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 lot like Christmas” around here!    

  
 

 

Dear Members and Friends,  

As I write this on Monday evening, Thanksgiving is over … a special holiday sadly 
tempered this year with loss the day before, with the passing of Mrs. Betty Cloxton 
Wednesday morning (who has been a Greenwood member since 1954) and the tragic fire that 
evening which destroyed the church building of our sister Presbyterian congregation in 
Warwick, the Woodbury Union Church (see communications on page 9).  On Thanksgiving Day 
the Deacons and their helpers (again!) delivered fifty holiday food baskets as well as 
prepared and delivered several delicious home-cooked hot turkey meals to many needy 
folks in our community.  Our celebration of the first Sunday of Advent with the Hanging of 
the Greens is just a week away, I am being wonderfully serenaded by the Greenwood 
Concert Choir rehearsing for their grand Christmas concert just outside my office door, 
and all in all, “it’s beginning to look (and sound!) a

I hope to see you at any (or all!) of the numerous events and services of this joyous season!  Details are 
included in the pages of this newsletter; I’d like to highlight a few: The Presbyterian Women’s always popular 
bi-annual Country Christmas Bazaar 9:00 A.M. – 3:00 PM December 1 and annual Christmas Dinner 6:00 
PM December 4 (preceded by “post-bazaar” shopping” @ 5:00 PM  and followed by what promises to be an excellent program by 
“The Voices of Christmas”), the Hanging of the Greens at our ONE service of worship December 2 (10:30 a.m.; all 
Sunday School classes will be held at the usual time) which will be followed by a Potluck Luncheon and Advent 
Wreath workshop, the Christmas Giving Tree of the Mission Committee (presents are due December 9!) and later 
that day the Sunday School Christmas Pageant at 3:00 p.m. followed by a (catered!) pasta supper AND 
Christmas caroling in the community (all are invited; we’re renting a bus again!).  The following Sunday December 
16 at 5:00 p.m. we’ll have the Greenwood Concert Choir’s aforementioned and much-anticipated “Nowell!” 
Christmas Concert; the following week will be the Sunday School’s annual Christmas Tableau at the 9:00 
Service of Worship December 23 and, of course, we’ll have our Christmas Eve Services of Worship 6:00 
and 10:00 P.M. with the addition of wonderful instrumental accompaniment (see page 4). 

I know I’ve written this in previous December/January issues of Fishermen’s News in the twenty-two years I 
now have been privileged to be your pastor, but I’ll write it again … the Advent/Christmas season is always a 
wonderfully active, worshipful and even enchanting time in the Greenwood Community Church family, and I 
have every confidence this year will be no exception!  Blessings to you and yours for a happy, holy and 
celebratory Christmas, and a healthy, joyous and prosperous New Year in 2019. 

Stephen L. Clark, Pastor 





CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
  

NEWS FROM THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
  

As Andy Williams crooned in the early sixties, "It's the Most Wonderful Time of 
the Year!"  And for Christians around the world it is the most wonderful time of 
the year, as people's minds and hearts are turning to the gift of the Messiah.  His 
birth is the centerpiece of this season and a cause for great rejoicing!  Please 
come each week and bring a friend and be a part of the many celebrations during 
this Advent and Christmas season.  Mrs. D'Albora will lead us for a special 
worship time each Sunday morning throughout Advent to help prepare our hearts 
for celebration of our Savior's birth.  The Sunday School has their very own 

 

Advent wreath and we will be lighting the candles and singing Christmas carols. 

CHOOL MITTEN TREE: Please help decorate our Mitten Tree which us up in 
Hall!  Donations of mittens, hats gloves and scarves for the needy are appreciated 

ugh the month of December. 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE FOLLOWING ADVENT SEASON ACTIVITIES:

 
SUNDAY S
Fellowship 
and will be collected thro

 
December 2:  First Sunday of Advent, 9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages. (NO 9:00 Worship Service!)  

     Join us for the Hanging of the Greens during the one Service of Worship 10:30;  
     Sunday School students will help decorate our sanctuary with wreaths and Nativity figures. 

       Pot Luck Luncheon and Advent Wreath Workshop will follow the worship service.  Please 
       bring a dish to share.  All materials and instructions will be provided so that each family can  

make an Advent wreath for their homes.  

December 7:  Parents’ Night Out – for children of all ages.  Come at 6:00 p.m. and watch the Polar 
    Express on the big screen while your parents enjoy a night out.  Wear your PJs! 

December 9:  Christmas Pageant 3:00 p.m., followed by a catered pasta dinner from Rigatoni’s 
Restaurant and Christmas caroling to our shut-ins. 

December 16:  Greenwood Concert Choir Presentation of “NOWELL” @ 5:00 p.m.   
  (No Kings’ Kids or 29Eleven) 

December 23:  The Sunday School will be presenting a Christmas Tableau at the 9:00 service of worship.  
                   All children are welcome to participate!  . 

December 24:  On Christmas Eve Monday, we will have two services of worship at 6:00 and 10:00 PM, 
   both ending with the candlelight singing of “Silent Night.”  While all are welcome at either 
   service, the 6:00 hour is especially geared to accommodate families with children and  
   includes a very special Time With the Children.    

December 31:   One Sunday worship service 9:30 a.m.  No Sunday School, King’s Kids or 29Eleven. 
 

 
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT REHEARSAL TIMES 

 
DECEMBER 2 -- FOLLOWING THE POT LUCK LUNCHEON AND ADVENT WREATH WORKSHOP 

DECEMBER 9 -- CHRISTMAS PAGEANT DAY!  PLEASE ARRIVE AT 1:00 P.M. FOR DRESS REHEARSAL.  
THE PAGEANT BEGINS AT 3:00 P.M.   

  
 

 
Calling All Youth Grades 2-6 !! 

Sundays, 5:00-7:00
 

Children in grades 2-6 are invited to join us and bring a friend. We will be singing with the adult 
time in December.  We have lots going on in December; make sure to read the Sunday School handouts so 
you don’t miss out on the fun! 
 

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT DECEMBER 7!  
Parents, bring your children to spend a fun Friday night with us from 6:00–9:00 p.m.  As 
mentioned above, we will enjoy our annual tradition of watching the Polar Express on 
the big screen!  The program is directed by DFM Virginia Jacobs, assisted by other 
adults and teens from 29 Eleven who have completed our Child Protection training. Drop 
the kids off and head to a movie, dinner or just a little quiet time knowing the kids are 
having a great time and parents can relax before the weekend! 
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You are invited to King’s Kids! 

  

choir some 



29ELEVEN YOUTH MINISTRIES 
 

The “normal” season of youth group is just about done, prior to the busy time of 
Christmas. Now we’re in full swing of the fun fall season with 29Eleven, right 
between our corn maze adventure last month to Salisbury 
Farms and before our fall retreat to Camp Aldersgate – which 
may be a bit more of a winter retreat, since we stretch into 
December that weekend! We’re looking forward to finishing the 

first half of the school year with a memorable fall retreat before celebrating the Christmas 

Each week this fall we have been welcoming 15-20 students from 7th to 12th grade 
for a time ranging from yelling and laughing at intense jigsaw-puzzle competitions, 
patiently learning through biblical teaching, and engaging in purposeful small 
group discussions.  I continue to be grateful for volunteer leaders who have made 
this rich time possible by freely giving of their time, energy, and creativity.  
Through times of reflection, our youth have been sharing how they’ve been 
learning this semester what it means to be a follower of Jesus in a culture that 
discourages following Jesus, and have been growing in 
their understanding of the basic truths of the gospel.  I have 

been really grateful to see such a crucial foundation laid over the past few months, and 
to watch our youth start grasping the basic truths that so often we can forget: that Christ 
alone is the reason God sees us as righteous, and we can’t earn a better standing with 
God, no matter how much good we do.  Sunday School, too, has been an exciting time, 
to see some of our senior high students grapple with difficult questions and make 
insightful comments as we study through the Apostles’ Creed together.  

As we prepare to head into the New Year, I would appreciate your prayers for our youth to continue growing in 
their understanding of God’s Word, and what it means to follow Him, as well as for the fundraising process as 
we begin preparing for a summer mission trip that may feature quite a few students!  I’m again grateful for your 
friendship, support, and family, and I look forward to celebrating the Christmas season together with you all. 

Stephen Clark, Ministry Intern 
 
 

MUSIC PROGRAM

season with our Greenwood family. 

 
Dear friends, 

Greenwood is a church that remains wonderfully full of activity year round.  Our congregation takes full 
advantage of the opportunities for ministry gracing this church, and as a result, we are delightfully busy.  This 
becomes especially exciting as Advent and Christmas roll around each year, and all of our programs and 
activities are in full swing. 

xcited for you all to hear our Christmas Concert on Sunday, 
.  Our concert series is now in its fourth year, and I have 

ch program with you; however, this year is perhaps the most 
offered yet.  The concert, entitled “Nowell,” comprises some of 

 arrangements of our favorite Christmas carols I’ve ever heard, along with 
ng, powerfully composed choral works foretelling the coming of the Savior.  

In addition to our excellent Greenwood Concert Choir, many of the pieces on this 
year’s program will be accompanied by professional brass ensemble (along with our own Austin Pickup!), 
adding a truly breathtaking element to the music sung.  If you have never experienced choral music 
accompanied by brass ensemble, organ and percussion, you are in for a real treat; I do hope you will join us, 
and bring a friend or two!  Of course, we will also hear from our talented soloists, Youth Choir, and bell ringers, 

making this a truly unforgettable event.  I am also eager for you to experience our Christmas 
Eve services of worship this year. We will again welcome a guest harpist, Molly 
McCaffrey, a Boston Conservatory graduate who plays with
to both our 6:00 and 10:00 services of worship.  At 6:00, our 
Youth Choir and Handbell Choir will offer special anthems. 
At 10:00, our full Chancel Choir will sing a moving 
arrangement of “Away in a Manger,” accompanied by 
professional string quartet (plus Faith Ruhren on cello!) 
and our guest harpist. The string quartet will also accompany 

the congregational carols, playing beautiful arrangements that also include 
soaring soprano descants from our Chancel Choir. 
My excitement to share this music with you comes with great gratitude to God for blessing us so richly with a 
church family that is active in expanding and exploring the gifts with which we’ve been blessed, and dedicating 
all we do to the service of God’s Kingdom.  I pray this Advent and Christmas season would renew this age-old 
story to more full meaning for each of us, reminding us of Christ’s love for us each day of our lives. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
/s/ John 

John C. Black, Director of Music and Choirs, Organist;  
Alexandra K. Nichols, Music Associate 

In particular, I am very e
December 16 at 5:00 p.m
been eager to share ea
exciting program we’ve 
the grandest
deeply movi

 the New England Philharmonic, 
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WORSHIP COMMITTEE 

As we are about to enter the most joyous season of the year we find our efforts addressing 
those in need, showing our love to our family, friends, neighbors, and our sick and shut-ins.  
We also take this time to celebrate our greatest gift of all, the birth of our Lord and Savior 
who died for our sins so we could have eternal life with Him.  What a wonderful time to 
serve and thank the Lord through worship, loving thy neighbor and acts of kindness 
towards others. 

With the New Year approaching we can celebrate a new beginning and reaffirm our faith, 
deepening our commitment to Christ through our actions and words.  During the month of 
January we invite all to take part in our Resolution Program by making a promise or 
commitment and writing on one of our gold stars and dropping in our resolution box in 
Fellowship Hall.  The stars will be posted each week with our promises, prayers and or 
commitments.  Please, do not sign these stars so they will remain anonymous and provide our 
congregation with inspiration and food for thought. 

year we find excellent opportunities to serve the Lord through assisting in 
worship by volunteering to serve as a Lector, Greeter or an Acolyte.  When you volunteer, you will 
receive the opportunity of knowing, meeting, greeting and sharing the love of Christ with our 

ip family and witness our Greenwood Church families flourish and grow.  There is no 
experience necessary to serve the Lord through assisting in worship.  Training is available for all 

erested in serving.  Please call me at my home 401-738-0480 or email me at 
verizon.net so we can discuss your interest in serving the Lord through assisting in 
any of our other charitable programs.  We are truly blessed and thank all of our new 

and regular volunteers for their dedicated and continued support in serving our Lord.  Worship 
re posted in Fellowship Hall and we encourage all to continue to sign up to serve.  I 
r Deacons and Elders for serving Communion, and I continue to ask for their 

continued support in serving the sacrament to honor our Heavenly Father and the gifts He has           

          Wayne A. Meunier, for the Worship Committee,  

(Don Sorgel, Chair; Wayne A. Meunier, Steve Parkinson) 
 
 
 

MISSION COMMITTEE

During this time of 

entire worsh

who are int
fopawam@
worship or 

schedules a
thank all ou

bestowed upon us. 
                    

 
 

Psalm 107:1  "O give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; His loving kindness is everlasting!" 

It’s amazing how quickly we go from Thanksgiving right into the Christmas season. 
Remember the joy you received at Christmas when you opened that unexpected 
present and it meant so much to you.   You probably still remember those special gifts 
all these years later.  Think of the face of a child that could have the same special 
memories you still have by helping with the Giving Tree this year! 

There is still time to select a child’s gift request from the Giving Tree located in 
Fellowship Hall.  Each gift should be purchased new and cost approximately $25-
$30.  Cash donations will also be gratefully accepted; money donated will be used to 
purchase gifts for children and/or grocery and gas cards for each family.  All gifts 
need to be returned by Sunday, December 9.  It would be immensely helpful if you 
would gift wrap the gifts for us.  Wrapping the gift ensures we can get the presents 
out in a timely fashion to the families you will be helping.  This is a great opportunity 
to make a less fortunate child’s Christmas so much brighter!  Thank you for your 
continuing support of this ministry.   

The Mission Committee is pleased to announce we have two members from 
Greenwood Community Church going to the Urbana mission conference at the end of 
the year: Julia D’Antico and Amanda David.  Thanks to your support of the Mission 
Committee we are able to assist in investing in their possible future service to the Lord.  
Look for a trip update in future issues of the Fishermen’s News.   
As we move from Thanksgiving to Christmas, I would like to take the time to be thankful 
for the faithful service of our Missions Committee team: Deb Stacy, Emmy Kmet, 
Jonathan Farnsworth, Amy Monahan and Wilma Swanson.  We all wish everyone a 
very Merry Christmas season! 

Respectfully submitted 

Samuel Koldyk  

Mission Committee Chair 
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MEMBER CARE COMMITTEE 

In 2019 we will celebrate the 75th anniversary of the November 12, 1944 
founding of Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian.  During the year 
we will have many special activities marking this significant anniversary, and we 
hope that everyone will be able to participate in celebrating this milestone. Mark 
your calendars now and save Sunday, 
afternoon November 19, 2019, for a special 
anniversary celebration at the Quidnessett 
Country Club in North Kingstown.  We will have 
many more details when the event gets closer, 

but those who attended our 70th anniversary celebration will tell you that you 
should make every effort to come and bring the whole family.   

Throughout the year, we will try to share some bits of Greenwood Church history, to trigger memories for a few 
and inform the rest of our church family. I think you will find that as many things change, the qualities that make 
Greenwood a special church have endured through the years. 

November has often been a memorable month at Greenwood.  For example, on Sunday, November 13, 1949, 
the congregation celebrated the fifth anniversary of the organization of the church by laying the cornerstone for 
their new building.  The speaker for the occasion was the Rev. William Barrow Pugh, Stated Clerk of the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A.  Then, on Sunday, November 20, 32 members conducted the 
fifth annual Every Member Canvass, visiting 190 member and non-member families.  The congregation was 
reminded that "Our needs at home and abroad can be met only by systematic, sustained Christian Giving."   

On Thanksgiving Day, 1949, the congregation gathered in the new church building (the basement of our current 
church, minus the two wings) for the first time.  Seated on sawhorses and other makeshift seats, they gave thanks 
for their many blessings.  Here is a description of the new church: 

“Entrance from the front will be into what will ultimately be the narthex of the church when the upper floor is completed. 
Temporarily this vestibule and a classroom on either side of the upper floor level will be used by the Nursery and 
Beginners Departments.” 
“At the front, on either side, will be stairways to the lower floor, where a vestibule will give access to another classroom on 
one side and rest rooms on the other side (they are still there). The main assembly room will be slightly wider and longer 
than the corresponding room in Legion Hall. Directly behind the platform will be the kitchen. “ 
“To the east of the kitchen will be another classroom, connected to the kitchen by double doors so that it may be used in 
conjunction with the kitchen when meals are served.” 
“On the west side will be the boiler room and space intended eventually for organ blower equipment (technology changed 
this plan). It is hoped that this space may be used for classroom purposes pending completion of the entire building.” 

Amazingly, on Thursday, December 1, 1949, the Women's Guild held its fifth annual 
Christmas sale, the first in the new building.  It featured the following tables: Aprons, 
Kitchen, Food, Fancy Goods, Ceramics, Handkerchiefs, Dolls, Christmas Greens, 
Grabs, Infants' Wear, Knitted Sox and Mittens, White Elephant, Christmas Cards and 
Wraps, and Snack Bar.  Regular worship services and Church School classes were first 
held in the new church building on Christmas Sunday, 1949.  Activities such as Boy 
Scouts also moved to the new building at this time.  At this time, however, much interior 
work remained, including "some carpentry and a large amount of painting".  The men of 
the church were asked to "hold themselves in readiness for this work after the holidays."    

As we worship, study, and enjoy good fellowship at Greenwood, let’s remember those who laid the groundwork 
and endeavor to follow in their footsteps, holding ourselves “in readiness” for whatever work the Lord has in mind 
for us in 2019 and beyond! 

Elaine Magyar, for the Member Care Committee 

Harry Curran, Sheila Curran, Sue Desmond, Linda Martin, Joan-Sandra McKnight, Jeff Plouffe, Bonnie Readett, 
, Cathy Schobel, and 

Sunday, 
November 19, 2019 

Doris Safford Betty Stacey 

Welcome to two more 
of our newest 

members, Mr. and 
Mrs. William (Dottie) 
Riessen, who had to 

miss the “photo lineup”
of new members in the
last Fishermen’s News.
Also, another hearty 
welcome to our new 
Music Associate 

Alexandra Nichols, 
who has served 

admirably with us for 
well over a month, now! 
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STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

“Making Your Gift Last” 
The Present and the Future. 

THE PRESENT 
Thank you for the wonderful support, through your pledges, that you have given to fund the 
mission of Greenwood.  Your Session is ambitious in the pursuit of our ministry and the 
care of our congregation.  The support you lend, and the generosity you show each year, 
gives us, your chosen stewards, the means to deliver on the promise and fulfill the mission 
given to all of us by God.  (On a related note, the 2019 Per Capita recommended donation in the 
Presbytery of Southern New England is $50.05 per individual church member, of which $8.95 is designated 
for the General Assembly of the PC(USA), $4.10 for the Synod of the Northeast, and $37.00 for the Presbytery.  

You will find an envelope for this purpose among your 2019 offering envelopes. ) 
We will, as always, be true to your trust and stretch each dollar to support our church. 
The Session has adopted a budget with your pledges that support the ministry work 
coordinated/overseen by the various committees: Member Care, Building and Grounds, 
Mission, Christian Education, Mission, Stewardship and Worship, along with 
Personnel/Staff salaries.  The monetary support is necessary, but the people who staff 
those committees are true heroes who do much of the work that blesses our 
congregation and community.  Consider this an invitation to take a hands-on role in that 
work and join a Session committee.  If interested, you may contact the committee chairs 
personally or through the church office. 

THE FUTURE 
 the immediate work, the operating budget, of our church.  The 

ows and supports the strength of the future of our 
recent years, up to $45,000 has been annually contributed to the expenses 

fund without depleting its value.  The wise investment of your 
 Committee has helped make this possible.  Only a portion of 
withdrawn to support the expenses of the operating budget. 

Would you like your annual pledge to continue in perpetuity in support of the work of 
Greenwood?  Then, contributing to the Memorial and Endowment Fund is the answer.  As 
an example:  If you were to contribute as little as $5.00 per week ($250 per year) for twenty 
years for a total of $5,000; at the present rate of return, that would contribute $500 per year 
to the operating budget … year after year after year after year for the life of the church (again, 
at the present rate of market return)!  In like manner, a contribution of $10.00 per week ($500 per 
year) for twenty years ($10,000) would contribute $1000 annually to the operating budget 
year after year after year.  These contributions are tax deductible and may be advantageous 
for those who face required minimum distributions from their retirement accounts. 

If you wish to make a gift to the Memorial and Endowment Fund, use any envelope and either put it in the 
weekly offering or send it to the church office clearly marked as a contribution to the “Memorial and 
Endowment Fund” and support your church’s ministry well into the future.  Any contribution to this fund will be 
added to the principal of the fund, and only the market gain may be used to support expenses (without express 
permission of a 2/3 majority from a duly called congregational meeting).  This is the kind of gift that truly keeps on giving! 

Dennis Charpentier, Chair 
for the Stewardship Committee 

 

Annual pledges support
Memorial and Endowment Fund sh
ministry.  In 
of our church from this 
Stewardship/Investment
the market gain value is 

39ers’ DECEMBER GATHERING 
 

Wednesday, December 19, at 11:30 a.m. 
 

Chelo’s Restaurant, 2225 Post Road, Warwick 
Choose any item from the menu! 

 
Program in Fellowship Hall at 1:30 p.m. 

 
Come for a Yankee Swap and sing carols!  

Please bring a $10.00 wrapped gift!  
 
 

39ers’ JANUARY GATHERING 
 

Wednesday, January 16, at 11:30 a.m. 
 

Chelo’s Restaurant, 2225 Post Road, Warwick 
Choose any item off the menu! 

 
Program in Fellowship Hall at 1:30 PM 

 
If you need a ride or reservation, please call Joan Eichenfeldt @ 737-0128 
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                                                                PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
 
Yuletide, the time leading up to Christmas, is a glorious time indeed as we 
prepare for the birth of the Christ child.  As you light Advent candles, sing 
Christmas carols, deck your homes, and visit with family and friends we also 
invite you to visit our Bi-Annual Bazaar Saturday December 1st.  What a great 
way to begin December!  We would also be happy to have you join any of the 
Presbyterian Women Circles for their holiday meetings. 

Likewise we hope you were able to purchase a ticket for our annual 
Christmas Gathering Tuesday, December 4th.  The evening will begin 
with appetizers and punch, then dinner will be served (by some of our 
jovial church gentlemen) at 6:00 p.m.  Following the meal we will then 
go to the sanctuary for our evening entertainment by the Voices of 
Christmas.  Also, please do remember to bring paper goods and non-
perishable food items for our local community agencies along with 
unwrapped gifts for children (infant through teenager). 

Many thanks to all who have supported our many Mission projects thus far this year and the Circles who have 
done other special giving projects that also helped others in need. We are indeed blessed to have such a 
supportive congregation and Circle of Friends. 

This Yuletide I look forward to seeing you at the Christmas Bazaar, Dinner and Program, as well as at the 
church’s various programs and worship services.  May the blessings of Christmas and a Happy and Healthy 
New Year be yours! 

“A circle of strength, founded on faith” 

Artena Fairbairn, for Presbyterian Women 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

‘ROUND IN CIRCLES FOR DECEMBER AND JANUARY 
 
Circle I will meet January 22 1:00 p.m. to continue 
Horizons’ Bible Study – “God’s Promise: I Am With 
You”.  
 
Circle II will enjoy a luncheon Tuesday, December 
12, and on January 10 will meet in the church 
parlor for lunch and special speaker. 
 
Circle III will not meet in December, and will meet 

. 

Circle IV will be going out to dinner at the Olive 
Garden on December 11. 
 
Circle V will meet January 8, 12 noon in the old 5/6 
room for meeting and devotions.  Bring a bag lunch 
and then break into small groups to visit shut-ins. 
 
Circle VII will not meet in December, but will go out 
to dinner January 10. 

 (Picasso Qui
January 8 at 6:15 p.m. at the Fairb
home for a potluck and recipe swap

 
If you have 

airn Summers  
Circle VIII
18 at 1:00 pm
.

any questions about Circles, please call me at 4

Jena Fairbairn Summers, Circle Coordinator 

lters) will meet December 
 and January 29 at 1:00pm.  

01-575-6555 

-8- 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjk4Ja6y-3VAhXB5oMKHUftC48QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.crescenthill.church%2Fchpc-presbyterian-women%2F&psig=AFQjCNH-Dkc7VIN4knlc7cdZRPjOEYJ6lQ&ust=1503585598072166�
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi3t4j23Z3XAhXqxYMKHf2pCs0QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbangordailynews.com%2Fcommunity%2Fcommunity-christmas-dinner%2F&psig=AOvVaw1NjUgUM_zqTOE-rZqelF_X&ust=1509637995568515�


- - - --  ~~~ CAUGHT IN THE NET / NOTES RECEIVED ~~~   -- - - - 
THE FOLLOWING CALLING TREE E-MAIL NOTICES WERE SENT OUT DURING NOVEMBER 

(Slightly edited for space, clarification and/or some privacy concerns; please use your church directory  
or call the church office for addresses should you wish to send cards and notes)

Sent: Thursday, November 1, 2018 9:20 PM 
Subject: Jim Ruegg 
Dear all, 
I'm grieved to inform you I just received word from Eric McNeely that 
his dear step-dad, Jim Ruegg, passed away peacefully about twenty 
minutes ago.  How fitting that this faithful and much loved gentleman 
departed this life on All Saints Day, a solemn holy day in the Roman 
Catholic church he served so conscientiously and faithfully 
throughout his life, and a day that commemorates all the faithful 
saints of God who now reside in heaven, the members of the Church 
Triumphant.  Please remember Jim's many loved ones in your 
prayers, especially his dear wife Cheryl. 
Blessings, Pastor Clark 

Sent: Saturday, November 3, 2018 12:12 PM 
Subject: Calling Tree messages 
Dear all, 
We received notice yesterday that Willard "Bud" Voigt is 
recuperating at the Sunny View Nursing Home for rehabilitation after 
a bad fall resulting in a serious arm fracture.  Please remember Bud 
and his dear wife Gladwyn in your prayers.  Some quick updates: 
Dick Collins was discharged earlier in the week from Rhode Island 
Hospital, and is recuperating nicely at home. Evelyn Rae was 
discharged earlier in the week from Rhode Island Hospital to the 
rehabilitative care of the Roberts Center in North Kingstown. 
(UPDATE AS THIS ISSUE GOES TO PRINT – Evelyn was sent back to RI 
Hospital for a time, but is now back at the Roberts Center.)  
Arrangements for the funeral and memorial services of Jim Ruegg: 
Calling hours are Monday, November 5, 5:00-8:00 PM at the Bellows 
Funeral Chapel (160 River Road, Lincoln, RI).  There will be funeral 
service at St. Augustine’s Catholic Church (North Providence) 
Tuesday, November 6 at 10:00 A.M.  Also being planned is a 
memorial service here at Greenwood, requested by the family; 
details are not final as of yet. I will alert you when this is finalized. 
Blessings and best regards,  

Stephen L. Clark, Pastor 

Sent: Friday, November 9, 2018 1:34 PM 
Subject: One Clarification and Two Reminders! 
Dear all, 
Last Saturday it went out on the calling tree that a memorial service 
for Jim Ruegg was tentatively being planned here at our church, and 
that I would alert you when the plans were finalized.  However, 
suffice it to say for now that plans were not finalized as of yet due to 
some factors beyond my/our control, which is why no announcement 
was made during worship last Sunday and no alert sent out.  So, to 
be clear, there is no memorial service tomorrow.  We are still 
planning a memorial service for an as-of-yet-undetermined date in 
the future (most likely on or near his March birthday), and will keep 
you posted.  Thank you to all from Greenwood who attended the 
calling hours Monday night; the extended family was thoroughly 
blessed and a bit overwhelmed by the sheer number of people who 
honored Jim by their presence there that evening, which included 
many of you!  People waited patiently in line, some for two or more 
hours, to lovingly pay their respects to Jim's bereaved family. 
Two quick reminders for Sunday: 
 (1) This is Stewardship Commitment Sunday, during which we will 
dedicate the pledges of financial support for the ministry and mission 
of the church in 2019.  If you care to make a pledge commitment, but 
do not have a card, additional cards are available in the narthex. 

 
(continued from previous column) 
 (2) This Sunday is the last call for ordering Stop and Shop Cards to 
benefit the ministry of our Deacons and the 29Eleven Youth 
Fellowship.  The response has been very good to date; thank you for 
your generous support!  (UPDATE AS THIS ISSUE GOES TO PRINT: A 
record $5,430 worth of Stop and Shop cards were purchased by all 
of you this year; THANK YOU for your MOST generous support! – slc) 
Blessings and best regards, Pastor Clark 

November 16, 2018  
Caring Bridge Journal entry by Kimberly Hennings 
Elaine Rothermel’s Fourth & Final HIDAC Consolidation Treatment  
Elaine was admitted to Brigham Women’s Hospital (BWH) Tuesday 
November 13 to undergo her final post remission chemotherapy 
treatment; she is fighting some strong nausea and is pushing through 
day by day.  Her treatment was temporarily suspended midweek, 
when a different anti nausea med that was tried left her unstable.  A 
CT scan and EKG indicated she was able to resume treatment.  She 
is expected to be discharged on Monday to begin the recovery 
process.  We’re relieved she’s made it this far and her strength 
continues to inspire all of us. It’s been a brutal seven months. 
Looking ahead, just a bit, all followup clinic visits have been 
scheduled through the end of December.  We’re looking forward to 
counting each day towards a full recovery.  Thank you all for your 
loyal support, words of encouragement and prayers throughout these 
seven months. 
Sent: Wednesday, November 21, 7:42 pm 
Subject: Mrs. Betty Cloxton 
Dear all, 
I/we earlier today received the sad news that Mrs. Betty Cloxton 
departed this life early this morning, this day before Thanksgiving. 
Members of the Greenwood congregation since 1954, Betty and her 
late husband Luther (who passed away May 12, 2007) were the 
parents of three daughters, Linda, Donna and Andrea.  Andrea 
(Souza) remains an active member of our congregation, Donna 
(Osterberg) departed this life December 3, 2004, and Linda 
(Kaufman) resides in Maryland. Services will be held at the 
Carpenter Jenks Funeral Home in West Warwick next Thursday, 
November 29 at 11:00 AM, preceded by calling hours at 10:00. 
Blessings, Pastor Clark 
Sent: Wednesday, November 21, 2018 11:25 P.M. 
Subject: Woodbury Union Presbyterian fire 
Dear all, 
You may see this on the news or have heard via friends and/or 
Facebook, but our sister Presbyterian congregation in Warwick, 
Woodbury Union, suffered a devastating fire tonight, this night 
before Thanksgiving. I just came from there and was able to 
converse with the new pastor and a few of the members and offered 
our condolences, help and assistance where possible if needed ... it 
is so sad.  They had recently completed a number of interior 
renovations, installed a new pastor (whose wife gave birth to their 
third child just ten days ago), and now this ... the building may be a 
total loss.  I was on hand to see them salvage a few treasured items 
... handbells and chimes, portraits, pulpit bibles and other somewhat 
portable precious items ... but again, the loss will be tremendous. 
Please remember this congregation in your prayers and thoughts as 
you gather with loved ones this Thanksgiving. 

 
Dear Greenwood Church Family,  
Thank you to Pastor Clark for his hospital visit and prayers after my emergency surgery.  Thank you to all for the get well 
cards during my recovery.  Yours prayers, thoughts and get well wishes are all greatly appreciated.   
Sincerely, Richard Collins 

(Printed content of the Hallmark card)  “To All of You:  Somehow, just saying ‘thank you’ doesn’t seem enough.  But I 
hope you know how much your kindness has meant to me”  (Handwritten note inside) Greenwood Friends, I just 
want to thank everyone for all the well wishes and cards I received for my recent hip surgery.  All went well and I’m 
looking forward to getting back 100%.  I also want to thank Eric for keeping things going wile I’m recovering.   

Fondly, John (Pickup) 
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                                 Monday, December 24, Christmas Eve  

                             6:00 PM  &  10: 00 PM 

                     Sunday, December 30

 

 
 

  

One Service at 9:30 AM  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

   
                            (no Sunday School)

December Birthdays  January Birthdays
 
Millicent Budlong-Springer   12/01     David Greco   01/03 
Abraham Monahan  12/01     Cheryl Donilon  01/03 
Daniel Hayman  12/02     Russell Rudolph  01/07 
Larry Rittmann  12/04     Norma MacLeod  01/11 
Karen Grande  12/04     Kevin Donilon  01/12 
Denise Mair   12/05     Evelyn Robinson  01/16 
Shelley Monahan  12/05     Cheryl Bowser  01/17 
Marci Mahoney  12/06     Stuart Mason   01/17 
Joann Rudolph  12/06     Donald Sorgel   01/18 
Carter Nolan   12/09     Susan Riel   01/19 
Mildred Plouffe (101st!) 12/09     Robert Herman  01/19 
Peggy Swanson  12/09     Kayleigh McCaffrey  01/21 
Gladwyn Voigt  12/11     Thomas Mays  01/22 
Vera Koldyk   12/12     Austin Pickup  01/22 
Hannah Porcaro  12/13     Faith Ruhren    01/22 
Benno Lebkuchner  12/18     Owen Phillips   01/23 
Tracy Traficante  12/19     Kim D’Antico   01/24
Elizabeth Farnsworth 12/20     John Phillips   01/25 
Joseph Casinelli  12/20     Paula Johnson  01/26 
Cathy Maguire  12/21     Akeelah David  01/28 
Jason Carson   12/21     Jason McNeely  01/29 
Alyssa Jones   12/21 
Bonnie Sorgel   12/22 
Brandon Phillips  12/28 
Alexis Snowman  12/29 
Mary Farnsworth  12/29 
Matthew Algozino  12/31 
Heather Nolan  12/31 
Natalie Chenel  12/31 
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