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“Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.”
I Thessalonians 5:16-18
I've told this story from the pulpit before, but it's a wonderful Thanksgiving story that bears
repeating. Pastor Martin Rinkart faithfully served the entire three decades of the Thirty
Years War in the walled city of Eilenburg, Germany, a city that became the refuge of
thousands. Over the long course of that decades-long conflict, the population of Germany
would dwindle from sixteen million to six million. Overcrowded and undersupplied with food,
sanitary facilities, and medical care, the walled city of Eilenburg eventually became a city of
death, instead of a city of refuge. Pestilence raged throughout the crowded streets and
homes, eventually claiming thousands of victims. These people knew every day pain and
suffering in ways most of us can only begin to imagine. In the year 1636 (19 years into the Thirty Years War), a terrible plague
hit Eilenburg; during this year all other ministers in that walled town either died or fled. However, Martin Rinkart stayed
put ... this was his community, his parish, where he believed God had called him to faithfully serve. During this 1636
plague he conducted up to forty-five funerals a day, burying nearly 4,500 men, women and children; he even buried his
beloved and devoted wife. It was in the midst of this terrible plague, in the year 1636, that Martin Rinkart penned these
words we sing just about every Thanksgiving (see bottom left corner of page 98 in our hymnal): "NOW THANK WE ALL OUR GOD with heart
and hand and voices, Who wondrous things have done, in Whom His world rejoices; Who, from our mother's arms, hath blest us on our way with
countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. O, may this bounteous God through all our life be near us, with ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to
cheer us; and keep us in His grace and guide us when perplexed, and free us from all ills in this world and the next.” Something almost lost in
the translation is that the original German is a command: “NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT!” Pastor Rinkart was no Pollyanna, he
knew things were hard; things were hard for him as well! His words might be better paraphrased, “Now ... in the midst of the
tragedy and suffering and pain all of us are experiencing to some degree or another ... NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT! Now all of us WILL thank God.”
"Give thanks in all circumstances!" Paul writes. In the original Greek that’s a command, too. This is from a man who, by
his own account (see II Corinthians 11), was frequently imprisoned, exposed to death again and again, five times receiving the
nearly lethal flogging of “forty lashes minus one;” three times beaten with rods, once he was stoned by a mob, three times
shipwrecked, and on and on! Now, note Paul did NOT write, “Give thanks FOR all circumstances.” He wrote, “Give thanks IN all
circumstances.” That’s significant! I don’t think for a minute Paul would have exclaimed, “Oh, thank you for that flogging! That hurt
so good!” Or, “Thank you for that wonderful shipwreck! We didn’t need that boat anyway, praise God!” I don’t believe for a minute God
requires us to give thanks for our sufferings. However, I do believe God does ask us to find reasons to be grateful in the
midst of our sufferings. God’s will for us to give thanks in all things is predicated in part on this undeniable fact of human
psychology: Bitterness and anger ... the all-too-common responses to suffering, loss and trouble ... are destructive to the
human soul. My favorite quote from that great theologian … Ann Landers … “Bitterness and anger are acids which destroy their
containers from within.” Bitterness and anger will corrode, consume and eventually destroy us from within. Bitterness and
anger also have a tendency to make us un-attractive, unpleasant to be around, even somewhat repulsive. Humble
acceptance and gratitude have a way of making us attractive, pleasant, refreshing to ourselves and refreshing to others.
I heard lots of sermons and seminars and have seen countless books and articles over the course of my (almost) six
and a half decades all preoccupied with one question: “What is God's will for my life?” Well, Paul answers that in one simple
sentence: “Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.” This is not
rocket science. The will of God for our lives is for us to be joyful, prayerful and most of all thankful, to nurture an attitude
of gratitude and acceptance in all things. This doesn't require hours of Bible study or theological degrees to figure out and
put into practice. It just requires quiet, disciplined, consistent obedience to this gentle, beneficial, divine imperative, which
can have a life transforming effect on us. This Thanksgiving let Pastor Rinkart inspire all of us to gratitude; let’s do the
work of choosing to look for the blessings and gifts of God in all circumstances, determining (in the words of that Sunday School
song) to count our blessings “one by one” … in (not for) all circumstances. Not only is this an act of obedience, it also feels a
lot better than whining … and it certainly feels better to those around us, especially those who have to live with us!

Stephen L. Clark, Pastor

- - - --

~~~ CAUGHT IN THE NET / NOTES RECEIVED ~~~

-- - - -

THE FOLLOWING CALLING TREE E-MAIL NOTICES WERE SENT OUT DURING OCTOBER:
(These are slightly edited for space and some privacy concerns; please use your church directory
or call the church office for addresses should you wish to send cards and notes)
Sent: Tuesday, October 9, 2018 10:30 AM
Dear all,

4.

There will be a funeral service here at the church tomorrow
(Monday) morning at 9:30 a.m. for Mr. Walton A. “Chick”
Leach, Jr. A former member of Calvin Presbyterian in
Cumberland before relocating to Louisiana (as well as
serving in the UK, California and other places), he returned
to Warwick some years ago. Mr Leach has been suffering
from a debilitating Alzheimer’s disease over fourteen years.
You can read the obituary at the following link
http://www.hillfuneralhome.com/obituary/walton-leach-jr

5.

Session elder Jeffrey Plouffe and mother, Millie Plouffe,
have both endured a number of medical challenges in
recent weeks/months which have necessitated missing a
number of church services and events.

6.

Elaine Rothermel continues her lengthy and at-times
grueling medical treatment as detailed in the October
Fishermen's News; keep updated on CaringBridge.org

7.

Sexton John Pickup enters South County Hospital for
orthopedic surgery this week; he is scheduled for hip
replacement surgery this Friday, October 26.

After a (very) long wait to be scheduled, and after thorough
examination and testing, Evelyn Rae is about to undergo a surgical
procedure in Rhode Island Hospital TODAY to correct a heart valve
difficulty. Please remember her and the medical personnel in your
prayers as she undergoes this delicate procedure.
Stephen L. Clark, Pastor
Sent: Friday, October 12, 2018 10:31 AM
Dear all,
Please remember Jim Ruegg as he undergoes delicate cranial
surgery at Rhode Island Hospital today. Respecting his desire for
some privacy, I'm not at liberty to share more details; however, he did
wish me to solicit your prayers. I’ll do my best to keep you posted
when appropriate.
**ALERT**: Just moments before this went to print, at 8:10 pm
Monday 10/29, I saw this sad but sweet tribute posted on
Facebook by Jim Ruegg’s daughters. PLEASE pray all the more
earnestly for Jim and his loved ones, especially wife Cheryl and
stepson Eric McNeely, in this difficult time. “This guy, the first
man we ever loved, the model by which we measured our potential
husbands, our amazing Dad James Ruegg, is very ill. We have kept
quiet on FB for the past couple of weeks to respect Dad's privacy, but
are unfortunately at the point where we are helping him transition
from this life to the next and would like to ask for prayers of peace.
Dad was diagnosed with a glioblastoma multiforme just a few weeks
ago. He underwent brain surgery and has suffered a series of
complications since that time. We have moved him into hospice
today, and because we are experts at pouring on the love, we will
make these final days comforting and affectionate. We thank the
many of you who were already aware of Dad's serious condition for
your offers of support - he is an amazing, faithful man who deserves
every bit of good in this situation. For those who are just now learning
this tough news, we appreciate prayer, love and physical space.”

Thank you for your faithful prayers and concern.
Stephen L. Clark, Pastor
Sent: Saturday, October 27, 2018 2:58 PM
Dear all,
A new concern and some updates on previous concerns:
1.

Dick Collins was found unconscious at 3:00 AM this
morning and rushed to Kent Hospital, where it was
determined he was suffering from a previouslyundiagnosed aortic aneurism. He was then taken to Rhode
Island Hospital for emergency surgery, which took place at
6:00 A.M. I just returned a few moments ago from visiting;
the prognosis is guardedly good and he was even able to
converse a bit. As I understand it, the surgical team was
amazingly able to complete the procedure with minimum
invasiveness via the femoral arteries, which bodes well for
a much speedier recovery. Please remember Dick and his
family in your prayers during this ordeal.

2.

Evelyn Rae was scheduled to be discharged yesterday
and transferred to the care of the Roberts Health Center on
Ten Rod Road in North Kingstown. (update – as of 10/28,
she is still in Rhode Island Hospital)

3.

Andrea Leggett Souza is recovering from her back
surgery but is dealing with a difficult degree of pain; she
had hoped to be discharged tomorrow, but may be held
longer ... she is in the Co-op unit of the Rhode Island
Hospital. (update – according to Patient Information 10/28,
she was discharged).

4.

Sexton John Pickup was expected to be home at noon
today following his successful surgery yesterday at South
County Hospital.

Sent: Sunday, October 21, 2018 7:30 PM
Please be in prayer for a number of our dear members:
1.

Judy Ruscito suffered bereavement in the loss of her dear
brother this past week.

2.

Evelyn Rae underwent successful cardiac surgery at
Rhode Island Hospital October 9, and was recuperating at
the St. Elizabeth Home in East Greenwich, but was taken
back to Rhode Island Hospital early Thursday morning due
to complications. She is expected to complete her stay
there, which will include physical therapy, and not return to
St. Elizabeth’s.

3.

Andrea Leggett Souza shared she will be undergoing
back surgery this coming Friday in Rhode Island Hospital;
she also shared that her mother, Betty Cloxton, has not
been doing well lately. (continued top of next column)

NOTES RECEIVED:
Dear Pastor Clark,
Thank you very much for the wonderful reception and
send-off you (and the Member Care committee) gave me on
my last Sunday at Greenwood. I appreciate all your kind
words and encouragement. Thanks again for making
my last day special, and for all the preparation you (and
others) did in planning it. Hope to keep in touch!

Dear Greenwood Church family,

Sincerely,

In Christian love,

Christian (Black)

Steve and Patti Parkinson

Dear members and friends at Greenwood,

Dear Greenwood Church family --

Thank you so much for your donation to the La Vida
program. I learned so much from working with them this
summer and got to see first hand the incredible work this
organization does. Thank you for supporting me!

We are ever grateful for the kind use of your church
th
kitchen, Fellowship Hall and facilities for our 16 Annual
“Soup’s On” luncheon. The women in P.E.O., Chapter
A Rhode Island, thank you, with best wishes.

Gratefully,

Kitty Channell,
for the Philanthropic Educational Organization

Thank you for all of the cards, prayers and support
received following the passing of Patti’s mother. Your
presence and love was truly noted by all at the calling
hours and funeral service. We are blessed to be part of
this wonderful, loving family.

Megan David

-2-

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Virginia Jacobs, Joann Rudolph, Kristine Swanson, Alexis Cobb
NEWS FROM THE SUNDAY SCHOOL -- We are so grateful for the support for our October
Bake Sales. Thank you to all those who baked and purchased goodies on October 7 and
October 21. The generosity of our congregation resulted in a donation of $332 to Serving
Orphans Worldwide. This organization uses 100% of the money they receive to provide a
better life for orphans around the world. Our Pumpkin Carving gathering October 20 was fun
for all; the yummy soups and sandwiches kept our strength up as we scooped
and carved our pumpkins! Sunday, October 21 was Christian Education
Sunday. Twenty-three Sunday School teachers and youth leaders were
commissioned and recognized by the congregation for their work with our next
generation of believers. These volunteers use their talents to bring glory to
God! As is our tradition at Greenwood, Bibles were presented to the following third grade
students and/or new members of our Sunday School: Nicole David, Eiriana Fairbairn
Summers, Margaret Hebert, Henry Silva, Zachary Young and Gregory Warren!
All Sunday School students will participate in a special Thanksgiving presentation during the 9:00 am worship
service November 18. Please plan to be in attendance as we sing praises and count our many blessings!
Please mark your calendars for our next ALL CHURCH WORSHIP at 10:30
December 2. This is the first Sunday of Advent and the Hanging of the
Greens. There will be Sunday School for all ages at 9:00, and a Potluck
luncheon with the ever popular Advent Wreath Workshop will follow worship.
Supplies and evergreen branches will be provided so that you can make an
Advent Wreath for your home.

Kids of all ages are invited to join us!!
Greenwood’s Annual Christmas Pageant and Dinner

“Grandma’s Christmas Cards”

Sunday, December 9th at 3:00 pm
All church caroling immediately following dinner!!
Sign up in Fellowship Hall. Rehearsals will be November 18, November 25, and at 1:30
December 9, the day of the pageant (this will be a dress rehearsal).
See the sign-up sheet for more information.
NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR OF FAMILY MINISTRIES:
Calling All Youth Grades 2-6 !!
You are invited to King’s Kids!
Sundays, 5:00-7:00
PARENT CAFÉ – We are continuing our “Parent Café“ 9:00 a.m. Sundays in
Fellowship Hall. Parents, grandparents and /or any caregivers are welcome to join us
for coffee and discussion while your children are at Sunday School. Come to share and
discuss what has worked and not worked for you, or you may just come for some
encouraging words and Bible verses to help equip you for the week. The Bible and
materials from FOCUS ON THE FAMILY will continue to be used.
FAMILY FOCUS WEDNESDAYS, 5:30-7:00PM (OR WHENEVER YOU CAN ARRIVE!) -- This is
for busy parents (and anyone who needs a midweek pick-me-up) to come and relax
and hear some inspiring words. Come as you are and bring nothing except your love
for God! We supply a light dinner, then whisk your children off to play and/or do
homework while you do a study on parenting-related or other inspirational topics.
Parents, bring your children to spend a fun Friday night with us from 6:00–9:00 p.m.
NOVEMBER 2. Plan on this the first Friday of each month! We will again enjoy
fellowship, games, movies and fun together! The
program is directed by DFM Virginia Jacobs who will
be assisted by other adults and teens from 29 Eleven
who have completed our Child Protection training.
Drop the kids off and head to a movie, dinner or just a little quiet time knowing
the kids are having a great time and parents can relax before the weekend!
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29ELEVEN YOUTH MINISTRIES
It is amazing what the Lord can do in so short a time. As our youth fellowship
consistently welcomes 15-20 students per week, I keep wondering at how He
has sustained our group, brought in the right volunteers at the right time, and
provided for each student as He has. This month we broke for one week from
our usual series for a night of prayer stations, which each one of the students
took very seriously and engaged with deliberately as they went from station to
station. At each, they were prompted to consider some aspect of their life and their walk with Christ, and many
took the genuine opportunity to seriously reflect.
I’ve watched some of our young people in just a few short years bloom from
seemingly impassive middle school boys and girls to young men and women
grasping concepts of systematic theology with eagerness; some grow from
reticent to uttering a word in public to directly challenging one of my ideas in
Sunday School (which I invite with glee!); I’ve watched some grow from
staring at words on a screen to worshipping God with joy. It truly has been a
gift to watch. As we keep moving forward in our fall season, I count myself
particularly grateful for the adult volunteer team this fall of Matt Majeika, Eric McNeely, Karen Lockhart and
Cynthia Pisano – each has contributed in meaningful ways, from planning events to teaching to leading small
groups to developing prayer stations. What has already happened this year would not have been possible
without them. Please check out our updated bulletin board in Fellowship Hall to see some pictures of this
awesome group from our summer mission trip!
We look forward to an adventure to Salisbury Farm’s corn maze on Sunday October 26 (editor’s
note: as this goes to print, that event is now in the past; pictures are included elsewhere in this issue!), as well as
to our annual Fall Retreat at Camp Aldersgate November 30 - December 2.
As we accommodate an increasingly well-attended youth fellowship, I am beginning to
brainstorm other ideas that previously weren’t plausible or appealing – currently, I am considering
looking to bring in a portable basketball hoop for kids to play on before or after youth group, and
as a way of continuing to bond our growing fellowship. If you have or know someone who has an
unused portable hoop (and a way to transport it!), please let me know!
I continue to be grateful for all my family at Greenwood has done for me and for this group that is
so dear to my heart. Please continue to pray for and to encourage our youth in their walks with Christ – God is
doing a great work in and through them, and I continue to look forward to what is next!
Respectfully submitted,
Stephen Clark, Ministry Intern

WORSHIP COMMITTEE
As the month of November approaches and we begin the holiday
season we should be focusing on giving thanks to the Lord for His
love and the many blessings that have been bestowed upon us.
Please think about taking time to thank the Lord by extending acts
of kindness to those who are less fortunate and/or by serving and
becoming active in worship. There are numerous opportunities
available through our church, where you can take an active role in
various charitable programs and/or Worship.
During November, we will have two services of worship every Sunday. The first service will
be offered at 9 a.m. and our second service will be offered at 10:30 a.m. This is a great
opportunity to volunteer and take part in our worship services with many opportunities
available for Lectors, Greeters and Acolytes. Make it a point to volunteer and take an
active role in worship and/or the many charitable programs in which we are engaged to
help others and serve the Lord. When you volunteer, you will receive the opportunity of
knowing, meeting, greeting and sharing the Love of Christ with our entire worship family
and witness our Greenwood Church families grow and flourish.
As we serve the Lord and thank Him for our many blessings, our Worship Committee will
actively offer the many opportunities to serve on a weekly basis. There is no experience
necessary to volunteer for any of these positions and training is available. If you are interested please call me
(Wayne) at my home number 738-0480 or email me at wmeunier@verizon.net and we can discuss your
interest in serving the Lord through worship or any of our other charitable programs that will help others.
We are truly blessed and thank all our new and regular volunteers for their dedicated and continued support in
serving our Lord. Worship schedules are posted in Fellowship Hall and we encourage all to continue to sign
up to serve the Lord. I thank our Deacons and Elders and ask that they continue to serve the Lord through
serving the sacrament of Communion. Our Worship Committee meets weekly before and after the Sunday
services, so if you have any suggestions and or comments, we would love to hear from you. Please, make
time for your spiritual nourishment by actively serving through worship and or our charitable programs. God
Bless and see you there!
Sincerely in Christ, Submitted by Wayne A. Meunier,
Don Sorgel, Chairman, Stephen Parkinson
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MUSIC PROGRAM
Dear friends,
Everyone who is part of our Greenwood family knows that this is a church brimming
with loving, caring brothers and sisters in Christ who offer a welcoming embrace to all
who come through our doors. I sometimes take for granted how much the love of the
Holy Spirit wraps through each of us in this church; however, every so often I can’t help
but step back, look around at the dear people with whom we are privileged to share life
and ministry, and smile at the warmth and fellowship we enjoy together.
This was certainly the case as we bid farewell to Christian last month, surrounding her with our well-wishes
and continued prayers for her new ministry through a fitting sendoff on her last Sunday with us. It is a
wonderful mission for our congregation to prepare people for ministry of all kinds, and such a blessing for us to
know we have empowered one of our own to aspire to a new calling. It is also a tremendous gift that we are
now privileged to receive another new ministry in our midst, that of our new Music
Associate, Alexandra Nichols, who began working with us the very day after Christian’s
departure. Alexandra is an exceptionally gifted, versatile musician who is not only a
skilled pianist, but also gifted violinist and vocalist, and she also has extensive experience
with sacred choral accompanying. Additionally, those privileged to work with Alexandra
are quickly enthralled by her quickness to smile, always-joyful demeanor and friendly
nature, and I am very grateful to have her as a partner in ministry. It seems Alexandra is
a perfect fit for the caring community that comprises Greenwood Church, and I know we will all be greatly
blessed by her work. She is also looking forward to forming relationships with each of us, so please take a
moment to introduce yourself to her after worship!
Alexandra’s arrival comes at a very exciting time in the church year, as we are in full gear
preparing for the seasons of Advent and Christmastide. Of course, our highly-anticipated
Christmas concert is fast approaching, scheduled for Sunday, December 16 at 5:00
p.m. Nowell will feature all of your Christmas favorites presented by the Greenwood
Concert Choir with professional brass ensemble, organ and percussion. The
combination of a large chorus with this instrumentation is simply breathtaking, and with
the magnificent selection of music we will be performing, you won’t want to miss this
concert! Please save the date and invite a friend or two (and if you are able to contribute
food and/or labor to our reception, would be greatly appreciated!).
Our music ministry is filled with dedicated people who continuously pray our efforts will inspire fuller worship in
this place, and serve as a meaningful vehicle of Christ’s love to our church family. We are very grateful,
always, that the entire congregation joins us in this prayer, opens their hearts to receive the fullness of God’s
presence in our worship, and extends this love and mission to all the activities of this community of faith.
Blessings,
/s/ John
John C. Black, Director of Music and Choirs, Organist
Alexandra K. Nichols, Music Associate
39ER’S COMMITTEE
The 39ers are looking for a few good "young at hearts" to join us for our monthly meetings with the 39ers’
fellowship. In October we had a visit from Henry Brown, Vice President of the Warwick Historical Society. It
was a delightful and historically informative visit from Henry, whose family's roots go back to pre Revolutionary
War days, including ties with the Brown family Rhode Island and Governor Francis; he still resides on the
property known as Governor Francis Farms. We had fun relating to the sixty years of Warwick politics he
reviewed; strange how history and politics seem to change yet remain the same (speaking of politics, don’t
forget to vote)! Oh, (and Jack Benny) are at least 39 years of age (hence the name of our fellowship), come out
and join the 39ers’ for a good time of food and fellowship.
We will meet on the 2nd Wednesday, November 14th, the week before Thanksgiving, at
Chelo's Post Road at 11:30 AM. Lloyd Kaplan, will be giving the program at 1:30 about
Women in Jazz.
Contact me, Joan Eichenfeldt or Linda Gungle for more information. We always welcome
new members, so quit pretending you are too young and join the Greenwooders who are
young at heart and staying active!
Harry Curran, for the 39ers
39ER’S NOVEMBER GATHERING
Wednesday, November 14, at 11:30 a.m.
Chelo’s Restaurant, 2225 Post Road, Warwick
Choose any item off the menu!
Program in Fellowship Hall at 1:30 P.M.
Lloyd Kaplan, program “Women in Jazz”
If you need a ride or reservation, please call Joan Eichenfeldt @ 737-0128.
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FROM THE BOARD OF DEACONS AND 29 ELEVEN YOUTH MINISTRIES:
Due to the overwhelmingly positive response these past five years, the Board of Deacons and
the 29Eleven Youth Ministries are once again asking you to please consider ordering STOP AND
SHOP ® grocery gift cards (order forms have been in the bulletin inserts during October, are available in the
narthex, and will be sent to our congregational email list!). In so doing, you may have the option of making
something of a 105% donation of your cash contribution! STOP AND SHOP ® offers a 5%
return/reimbursement of the total cash value of gift cards as their charitable donation to qualifying
organizations, which we would then in turn apply to the 29Eleven Youth Ministries Summer
Mission Trip Fund. We would like to offer the following THREE OPTIONS for your consideration:
OPTION 1:

DONATION OF ONE OR MORE $10 GIFT CARDS FOR DEACONS’ HOLIDAY FOOD BASKETS.
The Deacons will be preparing Holiday Food Baskets for the needy for
disbursement in November and December. Fifty baskets each were
prepared for Thanksgiving and Christmas distribution in years past; we
hope to at least match that in 2017. A $10 STOP AND SHOP ® grocery gift
card is included in each basket to enable the recipient to buy a turkey or
some other main course. If you would like to purchase one or more $10 gift
card(s) for donation to the Deacons for this purpose, that would be most
welcome AND Stop and Shop would reimburse 5% of the total cash value of
your purchase for the 29Eleven Summer Mission Trip!

OPTION 2:

DONATION OF ONE OR MORE GIFT CARDS OF $10, $50 OR $100 FOR THE DEACONS TO USE FOR
EMERGENCY RELIEF AT THEIR DISCRETION FOR THOSE IN NEED.
The Deacons are often made aware of situations of crisis and/or emergency
need among members of our congregation, people in the community and/or
through the various agencies we support. STOP & SHOP ® grocery gift cards
can be a source of great blessing and help for such people, and are
wonderfully convenient to have on hand if the need is imminent. If you would
like to purchase one or more cards of $10, $50 or $100 value for the Deacons
to distribute at their discretion to those in need, Stop & Shop would again
reimburse an additional 5% of the total cash value of your purchase for the
29Eleven Summer Mission Trip!

OPTION 3:

PURCHASE ONE OR MORE GIFT CARDS OF $10, $50 OR $100 FOR PERSONAL USE.
Although this would not qualify as a charitable donation on your part, you nevertheless could
support 29Eleven Youth Ministries by purchasing STOP AND SHOP ® grocery gift cards for your
own personal use … after all, since we all have to buy groceries and other assorted necessities
for our everyday living, why not allow your grocery purchases to benefit a most worthy cause?
STOP AND SHOP ® will still return a charitable contribution of 5% of the total cash value of your
gift card purchase for the 29Eleven Mission Trip! THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION!
Eric McNeely, Board of Deacons (and a 29Eleven advisor)
Stephen Clark, Ministry Intern (and a former Deacon)

MISSION COMMITTEE
This year we will commemorate Orphan Sunday November 4. There will be a
special Children’s Message at the 10:30 service, as well as a potluck luncheon
after the second service in support of Serving Orphans Worldwide (SOW). A
free-will offering will be collected and there will be a special video presentation.
November 4, 2018
There will also be an informational table in Fellowship Hall about how you can
help orphans locally. Please join us and bring a dish to share, but feel free to
join us if you bring only yourself. On Orphan Sunday, Christians are reminded of God’s call to stand for the
orphan (Isaiah 1:17 – “Learn to do right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed. Take up the cause of the fatherless; plead the case
of the widow.”). We are a people called to defend and care for the child who has no family, and/or to visit and
pray for orphans in their distress. Around the world, too many orphans are hungry, homeless, voiceless,
without hope, and without love. A quote from Christian Alliance for Orphans:
Although family is the ideal solution to the orphan crisis, we understand that it’s not an immediate option for most children
globally. That’s why we believe our place in the ever-evolving landscape of orphan care is to support orphanages and children’s
homes. We do whatever it takes to rescue struggling homes from failure or destitution, because we know that failure isn’t an
option when the lives of children rest in your hands. We come alongside partner homes with training opportunities to raise their
standards of care, because we believe every child has a right to a safe and nurturing childhood. And we provide the means for
our orphanages to pursue self-sustainability, because we want more for them than mere survival.
This Christmas season the Mission Committee has once again partnered with Westbay
Community Action and The Kent Center to provide Christmas gifts to children receiving
services from these agencies. You are invited to select a child’s gift request from the
Christmas “Giving Tree” which will be in Fellowship Hall. Cash donations will also be
gratefully accepted and used to purchase gifts for children and/or grocery and gas cards
for their parents. Watch the bulletin for specific dates when gift requests will be available.
Respectfully submitted,
Samuel Koldyk, Mission Committee Chair
Emmy Kmet, Deb Stacey, Jon Farnsworth, Patti Parkinson, Marilyn Girardin-Jacobs, Amy & Shelley Monahan, Wilma Swanson
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MEMBER CARE COMMITTEE
In November, we celebrate Thanksgiving and thank the Lord for all the gifts, both material
and spiritual, that we have received. It is appropriate that here at Greenwood we also
observe Stewardship Sunday in November, when we consider how we can contribute our
time, our talent, and our treasure to share our gifts with others. As Pastor Clark reminded
us in recent sermons, followers of Jesus strive to follow His example by serving others
however and whenever they can. Right here at Greenwood, there is much that can be
done, and many helpers are needed. The Member Care Committee is always looking for
volunteers! If you would like to join our Committee and come to our monthly meetings, that
would be wonderful, but if you can’t manage that commitment right now, there are many
ways you can help. Just let a member of the Committee know. Give someone a call or speak to us at Coffee
Hour. For some of these “jobs” you don’t even need to leave your own home. Here are a few ideas:
•

Send notes or cards to folks who can’t get to church very often or who are temporarily housebound.

•

Offer a ride to someone who otherwise can’t get to church, circle, 39ers, or the Christmas Concert.

•

Visit some of the people who are stuck at home, or volunteer to take someone out for coffee or lunch.
We have Martha Funds available to assist with the cost. Just let us know what you want to do

•

The Christmas Concert this year is on December 16, and we will need lots of help to offer a gracious
reception to our guests. Watch for a chance to sign up to bring food and help with set up and serving!

•

PW will be holding its biennial Christmas Bazaar on Saturday, December 1. If you can help in any way,
such as providing baked goods, silent auction items, or attic treasures, volunteering to help on the day
of the bazaar, or just coming and inviting your colleagues, friends, and neighbors, your contributions will
be much appreciated.

•

Help out our Worship Committee and contribute to worship by signing to serve as a Greeter or Lector.

•

If you have musical talent, share it by volunteering for our music program. There may also be
opportunities to contribute to the music program by helping to provide childcare during rehearsals See
John Black to volunteer.

November also marks the official anniversary of Greenwood’s founding, and we recall the
men and women who established Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian, 74 years
ago and all those who have worshiped, studied, and shared in fellowship and service in the
years since. We strive to follow their example as we work together to share the gospel
message and reach out to our Greenwood brothers and sisters. They worked hard to build
the church we have today (remember, the church is the people, not the building), but they
also built the building, both with their generous financial gifts and with many hours spent
constructing and painting walls and ceilings, laying tiles, and countless other jobs. Many of these jobs have
been repeated multiple times by successive generations to keep our facilities in excellent condition. Thanks to
all who continued this tradition by contributing their time and talents to help at the Work Day on October 6!
We are delighted to welcome our new members: Barbara Miller, Louis Messier, JoAn Schultz, Kevin
Golde, Carol Silva, Dina Young, Robert Whitney, Jay and Patti Swiatek. They are already contributing to
our church family by joining the choir or Presbyterian Women and helping out at coffee hour and potlucks.
Greet them and introduce yourself when you see them at coffee hour!
Elaine Magyar, for the Member Care Committee
Harry Curran, Sheila Curran, Sue Desmond, Joan Eichenfeldt, Linda Martin, Joan-Sandra McKnight, Jeff
Plouffe, Bonnie Readett, Doris Safford, Cathy Schobel, and Betty Stacey.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS (Clockwise from top)
Patti Swiatek, Jay Swiatek, Kevin Golde,
Barbara Miller, Louis Messier, Carol Silva, Dina
Young (and son Zachary), and Robert Whitney.
(Also pictured is Wayne Meunier, not a new a
member, but apparently recruiting new greeters
and/or lectors.) Unfortunately, our photographer
missed getting a photo of Joan Schultz.
And to fill up the rest of the space, here’s
a picture of a mother-daughter team (Cynthia and
Gabi Pisano) at the Pumpkin Carving and Potluck!
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STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
The Stewardship Committee is conducting the annual stewardship campaign
“Graced by the Fruits of Our Labor” here at Greenwood. In November of
each year, the members of the congregation pledge their talent and treasure to
maintain and support the ministry work of our church. Our mission statement
urges us to spread the message of our Lord to our community. It reads in part;
“We seek to bring men and women, boys and girls of all nationalities into a vital
relationship with the Son of God…the family of God…and the Word of God.” In
order to accomplish that mission, your Session creates a budget based on the
projected giving of the members of the congregation. To do that with any degree
of accuracy, the Commitment Cards mailed to your home (and available in the narthex)
need to be returned Commitment Sunday November 11th (or to the Church office).
November 11th is also Veterans Day; the day we set aside to remember the men and
women who have served our country in the armed services. Historically, this is significant for
Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian. The generation of veterans returning from
World War II and their families added to the post war building boom that greatly increased
the population of the Greenwood area and contributed to the growth of this church, a church
that originally arose in response to wartime gasoline rationing during the war (an excerpt from
our history page on www.gccp.org --. “In 1942, women of the Greenwood area of Warwick organized an
ecumenical, interdenominational Sunday School for area children whose families found it difficult to attend worship at their various
churches due to the gasoline rationing. Worship services began later in that year and a desire for a formal church organization was
very evident. On January 9, 1944, The Greenwood Christian Association was born. Members of the new church voted to affiliate with
the Presbyterian Church, and in November 1944, the Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian, was born with a charter
membership of fifty-three people. The post-war building boom brought many young families to
the area, and many of them joined the new church. It prospered and grew in both numbers and
physical facilities.”) They first built a basement church and then added the
present church building and east wing. Later, as the church continued to
grow, a west wing was added.
The church edifice has been renovated and many enhancements have been
added over the years; all that we may better serve our community and bring
“the Son of God, the family of God and the Word of God” to a greater number
of people. This maintenance and renovation work continues. Most recently
we replaced the roofs on each wing and renovated the hallway bathrooms
(with the assistance of the Presbyterian Women). We hope this helps inspire
you to see that our reach is forever growing and our church is being utilized
by many groups and for an array of functions. Our church staff has grown in
recent years to better serve this greater need. Our greatly enhanced music
program gives greater glory to God during our worship service and with two
very well attended special concerts each year. A greater number are
enthusiastically involved in music here at Greenwood than ever before.
The expanded programs, staff, and service leads to increasing expense; all of which has been generously
supported by you, the congregation. Thank you for your continuing support and belief in the mission of
Greenwood. Remember to return your pledge card on November 11th, Commitment Sunday! Thank you.
Respectfully submitted,
Dennis Charpentier, Stewardship Committee Chair
The Stewardship Committee would like to remind all of THREE SPECIAL FUNDS established by designated donations/allocations to which
you may contribute, and at this time, especially this first fund: (1) #2108 Music Staff Education Fund to assist with the educational
expenses of our Director of Music as he attains his Masters; just over $2,000 has been received toward our goal of $3,000 to date.
The other Special Funds are (2) #2040 Christian Education Training and Scholarship Fund, which has been used for matching grants &
volunteer training, and (3) #2041 Volunteer Staff Ministry Education Fund, which helped Eric McNeely attain his associate’s degree!

Matthew Parkinson 11/03
Richard Collins 11/06
Christian Black 11/07
Stephanie Nelson 11/07
Sean Quigley 11/08
Brennan Mattis 11/09
Judy Barry 11/11
Corey Carpenter 11/11
Lynn Perfetto 11/11
Ashley Schwegler 11/14

Doreen Harrop 11/15
William Taylor 11/17
Madison Nolan 11/18
Elizabeth Mason 11/18
Chris Sullivan 11/18
Logan Carson 11/19
Lynda Baker 11/20
Amy Monahan 11/20
Caitlin Donnelly 11/21
Edward Dailey 11/22
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Linda Cornwall 11/23
Trey Budlong-Springer 11/23
Bill Stock 11/26
Kathleen Morin 11/28
Linda Overton 11/28
Cameron Lindia 11/29
Henry Ruppenthall III 11/29
Arden Kramer 11/30
Ralph Matteson 11/30
Lolly Morse 11/30

NEWS FROM PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
THANKFUL. November is traditionally a time where we reflect on the things for which we are
grateful. We Presbyterian Women are most thankful for the support we receive from our
church family. We appreciate the school kit items that were donated and helped us surpass
our goal so quickly this year. We appreciate the donations for the Blanket Sunday drive
which will help so many people in need. We are truly thankful.
Our October Gathering was wonderful and we encourage you, if the
opportunity arises, to hear Jorge Gardos, a Holocaust survivor with a
positive and engaging personality, wonderful ideas and a fabulous
musician. Everyone at the Gathering truly enjoyed his visit. All women
of Greenwood Church are invited to the Presbyterian Women’s Annual Christmas
Gathering Tuesday, December 4, 5:00 PM in Fellowship Hall. Tickets ($12.00) will be
available at the November Circle meetings, in Fellowship Hall between worship services in
November and in the church office. The dinner will be catered by Blue Moon Catering;
entrée choices are Roast Pork (gluten free) and Stuffed Chicken Breast. Deadline to purchase tickets is November 25.
The program for the evening is the return of Voices of Christmas (VoX), a delightful group
of a capella singers who sing Christmas Carols while dressed in Victorian inspired finery.
Please remember to bring paper goods and non-perishable food items for our local
community agencies and unwrapped gifts for children (infant through teenager) for JONAH
and Norwood Boys and Girls Club.
Presbyterian Women members are finishing up their preparations for our biannual Christmas Bazaar which this
year will take place on Saturday, December 1, from 9 am until 3 pm. When you come, we will be ready for you
with all kinds of items for those on your Christmas giving list as well as for yourself. We have organized our
bazaar into the following booths:
BAKED GOODS AND CANDY SHOPPE -- all homemade baked goods and candies.
SILENT AUCTION -- included are many articles of jewelry, sporting event tickets, gift cards, and art work waiting for bids.
PERFECTLY PACKAGED -- gift baskets and other filled containers.
COUNTRY STORE -- many "gifty" items including handcrafted jewelry and sewed, knitted, and crocheted items.
CHRISTMAS SHOPPE -- dozens of handcrafted ornaments, centerpieces, and live greens decorations.
ATTIC TREASURES -- hundreds of bargains from furniture to kitchen utensils.
SNOWFLAKE CAFÉ -- breakfast of coffee and ____, then lunch of homemade soup, sandwiches, and desserts.
Come shop, visit with friends, and enjoy some coffee and lunch; you'll have a fun-filled time! A flier is posted
on the front of this Fishermen’s News; feel free to post in your workplace or give it to a friend. Extra fliers will
be in the narthex for you to take and help us spread the word about our bazaar. The funds we raise from this
bazaar (along with our May Breakfast) enable the Presbyterian Women to support mission and humanitarian
projects in Warwick, all of Rhode Island, our country, and even worldwide. We are very thankful for your help.
As always, we invite all women of the church to join us. We also thank all of you for your faithful support!
“A circle of strength, founded on faith”
Artena Fairbairn for Presbyterian Women

‘ROUND IN CIRCLES FOR NOVEMBER
Circle I will meet Tuesday, November 6 (note the change of date from Nov. 27!) at 1:00 p.m. in the church
parlor. Sue Tabor will share about her African adventures, and we will be discussing lesson 3 of our
yearlong study, “God’s Promise: I am with You”
Circle II will meet Tuesday, November 13 in the church parlor at 12:00 noon.
Circle III will meet Tuesday, November 13 6:15 – 7:15 p.m. at the Fairbairn home for light refreshments
and work on the Christmas Bazaar project.
Circle IV will meet Tuesday, November 13, in the parlor 7:00 p.m. to work on Christmas projects.
Circle V will meet Tuesday, November 13, at noon. A short meeting will take place followed by visits to
our shut-ins and persons of concern.
Circle VII will meet Tuesday, November 13, at 6:00 p.m. or earlier in the Kindergarten classroom to
make seasonal crafts for our Christmas bazaar.
Circle VIII (Picasso Quilters) will meet Tuesday, November 20, in Fellowship Hall.
If you have any Circle questions, please call Jena Fairbairn at 738-5736 or Angie D’Albora 884-8631
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Alexandra signing contract as our new Music Associate!
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