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Dear Members and Friends, 

The pictures below (and on pages two and three!) give vivid testimony to another wonderfully active and celebratory month in the 
life of Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian, beginning with the always-inspiring pageantry of the bagpipes on 
Kirking of the Tartans Sunday, culminating in a beautifully celebratory, contemplative and joyful Holy Week experience 
and ending with a reflective and inspiring Second Sunday of Easter with a fairly full house of worshippers  … and now I’m 
engaged in the monthly ritual of frantically trying to get the Fishermen’s News prepared on time for delivery!  Adding a bit 
to the frenetic-ness is that I’m departing very early Thursday morning for Ohio to see my youngest daughter receive her 
Nursing pin and her diploma as she graduates from Cedarville University!  I wrote in this space last year (May 2018) -- 

This month at least three of our young adults are embarking on summer mission adventures:  Ministry Intern Stephen Clark departs Logan 
Airport May 8 for Dubai, United Arab Emirates, and his sister Hannah Clark begins serving May 13 as a camp nurse at the Woodlands 
Camp in Cleveland, Georgia! (from www.woodlandscamp.org – “Nestled in the foothills of North Georgia's beautiful Blue Ridge Mountains 
sits Woodlands Camp and Retreat Center. Woodlands is a 131-acre portrait of rolling hills, beautiful forests, and a crystal clear spring-fed lake. 
It is a place where you can build lifelong friendships, develop unforgettable memories and get to know the God who created it all.  Founded in 
1997, Woodlands purpose is simple: to inspire and equip today's generation to do justly, love mercy and walk humbly with God. [Micah 6:8]  
Woodlands operates week-long summer camps for junior, middle school and high school age students, as well as retreats for all ages 
throughout the year.”)  Finally, Megan David will be spending the summer in upper New York state serving La Vida … a mission near and 
dear to my heart, as I served the same organization in one of the most memorable summers of my life back in 1980 (see page 3)!   

Well, each of those three featured May 2018 are having significant events in May 2019!  As you know, Steve graduates 
from Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary May 11 (I was privileged to be on hand last Wednesday as Steve was inducted into the 
GCTS Honors Society Phi Alpha Chi AND received the Pastoral Ministry award, a faculty recognition bestowed to the student best exemplifying 
pastoral potential and exhibiting scholastic achievement in this area), Hannah graduates May 5 (and after being home one week, we will depart 
for Georgia for another summer with Woodlands, following that she is most eager to begin her nursing career mid-August at the Oncology Department 
of Kettering Hospital in Dayton, OH!) and Megan David graduates from Gordon College May 18 (and will depart soon after to again 
work with the La Vida ministry in upstate New York!).  The Rev. Dr. James Glenn will fill our pulpit May 5, and Steve will fill our 
pulpit May 12.  We are still awaiting confirmation at the time of this writing, but we hope to have Steve’s ordination service 
here at Greenwood July 14; he begins the pastorate at Corinth in August … keep posted for details! 
Thanks ever so much to the all the choirs and musicians (and director John Black and music associate Alexandra Nichols!) for 
providing such outstanding music throughout Holy Week, and an extra thank you to Faith Ruhren and Austin Pickup for 
their superb participation in the professional chamber orchestra which blessed our worship on Easter!  Thanks to the 
Deacons for preparing palms for Palm Sunday and arranging the beautiful Easter flowers gracing our sanctuary; thanks to 
the Mission Committee for another informative, inspiring and moving Good Friday presentation of "Christ in the Passover" by 
Jews for Jesus representatives Max and Sheer Raev; thanks to the Christian Ed Committee (Sunday School co-superintendents 
Joann Rudolph and Krissy Swanson, DFM Virginia Jacobs) for organizing the Palm Processional with Hannah the Donkey and the 
Easter Egg Hunt with accompanying fun activities (and thanks again to our resident Easter Bunny for making his annual appearance!); 
thanks to the 29Eleven youth for their hospitality and hard work helping with the Hunt AND for providing an abundant and 
delicious brunch Easter morning (AND thanks to all who contributed to the 29Eleven Mission Trip Fund; over $500 was raised!); thanks to all 
who staffed Children’s Church/nursery Easter Sunday; and thanks to office manager Carol Castergine for coordinating the 
creating, cutting, stuffing and organizing of the annual small mountain of Holy Week bulletins and inserts.  FINALLY, THANKS 
TO BOTH OUR INTERIM SEXTON ERIC MCNEELY AND OUR SEXTON JOHN PICKUP (WELCOME BACK, JOHN!) for thoroughly and 
consistently keeping facilities well-prepared throughout!  We are SO grateful to Eric for his more-than-competent, thorough 
and energetic work these past six months as John recovered, and for so graciously and cooperatively working together 
with John to ensure the smoothest of transitions as he got back in the saddle Holy Week!  ---   Stephen L. Clark, Pastor 

http://www.woodlandscamp.org/


 



 



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
 

We are coming to the end of our Sunday School year.  Youth Sunday will be held May 
26 at the single service of worship 9:30 a.m. Memorial Day weekend marks the start of 
our summer worship schedule and is the “official” last day of Sunday School; students of 
ALL ages will have opportunity to participate in Youth Sunday.  We look forward to our 
graduating high school seniors sharing their testimonials with the congregation. 

We extend our thanks to all of our teachers who bring their faith and enthusiasm to our 
classrooms each week.  The young people of our congregation are blessed to have parents and grandparents 
who bring them to church to hear the Word of God and learn about Jesus. 

The response to our Heifer Coin Drive has been wonderful this year.  We appreciate your 
generous participation. We are happy to say the check is in the mail to Heifer 
International!  During the Sundays in Lent, the Sunday School raised $1,395.38 (a nearly 
$300 increase over last year’s Coin Drive!) in pennies, nickels, dimes, quarters and 
dollars.  The children have voted to send a heifer, goats, chickens and some bees to 
impoverished families around the world.  God is good! (ALL THE TIME!) 

Respectfully submitted, 
Joann Rudolph, Kristine Swanson 

Sunday School Co-superintendents 
 

 
 
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL:  Each Sunday morning through July 7 we will focusing on a twelve-part 
video series entitled, “What is Reformed Theology?” by the late Dr. R.C. Sproul of Ligonier Ministries 
in Orlando, Florida.  If you are interested in fellowship with others who are seeking to learn, grow in faith 
and strengthen their relationship with God, we would love to have you join us 9:00 a.m. Sundays in the 
church parlor!  The following is a summary of the series as posted on YouTube: 

There is something healthy about returning to one’s roots.  When it comes to evangelical Christianity, its roots are found in 
the soil of the sixteenth-century Protestant Reformation.  Just as the Reformers protested the corrupt teaching of the Roman 
Catholic Church of their day, so today evangelicalism itself is in need of a modern reformation.  In “What Is Reformed 
Theology?” Dr. R.C. Sproul offers a comprehensive introduction to Reformed theology. Simply put, it is the theology of the 
Protestant Reformers and the heart of historical evangelicalism.  As C.H. Spurgeon once said, “Reformed theology is 
nothing other than biblical Christianity.” 

 
  

NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR OF FAMILY MINISTRIES 
 

 Calling All Youth Grades 6 and younger !! 

You are invited to King’s Kids! 

Sundays, 5:00-7:00  
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PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT MAY 3 --  Come join us th
first Friday of each month for a night of fun (6:00 –
9:00)!  Parents, drop your children of any age with u
while you go relax, have dinner, shop, etc.  We wi
entertain them for hours!  We will work on crafts, ea
pizza and watch movies.  The program is directed b
me and assisted by other adults and teens who hav
completed our Child Protection training

PARENT CAFÉ – We continue our Parent Café 9:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  
Parents/grandparents/caregivers are welcome to join us for coffee and discussion 
while your children are at Sunday School, and then you may worship as a family at 
10:30.  Come share what has worked and what has not worked for you, or just come 
for some encouraging words and Bible verses to help equip you for the week.   

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2019: Save the date! July 22 - July 26. "ROAR! 
LIFE IS WILD - GOD IS GOOD!" where kids discover that God is good through all 
life's challenges.  We can't wait to explore a new EXPERIENCE and have a blast 
at VBS this year.  Ages: four (and potty trained) through entering grade 6. Mark 
your calendars and watch for sign up sheets to be posted at the end of May!   See 
Lisa David for more information and/or to volunteer!  

 
FAMILY FOCUS 5:30 – 6:50 PM (OR WHENEVER YOU CAN ARRIVE!) 
– This is for everyone to come and fellowship, relax and hear 
some inspiring words.  We provide a light dinner, then whisk the 
children off to play and/or do homework while we fellowship 
together.  We are done in plenty of time for choir rehearsal!  
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                 29ELEVEN YOUTH MINISTRIES 

Three years sounds like forever when you’re 22.  When I came home after college 
graduation and a summer serving in Seattle, I never thought time would go this 
quickly. But here we are – I’m ticking off the days till my graduation, ordination, 
relocation, and all sorts of other “–ations” as I head into a big season of life transition.  

All of the turnover in my own life makes the consistency of our youth ministry especially sweet.  We’ve 
continued to have great conversations on Sunday mornings about relevant questions in youths’ lives, and 
about “respectable” sins on Sunday nights – combined with memorable games involving astonishing amounts 
of marshmallows.  We had a record turnout of 22 teens and six leaders enjoy an evening of fun, games, 
snacks, movies, reflection, worship, and not much (if any) sleep at our annual Lock-In April 5.  A dozen or so 

enjoyed helping out with the children’s Easter Egg Hunt April 20, and the next day we 
enjoyed serving/hosting another annual Easter Sunday Continental Brunch between worship 
services, raising over $500 for our summer mission from your generous financial donations; 
THANK YOU!  (Thanks also to all who so generously contributed baked goods and other food items!) 

As we begin to tie up the school season, with just a few more weeks until Youth Sunday May 26, we look 
forward to changing something up this summer: we will be maintaining regular youth fellowship meetings 
throughout June, July and August.  These summer meetings will look a bit different 
from our usual gatherings – they’ll often be at homes, a bit more informal and a bit 
less teaching content, and I’m thrilled to have them continue as a testimony of both 
our youth’s excitement to attend and our leaders’ excitement to maintain the youth 
fellowship’s weekly meetings throughout the summer months. 

But without question, for me the most exciting intersection of my transition and the youth ministry is our plan as 
a youth group going forward.  One of my greatest worries as I began to wrap up my time at Greenwood was 
what would happen to the 29Eleven fellowship going forward – but now, that is one of my greatest 
excitements.  At their stated meeting April 28, the session approved the recommendation of the Personnel 
Committee to hire Matthew Majeika as Director of Young Adult Ministries.  A graduate of Vanderbilt 
University, father of five and an engineer by profession, Matt eagerly came on board as a volunteer last 
August, and has been a tremendous asset to our youth ministry team ever since.  As the year progressed we 
began exploring the potential of having Matt step into the role which I’ve been filling as Ministry Intern, and I 
could not ask for a better candidate to lead our young people going forward.  Matt and his wife Corrie, along 
with their five delightful children, have been a huge gift to our youth ministry this past year as well as wonderful 
role models, serving with diligence, creativity, love and faithful godliness.  (EDITOR’S NOTE – as pastor & dad, I took the 
liberty of placing on the next page an edited version of Steve’s very  thorough proposal prepared December 27 for the session    -- slc). 

As I prepare to graduate and relocate back home until I move out to New York in late 
July, some of you may be familiar with my predicament of moving from a seven-year 
stay in college dorms to a whole three-bedroom home owned by the church.  
Accordingly, I’m on the lookout for cheap or unwanted furniture. Some of you already 
have graciously offered me extra belongings you have laying around your homes – for 
which I am so grateful!  If anyone else has unwanted items they’d like to get rid of, 
please do let me know – I’d love to come check it out while I’m home this summer.    

Thank you all for your continued support of me and of our youth! 

In His Love, Steve 

 
WORSHIP COMMITTEE 

 
As the month of May approaches we begin to think of new beginnings for our flowers, lawns, 
and gardens.  Everything that grows needs nourishment, including us.  This is a great time to 
focus on our spiritual nourishment through worship.  Make this your new beginning to enrich 
your spiritual nourishment by serving the Lord and witness our Greenwood Church family 
grow and flourish through the love of Christ and His teachings.   

 Our Worship Committee offers opportunities to serve the Lord through our services of 
worship. The volunteer positions available on a weekly basis are: Lectors, Greeters and 
Acolytes (ideal for younger members of our church). There is no experience needed to 
volunteer for any of these positions and training is available. If you are interested please call 
me (Wayne) at my home at 738-0480 or email me at fopawam@verizon.net and I can 
discuss your interest and get you started in serving our heavenly Father. 

We are blessed and thank all our volunteers for their dedicated and continued support in 
serving our Lord. Worship Schedules are posted in Fellowship Hall and we encourage all to 
continue to sign up to serve. I thank our Deacons and Elders and ask that they continue to 
volunteer and sign up to serve Communion. Our Worship Committee meets weekly before 
and after the Sunday services, so if you have any suggestions and or comments, Don and I 
would love to hear from you. Make time for your spiritual nourishment by actively serving 
through worship and or many other opportunities within our church. See you there and may 
the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ always be with you!! 

Sincerely in Christ, Submitted By Wayne A. Meunier 
Don Sorgel, Chairman 
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PROPOSAL TO THE SESSION OF GREENWOOD COMMUNITY CHURCH, PRESBYTERIAN  (12/27/18; edited for space and personal content) 
I am indebted to the session of Greenwood Community Church for creating the Ministry Intern position, which enabled me over the past few years to 
invest into a youth group that changed my life as well as to soon graduate seminary debt-free.  However, as the session knows, I will be graduating 
this May, and I anticipate beginning work as a full-time pastor later this summer, necessitating my departure from my wonderful church home, family, 
and ministry I have grown to love.  One of my greatest hopes as that day has approached has been to set up the youth ministry at Greenwood for 
future success.  I believe the addition of a paid staff position over the past few years has made a significant positive difference in the life of the youth 
group, and though I recognize the cost of doing so, I believe it would be a worthwhile investment to continue to maintain the budget for a staff 
position to lead the youth and young adult ministries of Greenwood.   The youth ministry was transformative for me as a student, and I have watched 
it transform others since taking on leadership of the group.  After my time with the group, as a student for six years and a leader for three, I have 
become convinced that the most critical factor for the future success of this group is a committed leader.  Because of the significant impact the youth 
ministry can have, it is vital to have someone with theological grounding and personal charisma who can reliably devote the necessary time to the 
planning, production and presence required for a healthy youth ministry.  Devoted volunteers are important as well and I do not deny the significant 
impact they can make, but I think the rareness of those qualities, the size of the weekly time commitment, and the potential impact that a committed 
leader can have on young people in a critical stage of life make a paid staff leader a tremendous asset for our church.  Accordingly, as I depart the 
youth ministry this summer, I ask that the session consider maintaining the budget for a quarter-time staff position, changing the title and 
responsibilities of Ministry Intern back to those of the former Director of Young Adult Ministries.  I also suggest the hiring of one theologically sound, 
community-oriented, morally upright, family-minded, young, inspiring, involved and committed man who is already involved in the youth ministry, and 
has agreed to serve in this future capacity with the full support of his wife and if the way be clear:  Matthew Majeika.   
RATIONALE:  (A) TIME COMMITMENT -- Throughout my time as one of the youth, a strong, involved youth leader who could devote time to the program 
made a significant difference.  When there was a clear leader, the group flourished; when there was not, the group dwindled.  In 2009-2010, the 
group dwindled as small as four on Sunday nights; when clear leadership was re-established in 2010-2011, the group began to flourish back into the 
double digits. Weekly attendance again dwindled to four - six youth in 2015-2016; since I came on staff the group grew to a weekly attendance of 16 
to 18 (23 during the Christmas break).  Though the volunteers are vitally important, a clear leader to plan teaching content, divide responsibilities to 
the volunteers, recruit volunteers and set a vision can change the course of the group.  I think the addition of stable, committed leadership is a main 
reason the group flourished, as the volunteers were freed to focus on particular areas and the youth began to know more what to expect.  Over the 
past few years I regularly invested ten-fifteen hours per week in preparation and execution of senior high Sunday School and 29Eleven Sunday 
nights, along with communicating with and recruiting volunteers and planning regular events.  I believe a similar time investment will be required in 
order to maintain a healthy program, and I believe such a healthy program is necessary for the spiritual growth of our youth, especially in today’s 
climate.  These hours did not include my theological education which often supplemented my teaching lessons; also, weeks including such events as 
the Talent Show, service projects or the Fall Retreat would involve upwards of 30+ hours. The summer mission trip alone easily involves 100+ hours.  

RATIONALE:  (B) THE SIGNIFICANCE OF YOUTH MINISTRY --   Growth of numbers is not the only rationale for consistent leadership.  A more important one 
is the retention of youth to the church.  It is reported that my generation – the infamous millennials - has left the church at a significantly higher rate 
than any generation in history, which has sadly held true for many youth who have come through our doors.  I believe a strong youth ministry can 
make all the difference in equipping youth with a vital personal faith that will last them into adulthood, as well as give them a healthy moral foundation 
when they encounter the hardships and temptations of those late teen/young adult years.  Without a strong youth ministry, I worry we will not equip 
youth well for the world they will enter.  Most of the young people who enter our program are familiar with basic Bible stories or may know some trivia 
questions, but most struggle to articulate the basics of our faith in a relevant way that makes sense to them.  I have sought to equip graduating youth 
with, among other things, the capacity to read and understand Scripture for themselves, a healthy and holy sexual ethic, and an awareness of the 
value of intergenerational church community.  The youth fellowship can “survive” without a committed leader, but my fear is that it could degenerate 
into, as one book I read described it, a “six-year holding tank with pizza.”  I watched many peers who went through youth group with or before me 
enter college and/or young adult years that challenged their core beliefs and values, and without a strong faith foundation they caved and went down 
somewhat destructive paths.  Our recent graduates, as well as our current students, are demonstrating an exciting reversal to that trend.  Over the 
past few years I’ve watched socially awkward students blossom into outgoing and excited leaders; I’ve watched reserved and unengaged students 
start asking significant theological questions; I’ve watched isolated and lonely kids find their place, their voice, and their meaning through the Gospel 
and through community.  In a few short years I have seen incredible, invaluable transformations in our young people.  At this point in time our youth 
group is in an essential stage of transition.  Several who were present when I came on board have graduated, and our group is now very young; over 
the next two years only one of our present students will graduate, and over half our present students are middle school students.  Most of our 
volunteers are new, as well; aside from Eric McNeely, all of the present youth ministry volunteers have come on since my arrival.  I believe the 
investment of a leader to make this not just a “youth hangout” group, but a purposeful group for spiritual formation and growth, is worthwhile.  As the 
group grows and the culture shifts, I have been praying and searching for someone to be an effective leader for the next phase. 

RATIONALE:  (C) THE LEADER --  We have an incredible resource in Matt Majeika as the potential next leader of the youth and young adult ministries of 
Greenwood Community Church.  I sought Matt out to come on board as a volunteer leader this fall, and he agreed readily.  Ever since he has 
displayed a great capacity to teach engagingly with theological soundness, tremendous creativity in developing games, phenomenal patience in 
responding to young people, and an ironclad commitment to the time required for involvement in a healthy ministry.  Matt has taught lessons and 
shown an excellent grasp of Scripture, a capacity to communicate and an ability to relate well to the students.  He has welcomed the youth to his 
house for an ice cream and game night, took initiative in organizing a communication network for our leaders, and helped to brainstorm several new 
and creative ideas for Sunday nights.  He has caught the vision of the youth ministry, and together with his wife, Corrie, is willing to take on the 
responsibilities vacated by my departure.  I cannot recommend Matt highly enough.  He displays the character qualities necessary for this type of 
leader. He is a morally upstanding family man, providing a role model to many of our young people who come from broken homes.  He is present in 
the front pew with his family every Sunday morning and displays an affectionate and healthy relationship with his wife and children.  He is young and 
dynamic, theologically robust, capable of grounding youth in biblical truth and able to communicate that truth in a culturally relevant way.  He is 
committed to community, shown by his initiative in setting up a home small group, his and Corrie’s previous involvement in the youth ministry at 
Christian Hill, and the regular opening of his home to neighbors, friends and family.  He has the capacity to recruit volunteers and bring other people 
alongside the ministry in the future.  He has shown a willingness to commit and sacrifice time, a desire to foster community among the youth 
volunteers, and an excitement for the spiritual growth of our youth.  Matt and I have spoken about the possibility of taking on a staff position in my 
departure, and if it is approved by session he is eager and willing to take up such a role.  He has also indicated that his wife is fully supportive of him 
coming into the role, and will bring along her own involvement; Corrie attended the youth retreat with us this fall, and brings with her a fun-loving 
spirit, a heart for people, and the mom-refined ability to simply look at a kid and get them to behave.  Parents of five young children who pray and 
read the Bible with their kids every night are an excellent model to lead our youth ministry. I could not ask for a better leader for our students 

In short, I believe that bringing Matthew Majeika on staff would provide invaluable benefits for the spiritual growth of our young people, as well as a 
strong community to help keep young adults networked in our church.  He and Corrie would have the capacity to keep growing our youth and young 
adult ministries numerically and spiritually, and bringing him on staff would help provide him with the resources and time flexibility to do that well.  I 
believe Matt is a unique man with a great spiritual capacity, and bringing him on staff not only utilizes our resources within Greenwood to bless the 
Greenwood family, but also grants Matt an opportunity to grow and be trained in ministry.  It is an investment in our youth, in our church, and in a 
dynamic family.  Perhaps the best way I can phrase it is this: as a volunteer, Matt can help sustain the group as it is; as a staff member, with God’s 
grace and in partnership with his wife and the other committed 29Eleven volunteers, I am  confident he can bring it to new and exciting levels not yet 
seen.  Accordingly, I ask that the session consider maintaining the space in the budget for the Ministry Intern position, and use it to hire Matt Majeika 
as the new Director of Young Adult Ministries. 
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BUILDING AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE 
 

Calling all servants of the Lord!  Come one, come all 
and serve the Lord by giving your labor of love to 
improve His and our house of worship. 

If you can help us with cleaning, painting, yard work, 
plumbing, electrical wiring, carpentry, plumbing, 
floating hard wood floors, drop ceilings, and by giving 
a few hours of your time, join us on SATURDAY, 
JUNE 1 FROM 9 A.M. TO 4 P.M. serving the Lord by 
improving His and our House of Worship. 

For additional information and/or questions call me at 
401-738-0480 or email fopawam@verizon.net and let 
me know you will be there!  A pizza lunch will be 
served for all, along with prayer and fellowship.  Let us 
dwell in the house of our Lord with our laboring hands 
and our love for Christ by serving in this mission that 
begins at our home.  Save this date and give your gift 
of charity through your labor that will begin at our 
home by serving our Lord and improving His house of 
Worship. Don’t be left out.  May the peace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ be with you.  See you there! 

In Christ, Wayne A. Meunier, Chair 
                                                                                        Building and Grounds Committee 

 

MISSION COMMITTEE 

EDITOR’S NOTE: As you may remember from February’s Fishermen’s News, Emmy Kmet spent the month of 
March and a bit of April in the Holy Land, working on the shores of the Sea of Galilee at the Magdala Center, 
the recently excavated site of ancient Magdala, along the coast of the Sea of Galilee near the city of Tiberius. 

Magdala Reflections 
Respectfully submitted by Emmy Kmet 

On the day I traveled to Israel, I kept seeing, in various places, the message “Be 
still, and know that I am God.”  And that is what happened during the month I 
volunteered at Magdala.  The craziness of American life melted away.  Magdala is 
soft, gentle and embracing, and at the same time full of life and positive energy; 
just like Jesus.  When one immerses oneself in another place and culture for an 
extend time, the entire country and culture take on another level of depth.  
Magdala is a unique place.  Of all the tourist spots in Israel, it is the only one 

where volunteers personally greet each and every visitor with a brochure, printed in ten different languages, and a “Welcome to 
Magdala”.  At my post at the entrance, as I took admission fees and booked tours, we asked everyone where they were from.  We had 
visitors from Israel to all over the world; the United States, Canada, South Africa, South Korea, China, Japan, Australia, Austria, 
Germany, the Netherlands, Russia, Poland and other countries.  I heard several testimonies from individuals, visitors, other volunteers 
and some of the staff, who had their lives transformed while or after they visited the site.  Many visitors don’t know what they are 
looking for or will experience at Magdala.  However, they all seem to leave with a sense of wonder 
and joy to find such a unique place.  The “Duc in Altum” is the Worship Center.  “Duc in Altum” is 
Latin for “Put into the Deep”.  These are the words Jesus spoke to his apostles after their 
unsuccessful night of fishing (Luke 5:4).  The Duc commemorates the public Life of Jesus.  It 
contains the Women’s Atrium which honors women of faith across all time, and the Boat Chapel 
which commemorates Jesus preaching from the boat.  Its altar boat stands over the first century 
port.  There are four Mosaic Chapels.  Each chapel has enough room for fifty people and each has 
an expressive mosaic depicting a biblical event near the Sea of Galilee: Mary Magdala Chapel, 
Walking on Water Chapel, Daughter of Jairus Chapel, and Fishers of Men Chapel.  The Encounter 
Chapel is located on the lower level on what was the marketplace of the first century port.  The floor of this chapel is made of stones 
taken from this port where it is certain Jesus walked.  It was a unique blend of daily contact with religion, spirituality, biblical and Israeli 
history, nature and sharing life with o

Elizabeth is the newly hired Supervisor of the Gift Shop and Snack Bar.  She is an Israeli raised in Argentina.  (continued on next page)  

thers. 
The experience was nothing what I expected.  I expected to be in Israel and working in a Catholic 
environment.  However, Fr. Juan Solana is from Mexico, so 80% of the staff and other volunteers 
were from Mexico and spoke primarily Spanish.  90% of the liturgy was in Spanish.  Besides Fr. 
Solana, the staff included House Chaplain, Fr. Salvadore Calderσn who spoke only Spanish.  
Once a week, Fr. Eamon Kelly from Ireland held a Mass in English.  There were three 
Consecrated Women living at Magdala; Christiana from Florida, Celine Kelly (Fr. Kelly’s sister), 
and Hermana from South Africa.  All were great story-tellers.  They kept us on our spiritual toes!  
During the Spanish Masses some the staff and/or other volunteers who spoke both Spanish and 
English would sit by us and translate.  Our cook, Chava (also from Mexico) was another surprise.  

He was responsible for feeding 50-60 people (this number included architects and workers on the soon to open guesthouse) lunch; and 
also, dinner for the volunteers at the house, on a tight budget.  He cooked wonderful, extremely healthy nouveau Mexican food.  

-7- 



(continued from previous page)  She speaks Hebrew, Spanish and English.  Waseem is Israeli and is in charge of security.  He has 
been working at Magdala since 2004 and was present when the frescoes and stone were found (finding frescoes were the first 
indication that Magdala was a major archaeological site.)  Besides Mexico, some of the 30+ volunteers were from Brazil, Guatemala, 
Italy, the US, Canada, England and Slovakia.  My roommate Dana was a thirty year old woman old from Slovakia, who had moved to 
England a few years prior and signed up to volunteer for a year. The ages of the volunteers ranged from 19 to 74.  Some were students 
and others former students who took some time at Magdala before looking for a job at home.  There was a physician from Mexico City 
and she worked in the gift shop.  Some worked in The Duc, some in the kitchen and others in the snack bar.  Some of the men 
volunteers were also runners in the Jerusalem Marathon mid-March.  Most of the other volunteers were there for three months.  A 
welcoming spirit carries into every other aspect of the staff and volunteer program.  Everyone was focused correctly in the direction of 
having the honor of serving the Lord in this capacity. 
Volunteers live in a compound in Tiberias.  Tiberius is more like a home town; it is a medium sized city, but without the hustle and 
bustle of Jerusalem, Haifa or Tel Aviv.  Situated on the Galilee, a short drive from Magdala, it is one of Judaism’s four holy cities, the 
burial place of venerated Jewish sages.  It’s also a busy resort town with beautiful beaches and famed hot springs.  It has a 
predominately ultra-Orthodox population.  On one of my daily walks around the city, I discovered the St. Andrew’s Galilee, Presbyterian 
Church of Scotland in Tiberius  They held a service, with Holy Communion, every Sunday evening at 6 pm.  My schedule allowed me 
to attend three Sundays. 
We worked six days a week and had either Tuesday or Wednesday off.  We could either go on a planned trip for the volunteers or 
make our own plans.  The first week the volunteer trip was a preparation for Lent trip.  We visited to Mount Tabor, one of the possible 
sites of the Mount of Transfiguration; Tabgha, site of the multiplication of the loaves and fishes; the 

Mount of Beatitudes and a boat ride on the Galilee.  The second 
week I met our friends Oded and Bimini Cohen and our first stop of 
the day was Tel Megiddo, located in the Jezreel Valley, the 
prophesied site of the final battle between the forces of good and evil 
at the end of time, known as Armageddon.  Our second and last stop 
for the day was the Hula Valley, just above the top of the Sea of 
Galilee.  Hula Lake Park, known in Hebrew as Agmon HaHula, is 
located in the southern part of the Hula Valley, north of the nature 
reserve and distinct from it.  The site has become a second home to 

an estimated five hundred million migrating birds each year.  It is the central point of the Europe to 
Asia and Africa migration routes.  The third week Carla, another volunteer, and I decided to walk 
part of the Jesus Trial.  The Jesus Trail is a 65 kilometer (40 mile) walk from Nazareth to 
Capernaum.  It is usually broken up into 4-day segments and we decided to walk the segment from 
Cana to Lavi.  We also chose to spend the night before our walk in Nazareth to honor St. Joseph 
on his day, March 19.  We had a rare opportunity to attend a 6:30 am Mass (in Italian) on St. 
Joseph’s Day, in the Grotto of St. Joseph’s Church in Nazareth.  This Grotto is the site of Joseph’s 
carpenter shop, where Jesus spent his early years as a carpenter.  Then we took bus to Cana to 
begin our walk.  It was great to get away from the cities and be out in Israeli nature, bursting with 
spring flowers.  The fourth and final week I joined the usual volunteer trip as we walk the Via de la 
Rosa in the Old City of Jerusalem, stopping and praying at each station of the Cross. 

local bus to the airport.   

On Sunday March 31, I took the local bus from Tiberias to Jerusalem, which was an adventure in itself!  The Lutheran Guesthouse, 
where I stayed, is two blocks away from the Church of the Holy Sepulchre.  The Church opens at 5:00 am every morning.  The first 
morning, I arrived at the Church at 5:10 am hoping to be able to enter the Tomb.  I was surprised to discover that every morning from 5 
-6 am, a Mass is held before the tomb is opened.  What an incredible experience!  A 
priest and aide stand outside the Tomb and another priest and aide are inside the tomb 
and have a vocal exchange I believe in Latin that resonates throughout the Church.  I 
then went to the Western Wall and placed all of your prayer requests into the crevices 
there, then I headed to the Temple Mount to explore that site.  After that, I spent the 
afternoon in the Rockefeller Archaeological Museum which houses a large collection of 
artifacts unearthed in the 1920s and 1930s during the British Mandate.  On Tuesday, on 
to Mount Zion to spend some time in David’s tomb and then walk around the perimeter 
of the Old City to see each gate.  Wednesday was Bethlehem day.  A local bus runs 

every half-hour between Jerusalem and Bethlehem.  
However, the bus can’t actually enter the Palestinian territory, so the driver dropped us off (and 
picks us up for the return trip) about two miles from the Nativity Church, at the edge of town.  
Those of us who were heading for 
the church, followed church signs 
through the downtown market area 
of Bethlehem to Manger Square 
where the Nativity Church is 
located.  That evening, I had dinner 

at the oldest Armenian restaurant in the Old City, the Armenian Tavern.  
You descend into a beautifully decorated cavern for an amazing 
selection of wonderful dishes.  Afterward, I walked around to the 
Western Wall to sit in the women’s section and watch people praying 
and milling around.  The next day, Thursday, I headed to Tel Aviv, 
again via the 
A
 

ll in all, it was an incredible journey that continues to unravel in my consciousness.  I thank you for all your prayers and well wishes! 
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MUSIC PROGRAM 
Dear friends,  

After our deeply moving Holy Week observances, it will only be mere weeks before we shift from 
our year-round schedule to the new rhythm the summer months bring to Greenwood.  In the 
meantime, I am very eager for you to hear the Rhode Island Children’s Chorus on Sunday, 
May 5 at 2:00 p.m. (if you haven’t purchased a $10 ticket, there will be plenty available at the 
door!) and the Carillon Women’s Chorus the following Saturday, May 11 at 7:00 p.m. (tickets 
not required; a freewill collection will be taken to support the chorus). 

Quickly approaching is our spring concert, entitled CREATION.  The past months 
of preparation have been filled with great excitement for all involved, and we 
know you will enjoy the performance that lies in store.  On Sunday, June 2nd at 
5:00 p.m., our sanctuary rafters will ring with the sound of the nearly fifty singers 
in the Greenwood Concert Choir joined by professional brass ensemble and 
percussion.  We will also hear from our phenomenal Youth and Handbell 
choirs, and our talented soloists.  The program offers a varied sampling of 
favorite hymns masterfully arranged for chorus, organ and brass, along with 
movements from Haydn’s magnificent Creation oratorio.  You are guaranteed to hear something you know 
and love AND something new and exciting; the ultimate concert experience!  We can’t wait to have you as our 
guests for a spectacular afternoon of music and fellowship (and yes, the Member Care committee is once 
again planning a lavish reception after the concert; please sign up in Fellowship Hall if you would like to help 
out or bring finger food to share!). 

Our music program season will come to a close on Sunday, June 2, and at the 9:30 service we will thank the 
members of our music program as we observe Choir Appreciation Sunday.  The members of our music 
program selflessly give of their time and talent each week with incredible dependability and a remarkable focus 
of ministry, and it is befitting to acknowledge these gifts and thank God as another year of music ministry 
draws to a close.  It is also time to start thinking about our Summer Choir and 
music program, which runs during July and August (including our annual Women’s 
Choir in June).  We will once again welcome first-time singers to join our veteran 
choristers in learning a simple, familiar, fun piece of music to sing in worship during 
our summer services, in addition to our continued weekly soloists. This program is 
encouraging and fun for all ages; you CAN do it!  More information will be available in 
the summer edition of the Fishermen’s News, and in the weekly bulletin. 

I look forward to joining together for each of these wonderful events as we prepare to enjoy another summer of 
worship and music at Greenwood. 

Blessings, 

/s/ John 

John C. Black, Director of Music and Choirs, Organist 
Alexandra K. Nichols, Music Associate 

 

Come Sing with Us this Summer! 
 

SUMMER CHOIR 

Sunday mornings 

July 7  - August 18 

9:00  a.m. 

All are welcome; no commitment required 

 

 
39ers’ MAY GATHERING 

Wednesday, MAY 15, 11:30 a.m. 
 

Chelo’s Restaurant, 2225 Post Road 
Choose off the menu! 

 
Program in Fellowship Hall at 1:30 P.M. 

 
Ray Rickman, former State Representative and Deputy Secretary of State, 

 will be our guest speaker.   
 

If you need a ride or a reservation, please call Joan Eichenfeldt (737-0128). 
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MEMBER CARE COMMITTEE 
 

As you have read elsewhere in this issue, there are many 
musical events for you to enjoy at Greenwood this spring.  
Music has always been central to worship at Greenwood!  
When the church met at the Legion Hall on Post Road, the 
choir, directed by Eleanor Powell, rehearsed in Betty and Ed 
Hill’s parlor.  The program grew considerably with the 
construction of the new church.  Photos show the choir singing 
in the new basement church (now Fellowship Hall) and the youth 
choirs from 1947. 

The 1958 annual 
report of choir 
director Eleanor Powell (Nancy Dickerman’s mom) provides an 
informative glimpse of that period.  I must admit, I never thought 
about where all the pianos we had came from when I was in 
Sunday School. I do remember the more recent fund drive when 
members contributed to “purchase” black and or white keys for 
the piano now in the chancel, the more recent generous gifts of 
pianos from Dave and Kay Parkinson and Hugh and Beth Lackey, 
and the marvelously successful drive in 2011 to purchase our 
current organ.  I’ve included parts of Mrs. Powell’s report below 
because I found it fascinating and hope you will too. 

 

REPORT OF CHURCH MUSIC FOR 1958 
(the first year in the present sanctuary and east wing). 

In this history-making year for our church, music has had an important role.  With more rooms available in our new church 
building, we discovered a need for new pianos.  In reply to an ad put in the Providence paper by Mr. Sandlund (pastor), a kind 
Portuguese woman by the name of Miss Coelho of Providence offered to give us her upright piano, which was in splendid 
condition.  This instrument was gratefully accepted for the fellowship hall when we decided to use the piano-organ combination 
again in the sanctuary. 
Our second gift of a piano was for the third floor wing.  This fine instrument was donated by Mrs. Charles R. Lynn of Cranston, a 
friend of Mrs. Southwick.  Late in October Mrs. Burton Booth offered us her own piano in response to the choir director’s need 
for a definite spot in which to hold choir rehearsals.  A generous gift came in reply to a notice in our church bulletin.  Now our 
three choirs know where to assemble to rehearse on Sunday, Monday, and Wednesday evenings. 
We are deeply indebted to the Women’s Guild, especially to Mrs. MacNaught and Mrs. Kenneth 
(Esther) Jackson, Service Chairman, for cutting out materials for the new robes, which the Junior Choir 
sadly needed (worn here by two junior choir members and future clerks of session at Greenwood and 
Dunn’s Corners).  Mothers of each choir member did the sewing.  Mothers also did a big part in 
keeping our juniors “in line”, as did a few fathers.  To them the director owes a big debt of gratitude.  
Robing the Westminster Choir appears to be somewhat more of a problem.  Even the adult choirs 
robes need a rejuvenation or replacement.  There has been some activity by both choirs in selling 
candy to earn money for this purpose. Mrs. Herman Ganz is in charge of the project.  Perhaps 1959 
will see some progress here.  
The Westminster Choir has sung approximately once a month.  This fall it has sung twice at the nine thirty service.  It sang two 
numbers, alone, at the Christmas Eve service and three with the adult choir, one of these antiphonally, from the balcony.  It now 
rehearses between fellowship hours on Sundays.  Attendance has increased from an average of ten to eighteen. 
Last season’s junior choir was a great joy to the Director.  We had fun learning difficult music for the Choir Festival, held May 
18th at Beneficent Congregational Church.  Sixteen attended.  Twenty-three members received awards for more than twenty 
rehearsals and performances attended.  
Since the inauguration of the nine-thirty Sunday service, Dr. Raymond Young has played the organ for that service.  Dr. Young 
has had much previous experience at the organ and is doing a fine service to the church.  We are most grateful that he can fill 
this need.  Soloists from the Adult Choir are happy to give their talents both as soloists and ensemble singers. We are indeed 
fortunate in having so many excellent voices, each one of whom can blend his or her voice in fine choral singing.  

She continues to describe Lenten and Holy Week services, participation in regional services and festivals, and 
attendance by Mrs. Powell and organist Agnes Carter at a Church Music workshop at URI.  Her conclusion is 
just as appropriate today as in 1958, “It has been a busy year musically and, I hope, rewarding to listeners as 
well as performers.” 

Elaine Magyar, Chair 
Member Care Committee 

 
Member Care Committee: Elaine Magyar, Joan Eichenfeldt, Harry Curran, Sheila Curran, Sue Desmond, Linda 
Martin, Joan-Sandra McKnight, Loretta Nelson, Bonnie Readett, Cathy Schobel, and Betty Stacey.   

LOOKING AHEAD -- JUNE 9 IS THE ANNUAL ALL-CHURCH PICNIC AT THE MASONIC YOUTH CENTER! 
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NEWS FROM THE PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
Hooray!  It’s May!  That means it’s time for OUR ANNUAL MAY BREAKFAST!  
Please join us SATURDAY MAY 4, 2019 between 7:30 a.m.–11:30 a.m.  We are 
quite lucky to enjoy good Christian fellowship as we eat great food, and we are 
also able to work together and know that monies raised will support mission work!  
Please consider signing up on the May Breakfast charts, found in Fellowship Hall, 
so that you can volunteer – it really is rewarding as well as enjoyable.  Do invite 
your family, friends, co-workers and neighbors to come enjoy our delicious 
breakfast as May the ‘Fourth’ will be far-out! 

We sincerely thank you, our church community, for contributing to and supporting our yearly “Gifts of the Heart” 
project – both school and health – that supports those less fortunate than ourselves.  Please feel free to 
continue to support the Picasso Quilters, as well as filling our colorful collection boxes (eyeglasses, pull tabs 
from drink cans, cell phones, unused greeting cards, and Box Tops for Education) which are on the shelf over 
the coat rack near the kitchen.  You are always welcome to visit our Presbyterian Women Circles.  We hope 
you will join us. 

In this space we have shared details with you, our church family, about our PW 
Christian Community Charity’s that you help us to support. Our final share is about 
the Hunger Offering that we participate in every month at our Circles. Through this 
offering we support the Presbyterian Huger Program, and the money collected is 
used in programs in America as well as the Global Hunger Program. We appreciate 
you and thank you for supporting all we do in the service of faith. 

Our June Gathering - Light Fare is June 4 at 6:00 p.m.;program details will be in 
the Sunday bulletin as well as at May Circle meetings.  All women are invited.   

I am truly looking forward to seeing you at the May Breakfast, as well as at the June Gathering! 

Artena Fairbairn, for Presbyterian Women 

“A circle of strength, founded on faith” 
               

‘ROUND IN CIRCLES FOR MAY  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Circle I meets May 28, 1:00 pm in the parlor to 
continue this year’s study “God’s Promise: I Am 
with You”. 

Circle IV meets May 14, 6:30 pm in the church 
arlor for a variety of programs. p

 
Circle V meets May 14, 12:00 noon for a short 
meeting and then will visit with shut-ins and 

ersons of concern. 

 
Circle II meets May 14, 1:00 pm in the parlor; 
those who wish to do so may bring a bagged lunch. p

 
Circle VII meets May 14 6:30pm in the church 

indergarten room for craft making. 
 
Circle III meets May 14, 6:15 pm at the Fairbairn 
Summers home for light refreshments and a 
rogram. 

K
 
Circle VIII (Picasso Quilters) meets May 21 in 
Fellowship Hall. p

  
 

If you have any questions about circles, please call me at 575-6555.  Circle Notes are distributed monthly at 
Circle meetings and are also available in the narthex. 

 
Jenna Fairbairn Summers, Circle Coordinator 
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STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

When we talk of stewardship we usually think in terms of our finances and 
that being good stewards means giving money to the church. This is 
certainly Biblical. Scripture encourages us to “bring the tithe into the 
storehouse” and God will pour out a blessing (Malachi 3:10).  But Biblical 
stewardship encompasses so much more.  

The Bible teaches that each of us has been given gifts for the building up of 
the church (Eph 4:6). Perhaps you already know what your gifts are and are using them faithfully in service in 
the church. Or perhaps you are still discovering just what your gifts are or are not sure how or where to use 
them. The hope of the Stewardship Committee is to highlight the areas of need in the ministries here at 

Greenwood and provide some resources to help you identify 
your gifts and enable you to plug in to serving as God has 
equipped you. We are all called to be faithful stewards. 
Whether our gifts lie in the physical or spiritual realm, “it is 
required in stewards, that a man be found faithful” (1 Cor. 
4:2).  Our time, talent, money, spiritual gifts, and our physical 
beings … are all to be used to the glory of God (1 Cor. 6:19-20; 10:31). As we look forward 
to the celebration of Pentecost we might reflect on the gifts God has given us and how He 
may be calling us to be a good stewards of those gifts in the church. 

  

regation.   

Barbara Miller, for the Stewardship Committee 
 

Stewardship Committee :  Barry Baxter,Chair, Jeffrey Plouffe, Jeffrey Black, Dennis Charpentier, Barbara Miller and Eric Robinson. 
 

 
            EDITOR’S STEWARDSHIP/MEMBER CARE ADDENDUM 

Now that the Lenten/Holy Week seasons are over, along with the 
special offerings of the One Great Hour of Sharing and the Heifer 
Coin Drive, the church office is preparing the mailing for the “official” 
launch of the 75TH ANNIVERSARY CAPITAL CAMPAIGN which concurs 
with the gala celebration of Greenwood Community Church’s 75th 
Anniversary this coming November!   As something of a preview, I’ve 
excerpted selections from past Fishermen’s News articles below:

(September 2018 Stewardship article excerpt)  THIS COMING YEAR MARKS THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF GREENWOOD COMMUNITY CHURCH, 
PRESBYTERIAN!  Session has given the green light to establish a 75th Anniversary Capital Campaign Fund; watch for further details 
to come in a separate mailing.  Over the years the church building has developed into a fine edifice serving the needs of the 
congregation and community.  It has grown from a one floor basement structure to a full church building constructed above, an 
additional wing added, then another, two new sound systems, a new organ, new carpeting, air conditioning, a new boiler and almost 
countless additional improvements as noted on the next page. These additions and replacements have all been supported and paid for 

by the generous gifts of our congregation, as well as the gifts that keep on giving through 
the interest of bequests given to our Memorial Endowment Fund.  The use and age of the 
building continues to take its ongoing toll, however.  Your 
session, along with the Presbyterian Women, has recently 
undertaken the remodeling of the bathrooms outside the 
church offices.  We are also discussing the pressing need of 
the replacement of the aging roof (of 30+ years) over the 
wings  and other necessary improvements.  These items are 
capital improvements that fall outside our normal operating 
budget, so will require additional support of the cong

(October 2018 Stewardship Committee article excerpt) And as many of you know, the church that grew out of that Sunday School will 
celebrate the 75TH ANNIVERSARY of our founding in 2019!   Planning for a grand celebration is in the works, and a small task force is 
being assembled to organize the 75th ANNIVERSARY CAPITAL CAMPAIGN mentioned in last month’s Stewardship article.  Long-needed 
improvements are being envisioned, planned, strategized and/or are even now underway to 
help ensure at least another seventy-five years of vital mission and ministry at 805 Main 
Avenue!  Also mentioned in the article is the east wing rest rooms are undergoing extensive 
and much needed renovation/restoration (a huge THANK YOU to the Presbyterian Women for 
funding much of this project!), and as I write, the roofers have re-shingled the entire west 
wing and will (weather permitting) complete the east wing tomorrow.  I am SO delighted to see 
this accomplished!  The much-needed new roofing (the previous shingles were aging and 
discolored when I arrived 22 years ago!) matches the (relatively) new sanctuary roofing 
(2010), and will keep us covered at least forty more years, if not the full seventy-five!  
 (January 2019 Pastor’s Page excerpt) Well, mark your calendars, because now a grand 75th Anniversary celebration is being planned 
for November 12, 2019 to commemorate our November 12, 1944 charter!  You’ll be hearing frequently the number 75 in the months to 
come.  Coincidentally, I actually started working on this page approximately 7.5 hours after the (well-attended) 75th Annual Meeting of 
the Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian (THANK YOU to all who worked so hard to prepare AND to all who so faithfully 
attended AND to all the new officers voted in who have stepped up to come on board!), during which I mentioned that in the coming 
months we’ll be conducting a 75th Anniversary Capital Campaign to raise $75K in commemoration of our 75th Anniversary to help 
ensure our building will be in excellent condition for at least another 75 years … beginning with repaying the loan for the vital 
restoration of the very roof under which this congregation will continue “… to help people love God more, help our members love each 
other more, and to render loving service to the world beyond our doors in the name of Jesus …”  for generations to come! 
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- - - - -~~~  CAUGHT IN THE NET / NOTES RECEIVED ~~~- - - - -
(April Calling Tree, continued – ) Dear Greenwood Church members and friends, 
Sent: Monday, April 15, 2019, 11:32:19 AM EDT The a capella group “The Silver Top” performed for the 39ers at our 

April program.  Rather than accept a fee, they visit various groups 
and nursing homes and ask that monies be sent to support the 
restoration fund of the Woodbury Union Church Presbyterian in 
Conimicut.  The church building was destroyed by fire and must 
begin the daunting task of rebuilding.  Donations are welcome to 
support our sister church, and may be sent directly to 

Dear all, 
I learned early yesterday morning that our Deacon's treasurer, 
Monika Algozino, lost a family member this weekend ... her dear 
brother in law (husband of her sister) Michael Milano, 60, passed 
away Saturday from complications due to liver cancer. She will be 
going to New York this week for the funeral services. Thank you for 
your faithful prayers and concern. Woodbury Union Church Presbyterian 

Post Office Box 9484 Sent: Wednesday, April 17, 2019, 03:44:46 PM EDT 
Warwick RI 02889-9484 Dear all, 

Please specify Recovery Fire Woodbury on the memo line of your 
check.; otherwise it  will be deposited into the church General Fund. 

Just before 39ers this afternoon I had a brief visit and prayer with 
young Darroch Fairbairn Summers at Hasbro Children's Hospital 
(along with his mother Jena); brave and cheerful Darroch was being 
admitted for surgery to repair an inguinal hernia which is expected to 
be an outpatient procedure.  Please remember him in your prayers!  
Hopefully he will not have to stay overnight.  Please include Jena in 
your prayers as well as she is fighting some crippling respiratory and 
sinus ailments of her own … I'm sure prayers for accelerated healing 
would be most appreciated.  (UPDATE via text from Mom at 5:05 – 
“Darroch is home, doing great! A little tired and sore but overall 
perfect!” I responded, “Wonderful!  Such a brave and cheerful little 
man when I saw him this morning … I’m glad all went well!”) 

Thank you for your consideration! 

Harry Joseph Curran 

Dear Pastor Clark, 
Thank you to you, the musicians and the ladies of the church who all 
worked so hard to make my father Jim Ruegg’s memorial service so 
beautiful.  Our family is touched by the love and admiration the 
people of Greenwood have shown to my father and to Cheryl.  What 
a blessed community! 
Sincerely,  Blessings and best regards, Pastor Clark  
Teresa and Shawn Rouillard and Family Sent: Thursday, April 25, 2019, 11:06:27 AM EDT 
In addition to the news, prayers and condolences 
expressed in the Calling Tree messages below and 
in the next column, two other items of interest: 

Dear Deacons and Elders, 
Attached are materials for the meeting tonight.  Just so you all know, 
I received word when I came in this morning that Linda Gungle may 
have suffered cardiac arrest last night; I will be going to Rhode Island 
Hospital in a few moments to visit (where she is listed as "stable') 
and will send a notice when I return.  In the meantime, please 
remember her (and husband Bob!) in your prayers; thanks.  I also 
received a call from Deacon Janet Swanson, who just received the 
sad news that her dear brother-in-law may soon depart this life 
following a long battle with a rare form of aggressive lymphoma. His 
wife Karen, Janet's sister, accompanied us on our trip to the Holy 
Land last year.  Please remember this family in your prayers; as 
many of you may remember, it was just a year ago that Janet and 
Karen said goodbye to their mother, Ruth Pelley 

PRAYERS FOR, AND CONDOLENCES TO, Lisa David and her 
family as Lisa’s older sister, Beth Woodard, departed 
this life Sunday, April 28 in Elmira, New York. 
CONGRATULATIONS to Charlie Edward Demers, the son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Matthew (Katie Dailey) Demers, who 
received the Sacrament of Baptism April 7, 2019.  Katie 
and Matthew were married here at Greenwood Church 
April 21, 2012. 
And on a related note (pun intended) CONGRATULATIONS to 
Katie’s cousin, Julia McKeever, on her engagement to 
Daniel D’Arrezo!  Julia and Daniel are planning an 
October 26, 2019 wedding. Pastor Clark 

Sent: Thursday, April 25, 2019, 03:36:33 PM EDT 
CALLING TREE NOTICES SENT IN APRIL: Dear all, 

Sent: Wednesday, April 10, 2019, 07:50:20 PM EDT I just returned from RI Hospital ... Linda Gungle is being held for 
observation and some more testing, but fortunately a heart attack 
has been ruled out after all.  She is suffering from extreme 
exhaustion, though, the cause of which is as of yet undiagnosed.  
She may return home tomorrow, possibly even tonight.  (update:  
Linda was in worship Sunday; thanks for your prayers!) 

Dear all, 
I learned yesterday that the brother of Sandra Olson, Donald Allan 
Smith, passed away this week. Sandy is presently in Georgia with 
the family during this time of bereavement and loss.  Please 
remember Sandy in your prayers; thank you.  

Pastor Clark Pastor Clark 
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