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SEPTEMBER 2019
Dear Members and Friends,
As I write this sitting in my office this last Wednesday in August (which is how I started my September 2018 cover
letter!), I am (again) feeling that ambivalent mix of bemused amazement and melancholy wistfulness at how
quickly another enjoyable, eventful and inspiring summer has just flown by! Not only has each worship
service again been so very well attended (and never lacking for an audience for a Time With The Children!), worshipful and
wonderfully uplifting (congregational singing from the full pews has been MOST inspiring, and the Summer Choir recruits were so
consistently uplifting and applause-worthy!), we enjoyed an historic and grandly celebratory Service of Ordination
July 14 for the now-Rev. Stephen L. Clark which perhaps ranks at the top of all my joyous and memorable
experiences as a pastor AND dad (I could write for pages about that, but won’t; I want to save room for pictures! Suffice it to
say for now, I am most grateful to all who did so much to make the day so special, AND to all who contributed to the most generous
$4,200 love offering!). The week before July 14, now-former Ministry Intern Stephen Clark, new Director of Young
Adult Ministries Matt Majeika and volunteer leaders Corrie Majieka, Cindy Pisano and Karen Lockhart
accompanied 17 teens for another inspiring, memorable and fulfilling mission trip to the Philadelphia area (come
to the Fall Kickoff Potluck September 15 to hear more about it!), returning home just in time to meaningfully participate in
Steve’s ordination. We also enjoyed another enthusiastic and well-attended week of Vacation Bible School
under the always-capable leadership of Lisa David, assisted by a team of 27 adult and young adult leaders …
some 55 children enjoyed a week of stories, songs, crafts, games and snacks, capping it off with another
wonderful presentation to a capacity crowd Sunday, July 28. Thursday, July 25, I accompanied Steve as he
moved his belongings to Corinth, NY where @ 20 welcoming Corinthians were on hand to help him move into
his (huge!) new home. Saturday, July 27, I again had the unique privilege of being invited to give the
invocation at, and participate in, Habitat for Humanity’s “Rolling for Homes” motorcycle and Jeep rally, a 68-mile
police-escorted loop to Beaver Tail and back with approximately 200 motorcycle and Jeep riders raising funds
for homes for military veterans … just after my final “Amen” I was serenaded with the Happy Birthday song by
all 200 bikers and Jeepers, as it was THE day I officially qualified for Medicare (Deb Stacey, Denise Mair and Joan
Eichenfeldt were present as they are active volunteers with Habitat). Daughter Hannah finished up her summer ministry
in Georgia, arriving at T.F. Green Airport 2:00 AM Monday, August 5 (after missing her original earlier flight), and
after a little sleep and a full day of packing the UHaul truck, we left August 6 to move her to her new job as an
oncology nurse for Kettering Hospital in Dayton, OH, unloading the last piece of furniture at her apartment
just after midnight. I flew to PVD the next day to be back in time to rehearse/officiate in what turned out to be a
magnificent wedding ceremony/celebration for the new Mr. & Mrs. Scott (Kate Sherrer) Quigley; Scott was a
student in the first Confirmation class I conducted at Greenwood 1997-98! Yes, the summer has just flown by.
Again, there’s more I could write, but want to leave room for pictures; the selection is difficult because
there are many I’ll have to leave out! I look forward with great anticipation to another eventful fall in the life of
Greenwood Community Church. Our two service schedule resumes September 8, along with Rally Day
kicking off Sunday School’s 78th year (and looking ahead to our 75th Anniversary of the church’s founding in November!).
Stephen L. Clark, Pastor
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Virginia Jacobs, Joann Rudolph, Kristine Swanson, Matthew Majeika
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL A wonderful week of Vacation Bible School took place here at
Greenwood July 22 – 26. Lisa David did another wonderful job as the Director, organizer,
teacher and leader of fifty-five students, twenty-seven volunteers and four church staff.
There were stories, songs, crafts, games and the always popular Water Park Splash Day on
Friday! The theme was “ROAR! LIFE IS WILD – GOD IS GOOD!” where children discover
that God is good through all life’s challenges. The mission project for the week was World
Vision First 1000 days. The children contributed over $200.00 in spare change and the
Mission Committee added funds for a grand total donation of $500.00. Thanks to ALL who
sent in coins for this worthwhile organization.
RALLY DAY IS COMING SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8! Sunday School classes will begin as well
as the fall schedule of two worship services (9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.). Students from grades
Pre-K through 12 will meet in the sanctuary at the 9:00 service. Pastor Clark will lead us
in songs, co-superintendent Krissy Swanson will give a brief message of welcome and
then students will be excused to their classes. We appreciate the faithful hearts and
hands of all of our Sunday School teachers. We are also grateful to John Pickup for
cleaning and preparing the classroom spaces for our use.
BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 15, Grades Pre-K through grade 5 will meet in the Kindergarten Room for Sunday
School worship (9:00 – 9:15) and then move to their classrooms. Students in grades 6 – 12 will gather in the
29Eleven Room. Offering envelopes will be provided on that day.
OUR NEW DIRECTOR OF YOUNG ADULT MINISTRIES IS MATTHEW MAJEIKA. Our Sunday School is blessed to
have Matthew and his wife, Corrie, teaching our Senior High students Sunday mornings as well as leading
29Eleven Youth Ministries Sunday evenings from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. Matthew will be using as his office the
former Sunday School office on the second floor of the East Wing (down the hall from the church parlor). The
Sunday School superintendents’ office will now be located on the third floor of the West Wing (above the Choir
Room, formerly used by Ministry Intern Steve Clark). We affectionately call this “Heaven West”! We also
have a mailbox in the church office if you need to leave us a message.
Joann Rudolph and Krissy Swanson, Sunday School Co-Superintendents
NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR OF FAMILY MINISTRIES:
Calling All Youth Grades 2-6 !!
You are invited to King’s Kids!
Sundays, 5:00-7:00

KING’S KIDS BEGINS SEPTEMBER 15! All children in grades 2 – 6 are invited to join us from 5:00 – 7:00
p.m. for fun and games, crafts, cooking, music and so much more. Be sure to bring a friend! We support each
other in prayer and learn good Christian values. Our mission this year will again be "Operation Christmas
Child," so please start saving shoe boxes and small gift items to go in them. More details will follow!
PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT: Come join us the first Friday of each month for a night of fun (6:00 –
9:00 p.m.)! Parents, drop your children of any age with us while you go relax, have dinner,
shop, etc. We will entertain them for hours! On September 6 we will work on crafts, eat pizza
and watch movies. The program is directed by DCM Virginia Jacobs assisted by Loretta
Nelson and Nancy Sumrall along with teens who have completed our Child Protection training.
PARENT CAFÉ – We will continue our “Parent Café“9:00 a.m. Sundays in
Fellowship Hall. Parents, grandparents and /or any caregivers are welcome to join
us for coffee and discussion while your children are at Sunday School, and then
you are encourage to attend worship as a family at 10:30. Come to share and
discuss what has worked and what has not worked for you, or you may just come
for some encouraging words and Bible verses to help equip you for the week. The
Bible and materials from FOCUS ON THE FAMILY will be used.
FAMILY FOCUS WEDNESDAYS, 5:30-7:00PM (OR WHENEVER YOU CAN ARRIVE!) Designed for busy parents and anyone who needs a midweek pick-me-up to come
and relax and hear some inspiring words. Come as you are and bring nothing
except your love for God! We will supply a light dinner, then whisk your children
off to play and/or do homework while the adults do a study on relevant topics.
This begins Wednesday, September 18!
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29ELEVEN YOUTH MINISTRIES
Greetings from 29Eleven Ministries!
Looking back on this past year, I have seen
the work God has done within the lives of
our students through the hands of Stephen
Clark and the rest of the volunteers who
came in. Emulating Steve’s Christlike love
and devotion to our students – as well as
that of our volunteer leaders – is no easy task, and I hope and pray that God
will continue to use me to reach the students of our church as well.
This summer has been a wonderful opportunity for me to get to know each
student at a more personal level through sharing meals
together and fellowship on Sunday evenings. I was also
blessed to join our students on my first mission trip
experience with Lifeway’s FUGE Camps. I got to see firsthand God’s work in each teen’s life – I cannot wait to see
how He continues to use them here on the mission field to
which God has called us in our day-to-day lives.
None of these experiences would be possible without your
support – financially, emotionally, and spiritually. A special
thank you to all of you! Thank you for allowing our
students to live out as Jesus commanded us: “Go therefore
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always to the
end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20)
As I look ahead to the upcoming school year, I encourage
all students in grades 7-12 to join us in fellowship and
study each Sunday evening. I am looking forward to our
Sunday School kick-off and Sunday fellowship starting
September 8. Whether you are new to the group or a
seasoned veteran, God has a plan for you – Corrie (my
wife), Karen Lockhart, Cindy Pisano, Brandon Phillips
and I are very excited to come beside you as you walk
through this journey.
In Christ,
Matthew Majeika, Director of Young Adult Ministries

MISSION COMMITTEE
The vacation Bible School raised $257.31 for World Vision's Operation Kid-to-Kid First 1,000
days. Kids have the opportunity to help other children around the world by giving gifts like
school supplies, Bibles, hygiene kits, Christmas gifts, Bible coloring books, and socks and
shoes. The mission committee voted to add in $242.69 to bring the total to $500.
PERSPECTIVES is starting up in September. We’re excited to announce the
Mission Committee will cover half the cost of the course for all willing to attend!
You will certainly know all about how God has, is and will use missions to
complete His will for the gospel to be preached to the whole world. If you have
a heart for people, this is a must take course. Orientation is 6:30pm Tuesday, September 3 at the Cranston
Christian Fellowship, 1114 Scituate Avenue. After that, starting September 9 all the classes will be on
Mondays. Orientation on 9/3 and the first class on 9/9 are free of charge. Please note even if you went to the
Taste of Perspectives event last Spring, you will still need to register for this semester. For more information
visit www.perspectives.org. Click the “Classes” button in the upper right and choose “browse for classes.” From
there you can choose RI. Please let me (samkoldyk@cox.net) know if you desire to attend the course.
Amanda David and Eric McNeely were the most recent members to take the course. Please prayerfully
consider taking advantage of this wonderful opportunity.
From a previous Fishermen’s News: God has a "world-sized" role for every Christian in His global purpose. Whether people go to
distant countries or stay at home is a secondary issue. The primary issue is what most people are hungry to discover: vision to live
a life of purpose. Discovering that vision makes this course valuable, and perhaps crucial, for any Christian. PERSPECTIVES is a
fifteen-week course designed around four vantage points or "perspectives" — Biblical, Historical, Cultural and Strategic. Each
highlights different aspects of God's global purpose. The Biblical and Historical sections reveal why our confidence is based on
the historic fact of God's relentless work from the dawn of history until this day. The Cultural and Strategic sections underscore
that we are doing a costly, but very "do-able" task, confirming the Biblical and historical hope. The $300 for certificate level
includes course material. The orientation and first class are free in case you are not sure and would like to check out the class.
Respectfully submitted,
Samuel Koldyk, Mission Committee Chair
Emmy Kmet, Jonathan Farnsworth, Wilma Swanson
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MUSIC PROGRAM
Dear friends,
There are many reasons I am grateful to have grown up attending worship
here at Greenwood. I am thankful to have been part of a Sunday School that
focused my life through the lens of faith, and to have been acclimated to the
importance of corporate worship from a young age. I am also thankful to have
been exposed to the beauty of sacred music, and the power of music in
worship. From this foundation I was blessed to discover the great joy of
singing hymns in worship, finding inspiration in choral anthems as a member
of a choir or congregation, and over the past eleven years, the immense
privilege of leading music in worship on a regular basis.
Music can be meaningful to our worship experience when we actively participate (like singing hymns - raising
our voices surrounded by the strength of our church family) and when we simply observe (listening to the choir,
soloists, or instrumentalists). Some combination of participation and observation leads to the ultimate
inspiration for worship. Each piece of music throughout the service is the catalyst for a different component of
worship, from the prayer and meditation of the prelude and offertory, the exuberant celebration of the opening
hymn, the prayerful reflection during the choral anthem, or the empowering sendoff of the organ postlude.
When we sing hymns together, we hope for the participation of the full church body (and sometimes, when the
choir and organ take off on the final verse, it’s alright to simply gaze upward and take it all in, too!).
There is something inexplicably moving about the participatory side of music ministry. This can be understood
by all those who have volunteered their time and talent each week to continue the tradition of excellent music
in our worship services. It is my sincere hope that everyone who has the desire to experience this great joy
would receive the opportunity to do so. If you are interested in joining any of our programs or activities, please
don’t hesitate to speak with me or any current member. There is no more supportive, faith-enriching way to
develop your musical gifts than by joining your church family in song!
/s/ John
John C. Black, Director of Music and Choirs, Organist
Alexandra K. Nichols, Music Associate

JOIN THE MUSIC PROGRAM!
(Sign-up sheets are on the music board in Fellowship Hall)
CHANCEL CHOIR (for Sunday worship and concerts)
or CONCERT CHOIR ( for concerts only)
Ages: Adults (High School age and older)
Rehearsals: Wednesdays 7:00 p.m.; Sundays 10:00 a.m.
Repertoire: Sacred choral music in four-part harmony
Requirements: Love of singing and commitment to rehearse
Rehearsal CDs provided

YOUTH CHOIR
Ages: Elementary through High School
Rehearsals: Sundays 5:00 p.m.
Requirements: Ability to participate in rehearsal

HANDBELL CHOIR
Ages: Adults and older youth able to participate in an adult-level rehearsal
Rehearsals: Fridays at 9:00 a.m. or Sundays at 4:15 p.m.
Requirements: Some counting/music reading ability helpful

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
Ages: All children and adults
Rehearsals: Specially scheduled
Requirements: Collaboration with the music staff, some playing experience
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WORSHIP COMMITTEE
As the month of September approaches we begin to transition back to two services of worship
on the second Sunday in September. The two services offered will be at 9:00 AM and the other
at 10:30 A.M. This is a fantastic opportunity to volunteer as it will offer double the opportunities
available for new Lectors, Greeters and Acolytes. Make a commitment to serve the Lord
through worship by taking part in one of the offered roles through our worship services. By
volunteering you will have the opportunity to, know, meet, greet and share the love of Christ
with our entire worship family and witness our Greenwood Church families grow and flourish.
As we serve the Lord and thank Him for our many blessings, our Worship Committee offers
opportunities for you to begin an active role in our weekly worship. The volunteer positions
available are: Lectors, Greeters and Acolytes (ideal for our younger members of the church).
There is no experience needed to volunteer for any of these positions and training is available.
If you are interested please call me (Wayne) at my home at 737-0480 or email me at
fopawam@verizon.net and we can discuss your interest and get you started in serving God
through our worship services and or many other avenues.
We are blessed and thank and appreciate all our volunteers for their dedicated and continued
support in serving our Lord. I thank all our Elders and Deacons and ask that they continue to
volunteer and sign up to serve the Lord through serving the sacrament of communion. Our
Worship committee meets weekly before and after the Sunday services, so if you have any
questions, comments, and or suggestions, Don and I would love to hear from you. Make time
for your spiritual nourishment by actively serving the Lord through worship. See you there!
Wayne A. Meunier, for the Worship Committee (Donald Sorgel, Chair)

GREENWOOD WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
Most of you women may be aware that a new monthly ministry was started last June which
we called the Greenwood Women’s Fellowship. But if you haven’t come to one of our
meetings you may not be aware of why we're gathering. Here’s why. There seemed to be
a need and an expressed desire for women to have an opportunity to simply get to know
each other better. Perhaps you’ve been attending the church a long time but have never
gotten to know the women who sit across the aisle from you every week; perhaps you are
relatively new to the congregation and are looking for opportunity to meet others.
Greenwood Women’s Fellowship is designed to provide an opportunity to make those
connections in a larger group setting. The Presbyterian Women’s Circles do provide
wonderful opportunities to get to know other women in a small group setting; this monthly meeting is designed
as a more informal way to meet, greet, fellowship and get to know each other in a larger, one-group setting.
When we get together we have a chance to build and strengthen friendships with each other. We also grow in
our faith as we share in prayer and fellowship with each other. Please come and enjoy a relaxed time of
getting to know other women in our church family and to deepen our bonds of Christian fellowship as well. Our
next gathering is scheduled for Sunday, September 8 at 2 PM. Please join us!
Barbara Miller, for the Greenwood Women’s Fellowship

MINISTRY TRAINING NETWORK
Do you feel the need to grow in your knowledge of the Bible? Would you like to gain a better understanding of
what you read in Scripture? Here is a great opportunity to do just that! This fall, the Ministry Training Network
(MTN) will be offering the Foundation Course NEW TESTAMENT SURVEY. This course enables the believer to
grasp how the unique content of each New Testament book contributes to God’s message. In addition, it
acquaints the student with the key first century persons, places, events, and cultural elements that figure in the
New Testament narrative concerning Jesus, His apostles, and the early church. The ten-week course will be
offered on Thursday nights September 19 to November 21 from 6:30 to 8:30 at Christian Hill Community
Church, 56 Tiogue Avenue, West Warwick. The instructor is Pastor Chuck Pierce, former Executive Director
of MTN. The $125 registration fee for the course includes a textbook and a binder with extensive class notes.
Those who complete the course receive a certificate. To register, download a registration form
(www.ministrytrainingnetwork.org), fill it out, and send it with a check payable to MTN to Ministry Training
Network, P.O. Box 5186, Wakefield, RI 02880. For more information about the MTN Foundation Series please
feel free to contact Jeff Black (585-5121) or Barbara Miller (301-0867).

39ers’ SEPTEMBER GATHERING
Wednesday, September 18, 11:30 a.m.
Chelo’s Restaurant, 2225 Post Road
Choose off the menu!
Program in Fellowship Hall at 1:30 p.m.
Mr. Lloyd Kaplan discussing the history of New Orleans Jazz
If you need a ride or a reservation, please call Joan Eichenfeldt (737-0128).
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STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
As ministries start up again in the fall, it’s time to start thinking about stewardship and
perhaps ask how we might be able to use our gifts this year in the church. God has
given each of us gifts for the building up of His Church (1 Corinthians 14:12). So, there
are really two questions we each need to ask ourselves. What gifts has God given me?
And where does He want me to use them?
Some ministries involve specialized gifts such as the music ministry or teaching
ministries. You may not feel that there is any special need for your gifts, but every
ministry would benefit from prayer support. We’ve all seen a small plot of land with a sign
indicating that it has been adopted by some garden club or Chamber of Commerce. Why
not follow suit and adopt a ministry? Why not identify a ministry that interests you and
adopt it? Talk to the leader of the ministry and ask what they would like you to pray for.
Ask them what needs they have and commit to praying for that ministry. Maybe there are
places they can use your hands and feet, too! Maybe there are kitchen help needs, or
chair set-up needs, or baking needs. Maybe there is a need for more ushers or lectors.
Every year we try to put together an updated list of the ministries here at Greenwood; an
illustrated booklet is in the works for our Fall Stewardship Campaign. This year why not take
some time as you read it over to prayerfully consider where you can connect and make a
difference? When we use the gifts God has given us for the purposes He intends we feel a
great sense of fulfillment and joy. Not only does the church benefit from your giving but you
benefit from your giving. So look for an opportunity to be blessed by being a blessing!
Barbara Miller, for the Stewardship Committee
Stewardship Committee: Barry Baxter,Chair; Jeffrey Plouffe, Jeffrey Black, Dennis Charpentier, Barbara Miller and Eric Robinson.
EDTOR’S NOTE: Every once in a while it’s good to be reminded and/ or informed about special opportunities for directed giving. In
addition to the 75TH ANNIVERSARY CAPITAL FUND (see last week’s mailing; if you did not receive it, please let the church office
know!), we also have these ongoing opportunities to direct special donations; reprinted from September 2018 Fishermen’s News.
We would also like to remind you of THREE SPECIAL FUNDS established in recent years by designated donations
and/or allocations to which you may also continue to contribute: We have the (1) #2040 CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION TRAINING AND SCHOLARSHIP FUND (see below), (2) #2108 MUSIC STAFF EDUCATION FUND (to assist with
the educational expenses of our Director of Music as he attains his Masters, as reviewed at the Annual Meeting) and the (3) #2041
VOLUNTEER STAFF MINISTRY EDUCATION FUND (which greatly helped Eric McNeely attain his associate’s degree!). IF YOU
CARE TO DONATE TO ANY (OR ALL!) OF THESE THREE SPECIAL FUNDS, you may do so by making your check to
Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian and writing on the memo line (1) “#2040, Christian Education
Training and Scholarship”, (2) #2108 Music Staff Education Fund, and/or (3) #2041 Volunteer Staff Ministry Education Fund.
Thank you for your past generosity to these accounts, AND for your consideration of future donations (UPDATE:
please give special consideration to #2, as we are a bit short of our 2019 goal on this one!)
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION TRAINING AND SCHOLARSHIP FUND
(reprinted from the February 2013 Fishermen’s News:)
A new initiative of the Christian Education Committee is the Christian Education Grants program; the following working policy
was approved by Session in January 2013, but has been in the works for some time. A bit of background: Bequests were made
to the church designated for the purpose(s) of youth Christian Education (e.g., $5000 was left by the John & Avis Stewart Memorial in
2006 for youth fellowship special needs and $2,000 was left by the Chester Thacher Memorial bequest in 2008 to be used for youth
education). Session subsequently created a Restricted Fund entitled “Youth Education/Special Needs.” Some disbursements

from this fund have been approved by Session, and additional donations have replenished some of what has been disbursed.
Disbursements have helped fund such things as attendance at a continuing education opportunity for our youth leaders and a
training workshop for our Sunday School teachers. Other disbursements were made in response to correspondence from
Houghton College, Cedarville University and Gordon College (private Christian schools to which students in our church had
applied) regarding Matching Grants programs. These schools offer to match church grants up to $500 per year per student,
resulting in $1,000 of tuition benefits. (ed. note … as of July 2018, the Session has awarded sixteen such matching grants to date)
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION TRAINING AND SCHOLARSHIP FUND
The Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian has a program to encourage Christian education. We offer grants
opportunities in the following educational areas:
•

The Christian Education Committee will accept member requests for grants to Christian colleges and universities
which provide matching grants. Grants shall not exceed the amount of the college or university match. The
Christian Education Committee will make its grant recommendations to Session for final approval.

•

The Christian Education Committee will accept member requests for grants toward theological degree based
studies. The Christian Education Committee will make its grant recommendations to Session for final approval.

•

The Christian Education Committee will accept member requests for grants toward continuing education
opportunities that will benefit the individual in his/her paid or volunteer duties within the church. The Christian
Education Committee will make its grant recommendations to the Session for final approval.

The Christian Education Committee will solicit donations to help fund present and future requests, and distribute information to the
congregation on grant opportunities available to members. All grants are subject to approval by Session.
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MEMBER CARE COMMITTEE
Thanks to all who helped in so many different ways with the special spring choir concert, the Bayside Beat
concert, the annual June picnic at the Masonic Youth Center, the reception for Stephen’s ordination, and the
PawSox outing. It is inspiring to see everyone working together and sharing their talents in so many different
ways and having fun at the same time.
Many of our activities at Greenwood start up fresh in September, and it is a great time to try something new.
Have you ever thought about joining a circle, singing in the choir, participating in Bible study, joining a
committee, or becoming a more active volunteer?
Please join us Sunday, September 15, after the 10:30 service for a FALL KICK-OFF
POTLUCK LUNCHEON. All are welcome, even if you are unable to bring a dish to share. As
part of this event, we hope to hear from our 29Eleven youth about their experiences
during their summer mission trip to Philadelphia. The FIRST ANNUAL GREENWOOD
GOLF OUTING will be held Saturday, September 28, at Swansea Country Club, a
par three course. Tee off is at 9:30 a.m. for nine holes of golf (with cart) and a light lunch, all for
$32.50. Sign up in Fellowship Hall or contact Eric Robinson for more information. Saturday,
October 5 come have some fun and learn to dance from 4-6 PM in Fellowship Hall. A professional
dance instructor from The Dancing Feeling studio in Warwick will be here to teach us two simple
dances with practice time between lessons. NO PARTNER NEEDED. There is a signup sheet in Fellowship
Hall for help with sandwiches and desserts following the dancing.
We are also planning another Fall Inquirers’ Class for anyone who wants to learn more about Greenwood or
join our congregation. Please speak with Pastor Clark or a member of the Committee (or call the church office)
if you know of anyone who is interested. Watch the Sunday bulletin for details.
SAVE THE DATE AND WATCH FOR TICKET SALES: Sunday, November 17, 2019, we will
celebrate GREENWOOD’S 75TH ANNIVERSARY with a special worship service (ONE service, 9:30
a.m.; no Sunday School) followed by an anniversary celebration at the Quidnessett Country Club
in North Kingstown.
As we begin a new Sunday School year, it seems appropriate for September’s historical reflection to focus on
our Sunday School. Today, when our corner of Warwick includes malls, a community college and a branch of
New England Tech, many hotels, restaurants, and other businesses, and numerous Greenwood members
commute each Sunday from locations as far as Attleboro, Barrington, Narragansett, and South Kingstown, it is
hard to imagine what it was like in the early 1940s. Warwick was just beginning to develop as a residential
community, there was still considerable farmland, no supermarkets or other large stores, and the interstate
was twenty years away. Most of the fathers commuted to Providence for work. Families attended churches in
Apponaug, Pontiac, Hillsgrove, or their family churches in Providence. Then World War II came, bringing
gasoline rationing. Men carpooled to work and families could not spare gasoline for the drive to church.
A group of neighborhood women, led by Lydia Bragger and Evelyn Bailey, chatted about the situation as they
waited to walk their children home from Greenwood School. They felt that Sunday School was essential for
children and worked on a plan to start one. Mrs. Bailey gathered a group of women at her home on May 22,
1942, to organize a Sunday School for the community. With the faith, enthusiasm, and initiative which has
continued to characterize the women of Greenwood Church, they wasted no time, and the first session of the
Sunday School was held May 24, 1942, at the Swedish Club, on a hill overlooking Gorton's Pond.
The Sunday School flourished, with an average attendance of 60 throughout 1942
and 1943. As they met to plan classes, the women began to expand their
objectives. A young people's group was established. It met Sunday evenings and
was soon thriving. A men's class was organized, hymn books were donated by
Asbury Methodist Church, and plans were made to arrange for a student minister to
give assistance and advice. The first community (church) meeting was held
September 21, 1942. The formation of the Sunday School led to the founding of
Greenwood Community Church November 12, 1944.
The strong Sunday School program that Greenwood has today has its roots in this period. In his history of the
founding of Greenwood Church, Mr. Chelcie Bosland wrote, “A great amount of attention was paid to improving the instruction
in the Sunday School, and monthly meetings were replete with suggestions for more effective ways of teaching the children.”
Repeatedly in Greenwood’s history, the growth of the
Sunday School has led to the growth of the church
and the need for better facilities. By 1948, led by
Church School Superintendent Mrs. Helen Howard
(Evelyn Murray’s mother), the Church School had 216
participants, which made it the largest in the
Providence Presbytery and ninth in the New England
Synod. Greenwood was the fastest growing church in
the Presbytery. The Easter service in 1948 was
attended by 275 people. Plans were begun for a new
church building and a building fund was created. The
basement church was soon a reality. Regular worship services and Church School classes were first held in the
new church building on Christmas Sunday, 1949. Sunday School classes met in every corner of the new building
with children and teachers gathered around tables or in a circle of chairs throughout what is now Fellowship Hall
and in classrooms that are now the PW closet and the coat room and cry room off the narthex, the kitchen, and
the back hallway, which at the time was a classroom for the nursery and kindergarten children.
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Lydia Bragger even had a TV Sunday School class on Channel 10 featuring
some Greenwood children. (The one in the center is still a Greenwood
member, Dena Janson; you may recognize others.)
The Sunday School continued to grow. The Building Fund brochure featured
photos of crowded classes and proclaimed, “Each Sunday more than 400
youngsters look to us for spiritual guidance and training. They are crowded into
every available inch of space.” And, “Our Sunday School is the ‘cradle of our
church’ and must be carefully tended. A new sanctuary will make it possible for
us to nourish within the many young people of our community the spark of
Christian faith that binds us together.”
With larger facilities the Sunday School continued to grow. Over the years many different schedules were
explored, in part to deal with the large number of students, including experiments with two Sunday School
sessions (during both the 9:30 and 11:00 services) and a weekday “Sunday” School. While its mission has
remained the same, our Sunday School program adapted over the years to adjust to changes in society and in
education. One milestone in that development was the appointment of
Jean Martin as full-time Director of Christian Education in 1977, a role she
filled for nineteen years before dropping to part-time and then retiring to
once again become “just” a volunteer. Jean is a wonderful example of the
“spark” that was nourished by Greenwood’s Sunday School and then
went on to kindle the faith of many in future generations. She was one of
the children who walked to Sunday School and youth fellowship at the
Swedish Club. As a teenager she helped teach the nursery class when
Sunday School met in the Legion Hall. After receiving her degree in Early
Childhood Education she returned to Greenwood and served as an active
volunteer before assuming the DCE role. As Sunday School superintendent and DCE, Jean introduced many
innovations like team teaching to make it easier to recruit teachers, which was more difficult with more working
moms, and activity centers so the students could be more active learners. Of course, worship and music have
always been important parts of Sunday School, either gathered as a group or in individual classrooms.
Again, in 1986, new and better facilities were needed to support the Sunday School and other programs of the
church, funds were raised and the new west wing was constructed. The
first floor had special rooms for toddler and nursery classes, the middle
floor had a new adult classroom and much needed expanded choir room
and office, and the third floor had classrooms for junior and senior high
students. That space, too, has evolved over the years. As the toddler
population declined, and the youth fellowships needed different kinds of
space, the PYF/29Eleven room was born. Recently, the third floor has
served as office space for Ministry Intern Stephen Clark and now our
Sunday School co-superintendents Krissy Swanson and Joann Rudolph
(another homegrown product of our Sunday School).
Over the years, new pastors, new DCEs, and new Sunday School superintendents and teachers have continued
to bring enthusiasm and new ideas. For many years the Sunday School has
supported the Heifer Fund Project and voted to decide what animals to purchase
for needy families around the world with the funds
they collected. When Beth Lackey was Sunday
School superintendent, she had the great idea to
involve the whole congregation by collecting coins
for Heifer on the Sundays during Lent. Another
new tradition, introduced by superintendent Lynn
Kramer in 1999 and enthusiastically reenacted
every year since, was the SUNDAY SCHOOL PALM
SUNDAY PROCESSIONAL with palms and a live
donkey - Hosannah! While much has changed over
years, some things stayed the same, such as the
presentation of Bibles to our third graders. Another
constant over many, many years is the unparalleled
service of Angie D’Albora!
Generations of
Greenwood children have learned Bible stories,
constructed felt banners to celebrate Christmas or Easter, and memorized Bible
verses and songs in her classes for more than six decades! Just think of all the
angels and kings, shepherds and sheep, Marys and Josephs she has directed
over the years!
Let us all hope and pray that the Holy Spirit will continue to inspire the members of Greenwood Church to follow
those who have come before and continue “to nourish within the many young people of our community, the spark
of Christian faith that binds us together.”
Elaine Magyar, for the Member Care Committee:
Joan Eichenfeldt, Harry Curran, Sheila Curran, Sue Desmond, Linda Martin, Joan-Sandra McKnight,
Loretta Nelson, Bonnie Readett, Cathy Schobel, and Betty Stacey
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NOTES RECEIVED ~~~-

Good evening Pastor Clark.

- - - -

I wanted to reach out to you in thankfulness and appreciation for the
public announcement of Lauren Akqulian and I being engaged, given
the same day that your beloved son was ordained, as well as Conor
Lindia being baptized! We were so touched by this act of kindness
and wanted to follow up with a snippet of thanksgiving. Lauren and I
are also thankful for the love and encouragement that we have
received from the Greenwood family! We are so grateful for your
support as we join our lives in holy matrimony on September 14. As
many people are aware of the expense of a wedding ceremony, I’m
sure people are aware we were unable to invite everyone we know in
our lives. I hope that Lauren and I are able to celebrate with our
Greenwood family in the near future of how God joined us together.

Dear Greenwood Church members and friends,

In addition to this exciting newness in my life, I wanted to take the
moment to thank everyone for their amazing support when I took on
being the “temporary John Pickup” role for seven months. This task
really stretched me in many ways, leaving me exhausted and tired
from working long days. The physical element was very evident as
well as the emotional aspect being in full swing with the sudden
passing of my stepdad Jim Ruegg. Through trial and tribulation,
heartache and sorrow, God continued to carry me in the fullness of
everything I was experiencing; using many of you to help do that. As
I tend to process things a little slower than others, I want to now
express my appreciation to my family at Greenwood. My growth and
development in Jesus has taken place here, and for that I am entirely
grateful and blessed for it to happen in the way that it has unfolded.

With appreciation to my church family, Faith Ruhren

Thank you so much for all of your support during my past four years
in college and also for the graduation gift! I often think about my time
at Greenwood, both past memories and current Sundays when I’ve
been able to visit. Your continued prayer and support is so
appreciated, especially as I enter this next stage of life across the
country in San Diego. Thank you, and you all are in my prayers!
Love, Megan David
Dear Ladies of Presbyterian Women,
Thank you very much for the generous graduation gift! I’m glad I will
be able to still come to church many Sundays while I’m in college.
Dear Rev. Clark and members,
Thank you so much for thinking of me during graduation time. This
meant so much to me and was very generous. My plans are to go to
CCRI and then transfer to the University of Rhode Island! Hope to
see you all soon! Thanks again!
Julia Chenel

CALLING TREE NOTICES (edited for space and privacy concerns)
Sent: Saturday, August 24, 2019, 12:15:14 PM

Please know that I love you and eager to see what God is going to
do in the season to come! I am submerged in the Lord’s grace,
goodness and faithfulness. To God be the glory, His kingdom
extended and His gospel advanced to all nations. May God equip the
people necessary to follow Him in obedience to where He is calling!
Thank you so much for your prayers, support and love you have
shown me the past eleven years!!!!

Jerianne Berman has been admitted to Brigham and Women's
Hospital in Boston due to some cardiac issues, fluid buildup and
congestion complicated by her long-term affliction with another
ailment. I visited with her yesterday afternoon, and she is in good
spirits; however, the prognosis is uncertain and the diagnosis difficult,
it is expected she will be there at least a week. Her daughter
Jennifer has come in from Maine to be with her around the clock.
Thank you, again, for your faithful prayers and concerns.

In Christ’s name, Eric McNeely

Stephen L. Clark, Pastor

Hello Steve,

Sent: Thursday, Aug 15, 2019 at 8:56 PM

Thank you so much for all that you did in the ordination service for
your blessed son. It was deeply impactful - and I am better for being
among you. Thank you for a very gracious honorarium which was
not expected at an ordination - but I am grateful; and am most
grateful to have witnessed such an event. Bless you my brother.

The difficult situation in the Dickerman household has reached a
critical stage. Nancy's issues continue to elude a clear diagnosis
since being hospitalized August 6; she remains a patient in the care
of Jane Brown hospital. Dave needs 24 hour care and attention;
although he continues to be mentally alert, communicative and fully
aware. Their children have come in from Colorado, Texas, Florida
and southern Rhode Island and have put their families and careers
on hold to selflessly and lovingly help with their parents during this
most difficult set of circumstances. Some of you have graciously
offered and have given help through preparing meals and/or
spending shifts at the home, and you are appreciated more than you
may ever know. To perhaps err on the side of discretion, let me just
say for now that after a thorough weighing of all options and
consultation with social workers, nursing facilities and medical
personnel, the family reached a consensus Tuesday that Dave will
be moved to his son's home (Jonathan) in Pensacola, FL. They have
the room now that their four children are grown, Jonathan's wife
Rhea is a nurse, they are part of loving and supportive faith and
neighborhood communities, and he/they are eager and willing to do
whatever is necessary to help Dave and Nancy through this very
difficult time. The move will take place this Saturday. I'm sure you all
understand that there is so much behind the deliberations to reach
this decision that is just not appropriate to fully share outside of the
family. I can tell you, though, that I've rarely, if ever, seen in all my
35 years of ordained ministry such devotion, love, thoroughness,
knowledgeable expertise and compassionate concern as exhibited
by the four adult children of Dave and Nancy ... I was moved to
tears; the Dickermans have done an exceptional job raising their four
children to responsible and competent adulthood. While it will be
most painful for Dave and Nancy to be separated at this time ... just
two weeks shy of their 55th anniversary ... it really does seem the
best alternative to allow time for Nancy to be properly cared for, to
have Dave in the care of loving and attentive family, to have a
situation which allows for maximum flexibility, to allow the children to
re-assume their career and family lives, AND it is a situation where
Nancy may join Dave as soon as she is released from medical care
... Jonathan and his family are prepared for that scenario. The one
obvious disadvantage is that it is so far away; however, air travel and
modern communications can help to alleviate some of those
difficulties entailed. I know I don't have to ask you to remember this
dear and devoted family in your prayers, but I'll do so anyway.

Yours in Christ, Jim
(Ed. note -- The Rev. Dr. Jim Singleton gave the ordination sermon)
Dear Steve,
Thanks so much for everything on Sunday, July 14. That is Bastille
Day in France – a turning point of the French Revolution in 1789 and
now a turning point in young Steve’s life. We appreciated your
sermon on Sunday morning and seeing the vital, alive congregation
you have. From their punctual arrival for the service to the wellattended coffee hour following, with welcoming congregants both
young and old – it was great to see. Then Steve’s ordination was a
love feast – which we loved. Jim (Singleton) warned us it could be a
long service, but the time flew by. We thoroughly enjoyed the whole
day. It was great seeing you and seeing Steve’s send-off by your
loving, supportive congregation. Praise God!
All the best to you! Kitty and Dave
(Ed. note -- Kitty and Dave Hartman are a dear couple from New
Providence, NJ where I served as associate/youth interim pastor
1989-91 in a very active 1,500 member congregation. Kitty was the
church office administrator, Dave was on session, their two sons
were active in the youth fellowship … the oldest went on to become
ordained in the PCUSA and now serves as a professor at Columbia
Theological Seminary … and they maintained generous, loving and
supportive contact over the years ever since. This was their third
visit to Greenwood; they were present at my installation as your
pastor, at the funeral of my dear wife, and now for Steve’s ordination.
Dear Greenwood Community Church,
On behalf of Woodbury Union Church Presbyterian and our
members, I would like to thank you for your (OGHS) donation to our
Fire Restoration Fund. We are overwhelmed, humbled and so very
thankful for outpouring of support that friends and organizations, like
you, have provided us during this trying time. May God bless you
and your congregation in the months and years ahead.
Sincerely, Rev. TJ DeMarco, Pastor

Thank you for your love, prayers and concern. Pastor Clark
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Welcome back, from what I hope was a refreshing summer, to our Fall Schedule and
more! All women are invited to join us, whenever possible, for Coffees, Gatherings, and
Circles. We truly hope you find a Circle that you would like to join,
although you do not need to ‘join a circle’ in order to attend. The
Presbyterian Women year’s activities will kick off with a Fall Coffee
September 17 at 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. We will have a time of
fellowship with refreshments and then break into Circles. Please watch
the Bulletin and future Fisherman’s News for Gathering and Circle
meeting notices as well as important Bazaar information.
All church members are invited to help us start our annual first project. SCHOOL SUPPLIES are now on sale at
good prices. As announced in the past month’s worship bulletin inserts, it is a good time to begin our collection
for the Church World Service School Kits, an annual project of our Presbyterian Women. Here is a list of what
we need; please place your contributions in the collection box in Fellowship Hall. Thank you!
70-count bound notebooks or notebooks totaling 200-210 pages (no loose leaf or filler paper)
30 centimeter / 12 inch rulers
Blunt (round-tipped) scissors
Hand-held pencil sharpeners
Pencils (unsharpened) with erasers
Boxes of 24 crayons
Kindly remember we collect other items year-round in the colorful collection boxes on the shelf over the coat
rack near the kitchen. What items, you ask? Eye glasses, pull tabs from drink cans, cell phones, unused
greeting cards, and Box Tops for Education. Thank you for helping to fill these boxes in order to help others.
Finally, welcome to our new officers this year and my sincere thanks to of all the Coordinating Team officers
who have given of their time and talent to serve the Presbyterian Women as well as the women who participate
in our fellowship opportunities. Here’s to another productive year that starts with a Coordinating Team meeting
September 10 at 6:15 p.m.
Do consider joining us and thank you all for supporting us and our efforts!
LOOKING AHEAD TO OCTOBER:
The Presbyterian Women’s Annual Fall Gathering and Potluck Supper is
Tuesday October 1, 6:00 P.M. IN FELLOWSHIP HALL. Geralyn Ducady from the
Rhode Island Historical Society will give a presentation entitled “Rabble
Rousers – Important Women in Rhode Island History”, including Elleanor
Eldridge (born in Warwick 1784 of Native American and n African American
heritage; she was a entrepreneur and memoirist), Ida Lewis (the official
lighthouse keeper of the Lime Rock Lighthouse from 1879-1911), Princess Red
Wing (a Narragansett and Wampanoag elder, historian, folklorist, and museum
curator and expert on Native American history and cultures who once addressed the United Nations), Alice
Daniels, Duchess Quamino, Betsy Metcalf, Ann Burlak and others. Please bring a dish of your choice to
share (salad, dessert or main dish) for the Pot Luck Supper; place settings and beverages will be provided.
Please remember to bring paper goods and non-perishable food items to donate to our community agencies

“A circle of strength, founded on faith”
Artena Fairbairn, for Presbyterian Women
‘ROUND IN CIRCLES FOR SEPTEMBER (and a bit of October!)
Circle I meets Sept. 24 1:00 pm in the church
parlor.

Circle IV meets Oct. 1 and 22 in the church parlor
for a variety of programs.

Circle II meets Oct. 8 12:00 noon in the Parlor;
those who wish to do so may bring a bagged lunch.

Circle V meets Oct. 8 for a short meeting and then
visits with shut-ins and persons of concern.
Circle VII meets Oct. 8 in the church Kindergarten
room for craft making.

Circle III meets Oct. 8 at the Fairbairn Summers
home for light refreshments and a program.

Circle VIII (Picasso Quilters) meets Sept. 3 in
Fellowship Hall.
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