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Dear Members and Friends, 

Five years ago I wrote in my 2013 Annual Report: “I mentioned in a recent sermon ‘… it is my prayer everything we do in 
the church continues to contribute to these three central tasks: (1) to help us love God more,(2) to help us love one another more, and 
(3) to render loving service to the world beyond our doors in the name of Jesus.’  The Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian 
has been helping people love God more, helping her members love each other more, and rendering loving service to the world beyond 
our doors for seven decades now.  Most of you know the story: In 1942, when travel was limited by wartime gasoline rationing, 
neighborhood women determined to organize an ecumenical, interdenominational Sunday School for area children.  Out of that faith 
community the Greenwood Christian Association was born January 9, 1944.  Members of this new church voted to affiliate with the 
Presbyterian Church, and the Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian, was officially chartered November 12, 1944 with 53 
members. MARK YOUR CALENDARS; a grand 70th Anniversary celebration is planned for November 16, 2014!” 

Well, mark your calendars, because now a grand 75th Anniversary celebration is being planned for November 
12, 2019 to commemorate our November 12, 1944 charter!  You’ll be hearing frequently the number 75 in the 
months to come.  Coincidentally, I actually started working on this page approximately 7.5 hours after the (well-
attended) 75th Annual Meeting of the Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian (THANK YOU to all who worked 
so hard to prepare AND to all who so faithfully attended AND to all the new officers voted in who have stepped up to come on board!), 
during which I mentioned that in the coming months we’ll be conducting a 75th Anniversary Capital 
Campaign to raise $75K in commemoration of our 75th Anniversary to help ensure our building will be in 
excellent condition for at least another 75 years … beginning with repaying the loan for the vital restoration of 
the very roof under which this congregation will continue “… to help people love God more, help our members love each 
other more, and to render loving service to the world beyond our doors in the name of Jesus …”  for generations to come! 

        --- Stephen L. Clark, Pastor  

 



 

Here are some more candid shots from the past two month’s activities, including, but not limited to, the Presbyterian Women’s Bazaar and 
istmas Dinner, Christmas caroling (which included singing Happy Birthday to Millie Plouffe on her 101st birthday, below left!), the Sund

School  Christmas pageant, the Nowell performance of the Greenwood Concert Choir, Advent Wreath workshop and more! 
Chr ay 

Caroling to Fran Bonn 

A typical Sunday night youth (and leaders) crowd! 

Congratulations, John and Olivia! 



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
 

  “Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.”  -- Proverbs 22:6, RSV  
This Scripture verse is a reminder of one of our goals in Sunday 
School.  We are grateful for the way our Sunday School teachers bring 
the words of the Bible alive for our children.  It is our hope that making 
Advent wreaths, lighting the Advent candles in Sunday School, helping 
with the Hanging of the Greens, caroling, and playing roles in the 
pageant and tableau in December all helped bring a better 
understanding of the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ to our students. 

THANK YOU to all who helped decorate our 2018 Mitten Tree with 
warms hats, mittens and scarves.  Project Outreach at Open Table of 
Christ Church in Providence was very grateful for this generous 
donation (www.projectoutreach.org).  Everything was greatly appreciated. 

It’s time for the SEVENTH ANNUAL TALENT SHOW to benefit the annual 
summer mission trip of the 29Eleven Youth Fellowship!   TRYOUTS will 
be Sunday February 17, after the 10:30 SERVICE OF WORSHIP (as you will 
read elsewhere in this issue, there will be ONE service of worship February 17 at 10:30, 
following by a potluck luncheon hosted by the Member Care Committee … logistics 

haven’t been fully worked out, but we will most likely have tryouts in the 29Eleven room; 
watch for details!)   DRESS REHEARSAL - Sunday February 24, 4:00 p.m.  
TALENT SHOW DATES: Friday March 2, 6:00 p.m. & Saturday March 3, 5:00 
p.m.  Tickets are $10.00 each night, or a combo ticket for both performances 
can be purchased for $15.00.  Dinner will be provided at both shows. 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL continues to meet each week at 9:00 a.m. in 
the parlor.  The course material is based on a DVD by Justin S. 
Holcomb covering Creeds, Councils, Catechisms and Confessions 
of the Christian Church, and is being led by one of our newer 
members, Dina Young.  This is an open study with each Sunday 
covering a different subject.  Please join us!   

 
NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR OF FAMILY MINISTRIES: 

 
 Calling All Youth Grades 2-6 !! 

You are invited to King’s Kids! 

Sundays, 5:00-7:00  
 

All children sixth grade and younger are encouraged to join us 
and bring a friend!  We have had so many children wanting to 
come who are not yet in second grade that we have now 
opened the group to all children sixth grade and younger; we 
separate into two groups during the course of the evening to 
better accommodate all age levels.  We will have our annual 
Valentine’s Dance Sunday February 10! Oh, and “Operation 
Christmas Child“ was a big success thanks to all the donations 

from King’s Kids and the congregation; we completed and sent off eighty gift boxes.  Join our Facebook page 
“KING’S KIDS GREENWOOD” for more details of our ministry and for all the updates. 

PARENT CAFÉ – We continue our “Parent Café“ 9:00 a.m. Sundays in Fellowship 
Hall.  Parents, grandparents and /or any caregivers are welcome to join us for coffee 
and discussion while your children are at Sunday School,  Come to share and 
discuss what has worked and not worked for you, or you may just come for some 
encouraging words and Bible verses to help equip you for the week.  The Bible and 
materials from FOCUS ON THE FAMILY provide our curriculum. 

Parents, bring your children to spend a fun Friday 
with us from 6:00–9:00 p.m.  Plan on this the first 
Friday of each month!  We enjoy fellowship, 
games, movies and fun together!  The program is 
directed by DFM Virginia Jacobs who is assisted 
by other adults and teens from 29Eleven who 
have completed Child Protection training.  Drop 

the kids off and head to a movie, dinner or just a little quiet time 
knowing the kids are having a great time! 

FAMILY FOCUS 5:30-7:00PM (OR WHENEVER YOU CAN ARRIVE!) -- This group is growing!  
We supply the food and inspirational video and/or other discussion topics (sneak preview: 
Wednesday March 13 will begin a weekly Lenten Bible Study led by Pastor Clark through Holy Week).  
This is for everyone (and anyone who needs a midweek pick-me-up) to come and relax 
and hear some inspiring words.  We supply a light dinner, then whisk your children off to 
play and/or do homework.  This is a great opportunity for mid – week fellowship for all.  
We are done before choir rehearsal, so all choir members are welcome to join us as well!   
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29ELEVEN YOUTH MINISTRIES 
 

As is the case for many of us, December of 2018 was not a normal finish to the 
year for 29Eleven.  Instead of our usual weekly meetings, December featured a 
fun, full gathering at the Majeika household following the Concert Choir’s 
excellent NOWELL performance (no small task to find enough ice cream to feed to a bunch 
of hungry teenagers; thank you, Majeikas!), our annual Yankee Swap (which, with friends 
and former graduates joining us, made for a packed youth room that night!), and our fall retreat 
(which was actually more of an early winter retreat than a fall one).  It was a happy month of 

watching God at work – perhaps most special was that this youth retreat I was worried would be a disaster, 
largely due to a litany of miscommunications with the camp, wound up being one of my most cherished 
memories with our group to date!  It might sound crazy in this day and age to say we had two cabins full of 
teenagers who spent hours looking at their Bibles and no time at all looking at their phones, but that was the 
case … and it gives just a little taste of how precious that weekend turned out to be.  

One of the great blessings of youth ministry is a willingness to embrace “fun” and 
“substance” all together.  It is not uncommon on a weekly basis for us to go straight from 
a funny video to worshipping God, straight from prayer to a game, or straight from 
laughter to somber moments.  I love serving a group that will raptly engage with God’s 
Word while their faces are still drying from cleaning off a shaving cream pie.  We have 
happily embraced a few nights of pure fun and memories this past month, while also 
taken long hours to study and hear from the Lord together.  I wonder if sometimes when 
we become “adults” (placed in quotes since I burned oatmeal in a microwave oven this 
week), we make the mistake of separating God and fun.  That’s the reason my phone 
background for the past few years has been this picture of Jesus laughing – we serve a 

God Who created humor, a God Who I can even imagine pulling little pranks on His disciples, a God Who 
probably had one of the richest laughs this world has ever known.  

For that reason I look forward to another half-year of prayer and 
laughter, study and games, inspiration and inanity, seriousness 
and silliness, all wrapped into one as we cherish and celebrate 
God’s gift of life to us.  Whether it be playing fun games or 
talking about how the Bible changes our lives, I am grateful for 
another season to walk with the youth of our church. 

In that vein, our annual Talent Show is coming up on March 1 & 2 – if you would like to 
participate, please consider checking it out and signing up for an act!  All proceeds for this 
show sponsored by our yout, go to help fund our yearly mission trip in the summer.  We would 
be grateful to have you be a part of what promises to be another memorable occasion!  

Looking forward to starting the New Year well with you all. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Stephen Clark, Ministry Intern 

 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

As we make plans for 2019 we are provided with wonderful opportunities to 
reaffirm our faith, serve the Lord, and deepen our commitment to Christ. We 
encourage you to express your love in February through the act of serving the 
Lord through assisting worship as a Lector, Greeter or an Acolyte.  When you 
volunteer, you will receive the opportunity of knowing, meeting, greeting and 
sharing the love of Christ with our entire worship family and witness our 
Greenwood Church families grow and flourish. 

There is no experience necessary to serve the Lord through worship. Training is available for all 
who are interested in serving.  Please give me a call at my home at 738-0480 so we can discuss 
your interest in serving the Lord through worship.  We are truly blessed and thank all our new and 
regular volunteers for their dedicated and continued support in serving our Lord.  Worship 
schedules are posted in Fellowship Hall and we encourage all to continue to sign up to serve the 
Lord in this manner.  I thank all our Deacons and Elders and ask that they continue to volunteer 
and sign up to serve the sacraments of Communion, honoring our Heavenly Father. 

Our Worship Committee meets weekly before and after the Sunday services, so if you have any 
suggestions and/or comments, Don, Steve and I would like to hear from you.  During the month 
of February, let us make a special commitment to express our love for Christ be being a faithful 
servant through our words and our actions.  May the peace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, always be 
with you and your loved ones.  See you Sunday! 

Sincerely in Christ, and for the Worship Committee 

Wayne A. Meunier 

Don Sorgel, Chairman, and Steve Parkinson 
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MUSIC PROGRAM 
Dear friends, 
This month’s 39ers program included a lovely service of psalms and hymns, and ended with a lively discussion 
about the beautiful organ that graces our sanctuary.  As a wide variety of topics were raised, it occurred to me 
that since this magnificent instrument is hidden from the view of the congregation, it may be of interest to 
recount some of our questions and answers.  

To begin, the organ we hear in worship each week is completely digital; there is not 
one single wind-blown pipe to be found in our sanctuary.  This is possible through 
advanced computer technology that recreates the sound and action of a pipe organ, 
and this technology is so advanced that organ companies are 
able to build hybrid instruments of both pipe and digital stops that 
sound in uniformity with one another.  Perhaps you have seen an 
organ up close before.  If you have, you’ll know that these 
instruments have several keyboards (ours has three), and a 

pedal board (a 32-note keyboard played by the feet).  To accommodate this, organ music 
contains an extra staff of bass notes to be played by the organist’s feet, and in playing 
music from the hymnal, the lowest bass notes are played in the pedal division of the organ.  

The organ is designed to essentially offer the organist an “orchestra” of possibilities in sound.  This is 
accomplished through many voices (stops) that create different timbres and are designed to be used in 
combination with one another.  Each stop activates a different octave level, indicated by a number on its 
corresponding knob.  These range from very high frequencies to very low rumbles (when the sanctuary 
windows begin shaking, this is the work of a very low stop being engaged!).  These combinations of stops can 
produce a wide variety of sound possibilities, from “typical” (principal) sounds of the organ to sounds 
reminiscent of strings, flutes, reeds, etc.  Every organ has a completely unique set of stops, and a completely 
unique sound. Our organ has over 150 stops; a massive color palette of resources to choose from.  

A digital organ also offers possibilities not available on a traditional pipe organ.  We have 
two divisions of speakers: one located above the pastor’s office on the right side of the 
chancel, and one in the balcony.  Because the organ is digital, all of the stops of the organ 
may speak through any/all of the speakers, as assigned by the organist.  This is why 
some pieces occasionally sound as though they are dancing between the front and back 
of the room.  Also, although our organ does have a record-and-playback feature, none of 
the music you hear on Sunday morning is pre-recorded; it is always played live, either by 
me or Alexandra (including the carillon prelude each week!).  Our desire is that everything 
we play would be an offering of prayer and praise, and therefore it is sealed in our most 
sincere, humble adoration as we play.   

We are very greatly blessed to have such a wonderful instrument to support our music ministry.  If you are 
intrigued to know more, I would be happy to have you stop by and take a look!  
 

Blessings, 

John C. Black, Director of Music and Choirs, Organist 
Alexandra Nichols, Music Associate 

 

MISSION COMMITTEE 
 

This month’s Mission Committee article is comprised of two special reports:  The first report is from Amanda 
David, whom the Mission Committee provided some financial support to help attend the URBANA MISSIONS 
CONFERENCE held in St. Louis, MO over the Christmas break.  The second report is from Mission Committee 
member (and former chair) Emmy Kmet, about a wonderful adventure upon which she is about to embark. 

First, Amanda David -- 

Dear Members and Friends of Greenwood Community Church, 
It felt like a preview of heaven.  We were more than ten thousand believers from all corners of the globe, gathered together in 
the St. Louis Dome with our hands uplifted, praising God on New Year’s Eve.  As we welcomed in the New Year, watching the 
clock tick down the final seconds of 2018, we worshiped the Author of Time in an array of languages that reflected the beautiful 
diversity of the church.  In those last seconds of 2018, I was struck by how good God had been to me that year.  A highlight of 
His goodness was that I had the opportunity to attend the 2018 Urbana Missions Conference in St. Louis.  Thank you so 
much, Greenwood, for encouraging me and supporting my participation in this wonderful endeavor.   
Since 1946, the Urbana Student Missions Conference has been held every three years and has hosted many well-known 

speakers including Billy Graham, Joni Eareckson Tada, Elisabeth Elliot, Rick Warren, Ravi Zacharias, 
and Francis Chan.  Hosted by InterVarsity, the purpose of Urbana is to bring college students, graduate 
students, faculty, missionaries, pastors and other people serving in ministry together to engage with 
God’s word and cross-cultural missions in order to grapple with how God desires to use the church to 
bring light to dark places (whether those dark places be campuses in Boston or isolated unreached 
people groups in Asia).  During my week at Urbana, I spent mornings in group Bible study of the book of 
Revelation, afternoons worshipping in multiple languages and hearing from missionaries, and evenings 

attending seminars on topics as diverse as “Missions in Conflict Zones,” “Sharing the Gospel in the Context of Collective Identity 
in the Middle East,” “Education and Missions,” and “Pursuing Kingdom Justice: The Mission of God’s People.”  Other talks dealt 
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(con’t from previous page … ) with issues of racial justice, mass incarceration, human trafficking and a whole range of other 
topics.  In the evenings I would gather with my InterVarsity group (there were 27 of us graduate students from Harvard in 
attendance!  God is moving in Boston) and debrief about what God was teaching us.  I also had the opportunity to meet up with 
Julia D’Antico who was also in attendance; it was great seeing a familiar face from Greenwood! 
I want to close with an encouraging word for you, Greenwood.  One of the favorite worship songs during the week was called, 
“Love is Calling” and was blended with lyrics from a Zulu worship song.  

“Love is calling out, to everyone here in this place.  Will you go for me?” 
“Somlandela, somlandel’u Jeus. Lapho eyakhona somlandela.” 

(Translation from Zulu: “We will follow, we will follow Jesus.  Wherever He leads us we will follow.”) 
Urbana reminded me that God is so great that He transcends culture while at the same time 
so personal that everyone can hear His voice in their own language.  God is so loving that 
He wants all to know Him and the peace and joy that He provides.  God is so generous that 
He lets us partner with Him in His mission to shine light into all the dark places of the world.  
God is so good that he’s given us a new year, another year to listen and to follow Him.  
Somlandela, somlandel’u Jesus. 
Amanda David  
If you want to listen to the multilingual worship playlist from Urbana you can find it on Spotify.  
Search: "Urbana 18 Preview".  Also, many of the sessions and videos from Urbana can be 
accessed on https://urbana.org/  

 
And now, from Emmy Kmet -- 

Dear Members and Friends of Greenwood Community Church, 
MAGDALA – CROSSROADS OF JEWISH AND CHRISTIAN HISTORY -- MARY MAGDALENE’S HOMETOWN 

As written in the Fishermen’s News two years ago, “הנשל האבה םילשוריב” … which means, “Next year in Jerusalem!”  Well, 
for me next year is here, again, for Jerusalem, and Migdal!  During the Greenwood group tour of Israel last February we made a 
stop at the Magdala Center near the village of Migdal along the coast of the Sea of Galilee near the city of Tiberius.  We visited 
the recently excavated site of ancient Magdala at the end of a very long day, but quickly forgot our weariness as Jennifer 
Ristine, director of the Magdala Institute, enthralled us with her informative, inspiring and engaging presentation as we toured 
the site.  Last May we were all delighted to learn she was coming to Greenville, RI to give a presentation at the Parish of Saint 
Philip, which many Greenwood members who had taken part in the Holy Land adventure attended.  At the end of her 
presentation, I picked up a volunteer information card.  The Magdala volunteer program, designed for any length of time from 
one week to one year, is an enriching experience in the Holy Land that offers the opportunity to live a first century experience in 
a modern day atmosphere.  Volunteers practice the phrase “Ora et Labora,”or “Pray and Work,” in this hometown of Mary 
Magdalene.  The program and its location create the perfect environment for an experience that encompasses many aspects:  
religion, culture, interpersonal relationships, and growth.  Volunteers have the opportunity to learn daily about cultures and 
languages, from diverse countries, and gain firsthand experiences with Jewish, Christian, and Muslim traditions.   
I was intrigued, so on July 5th I entered a lengthy application process and was eventually accepted into the Volunteer Program 
on November 8, 2018 for the entire month of March 2019.  I will be working at the Magdala Center as a cashier checking in 
group tours.  Volunteers live in an historic compound for pilgrims belonging to the Melkite Catholic Church in Tiberius, just a 
block away from the Sea of Galilee.  The house has a chapel, laundry area, Wi-Fi, air conditioned rooms and a communal 
dining area.  Each room is shared with 2-6 people per room. 

Magdala (near present day Migdal) is located on the western coastline of 
the Sea of Galilee (Kinneret) and at the eastern foothills of Mount Arbel.  A 
few years ago Father Juan Solana, the papal appointee in charge of Notre 
Dame of Jerusalem, felt the leading of Christ to build a retreat center in the 
Galilee region.  From the beginning he envisioned a place where pilgrims 
could enjoy comfortable accommodations in a spiritual atmosphere on the 
shores of the Sea of Galilee.  When construction began in 2009, no one 

could have imagined what God had in store.  As workers began to dig the foundation for the guesthouse, they discovered a first 
century synagogue where it is certain that Jesus taught.  Inside the synagogue they also found the Magdala Stone, a 
discovery many archaeologists call the most significant archeological find of the past fifty years.  Walking around the ruins of 
Mary Magdalene’s hometown conjures up images of the first century ambiance in which she lived.  A strong religious presence 
can be imagined as one walks around the first century 
synagogue with a Temple model (The Magdala Stone) set 
inside the synagogue.  Magdala, a Catholic institution, seeks 
to provide a safe and welcoming place for volunteers, pilgrims, 
and visitors of all faiths, denominations, backgrounds and 
cultures.  Magdala’s purpose is to reveal how Jesus engages 
people and transforms lives.  Magdala’s vision is to become a 
premier catalyst of worldwide renewal and reconciliation. 
On March 31, I will complete my volunteer service and relocate to Jerusalem.  I will be staying in the Lutheran Guesthouse until 
April 4.  The Lutheran (German) Guesthouse is located in the middle of the old city of Jerusalem, at the intersection of the 
Armenian, Christian, Jewish and Muslim districts.  Today the Guesthouse is historic and at the same time comfortable.  Built in 
1860 on ruins from the time of the Crusaders the “royal building advice in Jerusalem”, Dr. med. Konrad Schick established the 
building and initially it served as a residential building.  The Order of St. John used it as an eye clinic from 1948, before the 
Protestant Jerusalem Foundation acquired it in 1964 and since then operates it as the Guesthouse of the Provost. 

Isaiah 6:8 -- “And I said, ‘Here am I.  Send me!””  Thank you, Amanda and Emmy, for sharing your inspiring adventures! 
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MEMBER CARE COMMITTEE 

Mark your calendar for a potluck brunch after the single worship service at 10:30 on Sunday, February 17. 
Bring a favorite dish to share and join us for some mid-winter fellowship.  Let’s hope the weather doesn’t 
duplicate that of February 16, 1958 (see below)! 

This month, our 75th anniversary time travel takes us back to February 23, 1958.  Some of you 
were there and remember it well.  On that date Greenwood Community Church dedicated its 
new sanctuary and Sunday School wing (the east wing).  There were two worship services that 
day, a Service of Dedication at 11 a.m. and a Community Service at 4:00 p.m.  Pastors from 
other neighboring churches participated in the afternoon service.  The new sanctuary was filled 
to capacity at both services. 

The week before, February 16, our first Sunday in the new “upstairs” church, attendance was hindered by a 
blizzard.  All three choirs, the adult choir, Westminster choir, and junior choir had been practicing to participate 
in the service.  There was no way my family could have made it out of our driveway and up the hill, so we 
tromped through the snow to the Janson’s house on Myrtle Avenue, my father put chains on the Janson’s car, 
and all who could squeeze in slowly made it to church.  I can remember seeing my father and some other men 
standing in the back of the church during the service.  It’s the only time I can remember my father attending 
worship in boots, a flannel shirt, and no tie! 

The new sanctuary and Sunday School wing were a big step for the congregation, constructed less than ten 
years after the basement church in 1949.  Membership had grown and there was no longer enough room for all 
the Sunday School classes in the basement church.  A building campaign was undertaken and families 
sacrificed to contribute to both the operating and capital needs of the church.  They were understandably 
excited to move into the new quarters.  But the work was far from done; as with the basement church, finishing 
and furnishing the inside of the church was done by teams of volunteers. 

The Service of Dedication February 23 included Historical Reflections and Pastoral Prayer from Greenwood’s 
first pastor, the Rev. Richard McCarroll, a sermon by Dr. Elmer G. Homrighausen, Dean of Princeton 
Theological Seminary, and music by the Adult and Westminster Choirs, led by Choir Director Eleanor Powell 
(mother of choir member Nancy Dickerman, who has been attending Greenwood choir rehearsals since she was a baby).  The 
musical selections were very appropriate.  The anthem was “O Come Let Us Worship” by Mendelssohn, with a 
solo by Harold Browne, and the offertory was “Great and Marvelous Are Thy Works,” by Gaul.  The Call to 
Worship and Act of Dedication, included below, are as meaningful today as they were then. 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Surely the Lord is in this place.  This is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven. 

SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS; COME BEFORE HIS PRESENCE WITH SINGING. 
Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise; be thankful unto Him, and bless His name. 

ACT OF DEDICATION 
Request for Dedication of Building            Mr. Leslie F. Thompson 
Acceptance of the Request                   The Rev. John T. Sandlund 
*Litany of Dedication 

Dearly beloved Brethren:  Forasmuch as it pleased Almighty God to put it into the heart of His servants to 
build this house for His worship, let us now fulfill the godly purpose for which we are assembled of dedicating 
it to the honor of God’s most holy name. 

Minister:  God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, our Father who art in heaven: 
People:  TO THEE WE DEDICATE THIS HOUSE. 
Minister:  Lord Jesus, Son of God, Saviour of the world, Head of the Body which is the Church: 
People:   TO THEE WE DEDICATE THIS HOUSE. 
Minister:  Spirit of God, given to be our abiding Teacher, Sanctifier, and Comforter; Lord and Giver of Life: 
People:   TO THEE WE DEDICATE THIS HOUSE. 
In Unison:                  HERE MAY THE FAITHFUL FIND SALVATION, AND THE CARELESS BE AWAKENED. 

HERE MAY THE DOUBTING FIND FAITH, AND THE ANXIOUS BE ENCOURAGED. 
HERE MAY THE TEMPTED FIND HELP, AND THE SORROWFUL COMFORT. 

HERE MAY THE WEARY FIND REST, AND THE STRONG BE RENEWED. 
HERE MAY THE AGED FIND CONSOLATION, AND THE YOUNG BE INSPIRED. 

We indeed have been blessed here at Greenwood.  Today’s members benefit in so many ways from the faith, 
hope, and love of those who came before. It is the people that are the Church and bring the aims expressed in 
this Litany to fruition. The Member Care Committee hopes that every member will look for the ways, small or 
large, that they can share their gifts as we strive to fulfill the goals laid before us. 

Elaine Magyar, for the Member Care Committee 

Member Care Committee: Jeffrey Plouffe, Harry Curran, Sheila Curran, Sue Desmond,  
Linda Martin, Joan-Sandra McKnight, Bonnie Readett, Cathy Schobel, Betty Stacey 

 
(Editor’s note:  The February 24, 1958 newspaper article and photo on the next page were given me by Janice Morse Dailey – slc) 
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                                39er’s FEBRUARY GATHERING 
                                   Wednesday, February 20, 11:30 a.m. ednesday, February 20, 11:30 a.m. 
                                  Chelo’s Restaurant, 2225 Post Road                                   Chelo’s Restaurant, 2225 Post Road 

                                     Choose off the menu!                                      Choose off the menu! 
                                   Program in Fellowship Hall at 1:30 P.M.                                   Program in Fellowship Hall at 1:30 P.M. 

                               Dr. Scott Ruhren will discuss  
                            "PLANTS THROUGH THE AGES: AN HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE.” 

                             If you need a ride, please contact Joan Eichenfeldt 
                              401) 737-0128 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Sherry Phillips   2/1 Richard Arling  2/11 Darlene Manson 2/5 
Donald Baker    2/2 Nancy Dickerman  2/11 Helen Hausman  2/17 
Abigail Porcaro 2/4 Hannah Clark  2/12 Katie Demers  2/20 
Patricia Charpentier 2/5 Jay Martins  2/12 Martha Beard   2/21 
Cathy Schobel  2/7 Andrea Souza  2/13 Elaine Magyar  2/21 

          Fred Fairbairn Summers  2/8 Amanda David  2/16 Mandy-Lynn Phillips 2/27 
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NEWS FROM THE PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

On the heels of the old year passing and the New Year starting, we fondly remember 2018 
and look ahead to the wonders awaiting us in 2019.  Wonders we know we have are our 
monthly Circle Meetings that give us opportunities to share our faith and friendship, 
opportunities to help others with Picasso Quilters making sleeping bags and “Gifts of the 
Heart” Health kit collections as well as adding to our ‘collection boxes’, and Committee 
members planning and organizing future activities.  We sure would love to have you join 
us whenever you are able to share faith, fellowship, and friendship as we work together to 

support local and world missions.  Do watch for information about the Spring Gathering April 2 as well as our 
May Breakfast May 4 among other future wonders.  We fondly remember those of our members who have 
joined the ranks of the Church Triumphant and those who have moved on to new endeavors.  

As we look ahead we haven’t forgotten about the past.  We are grateful for the varied and 
interesting programs that the Program Committee sets up for the Gatherings.  Likewise, we 
thank the caterer for the Christmas Dinner and we are grateful for the wonderful help from 
‘our’ men (read: Stu Mason and his fabulous crew) who did the plating and serving of the 
tasty meal as well as cleaning up afterward.  We appreciate you!  We are grateful to the 
Ways and Means Committee for the terrific Christmas Bazaar and most thankful to all who 
helped, in whatever way, as we were able to raise a goodly sum for our mission fund.  We 
appreciate you!  We are grateful to all in our church family who continue to support the 
Presbyterian Women.  We appreciate you!  

Lastly, in this space and over the next few months, we want to share with you, our church family, the 
Presbyterian Women Christian Community Charity details that you help us support.  In this, the ‘Love’ Month of 
February, we will focus on our Celebration of a Loved One’s End of Life which is handled by the Funeral 
Collation Committee.  This Committee helps Greenwood Church families when faced with the loss of a loved 
one by serving a simple meal in our Fellowship Hall following services.  Through generous gifts from families to 
PW and our mission fund we are able to provide this Celebration free of charge.  We appreciate you and your 
support!  The year ahead is empty, Help us fill it with good things; Each new day filled with joy and happiness it 
brings.  Happy Valentine’s Day! 
 
 

G G G Artena Fairbairn for Presbyterian Women  G G G 

“A circle of strength, founded on faith” 
 
 
 

 
 

‘ROUND IN CIR
 

CLES F

ircle III meets Tuesday, February 12, 7:00 p.m.  

Circle IV 

 
hut-ins. 

Circle VII will meet Tuesday, February 12, 6:00 
p.m. in the kindergarten room. 

esday, 
ip Hall. 

 
 
 

If you have any questions about circles, please call Jena Fairbairn Summers at 738-5736.   
Circle Notes are distributed monthly at Circle meetings and are also available in the narthex. 
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OR FEBRUARY 
 

Circle I meets Tuesday, February 26, 1:00 p.m. 

Circle II meets Tuesday, February 12, 12 noon.   

C

meets Tuesday, February 12, 7:00 p.m. 
u

Circle V will meet Tuesday, February 12 at noon 
for a bag lunch then break into small groups to visit
s

Circle VIII  Picasso Quilters will meet T
February 5 and 19, at 1:00 p.m. in Fellowsh
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 - - - - -~~~ CAUGHT IN THE NET / NOTES RECEIVED ~~~- - - - - 
 
Dear members of Greenwood Church, 
I want to thank you for the kind things you do for me.  Cards, a 
beautiful flower arrangement, and then last night the gift of music.  
Hearing the beautiful Christmas carols sung by my friends from 
church really made Christmas for me this year. 
Sincerely, 
Anna Prince 

Dear Church Family, 
Thank you to all of you for the many cards I have received, and the 
wonderful visit from the Christmas carolers! 
Sincerely, Fran Bonn 

Dear members of Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian 
Thank you all so very much for the abundance of Christmas 
blessings you have given me.  From the cards, cookies, candies, 
fruit, home made breads, I loved them all.  Mostly, I love each and 
every one of you!  I have become attached to this great Family 
Church and enjoy my days working here.  God has blessed me in my 
journey of life with many wonderful family members and friends.  I 
pray for great things to come in this New Year and wish you all a very 
happy, healthy New Year.  
Blessings and Peace, 
Carol Castergine 

Dear Friends / Greenwood Presbyterian Women, 
Thank you for your kind words and prayers.  The support of Christian 
friends has been a source of strength and peace. 
In Christ’s Name 
Clarice Gothberg 

Dear Members of GCCP Presbyterian Women, 
Thank you for your generous donation to our fire fund.  Despite our 
devastating loss, we feel uplifted by the support and kindnesses of 
wonderful folks such as you.  We have been blessed by our 
connections and friendships over the years and we are grateful!  Our 
office is still in the process of being completely set up so I wanted to 
get this note out before too long.  One behalf of all of us at Woodbury 
– thank you again!! 
God’s blessings be with you, 
Jane Tarring 

Dear Greenwood Friends, 
Thank you for your cards and messages of sympathy following the 
death of Stu’s twin brother, Ken.  We appreciate your thoughtfulness. 
In Christian Love, 
Stu and Betty Mason 

Dear Greenwood Family, 
I am sending this note to all who prayed, sent cards, calls, good 
thoughts, flowers, concern and love for Jim and family on his brief 
illness and untimely death.  We were not officially members here at 
Greenwood; however, we were able to donate with our talent and 
time to serve the Lord and enjoy great fellowship with you all.  There 
is a memorial service being planned for Jim here at Greenwood on 
what would have been his 68th birthday, March 22, 2019. 
Much love, 
Cheryl Ruegg 

Dear Greenwood Church, 
Thank you all so much for the wonderful birthday cards, calls and 
well wishes.  I pray for and love you all very much, 
Blessings, 
Nancy Merritt 

Dear Greenwood Church, 
Thank you so much for the beautiful flowers that Wayne brought here 
yesterday.  It is so warming to be remembered.   
Yours in Christ, and Lots of Love, 

Doris B. Fahlman 

Dear Pastor Clark & all members and friends, 
On behalf of my entire family, I want to thank everyone for being 
such a special part of my grandmother Doris Safford’s life.  She truly 
loved you all and made her faith and fellowship one of her greatest 
joys.  Her funeral service was absolutely beautiful, and Pastor Clark, 
you captured her spirit and soul perfectly.  To everyone who I have 
seen since her passing, thank you for your kind words and fond 
memories.  Knowing how much she meant, not only to her family, but 
to her many friends, has helped us all find peace.  Grandma’s 
passing was a surprise to us all, but I hope we can all move on and 
celebrate the life of a truly amazing woman.  Our family would like to 
donate her two deacon’s benches and one of her original paintings in 
her memory.  I hope you all can find a moment to enjoy them. 
Thank you again and much love to you all, 
Stefanie Whaley 

Dear Friends, 
We are one of the families who you “adopted” this past Christmas.  I 
can’t thank you enough for your generosity & love.  You made 
Christmas morning and Christmas dinner bountiful for our kids.  The 
presents were so thoughtful; the kids loved every single one – 
especially the magic science kit and cooking set.  God Bless you for 
your work – you’re in our prayers! 
The Heweid Family 

*** 

And a touching Caring Bridge journal entry by Kimberly 
Hennings, writing for Elaine Rothermel on Jan. 25 --  

It has been an interesting eight month journey that I am pleased to 
say appears to have a happy ending.  I was informed last Friday that 
I am able to slowly resume normal activities with no restrictions.  My 
bone marrow results came back with no residual disease detected.  I 
will need to have recurring follow up appointments that should 
eventually decrease in frequency in order to keep an eye on my 
recovery.  I’d like to again thank my sister-in-law Kim for maintaining 
this site to keep our family, friends and coworkers informed of my 
progress.  We have been humbled by your kindness and words of 
encouragement and can’t thank you enough for helping us through 
this challenging time. 
Since I am ready to get back out into the world, I expect this will likely 
be my last update.  It’s exciting and a bit daunting so I’ll just have to 
remind myself to take it slow.  I want to say a special thank you to my 
son Matt and my husband John. 
Matt attends Wentworth Institute of Technology which fortunately for 
me is located just a few blocks from Brigham and Women’s Hospital. 
While I was hospitalized over the summer, he would stop by to visit 
often just sitting with me while he did his homework.  I’ll never be 
able to tell him how much that meant to me.  And having him home 
during his fall semester co-op was priceless. 
I can’t begin to express how much John’s love and support has 
meant to me.  Everyone who must face what I faced these past 
several months should have a partner like John to face it with.  I 
joked with him that he has 
been my maid, chef, Uber 
driver, and personal assistant 
but he was much more.  He 
supported me in so many 
ways.  For better or worse he 
was always there for me. 
We have met some really 
amazing people and had some 
very interesting experiences. I 
can’t say enough good things 
about the doctors, nurses, 
PAs, PCAs and office staff at 
Brigham & Women’s Hospital 
and Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute. They are some of the 
most incredibly skilled and 
compassionate people I have 
ever met, and I will be forever 
indebted to them. 

Elaine, center, with two of her 
“angel“ transfusion nurses, Kelsie 
(left) and Hannah (right)  Hannah 

served Elaine throughout the 
entire eight month ordeal. 

-10- 



THE FOLLOWING CALLING TREE E-MAIL NOTICES WERE SENT OUT DURING DECEMBER AND JANUARY 
(Slightly edited for space, clarification and/or privacy concerns; please use your directory, or call the church office for addresses, should you wish to 
send notes.  Also, this list is not comprehensive of all ill or homebound; I am missing a few … e.g., one update is that Nancy Allen is now at home.) 

 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2018, 04:51:33 PM EST 
I just returned from Kent Hospital, where Bill Stock was admitted 
Tuesday for what appears to be acute renal failure.  He is undergoing 
dialysis in the hope that the procedure might help initiate recovery, 
but the prognosis at this time is uncertain.  Please remember Bill, his 
dear wife Sue and their family in your prayers. 
Blessings and best regards,  Pastor Clark 
 
Sent: Wednesday, December 12, 2018 09:07:36 AM EST 
I visited with Bill Stock yesterday morning; he had been transferred 
from Kent County Hospital to the Greenwood nursing home on Main 
Avenue, and was scheduled to be moved to his home under hospice 
care in the afternoon.  Unfortunately, the renal failure he suffered 
was not reversible.  Please remember him, his wife Sue and their 
children and grandchildren in your prayers during this difficult time. 
Also, I received word yesterday morning of the passing of Noel 
MacKinnon; son of the late Mary and Stirling Mackinnon and father 
of Heather Nolan; many of you may remember Noel's father Stirling 
as one of the first, if not the first, sextons at Greenwood (Stirling 
passed away October 1981 and was joined by Mary when she 
departed this life April 2005). The funeral service will be 11:00 at the 
Quinn Funeral Home in Warwick, preceded by calling hour at 10 a.m. 
Blessings, Pastor Clark 
 
Sent: Fri, Dec 14, 2018 11:52 AM 
I'm saddened to inform you that Bill Stock passed away at home 
early this morning; his wife Sue and son Roger were at his side.  I 
received a call shortly after hospice care left, and went over to visit, 
pray and commend this dear and faithful gentleman to the eternal 
embrace of the Lord he served so faithfully throughout his lifetime. 
The funeral service is being tentatively planned for Tuesday, 
December 18 at the church, pending confirmation from the Urquhart-
Murphy Funeral Home.  I/we will let you know as soon as this date is 
confirmed; the alternative date will be Thursday. 
Also, I learned from our Director of Music that his grandmother, 
Florence Hachadorian, was taken to the emergency room with 
some sort of severe stomach ailment and has now been admitted to 
Kent County Hospital; I will be heading over there shortly (ed. 
note/update – she was discharged after observation/evaluation). 
On a much happier note (and many of you may already know this), 
earlier this week John Black and Olivia Vicente announced their 
engagement to be married!  A January 2020 wedding is now in the 
works.  CONGRATULATIONS to a MOST delightful couple! 
Blessings and best regards, Pastor Clark 
 
Sent: Thursday, December 27, 2018, 10:24 AM EST 
As you can read in the obituary below, the service for Doris Safford 
will be here at the church tomorrow.  There will be a visiting hour 
beginning 10:00 followed by the funeral at 11:00, and a collation 
following the service.  The private interment will take place following 
the collation. 
Stephen L. Clark, Pastor 
 
Sent: Friday, December 28, 2018, 03:29:53 PM EST 
Dear all, 
Thank you to all who attended the (very) full funeral service for Doris 
Safford today, AND to all who provided such excellent hospitality at 
the collation which followed.  Her family was very appreciative and 
complimentary of you! 
I received two other items of concern yesterday:  Lois Belle 
Crankshaw was taken to Roger Williams Hospital earlier this week 
with suspected cardiac and renal difficulties; I'm heading over there 
shortly to visit.  Her (twin) sister Joan Sandra McKnight was able to 
visit yesterday; things have seemed to improve somewhat for Lois 
Belle but there are still major concerns/unknowns remaining (update: 
Lois Belle was discharged to Cortland Place, Greenville.) 
Also, I received a message from Sue Stock that her son-in-law Jay 
Kingston (husband of daughter Barbara) was taken to Rhode Island 
Hospital and it being treated for pneumonia and a silent heart attack; 
he was scheduled for cardiac catheterization today. 
Thank you, as always, for your faithful prayers and concern. 

Sent: Wednesday, January 9, 2019, 11:12:31 AM EST 
Dear all, 
I'm saddened to report that church member Nadine Marchetti 
suffered the unexpected and sudden tragic loss of her son, Michael, 
this past Sunday. The middle of Nadine and her husband's (Victor) 
three children, he was 28 years old.  For those who may not know 
Nadine, she and her youngest daughter Melanie have been 
members since 2010; Nadine is one of our volunteer offering 
"counters" on Monday morning and also served two terms as a 
deacon; daughter Melanie, now 26, was very active in our youth 
fellowship during her high school years.  I've just learned the calling 
hours at the Urquhart Murphy Funeral Home between 5:00 p.m. and 
8:00 p.m. tomorrow (Thursday), and the funeral will be at St. Kevin 
Roman Catholic Parish, 333 Sandy Lane, Warwick at 9:00 a.m.  
Please be in prayer for this bereaved family during this difficult time. 
Stephen L. Clark, Pastor 
 
Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019, 01:24:16 PM EST 
Dear all, 
I just got off the phone with the Carpenter Jenks Funeral Home, and 
am saddened to inform you that long time church member Ralph 
Richmond Matteson, Jr. passed away yesterday at 93 years of age.  
He has now been reunited with his dear wife Barbara, to whom he 
had been married over 65 years; she departed this life June 18, 
2015.  The Mattesons had been members of Greenwood Community 
Church since December 1955. 
The calling hours for Mr. Matteson will be from 4:00 to 7:00 P.M. at 
the Carpenter Jenks Funeral Home (659 East Greenwich Ave, West 
Warwick) on Monday, January 14.  The funeral service will be held 
10:00 AM at the funeral home, followed by interment at Quidnessett 
Memorial Cemetery. 
Stephen L. Clark, Pastor 
 
Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019, 08:46:53 PM EST 
Dear all, 
I'm saddened to report Evelyn Rae passed away around 7:00 P.M.; I 
just returned from the Roberts Rehabilitation Center a little while ago.  
She has fought a long and hard battle, especially these past few 
years; she is now at home with the Lord she served so faithfully 
throughout her life.  I have no details about funeral arrangements at 
this time, but will be meeting with the family at the Urquhart Murphy 
Funeral Home tomorrow. 
Rest in peace, dear Evelyn. 
Stephen L. Clark, Pastor 
 
Sent: Thursday, January 17, 2019 2:49:13 PM 
Dear all, 
For any who may not have heard and/or missed the announcement 
Sunday, the funeral service for Evelyn Rae will be held at the church 
tomorrow 11:00 A.M., followed by a collation in Fellowship Hall.   
Stephen L. Clark, Pastor 
 
Sent: Wednesday, January 23, 2019 2:41:18 PM\ 
Dear all, 
I just returned from Rhode Island Hospital, where Linda Gungle is 
being prepared to undergo a (planned) cardiac surgical procedure 
tomorrow.  Please remember her in your prayers.  If all goes 
according to plan, she hopes to be back home Friday. 
Blessings and best regards, Pastor Clark 
 
Sent: Friday, January 25, 2019 3:36:16 PM 
Dear all, 
I returned a little while ago from Rhode Island Hospital, where Linda 
Gungle is recuperating very nicely from her procedure yesterday. 
The surgery went well; she is staying one additional day in order to 
get re-acclimated to ongoing medications she had to temporarily 
discontinue in preparation for the surgery. Thank you for your faithful 
prayers and concern. 
Pastor Clark 
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