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APRIL 2018
Dear Members and Friends,
At the time of this writing, it’s two days after a very full and enjoyable Easter Sunday, which (again) began for me at 5:45
a.m. baking ten loaves of sausage bread, preparing a (very basic) breakfast for four of Steve’s seminary friends who were
our (delightful) weekend household guests, then taking part in two very well-attended and MOST inspiring worship services
made extra special by the accompaniment of an outstanding string orchestra (who were themselves accompanied by our very own
Faith Ruhren; VERY well done, Faith!), an exceptional choir and vocal quartet, many delightful children crowding the chancel for
the Time with the Children, all bracketed by a scrumptious 29Eleven brunch in Fellowship Hall! Following services, I had
lunch at Greggs’ with Steve and his friends, and then eventually headed back to the church to get started on
editing/compiling/assembling this mildly late and somewhat condensed issue of the Fishermen’s News (condensed and late in
that our last newsletter, delayed by our Israel trip, just went out two weeks ago … we hope to be back on schedule for May!)
The pictures below (and on the back of this page!) give vivid testimony of another wonderful Holy Week experience in the life of
Greenwood Church. In addition to thanking our outstanding musical vocalists, instrumentalists and leaders at all Holy
Week services, I want to extend appreciation to our Deacons who prepared Palm Sunday palms and arrangement of the
beautiful Easter flowers, to the Christian Ed Committee (including Sunday School superintendents Joann Rudolph & Krissy Swanson &
DFM Virginia Jacobs) for organizing the always-fun Palm Processional with Hannah the Donkey and the Easter Egg Hunt
activities the following Saturday (thanks also to the Easter Bunny for making his annual appearance!); to the 29Eleven youth and
leaders for their Easter Egg Hunt help and their hospitality, generosity and hard work providing an abundant supply of
delicious food Easter morning (AND thanks to all who generously contributed $658 to the 29Eleven Mission Fund, @ $250 more than last
Easter!); and to the Children’s Church & nursery workers, acolytes, lectors, ushers and greeters (and Worship Committee chair
Wayne Meunier!) who each play an indispensable role in our worship experiences. Thanks, too, to Carol Castergine for
printing and stuffing a small mountain of worship bulletins & inserts, AND to John Pickup for consistently keeping facilities
clean, set up and well-prepared throughout! Finally, thanks to all who contributed … by your presence, your gifts, your
enthusiastic participation in worship and your support … to help make this a most memorable and worshipful Holy Week!
BREAKING ANNOUNCEMENT: THERE IS ONE SERVICE OF WORSHIP APRIL 22 AT 10:30 A.M. (Sunday School is still 9:00 a.m.)
followed by “COME TO ABRAM’S TENT – GREENWOOD CHURCH ISRAEL TRIP PRESENTATION!” (see page four!)

Stephen L. Clark, Pastor

PASTOR PAGE ADDENDUM: The
29Eleven Youth Fellowship has
seventeen students (and four adult
leaders) who have signed up to go on
the summer mission trip to Eastern
University in the Philadelphia area.
This is more than twice the number of
students who signed up last year, and
is reflective of a wonderfully
wholesome and growing dynamic in
our youth fellowship (for an explanation
of why I’m a big fan of these mission
adventures, see this sermon excerpt AND
see the 29Eleven bulletin board in
Fellowship Hall!). Many of you have

generously given financial support for
this endeavor (please don’t stop!); a
huge THANK YOU to the Presbyterian
Women and the Board of Deacons
who each recently pledged $1,000!

SAMANTHA AND JANET WANT TO REMIND
EVERYONE (actually, their father, who does
the tech work, wants to remind everyone)
that sermons (audio and manuscript) are
posted at www.gccp.org each week … as is
each edition of the Fishermen’s News!

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Thank you to all Sunday School students and families for your generous donations to
our Lenten Coin Drive to benefit Heifer International. All funds raised through this
collection will enable the Sunday School to purchase domestic animals for
impoverished families around the world through Heifer International. The purchase of
these animals will help feed families as well as generate income for them through the
sale of eggs, cheese, milk, wool and other animal byproducts. With your help (and a
little extra contribution from the Mission Committee) we were able to raise $1,100.00.
Thank you, church family, for contributing generously along with our children in this
ministry. Students will decide which animals they want to donate to people in need. It
might be a goat, a cow, a water buffalo, chickens, bees … stay tuned!
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL continues to meet in the parlor at 9:00 a.m. While this class is open
to all adults, this is another ideal opportunity for parents to learn and fellowship while their
children are in Sunday School, and then worship together as a family at the 10:30 service.
KING’S KIDS continues on Sundays from 5:00-7:00 p.m. for children in grades 2 through 6.
Come and bring a friend for music, snacks, games, crafts and more! For more information,
please call Ginny Jacobs (392-0417).
Proverbs 22:6 “Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it.”
PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT: Come join us the first Friday of each month for a night of fun (6:00 –
9:00)! Parents, drop your children of any age with us while you go relax, have dinner, shop, etc.
We will entertain them for hours! On APRIL 6 we will work on crafts, eat pizza and watch
movies. The program is directed by DCM Virginia Jacobs assisted by other adults and teens
who have completed our Child Protection training.
PARENT CAFÉ – We have started our “Parent Café“ 9:00 am each Sunday in Fellowship Hall. Parents,
grandparents and/or any caregivers are welcome to join us and have coffee and discussion while your children
are at Sunday School, and then you may worship as a family at 10:30. Come to share and discuss what has
worked and what has not worked for you, or you may just come for some encouraging words and Bible verses
to help equip you for the week. The Bible and materials from FOCUS ON THE FAMILY will be used.
JOIN US FOR THE RIDE OF A LIFETIME AT OUR VBS ADVENTURE THIS SUMMER!
Monday, July 9 - Friday, July 13 9 am - 12 noon. Children ages 4 through entering
6th grade are welcome - as are any youth and adult volunteers who are child care
trained! There will be a special VBS presentation at our 9:30 service of worship on
Sunday, July 15. See Lisa David for more information; registration will begin in May.

WORSHIP COMMITTEE
During the holy season of Lent, the subsequent commemorations of Holy
Week and the glorious celebration of Easter and these Sundays after Easter,
we are continually reminded that God gave His only son to die for our sins so
we may be forgiven and rewarded with the gift of eternal life with Him. The
holy season provides us with a wonderful time and opportunity to serve the
Lord, thanking him for our multiple blessings He bestowed upon us.
Our Worship Committee continues to offer opportunities for all to thank the Lord by serving
through worship. Volunteer positions are available to all our members and their families on a
weekly basis. The volunteer positions available include: Lectors, Greeters, and Acolytes (ideal
for younger members of our congregation). There is no experience needed to volunteer for
any of these positions and training is available. If you are interested please call me (Wayne)
at my home by dialing 738-0480 or email me at fopawam@verizon.net and we can discuss
your interest and avenue of serving God. We are blessed and thankful for every volunteer and
their dedicated and continued support in serving our Lord. Worship Schedules are posted in
Fellowship Hall and we encourage all to continue to sign up and serve and visit our Worship
Board and check out our photos and updates.
A special thank you is in order for our Deacons and Elders who continue to sign up each
month to serve the sacraments of Holy Communion on a regular basis. Our Worship
Committee meets weekly before and after the Sunday services. If you have any comments
and or suggestions, Don, Steve, and or I would like to hear from you. Make time for your
reflections, be thankful for your blessings, and praise the Lord during this holy season by
serving Him through worship. May the peace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, be with you and our
worship family. See you at church!
Sincerely in Christ, for the Worship Committee,
Wayne A. Meunier
(Don Sorgel, Chairman; Stephen Parkinson)
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29ELEVEN YOUTH MINISTRIES
As spring (finally!) begins to blossom, our group of youth continues to grow
as well -- in numbers, with one another, and in their walks with the Lord. Our
whole group continues to be grateful at the outpouring of support from the
church family for this summer's mission trip, which seventeen youth and four
adult leaders will be attending in Saint Davids, PA. If you haven't already
seen it, I encourage you to check out the bulletin board at the back of
fellowship hall to see pictures and testimonials of our young people who will
be attending this summer's trip; some testimonials have been included in
past worship bulletin inserts. We have some incredible teens with high hopes and special stories looking
forward to the week serving on the mission field, and we're glad to get to share a few snippets of their stories!
On Sunday mornings and evenings, I have continued to be
blessed by the growing minds and hearts of our young
students. On Sunday evenings, we have been exploring
"Why" questions of the Christian faith, examining why it is
that we're supposed to do or not do some things. Why do
we pray? Why should we share our faith? Why do we
worship? When I was away this past weekend for a
delightful visit back to my alma mater (I'm still getting used
to words like "alumni!") the fellow adult leaders put together an array of prayer
stations for the students to walk through in preparation for Easter. Watching these teens learn, grow, and
share has been a special time this year, and we've also enjoyed our sharp Sunday School morning class -- on
one occasion, we got so into a discussion about the Bible that I changed the entire morning lesson, and when I
shared with a seminary friend the challenging topic we had explored, he looked at me in surprise and said,
"You talked about that with your youth group?" We do have a special group here at Greenwood!
As we celebrate the miracle of Easter this season, I'm grateful to celebrate alongside my
church family. You all have been so gracious in the support of our youth as well as in your
support of my endeavors … I have been floored by, and full of appreciation for, the
outpouring of support for my second mission trip to Dubai this summer. As spring unfolds,
may the living truths of Easter bloom in our hearts as well, remembering how much our
risen Savior has done for us.
Stephen Clark, Ministry Intern

MEMBER CARE COMMITTEE
Spring is finally here and with it we have a calendar full of activities at Greenwood. Join
us for some or all of these events being organized by many different groups within the
church. We hope many of you were able to enjoy the Easter Egg Hunt and Easter Brunch
on March 31 and April 1. The coming weeks and months will bring many more exciting
opportunities for good food, fun, and fellowship.
APRIL 22: COME TO ABRAM’S TENT – GREENWOOD CHURCH TRIP TO ISRAEL PROGRAM! Jeff Plouffe, Krissy
Swanson, Cathy Schobel, and other church members who went on the trip to the Holy Land in February are
planning a wonderful event to share their experiences with the rest of the congregation. After worship on April
22 (ONE Service of Worship at 10:30 a.m., preceded by Sunday School at 9:00 a.m), join us as we, too,
travel to the Holy Land as recreated in Fellowship Hall. You will enjoy a traditional Israeli breakfast with many
of the kinds of foods our travelers enjoyed on their trip and see and hear about the places they visited and
some of their adventures. Don’t miss it! Please sign up on the poster in Fellowship Hall so the
Committee will be sure to have plenty of food on hand.
MAY 5: MAY BREAKFAST! Support our Presbyterian Women in this great annual event. Maybe you can sign up
to bake something, help serve by bussing and/or waiting on tables, and/or help with setup and cleanup. Come
and enjoy a delicious breakfast and good fellowship. Spread the word to your friends and family! The profits
from this event allow the Presbyterian Women to support a wide variety of mission projects and other projects
around the church.
JUNE 3: THANKS BE TO GOD CONCERT BY THE GREENWOOD CONCERT CHOIR!
Don’t miss it! The Member Care Committee will be seeking your help with the
reception that follows the concert by donating food and helping to set up,
serve, and clean up. Watch for sign-up sheets in Fellowship Hall the second
week of May.
JUNE 9: BAYSIDE BEAT! We are delighted to announce that this popular local
band is coming again to Greenwood. Even better news – they have
volunteered to give this concert to help raise funds to support the 29 Eleven
summer mission trip to Philadelphia. Thank you, Bayside Beat! .
FINALLY, MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR JUNE 10: ANNUAL ALL-CHURCH PICNIC AT THE MASONIC YOUTH CENTER!
Watch for further details about these and other events in the weekly Sunday bulletin!
The Member Care Committee: Elaine Magyar, Jeff Plouffe, Harry Curran, Sheila Curran, Sue Desmond, David Dickerman,
Nancy Dickerman, Linda Martin, Joan-Sandra McKnight, Bonnie Readett, Cathy Schobel, Betty Stacey, and Carol Sullivan.
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MUSIC PROGRAM
Dear friends,
After a month full of seemingly endless unpredictable New England weather, I do hope
that you are reading this newsletter while relishing lovely springtime conditions coaxed
out of hibernation by a wonderful week of worship and fellowship at Greenwood,
culminating in a glorious morning on Easter Sunday. As I write, it is just before Holy
Week, a delightfully busy time as the countless rehearsals in preparation for our special
musical offerings are just about to intensify! It is the continued prayer of all members of
our music program that the music we are preparing this week may inspire reverence,
be sealed as an offering of prayer and praise pleasing to God, and lead us all to a fuller
worship experience as we remember the incredible focus of our faith. I pray that as
you reflect upon our corporate Holy Week experience, this was the case for you.
As a matter of fact, that rather succinctly states our mission as a ministry of music for this
congregation. In all that we do, we aim to use the gift of music as a means of ministering to
our worshipers, creating inspirational worship experiences, and, as we rehearse and
present our offerings, supporting one another with encouragement, love, and Christian
brotherhood. And at Greenwood, this is a very exciting task. This congregation is richly
blessed with opportunities to enjoy truly inspirational ministry, from our small group
meetings, to weekly programs and activities, to our services of worship each week. In our
music program, we are gifted with an abundance of dedicated, talented volunteers who,
together, create a dynamic ministry and stimulating component of worship. Thanks to their dedication and the
support of the entire congregation, it is continually amazing to see increasingly
large-scale projects come to fruition, such as the growth and development of
the community concert series we’ve created, and, recently, the inclusion of a
professional string orchestra in worship on Easter Sunday. And if the past few
years I’ve been blessed to share in the life of this church family are any
indication of what the future holds, this is only the beginning.
Amidst all of the possibilities yet to come for us, perhaps the most exhilarating stimulus being
propelled into this church is an infusion of faithfulness and love, continually evident in
everything we do as a church family. Grounded in Scripture, bonded in brotherhood, it is a
wonderful gift to be part of this time in the life of Greenwood Church. I pray that we will all be
able to fully share in the continued thriving of every component of this joint venture in ministry,
and that through this stimulation, Greenwood may continue to realize its potential and calling to
be the Body of Christ in every facet.
Blessings, /s/ John
John C. Black, Director of Music and Choirs, Organist
Christian J. Black, Music Associate

MISSION COMMITTEE
In February, the Mission Committee was pleased to present a Minute for Mission and a potluck lunch with
Ralph and Bonnie Gatti. They discussed how the Agathe Center (a mission of the ministry organization The
Navigators) is at work in the nation of Slovakia. From the promotional literature of the Agathe Center:
"Agathe" means "Good" in Greek. That is what the investor said to his good and faithful
servant in the well-known parable of Jesus - it was about an entrepreneur who became a
token example of prudent stewardship over the resources entrusted to him. The mission
of Agathe Center is to provide holistic support to existing and aspiring missional
entrepreneurs. We agree with John Paul II, who said in 1991: “…the purpose of a business firm is not simply to make a profit, but is
to be found in its very existence as a community of persons who in various ways are endeavoring to satisfy their basic needs, and
who form a particular group at the service of the whole of society. Profit is a regulator of the life of a business, but it is not the only
one; other human and moral factors must also be considered which, in the long term, are at least equally important for the life of a
business.” We believe that businesses with the right intentions and practices can do great good for people and society. We see
the kingdom of God advancing through generations of missional enterprise practitioners who seek to let their light shine through
their businesses into a world hungering and thirsting for righteousness. We see the Agathe Center for Entrepreneurship as a place
where entrepreneurs, motivated by faith, come to learn the theory and practice of “doing good as they do good business.”
We thank everyone who came to the potluck lunch and presentation. It is a blessing for our mission partners
to see people interested and supportive of their work.
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING -- We would like to thank everyone who contributed to this important
offering. Your generosity will help alleviate hunger, rebuild lives after crises or catastrophes, and work with
communities to overcome oppression. Disasters come in all shapes and sizes and the Presbyterian Hunger
program, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance program and the Self Development of People program will make a
huge impact on people’s lives. We dedicated our One Great Hour of Sharing offering on Palm Sunday.
However, we will continue to accept your contributions through the end of April. Please use the One Great
Hour of Sharing Envelope provided in your box of offering envelopes or in the pew racks. Thank you!
Sam Koldyk and Emmy Kmet
Mission Committee Members: Sam Koldyk (chair), Emmy Kmet, Michael Snyman, Deb Stacey, Jon Farnsworth, Amanda David,
Patti Parkinson, Marilyn Jacobs, Amy Monahan, Shelley Monahan and Wilma Swanson
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NEWS FROM THE PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
On Tuesday, April 3, 2018, the Presbyterian Women Spring Gathering was held at 11:00
AM in Fellowship Hall. An engaging and informative presentation was given by Clarice
Gothberg, Volunteer Coordinator of Project Outreach at Open Table of Christ United
Methodist Church in Providence, followed by a sandwich/salad luncheon at noon
(catered by Dave’s Marketplace). Approximately fifty women joined us, and many also
contributed paper goods and non-perishable food items for our community agencies, as
well as gently used household items for donation to the Open Table of Christ Thrift Shop.
Additional items are always welcomed by Open Table; they are most in need of pots,
pans, dishes, silverware, kitchen utensils and towels.
We thank you, our church community, for contributing and supporting our yearly “Gifts of
the Heart” project. Those kits will be organized for shipping this month. Please feel free to
continue to support the Picasso Quilters as well as filling our colorful collection boxes
(eyeglasses, pull tabs from drink cans, cell phones, unused greeting cards, and Box Tops
for Education) which are on the shelf over the coat rack near the kitchen. As always you are
always welcome to visit, and hopefully join, our Circle meetings.

OUR NEXT BIG EVENT IS THE ANNUAL MAY BREAKFAST
SATURDAY MAY 5, 2018 7:30AM - 11:30 AM!
So you had the “SAVE THE DATE – May 5” notice given earlier, and NOW here
are the details for our annual May Breakfast on the first Saturday in May. We truly
look forward to this event, but even more so we look forward to your participation
and support! We need women, teenagers, and men to help us make this a
successful event. Not only are we lucky enough to enjoy good Christian fellowship
as we work together, but we are able to also enjoy great food! Many people have
enjoyed working together over the years and have also enjoyed connecting with
people who attend our May Breakfast and frequently seeing the many who return year after year. Do watch for
the sign up charts so you can volunteer and for the ticket sales. Invite your family, friends, co-workers, &
neighbors to come enjoy our delicious breakfast.
I am looking forward to seeing you at our meetings and events this Spring!
Artena Fairbairn, for Presbyterian Women
“A circle of strength, founded on faith”

‘ROUND IN CIRCLES FOR APRIL

Circle I meets April 24 1:00 pm in the church parlor
to continue this year’s study “Cloud of Witnesses”.

Circle IV meets on April 10 7:00 pm in the church
parlor for a variety of programs.

Circle II meets April 10 12:00 noon in the Parlor,
those who wish to do so may bring a bagged lunch.

Circle V meets April 10 12:00 noon time for s
short meeting and then visits with shut-ins and
person of concern.

Circle III meets April 10 6:15 pm at the Fairbairn
Summers home for light refreshments and
program.

Circle VII
meets on April 10 6:30 pm in the
churchKindergarten room for craft making.
Circle VIII (Picasso Quilters) meets April 17..

If you have any questions about circles, please call me at 884-8631. Circle Notes are distributed monthly at
Circle meetings and are also available in the narthex.
Angie D’Albora, Circle Coordinator
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~~~ CAUGHT IN THE NET ~~~

Our sympathy, condolences and prayers are extended to the Snyman family
(Michael, Antoinette, Kate and Henri) on the March 25 passing of Michael’s father in South Africa.
OUR CONGRATULATIONS are extended to Dr. and Mrs. Robert Schwegler (Nancy),
who are celebrating their fiftieth wedding anniversary April 6!

- - - - - - -~~~ NOTES RECEIVED ~~~- - - - - - Dear Greenwood Family,

Dear Greenwood Family,

Thank you all so much for the wonderful birthday
cards, birthday cake and well wishes you extended
to me for my ninetieth birthday. It means so much
to be remembered in such a special way.

I am very blessed and very encouraged by the
number of cards and phone calls I’ve received the
past five months. I wish to express my deepest
thanks and ask God to bless you all. I will try to
attend services after Easter.

Love to all,

Love in Christ,

Martha Sommer

Bonnie Readett

Nancy Collins 4/1
Betty McClung 4/2
Keegan Carson 4/2
Nancy Taylor 4/4
Harry Curran 4/8
Julia McKeever 4/10
Gino Corcoran 4/12
Stephen Clark 4/13
Betty Stacey 4/13
Karlyn McNeely 4/13
Sheila Curran 4/15
Esther Jackson 4/15

Dorothy Blackwell 4/16
Patricia Parkinson 4/16
**EVELYN RAE 4/17**
Julia Martins 4/18
Evelyn Murray 4/18
Aidan McNeely 4/20

**** TToo EEvveellyynn RRaaee AApprriill 1177 ****

Melanie Mattis 4/20
Aidan McNeely 4/20
Mark Donilon 4/21
William Hebert 4/21
Monika Algozino 4/22
Debra Stacey 4/23
Michaela Lindia 4/24
Paul Magyar 4/24
Joshua Segala 4/26
Evelyn DesRoches 4/26
Sue Stock 4/26
Alexandra Petrucci 4/30

39ers’ APRIL GATHERING
Wednesday, APRIL 18, 11:30 a.m.
Top of the Bay in Oakland Beach
Menu
Choice of Delmonico Steak Sandwich, Baked Scrod, Veal Parmesan Sandwich
or Grilled Chicken Cesar Salad, coffee or tea and dessert
Cost: $15.00
Program in Fellowship Hall at 1:30 P.M.
Speaker Roberta Humble will speak on “Best Unknown Facts About RI”.
If you need a ride or a reservation, please call Linda Gungle (828-7687).
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