpentier, Barbara Miller and Eric Robinson
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75TH ANNIVERSARY CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE (PASTOR PAGE AND STEWARDSHIP ADDENDUM)

“In this 75TH
ANNIVERSARY year of our church’s founding, I am asking you to help ensure the long term well-being, beauty and quality of our church
building for at least another 75 years by donating to the 75TH ANNIVERSARY CAPITAL CAMPAIGN. It may inspire you to know that even
before this letter was written, we’ve already received nearly $9,000 in designated donations toward our $75,000 goal!”
EXCERPT

FROM

PASTOR CLARK’S AUGUST 21

ORIGINAL MAILING OFFICIALLY LAUNCHING THE CAMPAIGN:

EXCERPT FROM THE JANUARY 2019 FISHERMEN’S NEWS PASTOR’S PAGE (also reproduced in that August mailing) -- “Well, mark your
calendars for the grand 75th Anniversary celebration being planned for November 17, 2019 to commemorate our November 12, 1944
charter! You’ll be hearing frequently the number 75 in the months to come. Coincidentally, I actually started working on this page
approximately 7.5 hours after the (well-attended) 75th Annual Meeting of the Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian, during
which I mentioned that in the coming months we’ll be conducting a 75TH ANNIVERSARY CAPITAL CAMPAIGN to raise $75,000 in
commemoration of our 75th ANNIVERSARY to help ensure our building will be in excellent condition for at least another 75 years …
beginning with repaying the loan for the vital restoration of the very roof under which this congregation will continue ‘… to help people
love God more, help our members love each other more, and to render loving service to the world beyond our doors in the name of
Jesus …’ for generations to come!”

As of Sunday, September 22, just one month after the date of the original mailing, an
additional $22,000+ (!) has been contributed or pledged; combined with the nearly $9,000
already given, that brings us to $31,000, approximately 40% of our $75,000 goal with just
under two months to go until our anniversary celebration! THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK
YOU for your generously faithful response to date! Keep it up! LET US ALL DETERMINE TO
HELP LEAVE THIS CHURCH BUILDING BETTER THAN WE FOUND IT, FOR GENERATIONS TO COME!
Additional packets of the original mailing are available in church office, additional donation envelopes are
available in the pews, and if you lost your pledge form, here’s another one! Also reproduced right below is the original
“Dream List” which is continually being updated and/or revised as projects are completed, re-evaluated and/or newly anticipated.
During Lent, the Building and Grounds Committee under the capable leadership of Wayne Meunier brainstormed a list of forty (in keeping with Lent)
items/projects for the foreseeable future. This is only a partial list of all that could be done, but it is a start! Some were already accomplished via Work
Days; others are long term and will require capital expenditures from the 75TH ANNIVERSARY CAPITAL CAMPAIGN and other sources. Also, as mentioned
elsewhere and during the Annual Meeting, the replacement of the east and west wing roofs last fall was funded by a loan we anticipate paying from the
75TH ANNIVERSARY CAPITAL CAMPAIGN. We are also constantly thinking of ways to improve, update and enhance the overall function, usefulness and
appearance of every area of the church building; if you would like to offer suggestions, please contact any Building & Grounds Committee member!
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Name____________________________________Address__________________________
City_____________________________________ State_______________Zip___________
In consideration of my interest in the life and worship of the Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian, and as an
expression of gratitude for God’s blessings to and through this church community for seventy five years, and with the
prayerful hope of helping ensure at least another seventy five years of faithful ministry at 805 Main Avenue, I intend to
support the 75th Anniversary Capital Campaign by pledging/giving the following:
52, 104, or 156 (circle one) weekly payments of $__________ per week totaling $__________
12, 24 or 36 (circle one) monthly payments of

$__________ per month totaling $__________

______________ payments of

$__________ per _____ totaling $__________

Cash or Check herewith ------------------------------------------------------------------------$__________
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Our Fall schedule is off to vibrant start matching the beauty of Fall all around us. We
enjoyed a well attended Fall Coffee & Circle Kickoff, enjoyed some tasty treats, and
welcomed some new members. Do know that all women are invited to join us, whenever
possible, for Gatherings and Circles. PW information for Circle meetings and general
notices can be found in the bulletin as well as posted on the Presbyterian Women board,
which is near the hall coat closet area.
The Autumn Gathering Potluck October 1 at 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship
Hall will feature Geralyn Ducady from the Rhode Island Historical Society.
She will inform us about “Important Women in Rhode Island History”. Place settings, coffee,
and tea are provided for this annual tradition and we certainly hope that you’ll join us. Please
bring paper goods and non-perishable food items to donate to our community agencies.
We are so blessed to always receive a tremendous outpouring of support from all of you!
Thank You! Our first project – Church World Service School Supplies – is posted below.
We will place a notice when the Health Kit collections begin. Blanket Sunday Collections will continue for a
short time and we appreciate all who have helped with this drive thus far. We also collect other items yearround, such as eyeglasses, pull tabs from drink cans, cell phones, unused greeting cards, and Box Tops for
Education. The colorful collection boxes are on the shelf over the coat rack near the kitchen. We thank you for
helping to fill these boxes in order to help others. Once again thank you for supporting us and those in need.
SCHOOL SUPPLIES are now on sale at good prices making it a good time
to begin our collection for the Church World Service. Please place your
contributions in the collection box in Fellowship Hall. Thank you!
Items Needed:
70-count bound notebooks or notebooks totaling 200 – 210 pages
(no loose leaf or filler paper)
30 centimeter / 12 inch rulers / Blunt (round-tipped) scissors
Hand-held pencil sharpeners / Pencils (unsharpened) with erasers
Boxes of 24 crayons

“A circle of strength, founded on faith”
Artena Fairbairn, for Presbyterian Women

‘ROUND IN CIRCLES FOR OCTOBER’
Circle I meets October 22, 1:00 pm to continue
this year’s Bible study: “LOVE CARVED IN STONE:
Moses and the Ten Commandments”.

Circle IV meets October 1 & 22, 7:00 pm in the
parlor.
Circle V meets October 8, 12:00 noon for a short
meeting and then will visit shut-ins and persons of
concern.

Circle II meets October 8, 12:00 noon in the
church parlor: those who wish to do so may bring a
bagged lunch.

Circle VII meets October 8, 7:00 pm in the
Kindergarten room.

Circle III meets October 8, 6:15 pm at the
Fairbairn home for light refreshments and work on
Christmas Bazaar projects.

Circle VIII (Picasso Quilters) meets October 15
and 29 at 1:00 pm in Fellowship Hall.

39ers’ OCTOBER GATHERING
Wednesday, October 16, 11:30 a.m.
Chelo’s Restaurant, 2225 Post Road, Warwick
Choose any item off Menu!
Program in Fellowship Hall at 1:30 P.M.
If you need a ride or a reservation, please call Joan Eichenfeldt @ 737-0128
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~~~ CAUGHT IN THE NET / NOTES RECEIVED ~~~

-- - - -

SYMPATHIES AND PRAYERS ARE EXTENDED TO family and friends of Betty Callaway Votta, 94, a member of the
congregation since 1955, who passed away September 18. The funeral service was September 21 at the
Barrett & Cotter Funeral Home in Warwick. Mrs. Votta, widowed in 1995 (husband Timothy) and the mother of
four, remained active in the church and faithful in attendance as long as she was physically able.
CONGRATULATIONS TO ERIC MICHAEL MCNEELY AND LAUREN MARIE AKQULIAN who were married September 14
at Carolyn’s Sakonnet Vineyard in Little Compton (a vineyard managed by the bride’s Aunt Carolyn!). The ceremony
was jointly officiated by the Reverends Stephen L. Clarks. Blessings and best wishes to a delightful couple!
CONGRATULATIONS, ALSO, to David Raymond Greco, son of Mr. & Mrs. Ray (Jean) Greco, and Rebecca
Anny Levy, who exchanged marital vows on the shore of Lake Champlain in Vergennes, Vermont August 31.
The newlyweds reside and work in Boston.
Dear members of Greenwood Church:

(con’t from previous column; the original September 16 message)

A belated, but sincere, Thank You for all the good wishes and
fantastic birthday cake in Fellowship Hall. I feel very blessed and
ready to take on another year!

Dear all,
Something of an emergency has come up, and I'm heading to Ohio
early tomorrow morning. Please don't call me (unless there is an
emergency, of course), as I've a boatload of things to get done
before leaving, but know that Hannah is safe and (all things
considered) well. She had a major accident this morning on the way
home from her first 12-hour night nursing shift, totaling her minivan.
She is bumped and bruised, has two black eyes and a few cuts, but
is otherwise somewhat miraculously unhurt AND no one else is hurt
... she apparently nodded off at the wheel just five minutes from
home, crossed lanes of traffic, sideswiped another car, took out a
telephone pole and the minivan overturned landing on the driver's
side. I'm flying out to Dayton early tomorrow morning, and will be
back late Wednesday afternoon ... tried to get out there today but
couldn't get everything together in time to arrange a flight. Among
other things, we need to get her another vehicle and get all the other
related damages and expenses settled and taken care of. Please
keep her in your prayers; she's understandably rattled. And please
include prayers of gratitude, as this could have been much worse.

Sincerely,
Angie D’Albora
Dear Wonderful Greenwood Family,
Thank you so much for your many cards filled with prayers and good
wishes. The flowers are still brightening up my kitchen. I am
especially thankful for Pastor Clark for traveling to Boston on his
motorcycle to visit me at Brigham and Women’s Hospital.
With much love and gratitude,
Jerianne Berman
And received JUST before this issue went to print:
Hi Pastor Clark!
I’m so happy to share with you that Grace Elizabeth Whaley joined
our family today! We are absolutely thrilled and so in love with her
already. And she has a very proud big
sister! We will be in the hospital (Women
& Infant’s) through Monday. Please feel
free to share the news with the
congregation on Sunday!
Grace
Elizabeth Whaley, Born 9/27/19,
11:25am, 7lbs, 2oz, 20in.
I strongly believe she is a blessing from
my grandma... our Amazing Grace. (ed.
note – Stefanie’s grandmother is the
dearly departed Doris Safford)
Best,
Stefanie, Mike, Laura and Grace

Blessings, Pastor Clark
September 27, 2019, 11:14:24 AM
Dear all,
I regret not getting a note out sooner; so much has been happening
these past days.
Carol Castergine's husband, Jimmy, is now at home, but
continues to be in serious and grim medical condition. Carol asked
to be excused from work today as she/they had a very long and
difficult night. My understanding is that he will continue infusion and
radiation treatments on an outpatient basis, but continues to suffer
excruciating bone pain due to extensive cancerous lesions.
Bob Herman suffered a bad fall last week, and spent a few days in
Kent County Hospital. He has now been admitted/released to Alpine
Nursing Home in West Greenwich/Coventry (557 Weaver Hill Road,
Coventry, RI 02816), which is also where his wife Betty is residing.

CALLING TREE NOTICES
September 19, 2019 at 9:57:59
Dear all,

George Davis also suffered a bad fall at home, suffering a head
laceration and a fracture in a neck vertebrae (requiring a neck brace
for at least seven weeks), and after hospitalization is now residing at
the Linn Health Center (formerly the United Methodist Elder Care, 30
Alexander Avenue, East Providence, RI 02914). He is also unable
to swallow at present; I do not know if this is related to his accident or
a symptom of a pre-existing condition.

The good news is that Hannah is doing well … for anyone who may
not have received the message Monday, September 16, it is
reproduced below; this went out to a limited number of people for
personal/privacy concerns at the time, but is now OK to share. We
were able to procure her a safe and reliable vehicle to replace the
totaled minivan as well as take care of other matters related to the
accident. Again, I'm grateful to God, as this could have been so
much worse; see below for a link to a local news article from
Monday. I returned home last night (after an unplanned delay in the
PHL airport).

Louise Ferrante was knocked over in a store parking lot by
someone backing out of a car space last Saturday, she suffered a
broken hip and underwent subsequent surgery Sunday at Kent
County Hospital. The procedure went very well, and she is now in
the Genesis Health Care for rehabilitation (formerly the Greenwood
Center on 1139 Main Avenue, just up the street from the church).

The sad news is that I just learned from Carol Castergine that her
husband, Jimmy, is in critical condition at Rhode Island Hospital;
some of you may know he was diagnosed with a blood leukemia
disorder some time ago, but apparently it has inexplicably
accelerated … he is in excruciating pain, has broken bones (ribs and
pelvis), spleen and liver involvement, and is just about unable to
move without much discomfort.

Martha Beard continues to reside at the Kent Regency Center, 660
Commonwealth Avenue, where she was admitted early September.
I just learned Cheryl Bullock was hospitalized earlier this week at
Kent. As of this morning, she is still there; I plan to check on her this
afternoon. (UPDATE: She is now in Brentwood Nursing Home)

I told Carol to go be with him; Cathy Schobel is now in the office and
will be here today to assist as needed. Please remember Jimmy (and
Carol!) in your prayers.

Finally, many of you have asked about Hannah, and I so appreciate
your thoughtfulness, concern and prayers. She is doing very well,
the bruises and black eyes have pretty much abated and she has
been back to work since Monday; all in all, she only missed 2 shifts.

Blessings,
Pastor Clark

Blessings and best regards,

(continued next column -- )

Pastor Clark
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