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OCTOBER 2018
Dear Members and Friends,
Another Rally Day is behind us, and our Sunday School has embarked on her 78th year! The collage below was the front
of the annual Rally Day post card mailed to all potential Sunday School families, again reflecting that our church has long
been about “putting children in their place” … putting children in their proper place, their right place … and trying to KEEP them
there! In Mark 10:13-16, Jesus
Himself told His disciples in no
uncertain terms just where that
“proper place” is … it is in the
presence of Jesus. And I’ve
long believed the best place for
children (for that matter, all of us) IS
in Jesus’ presence, especially
during weekly worship and
Sunday School!
And as many of you know, the
church that grew out of that
Sunday School will celebrate
the 75TH ANNIVERSARY of our
founding in 2019! Planning for
a grand celebration is in the
works, and a small task force is
being assembled to organize
the 75th ANNIVERSARY CAPITAL
CAMPAIGN mentioned in last
month’s Stewardship article.
Long-needed
improvements
are being envisioned, planned,
strategized and/or are even now underway to help ensure at least another seventy-five years of vital mission and ministry
at 805 Main Avenue! Also mentioned in the article is the east wing rest rooms are undergoing extensive and much needed
renovation/restoration (a huge THANK YOU to the Presbyterian Women for funding much of this project!), and as I write, the roofers have
re-shingled the entire west wing and will (weather permitting) complete the east wing tomorrow. I am SO delighted to see this
accomplished! The much-needed new roofing (the previous shingles were aging and discolored when I arrived 22 years ago!) matches
the (relatively) new sanctuary roofing (2010), and will keep us covered at least forty more years, if not the full seventy-five!
PLEASE NOTE: SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21 THERE WILL BE ONE SERVICE OF WORSHIP AT 10:30 AM! We will be commemorating
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SUNDAY together as one congregational family that day, as we (a) recognize, honor and affirm the
many teachers and other volunteers in our midst who so generously give of their time and talent to the Christian Education
programs, (b) see/celebrate/recognize our third graders (and older students new to our Sunday School program) who will be awarded
Bibles, (c) receive many new members into our church family, (d) continue to have the full Sunday School hour (9:00 am) so
as not to disrupt the schedule and/or cut into class time, and (d) again seek to foster and encourage a positive
intergenerational worship experience for the entire church family … as we come TOGETHER in the presence of Jesus.
Stephen L. Clark, Pastor

39er’s OCTOBER GATHERING
Wednesday, October 17, 11:30 a.m.
Chelo’s Restaurant, 2225 Post Road, Warwick
Choose any item off Menu!
Program in Fellowship Hall at 1:30 P.M.
If you need a ride or a reservation, please call Joan Eichenfeldt @ 737-0128
For those not on our email list, the following was sent Friday, September 23. If you did NOT receive this and/or would
like to receive future church emails, please send your updated/accurate email address to info@gccp.org! Thank you!
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Virginia Jacobs, Joann Rudolph, Kristine Swanson, Alexis Cobb, Jillian Jacobs
NEWS FROM THE SUNDAY SCHOOL
We were thrilled to welcome back our Sunday School students on Rally Day! Pastor Clark
accompanied the students on his guitar for a song-filled start to worship. Bright bulletin
boards lined the hallways and classrooms as teachers and students got acquainted before
heading down to Fellowship Hall for Allie’s famous donut cake. Our dedicated teachers
are willing and eager to teach the great love of our Savior and Lord has for us. We will
continue to have two separate 9:00 opening worship times that are more age appropriate:
Junior and Senior High students meet in the 29Eleven room and Pre–K through 5th grade
meet in the Kindergarten room before being dismissed to their classrooms at 9:15 am.
The Sunday School will be sponsoring two bakes sales during coffee hours on Oct. 7 and
Oct. 21. The proceeds will benefit Serving Orphans Worldwide. This mission provides
support for orphanages around the world. This mission provides resources to help resue, train
and sustain orphanages around the world. We ask that families of students in grades Pre-Kgrade 2 supply baked goods on Oct. 7 and Grades 3-12 supply baked goods on Oct. 21.
Thank you for your help with this project!
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SUNDAY OCTOBER 21
It is a Greenwood tradition to give our third graders their very own Bible and honor our
teachers on Christian Education Sunday. There will be one worship service on October
21 at 10:30 a.m. so that the entire congregational family may be present to see and celebrate
our third graders receiving their Bibles and to recognize and affirm the many teachers and
volunteers who generously give of their time to the Christian Education program. We will still
have Sunday School at 9:00 a.m. that day.
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL meets in the parlor 9:00 a.m. The subject material this fall will
be the video/discussion curriculum THE CALL: THE LIFE, MINISTRY AND MESSAGE OF THE
APOSTLE PAUL by Adam Hamilton. While open to all adults, this is an ideal opportunity for
parents to learn and fellowship while their children are in Sunday School, and then worship
as a family at the 10:30 service of worship (which always includes A Time With The Children!)

NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR OF FAMILY MINISTRIES:
Calling All Youth Grades 2-6 !!
You are invited to King’s Kids!
Sundays, 5:00-7:00

KING’S KIDS! All children in grades 2 – 6 are invited to join us from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. for fun and games, crafts,
cooking, music and so much more. Be sure to bring a friend! We support each other in prayer and learn good
Christian values. As you may see from some of the pictures in the first pages, we’ve had a GREAT start this
fall, and we look forward to an exciting year! Our mission this year will again be "Operation Christmas Child,"
so please start saving shoe boxes and small gift items to go in them. More details will follow!
NEW THIS FALL! FAMILY FOCUS WEDNESDAYS, 5:30-7:00 p.m. (or whenever you can
arrive!) -- This is for busy parents (and anyone who needs a midweek pick-me up) to
come and relax and hear some inspiring words. Come as you are and bring nothing
except your love for God! We will supply a light dinner, then whisk your children off to
play and/or do homework which you do a study on parenting related topics.
PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT: The first Friday of every month (except December and
May) from 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.! Bring your children to spend some fun time with us
while parents relax before the weekend! Go out for dinner, take in a movie or just
relax for a few hours. The program is directed by DCM Virginia Jacobs who will be
assisted by other adults and teens from 29 Eleven who have completed our Child
Protection training. Our next gathering is Friday, October 5!
LOOK FOR OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL ON FACEBOOK! LOTS OF
YOU HAVE ALREADY BEEN ENJOYING THE PHOTOS AND
UPDATES. ALSO, THANKS TO ALL WHO COMPLETED THEIR
SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION ONLINE!
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29ELEVEN YOUTH MINISTRIES
Rally Day Sunday was an enthusiastic kick-off for our youth fellowship as
we welcomed eighteen students on our first night of 29Eleven! Looking
around at the multitude of students and the always-dependable and
faithful adult volunteers, I marveled at all the work God has done over the
past two years. It has been such an outstanding joy as Ministry Intern to
watch our youth grow up into young adults and to see God working in
their lives. I am also filled with gratitude for our adult volunteer leaders
who have stepped up to take on various responsibilities, and have more and more confidence that this
fellowship will be in good hands for years to come!
One of the challenges that arise with the bounty of God’s blessing will be the
number of volunteers that may be needed in the future. Particularly with the
uncertainty of my plans following my graduation at Gordon-Conwell Theological
Seminary this May, we may be able to greatly benefit from the involvement of
another male and another female volunteer (or a husband and wife team!) in the
year to come – whether as an additional chaperone on retreats or mission trips, or
as a weekly volunteer or substitute volunteer(s). As you consider this possibility,
please let me know if this is something that may be of interest to you … as we make
preparations for the potential transition next fall, it’ll be most helpful to have people
we can count on to assume responsibilities and assure continuity of leadership.
As our young people embark on our study and discussion of identity this fall, and
as we hurl water balloons at one another over barriers in the parking lot, I greatly
look forward to the chance to continue to get to know, and be blessed by, the
stellar youth of Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian. Thank you for your
continued prayers and support for the growth of our youth fellowship both in
numbers and in their walks with the Lord, because He is doing great things!
Respectfully submitted,
Stephen Clark, Ministry Intern

WORSHIP COMMITTEE
As the month of October approaches and days become shorter we should be thinking about
becoming more active in our church. We will continue with two services of worship during
October, one at 9 A.M. and the other at 10:30 A.M. This is a great opportunity to volunteer
and take part in our Worship services with many opportunities available for Lectors, Greeters
and Acolytes. Make it a point to volunteer and take an active role. When you volunteer, you
will receive the opportunity of knowing, meeting, greeting and sharing the Love of Christ with
our entire worship family and witness our Greenwood Church families grow and flourish.
As we serve the Lord and thank Him for our many blessings, our Worship Committee will
actively offer opportunities for you to take an active role through Worship on a weekly basis.
The volunteer positions available are: Lectors, Greeters and Acolytes (ideal for younger
members of our church). There is no experience needed to volunteer for any of these
positions and training is available. If you are interested please call me (Wayne) at my home at
738-0480 or email me at fopawam@verizon.net and I can discuss your interest and get you
started in serving God through Worship.
We are blessed and thank all our volunteers for their dedicated and continued support in
serving our Lord. Worship schedules are posted in Fellowship Hall and we encourage all
to continue to sign up to serve the Lord by assisting in worship. I thank our Deacons and
Elders and ask that they continue to faithfully volunteer and sign up to serve the Lord
through serving the sacrament of Communion.
Our Worship Committee meets weekly before and after the Sunday services, so if you have
any suggestions and or comments, Don, Steve and I would love to hear from you. Make
time for your spiritual nourishment by actively serving through worship. See you there!
Respectfully submitted,
Wayne A. Meunier, for the Worship Committee
Donald Sorgel, Chair; Stephen Parkinson
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MEMBER CARE COMMITTEE
It’s October and fall season at Greenwood Church is fully underway with Sunday School
and Bible Study for all ages, fellowship and fun through King’s Kids, 29Eleven,
Presbyterian Women, 39ers, and new this fall, Family Focus Wednesdays, to name a
few. You can learn more about these programs elsewhere in this issue. We hope that
everyone will be able to participate in some these activities and our other opportunities
for fellowship in the coming months. Our first all-church event was a potluck luncheon on
September 16 during which we listened to our younger members tell about the wonderful
experiences they shared on their summer mission trip to Philadelphia.
Our youthful members’ description of their outreach to the people of Philadelphia is also a reminder of the way
small actions can have a big impact. While it is wonderful to serve others far from home, whether on a youth
mission trip or in distant lands like our guest last Sunday and the many other missionaries we support, there
are many small ways we can all do our own little part, wherever God has put us, using the special gifts with
which He has equipped us. A friendly word on Sunday morning to a fellow worshiper, a note, card, or phone
call, mentioning to the Member Care Committee or pastor when you know of someone who may need a little
extra support or a special prayer, all of these little things can make a big difference and will continue to make
Greenwood Church a very special church family. A quote from Mother Theresa of Calcutta says it well:
“You and I have been created for greater things.
We have not been created just to pass through this life without aim.
And that greater aim is to love and be loved.
Give yourself fully to God, Who will use you to accomplish great things on the condition
that you believe much more in His love than in your weakness.
Never think that a small action done to your neighbor is not worth much. It is not how
much we do that is pleasing to God, but how much love has been put into the doing.”

PUMPKIN CARVING ON THE GREEN
Mark your calendar for the Annual Greenwood Church Pumpkin Carving followed by
a Soup and Sandwich potluck, co-sponsored by the Christian Education Committee.
• Saturday, October 20, 4 p.m.
• Bring your pumpkin and carving tools! A few pumpkins and some tools will be
available if you can’t bring your own.
• All children must be accompanied by an adult.,
• Sign up in Fellowship Hall by October 14 and let us know if you will bring soup,
bread and/or sandwiches
• March of the Pumpkins will close out the evening!
• Pumpkins will be on exhibit in Fellowship Hall Sunday morning.
• Pumpkins will go home after church services on Sunday, October 21
• Carvers of all ages and skill levels are welcome! No artistic talent is necessary.

INQUIRERS’ CLASS
What does it mean when we confess, “I believe in the holy catholic Church?” What is the church? What is the protestant
church? What is the Presbyterian protestant church? What is the Presbyterian Church (USA) protestant church? What
does “Presbyterian” mean, anyhow? What does it mean to be a member of the Greenwood Community Church,
Presbyterian, which is a member of the Presbyterian Church (USA) protestant church? How may I participate more
meaningfully in the life, work and mission of the congregation?
These questions and others will be addressed during the Member Care Committee’s
“Inquirers’ Class” to be held October 7 and October 14 in the church parlor 11:35
a.m. – 12:35 p.m. (following the second service of worship.) Although primarily for those
interested in church membership, this class is also open to any and all adults who
wish to attend. Those desiring membership will then meet with the Session at 10:00
a.m. October 21 and be officially welcomed into the congregation during the (single)
service of worship that morning at 10:30.
The main purpose of the Inquirers’ Class is to address common questions people may have about our church,
as well as to explain what’s involved in becoming and being a member. Those attending the class are under
no obligation to formally join. Those desiring membership will then meet briefly with the Session (our local
governing board) either during the second class OR Sunday, October 21 at 10:00 a.m.; new members will then
be formally recognized at the 10:30 service of worship October 21. If interested, please check the Greenwood
Greeter column “Wish to Join,” contact any member of our committee, or speak to Pastor Clark. Thank you!
Elaine Magyar, for the Member Care Committee
Elaine Magyar, Harry & Sheila Curran, Sue Desmond, David & Nancy Dickerman, Linda Martin, Joan-Sandra McKnight,
Jeff Plouffe, Bonnie Readett, Doris Safford, Cathy Schobel and Betty Stacey
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MUSIC PROGRAM
Dear friends,
Our new fall season was greeted by a wave of energy, enthusiasm, and many new faces
in our ministry of music. Of course, one of the great blessings of serving a community of
faith for an extended period of time is the privilege of serving alongside people on many
different stages of their journeys, and throughout the comings and goings that bring folks
in and out of their time to be part of this chapter of the Body of Christ. With this joy
comes great sorrow when it is time to say farewell as a loved one relocates to another
venture in ministry, and this is what we were quite suddenly called to do this fall.
On Tuesday, September 11, we received word from Music Associate Christian Black
that she had accepted an offer to serve as Director of Music at another congregation, and
would be leaving us in mid-October. We were all shocked and deeply saddened to receive
Christian’s resignation, but are now privileged to keep her in prayer as she ascends to a
new calling as a music ministry leader. During the past three years that Christian has
served at Greenwood, she has poured countless hours of dedicated
work, skilled artistic support and loving guidance into our music
program, and as a direct result of her service, our ministry has grown and flourished in
many ways. For this, and for the new setting in which Christian will now serve, we offer
great thanks to God, and I know we will all be offering our deep gratitude and wellwishes to Christian in the weeks to come (we will have a sendoff for Christian on
October 14, her final Sunday with us; stay tuned for more information). I have been
blessed by our partnership in ministry more than words can describe, and will deeply
miss serving alongside my wonderful sister in this setting.
Meanwhile, we have been busily working to ensure continuity for our
vibrant music ministry during this time of transition, and are very
fortunate to have secured the services of Alexandra Nichols to
serve as our next Music Associate. Alexandra is a multi-talented
musician who has been playing for Church of the Annunciation in
Cranston and is double-majoring in piano and violin performance at Rhode Island College.
A former soprano with the Providence Singers, Alexandra will bring a wealth of talent to this
position, and we are very blessed to have her coming on board. Her first Sunday with us
will be Sunday, October 21 at our one service of worship at 10:30; please plan to be present to welcome
Alexandra and hear her special debut violin postlude, which you DEFINITELY won’t want to miss!
In the midst of this transition and always, I am unceasingly grateful to God for the privilege it is to serve this
church family. Please keep our ministry of music in your prayers, and thank you, as always, for your support.
Blessings,
/s/ John
John C. Black, Director of Music and Choirs, Organist
Christian J. Black, Music Associate

Editor’s Note: I though it appropriate to include
these communications; professional formatting
protocol contained in the originals edited out for
space. We are losing a gracious young lady
with exceptional talent; but we are grateful for
the extraordinary privilege of having had her
services AND playing a part, however small, in
helping prepare her for her future ministry of
music. You may remember this from the
December 2017 Fishermen’s News:
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LAST BUT NOT LEAST, a hearty and welldeserved CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR MUSIC
ASSOCIATE CHRISTIAN BLACK! At the recent
2017/2018 Rhode Island Music Educators
Association (RIMEA) All State Festival,
Christian auditioned in seven different
categories. As if that wasn’t a remarkable
enough achievement on its own merit, the
results are now tallied: Christian placed
first in the state in four instruments … first
in Jazz Piano, first in Jazz Trombone, first
in Winds Trombone, and first in Winds
Euphonium. Oh, and she placed fifth in the
state in Mallets, and was also accepted into
the all-state ensemble as Vocal Alto and
Vocal
Soprano.
All
amazing
accomplishments … well done, Christian;
your church family is proud!

MISSION COMMITTEE
With the summer now over and back into the swing of the autumn season, we are pleased to have had
excitement already at Greenwood Community Church. We have seen a record number of our youth serve with
missions over the summer. You never know what that might mean for their future. One of the people who
grew up at Greenwood has become one of our partners who we support.
In fact, we were blessed to have our recent mission guests visit with us at Greenwood last Sunday,
September 23! It has been over two years since they last visited Greenwood and we're grateful they made
some time for us while visiting friends, family and supporters while back here in Rhode Island. They were able
to present their work and what is next. Due to current challenges in the region where they were, they have had
to modify their plans regarding living arrangements and how to reach the people for the Lord. Their tentative
plan will be to visit more family and friends in October before heading back into the field in early November.
Please pray for their safe travel. They also ask for your prayers to open the hearts of the
people they are trying to reach in Central Asia. Lastly, they are seeking new supporters.
Over time, previous supporters may have had situations where they were able to support
their work, but no longer can do so. Obviously, it requires a certain amount of resources
to be able to serve in the field. We do continue to support their work as a church, but
please prayerfully consider personally supporting them, if that is something God might be
leading you to do. If so, please reach out to me (Sam Koldyk, Mission Committee Chair) to
obtain information how to do so.
We also thank everyone who came to visit them while they were at Greenwood. You
often see that it can be years between visits regarding the people we support. It
means so much to our partners and is such an encouragement anytime they visit and
see a good crowd who is enthusiastic and wants to learn about their labors for the
Lord. So you definitely don't want to miss an opportunity to see any of our people we
partner with whenever they come to Greenwood. You never know, just like Karl,
perhaps one of our youth today will be visiting Greenwood years down the road as
someone who also is serving the Lord in professional ministry and mission.
Lastly, don't forget there is a great global missions conference coming up in St. Louis, MO December 27-31
called Urbana, hosted by Intervarsity Christian Fellowship: Five days, @ 16,000 attendees, 260+
organizations represented and 200+ special seminars offered in addition to the main programs. Held once
every three years, it is the perfect place to be inspired while learning more about the global mission movement
as well as opportunities to serve God around the world. If you feel serving Jesus in mission may be a career
path that interests you, we strongly encourage you to check out www.urbana.org. All the details are listed
including registration, logistics, speakers and the program. There is an early-bird discount if you sign up by
November 15. If interested, let us know; the Mission Committee would like to help.
Respectfully submitted,
Samuel Koldyk, Mission Committee Chair
Emmy Kmet, Deb Stacey, Jon Farnsworth, Patti Parkinson, Marilyn Girardin-Jacobs, Amy & Shelley Monahan, Wilma Swanson

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
In the Christian tradition, STEWARDSHIP refers to the way time,
talents, material possessions, and/or wealth are used or given for the
service of God. When one considers the programs, activities, and
general enthusiasm manifest at Greenwood Community Church,
Presbyterian, it is apparent the Lord’s stewards are abundantly and
joyfully hard at work. Evidence the Sunday worship, vibrant music programs, flourishing Sunday School and
adult education programs, Women’s Association, and youth fellowships … just to name a few … and we must
sense that our church is an exciting, rewarding and faithful oasis, a place to demonstrate
and practice our Stewardship. Greenwood Church’s own Stewardship Committee’s
responsibility starts with the monitoring of the church finances, and with the Investment
sub-committee, ensures that the Endowment Fund is prudently invested and managed.
As the fall season approaches, this committee would like to once again remind all of us
that the sharing of ones financial resources, in addition to our talents, is an essential part
of Christian Stewardship. The Stewardship Committee asks the congregation to carefully
consider our stewardship during our annual fall pledge appeal (a three week program, “Graced
by the Fruit of our Labor”, commences October 21; watch for details to come!), and continue to
enthusiastically support the ministry of our church through our prayerful giving.
Thank You,
The Stewardship Committee:
Dennis Charpentier, Eric Robinson, Joan Eichenfeldt and Barry Baxter, Treasurer
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Our Fall schedule is off to a vibrant start matching the beauty of the season all around
us. We enjoyed a well attended Fall Coffee and welcomed some new members.
Please remember that all women are invited to join us, whenever
possible, for Gatherings and Circles. The Presbyterian Women’s
Annual Fall Gathering is Tuesday, October 6 at 6:00 pm In
Fellowship Hall. Our speaker is Jorge Gardos, a volunteer for the
Speaker’s Bureau of the Sandra Bornstein Holocaust Education Center
in Providence. Mr. Gardos, an educator and amazingly accomplished
violinist, lived in the Budapest (Hungary) Ghetto during World War II; he will share his life story
with us. Please bring a dish of your choice to share (salad, dessert or main dish) for the Pot
Luck Supper; place settings and beverages will be provided. Please remember to bring paper
goods and non-perishable food items to donate to our community agencies.
What a tremendous outpouring of support from all of you! Thank You!
Our first project - SCHOOL SUPPLIES – has met and surpassed the goal
for this year! We will place a notice when the Health Kit collections begin.
Blanket Sunday Collections continue for a short time and we appreciate
all who have helped with this drive thus far. Again, thank you for
supporting us as we seek to help those in need.
We also collect other items year-round, such as eyeglasses, pull tabs from drink cans, cell
phones, cancelled postage stamps, unused greeting cards, and Box Tops for Education.
The colorful collection boxes are on the shelf over the coat rack near the kitchen. We thank
you for helping to fill these boxes in order to help others.
“A circle of strength, founded on faith”
Artena Fairbairn for Presbyterian Women

‘ROUND IN CIRCLES FOR OCTOBER
Circle I meets October 23, 1:00 pm to continue
this year’s Bible study: “God’s Promise, I Am With
You.”

Circle IV meets October 9, 7:00 pm in the parlor
to work on Christmas Bazaar projects.
Circle V meets October 9, 12:00 noon for a short
meeting and then visit shut-ins and persons of
concern.

Circle II meets October 9, 12:00 noon in the
church parlor: those who wish to do so may bring a
bagged lunch.

Circle VII meets October 9, 7:00 pm in the
Kindergarten room.

Circle III meets October 9, 6:15 pm at the
Fairbairn home for light refreshments and work on
Christmas Bazaar project.

Andrew Donilon 10/01
Kathaleen Cheney 10/02
Peggy McKeever 10/04
Nancy Soave 10/04
Alyssa Jencks 10/06
Emmy Kmet 10/06
Karen Ruhren 10/06
Melissa Algozino 10/07
Jean Greco 10/08

Circle VIII (Picasso Quilters) meets October 16
and 30 at 1:00 pm in Fellowship Hall.

Janice Dailey 10/10
Barry Baxter 10/11
Ashley Taylor 10/12
Elizabeth Cloxton 10/13
Cheslyn Harrop 10/13
Maggie Hebert 10/15
Darroch Fairbairn Summers 10/16
Doris Safford 10/17
Lori Pickup 10/18
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Marge Allstrom 10/19
Doris Fahlman 10/19
Gina Carson 10/22
Adam Jones 10/24
Joyce Riccitelli 10/25
Richard LaBanca 10/28
Grace Seufert 10/29
Katherine Hebert 10/31
Janet Pisano 10/31

- - - --

~~~ CAUGHT IN THE NET / NOTES RECEIVED ~~~

-- - - -

OUR SYMPATHIES AND PRAYERS ARE EXTENDED TO:
The Parkinson family on the September 8 passing of Patti’s mother, Marcia O’Rourke, 79, after a long
illness. Mrs. O'Rourke had been a widow for some 45 years, raising Patti and her four younger siblings pretty
much on her own. Services were held at the Hill Funeral Home in East Greenwich September 13; a most
touching eulogy was delivered by granddaughter Michaela Parkinson Lindia.
The Farnsworth family on the August 5 passing of Mary’s father, James Lyle, 89, of Charlestown, RI
(regrettably, this was inadvertently omitted in the September issue, but now we have details of the memorial service). Mary writes:
“Jon and I want to thank so many of you for being so caring in sending your prayers and expressions of sympathy in the form of
a card or in words in Fellowship Hall that helped to ease the our sadness in the passing of my father. We especially thank you
for sending cards to my mom. She was greatly touched and rereads them often. My dad's passing is a great loss for us and for
so many. He was a kind, generous and hard working man who thought of others before himself, helping friends and strangers
alike. He was a third generation, faithful member of Smithfield Avenue Congregational Church. He served in the U.S. Air
Force, and we had a moving military service for him at the RI Veterans’ Cemetery. We are having a memorial service for him
at Dunns Corner Presbyterian Church in Westerly on Saturday October 6, 2018 at 10:30 a.m. We thank you so much.
Your Christian love has helped us immensely. Sincerely, Mary & Jonathan Farnsworth”
The Cheney family, on the July 10 passing of Kathy’s sister, Kay Mallet (regrettably, also inadvertently omitted in the
September issue). Kay had been battling a chronic lung condition for some time, and relocated to the area from
Florida. She was active in our church for a while before her health limited her ability to do so; for the past few
years she had been a resident of the Greenwich Farms Senior Living Center in Warwick. Kathy writes:
“Dear Friends of Greenwood, My sister, Kay, really enjoyed your cards and visits. It made her feel very special. Thank you for
being a warm and caring part of her life. Thank you, Wayne Meunier, for delivering the beautiful flowers to her. I took them to
the hospital with her so she enjoyed them every day. Thanks to all of you for your beautiful cards and notes of sympathy and
caring. Bill and I are blessed to have you in ours lives. In Christian Love, Bill, Kathy and Family”
The Reverend Thomas Conboy, a long time friend of Greenwood Community Church remembered well by
many of you, on the passing of his dear wife Lois. Lois filled our organ console from time to time over the
years. There will be calling hours at Calvin Presbyterian Church in Cumberland, RI, Friday, October 12, 4-8
p.m. The service will be held at Calvin Saturday, October 13, with a collation after the service in the church’s
Fellowship Hall. Condolences may be sent to the Rev. Thomas Conboy, 5300 Woodhill Rd., Apt. #239,
Minnetonka, MN 55345. He sent the following note to the Presbytery of Southern New England:
“It is with sadness and yet great joy at the Easter Victory that I share the news of Lois’ passing on Sept. 19 at about 10:30 p.m.
Tom and Karen were with me and Lois was comforted on her final earthly journey by Tom’s (not me) sharing various hymns and
sacred music. Their presence was a blessing to me at a very difficult time. Please let your members know how much Lois and I
have been uplifted and blessed by their prayers and caring. Those prayers and notes will sustain me when I begin tomorrow
the rest of my earthly journey without my wife, friend, and “partner” of the last sixty-four years. Blessings, Tom Conboy”
HOSPITALIZATION UPDATE
Last month we informed you of the extensive medical treatment being given to Elaine Rothermel, wife of
John, mother of Matthew and daughter of Martha Beard. Elaine writes:
Hello Pastor Clark, I hope this email finds you well. I read the September Fisherman’s News notes and
wanted to provide an update on my diagnosis and status of my treatment for future notes. I received an
initial diagnosis of Myloidplastic Syndrome (MDS) back in late March, a diagnosis which was challenged and
found to be instead Acute Myloid Leukemia (AML). While I need to undergo several rounds of
chemotherapy, I will not need to have a bone marrow transplant which would have been necessary had my
diagnosis remained MDS. There are two phases of chemotherapy for my treatment – (1) induction and (2)
consolidation. Induction consists of seven days of chemotherapy followed by an extended hospital stay.
Consolidation consists of four rounds of chemotherapy approximately one month apart. For each round I
am hospitalized for six days. As of this update I have successfully completed induction and am getting ready
to enter the hospital for my third round of consolidation. Thank you, Pastor Clark, for visiting me on day
one. I was feeling a little nervous and our praying together put me at ease. My treatments require that I lay
low for a while but I hope to be back to worship by Christmas. I want to thank all of you at the church so
much for the cards and kind words of encouragement during this challenging time. In Christian love, Elaine

Elaine’s picture from
CaringBridge.org

OUR CONGRATULATIONS ARE EXTENDED to our own Rob Petrucci for
receiving Channel Ten’s Golden Apple Award for excellence in
teaching at East Greenwich High School. He will be appearing in a
broadcast scheduled for NBC 10 on October 4. As a colleague tweeted,
“A well deserved and long overdue honor for a supremely talented educator! EGHS is
lucky to have you, Rob! “ And we at GCCP are lucky to have him as well!
AND ONE MORE GRACIOUS NOTE “CAUGHT IN OUR NET” -Dear members of Greenwood Church: Just a little note to say Thank
You for the lovely flower arrangement that was delivered right to my
door. Even though I can’t always get to attend service, it is nice to
know I’m not forgotten. Flowers bring such joy.
Sincerely, Anna Prince
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