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INVITATION TO THE OBSERVANCE OF THE LENTEN DISCIPLINE 

(from the Book of Common Worship) 

“Friends in Christ, every year at the time of the Christian Passover we celebrate our redemption through the death and resurrection of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.  Lent is a time to prepare for this celebration and to renew our life in the paschal mystery.  We begin this holy 

season by acknowledging our need for repentance, and for the mercy and forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel of Jesus Christ.  
 I invite you, therefore, in the name of Christ, to observe a holy Lent by self-examination and penitence,  

by prayer and fasting, by works of love, and by reading and meditating on the Word of God.” 
Dear Members and Friends, 

Each Ash Wednesday Service of Worship these past sixteen or seventeen years has 
opened with the above invitation, an invitation that will be extended again at our Ash 
Wednesday Service of Worship February 14, 7:00 P.M.  As mentioned elsewhere in these 
pages, I find it appropriate Ash Wednesday falls on Valentine’s Day, as the season of Lent 
calls us to a season of special meditation, remembrance and reflection upon the great LOVE of 
God so vividly demonstrated in the suffering and passion of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

I write the day after the 74th Annual Meeting of the Congregation/Corporation of the Greenwood Community Church, 
Presbyterian (THANK YOU to all who worked so hard to prepare and to the many who so faithfully attended!), and about thirty minutes 
after having completing the editing and review of the pages within this issue.  I’m a little behind deadline (which is why I’m 
here on a Monday!) but that’s fairly typical for January, which believe it or not tends to be even busier around here than the 
weeks leading up to Christmas, and made even more so this year by the earlier approach of the Lenten season AND our 
rapidly approaching trip to the Holy Land!  Last year in this space, I wrote  “לשנה הבאה בירושלים” … which means, “Next year 
in Jerusalem!”  Well, “next year” is here! Twenty-seven of us will be embarking for Israel February 20 – March 1 for the trip 
of a lifetime (note: February 25 there’ll be ONE service of worship at 10:30 a.m.; with Sunday School at 9:00.  Ministry Intern Stephen Clark 
will fill the pulpit.  Also, as our office administrator is accompanying us, the March issue of Fishermen’s News may be delayed a week!).  

As I wrote in the 2017 Annual Report, “In your hands is the annual record of the news, accomplishments and other happenings of yet 
another year reflecting Christian growth, inspirational worship, financial stability, energetic ministries to all ages, visionary mission-mindedness, 
compassionate concern, mutually supportive cross-generational interaction, community engagement and all-around vitality continues unabated at 
Greenwood into our 74th year!”  I’m delighted the Nominating Committee was able to readily secure conscientious, selfless and 
gifted candidates to fill all the vacancies in office, including first-time candidates (and relatively new Greenwood members!) 
Samuel Koldyk (Elder), Loretta Nelson, Cynthia Pisano and Janet Swanson (Deacons).  Welcome!   

Stephen L. Clark, Pastor 



PASTORAL POST SCRIPT 
Two more post-deadline items I am 
eager to share with you as a pastor 
AND a father (and also get to have a bit 
more room for additional pictures!) -- 

1) Ministry Intern Stephen Clark 
again has the opportunity to 
embark on an exciting mission 
adventure this summer, except this 
time he’s been asked to organize 
and lead the team of seminarians 
heading to Dubai.  He submitted 
this letter in January to Session 
requesting permission and time off 
to go, which Session readily 
approved.  Watch for additional 
information to come later in 
February as to how you may play a 
supportive role to Steve in this 
unique and worthwhile endeavor!  
Several of you so generously 
provided financial and/or prayer 
support for his 2017 Dubai 
mission, which, as he mentions, 
was so transformational for him.  

2) As I wrote in my Annual Report, 
“We continue to be blessed with DIRECTOR 
OF MUSIC JOHN BLACK, who, while directing 
and developing our four choir ensembles, 
two handbell choirs and a still-increasing 
number of instrumentalists and vocalists, 
has been carrying a very full academic 
load and is now beginning studies toward 
his master’s degree at Rhode Island 
College.”  John has now taken on an 
accelerated academic load by 
combining undergraduate and 
graduate coursework which will 
enable him to matriculate early.  

As mentioned by Treasurer Barry 
Baxter during the Annual Meeting 
yesterday, a restricted account line 
item has been established entitled 
Music Staff Education Fund.  Even before this line item was established, donations amounting to $1,000 have already 
been given by people who approached me desiring to direct contributions toward John and his professional development, 
as they have been so touched and impressed by his ministry of music here at Greenwood.  Any additional donations 
directed to this fund will be used to assist John with his academic expenses. 

 



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
 

                                 NEWS FROM THE SUNDAY SCHOOL  

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  We would like to thank all of the children and families who 
participated in Advent and Christmas activities.  Our weekly lighting of the Advent wreath, 
making Advent wreaths for our homes, acting in the Sunday School pageant and tableau, 
and Christmas caroling to some of our shut-in members confined in nursing homes all 
made for a most meaningful and memorable Christmas season. 

Thank you to all who helped decorate our Mitten Tree with warms hats, mittens and 
scarves.  We delivered 45 pairs of mittens, 37 hats and 13 scarves to Project Outreach at Open Table of Christ 
Church in Providence (www.projectoutreach.org). Everything was greatly appreciated. 
 

February 18 isthe first Sunday in Lent and the start of our annual coin 
drive to benefit Heifer International.  Please bring your pennies to 
worship that day as we kick off the annual Lenten Heifer Coin Drive. All 
funds raised through this drive will enable the Sunday School to purchase 
domestic animals for impoverished families worldwide through Heifer 
International.  The purchase of these animals will help feed families as well 
as generate income for them through the sale of eggs, cheese, milk, wool 
and other animal byproducts.  The coin collection is as follows: 

FEBRUARY 18 – PENNIES, FEBRUARY 25 – NICKELS, MARCH 4 – DIMES, MARCH 11 – QUARTERS,  
MARCH 18 – DOLLARS … AND THEN, ON MARCH 25 – HANNAH THE DONKEY! 

NOTE: THERE WILL BE ONE SERVICE OF WORSHIP, 10:30 A.M. ON THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT, FEBRUARY 25,  
AND ONE SERVICE OF WORSHIP, MARCH 25, PALM SUNDAY.  (SUNDAY SCHOOL STILL MEETS 9:00 A.M.) 

As many Greenwood members will be overseas touring the Holy Land February 20 - March 1, we will have 
our monthly single service of worship February 25, rather than February 18 as originally planned.  Sunday 
School will meet 9:00 a.m.; and Ministry Intern Stephen Clark will fill the pulpit at 10:30.  We will observe 
the same schedule Palm Sunday, March 25, with our annual Palm Processional held after Sunday School. 

TALENT SHOW:  It’s time for the SIXTH ANNUAL TALENT SHOW to benefit the annual 
summer mission trip of the 29Eleven Youth Fellowship!   TRYOUTS will be Sunday 
February 18, 12 noon. in the 29Eleven Room.  DRESS REHEARSAL - Sunday 
February 25, 4:00 p.m.  TALENT SHOW DATES: Friday March 2, 6:00 p.m. & 
Saturday March 3, 5:00 p.m.  Tickets are $10.00 each night, or a combo ticket for 
both performances can be purchased for $15.00.  Dinner is provided at both shows. 

Barry Baxter continues to lead the ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL.  Please join us in the parlor at 
each Sunday at 9:00 a.m.  While this class is open to all adults, this is an ideal opportunity for 
parents to learn and fellowship while their children are in Sunday School, and then worship 
together as a family at the 10:30 service. 
 

NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR OF FAMILY MINISTRIES: 
 

 
Calling All Youth Grades 2-6 !! 

You are invited to King’s Kids! 

Sundays, 5:00-7:00  
 

Children in grades 2-6 are encouraged to join us and bring a friend!  They will love all the activities we have 
planned.  We will have our annual Valentine’s Dance on Sunday February 11th and we will be practicing our 
skits for the annual TALENT SHOW MARCH 1 AND 2 (mark your calendars!) . “Operation Christmas child“ was a 
big success thanks to all the donations from King’s Kids and the congregation; we reached our goal of 100 
boxes.  Join our Facebook page for more details and all the updates: Kings Kids Greenwood. 

NEW - PARENT CAFÉ --  In addition to the Adult Sunday School, I am looking into starting a “Parent Café” for 
any who would like to come at 9:00 am and have coffee while your children are at Sunday School.  We plan to 
meet in Fellowship Hall. Our vision is that parents, grandparents and/or any caregivers who may be interested 
will join us during this hour, and then worship as a family during the 10:30 service.  I/we would like to have 
discussions that will benefit all families struggling to be God-centered.  Adults with children of all ages will be 
welcome to share and discuss what has worked and what has not worked for you, or you may just come and 
get some encouraging words and Bible verses to help equip you for the week. The Bible and materials from 
Focus on the Family will be used.  The first meeting is scheduled for Sunday, February 4. 

From Focus on the Family’s website: “Focus on the Family is a global Christian ministry dedicated to helping families 
thrive.  We provide help and resources for couples to build healthy marriages that reflect God's design, and for parents to raise 
their children according to morals and values grounded in biblical principles.  We’re here to come alongside families with 
relevance and grace at each stage of their journey. We support families as they seek to teach their children about God and His 
beautiful design for the family protect themselves from the harmful influences of culture and equip themselves to make a greater 
difference in the lives of those around them.”  
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29ELEVEN YOUTH MINISTRIES 

As an eternal optimist I have something of a tendency to speak in hyperbolic 
or overly positive terms, but I could not help but feel that this past Christmas 
Eve service was one of the most joyous services I have taken part in at 
Greenwood.  From the choir to the community to the occasional slight 
mishaps, this service sort of encapsulated for me this Christmas season how 
our Lord has greatly blessed our church, and I remain truly grateful to be a 
part of the Greenwood family. 

December was in some ways a quiet month for the youth group, as we only met on the first Sunday evening on 
account of the activities of the busy Christmas season  … the next Sunday was the Concert Choir’s excellent 
performance, the following Sunday was the Sunday School pageant and caroling, and then it was Christmas 
Eve.  This was a special month for me and for many of the youth to be more a part of our Greenwood family.  It 
was a joy to watch the youth continue to build community with one another and with the Greenwood 
community at large.  So many of the traditions at this time are among favorite memories of mine throughout my 
high school and college years – it is special to watch others get to build those same memories, especially as 
we saw many of our college students return for the semester break.  

As my mind tends to function in semester scheduling, the Christmas season will 
mark a shift for our youth group as well.  We completed our study on Colossians 
and will begin a couple of new series in the winter and spring months, as well as 
planning out a couple of fun traditional events, including our annual Yankee 
Swap and our semi-annual lock-in.  The Lord has blessed our group immensely 
this year, and the other leaders and I are truly looking forward to kicking off 
2018 after the brief December hiatus! 

Unfortunately, I was not present for the first few weeks of this new year, though 
the reason was fortunate.  I spent most of January interning with a large PC(USA) 
church in Bonita Springs, Florida, on the west coast near Tampa.  First 
Presbyterian Church of Bonita Springs (see www.fpcbonita.org ) is the church 
that made my attendance at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary (and by 
extension, my presence at Greenwood) possible: this church has supported me 
with a $15,000 per year scholarship, with the condition that I spend three weeks 
interning with them in Florida during the worst of the New England winter (a 
“burden” I was willing to bear … my original flight was scheduled for the day of the 
recent blizzard, and rebooked through Charlotte the next day … however, flights 
were delayed all over the east coast, so I missed the connecting flight to Ft. 

Meyers … after having to spend the night in Charlotte, I finally arrived in Ft. Meyers Saturday morning).  I have 
lots of stories to tell, but the basic summary of these weeks is that I served alongside three other Gordon-
Conwell students as pastoral interns, saw some of the dynamic inner workings on the staff of a large church, 
was privileged to preach to two hundred gathered for a men’s breakfast, had some fascinating field and cultural 
experiences, and generally gained invaluable insights, training and experience for future ministry under the 
tutelage of a number of gifted men and women who lead and serve that thriving congregation.  The internship 
was specifically geared towards equipping and preparing students for future ministry by involving us in some of 
the practical daily workings of the church, and it certainly served that purpose exceedingly well.  

While I missed my Greenwood home and friends for these few Sundays in January, I am grateful 
for God opening doors for further adventure, invaluable experience, and ministry opportunities; I 
am grateful to all of you for allowing me the time to do this  … AND I am grateful to have briefly 
escaped the brunt of the New England winter! 

                        Stephen Clark, Ministry Intern 

PASTOR PAGE ADDENDUM:  Active Greenwood 
member and World War II combat veteran 
Willard D. “Bud” Voigt was presented with 
several prestigious awards at the Rhode Island 
National Guard Command and Readiness 
Center Friday, January 12.  Senator Jack Reed 
presented Bud with military honors he earned 
but never received, including the Bronze Star, 
Purple Heart, Good Conduct Medal, European-
African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal with 
Bronze Star, World War II Victory Medal, 
Combat infantry Badge, Honorable Service 
Lapel Button WWII, and Marksman Badge and 
Rifle Bar. “It is an honor to recognize someone 
who’s served with such great courage while 
deployed and as a citizen,” said Senator Reed.  
Bud’s wife of 64 years, Gladwyn Voigt, as well 
as several of their children, grandchildren, and 
friends were in attendance.  For full story, and a 
great picture of the whole Voigt family, see 
 http://warwickonline.com/stories/after-all-these-

years-bud-voigt-receives-wwii-medals,131098  
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MUSIC PROGRAM 
Dear friends,  
As the seasons of our liturgical calendar come and go, and the focus of our lives 
changes as quickly as the focus of each service of worship we enjoy together at 
Greenwood, it is the constant blessing of all those who participate in the ministries 
of this church to be re-inspired, blessed and consecrated in Christian mission as a 
church family.  As all of our choirs, soloists and instrumentalists prepare music to 

share in worship each week, we delight not only in the music 
and fellowship enjoyed by all, but also the fervent prayers 
continually offered that our music may serve to heighten 
reverence, foster prayer and draw the presence of the Holy Spirit more deeply into each 
of us as we gather to worship, study and reflect.  This is particularly felt as we prepare 
music for the fast approaching observances of Ash Wednesday, Lent, Holy Week and 
Easter.  We are also preparing for our annual Talent Show to be held on March 2 and 3, 
again under the expert direction of Rob Petrucci.  

Looking backward for a moment, I would like to remind us all of the wonderful Advent and Christmastide we 
enjoyed here at Greenwood, and offer due thanks and gratitude to all who made our celebration so special.  
Thank you to the members of our choirs whose hard work and dedication enabled the 
music of this Christmas season to touch our hearts and draw us into the presence of the 
Holy Spirit as we again celebrated Jesus’ birth.  Thank you to the large group of folks of 
all ages who joined us for our annual Christmas caroling bus trip around Warwick for a 
fun evening of Christmas cheer.  Thank you to all those who participated in our first 
annual pickup choir on Christmas Eve morning (nearly forty singers!), and all who 
contributed such beautiful music at both our morning and evening services of worship 
on Christmas Eve.   

Finally, a TREMENDOUS thank you to the nearly three hundred guests, more than sixty 
performers, ushers, accompanist, many chefs and decorators (and the Member Care 
Committee!) and everyone else who made our Christmas concert a rousing success.  Our spring concert will 
be held on Sunday, June 3 at 5:00 pm, featuring festival arrangements of favorite hymns paired with works of 

endelssohn and Vivaldi; mark your calendars and invite your friends! M
 

Blessings, 

John C. Black, Director of Music and Choirs, Organist 
Christian J. Black, Music Associate 

 
 
 ) 

 
 

39er’s FEBRUARY GATHERING 
 

Wednesday, February 21, at 11:30 a.m. 
Top of the Bay in Oakland Beach 

 
(Menu to be determined) 

 
Cost:  $17.00 

 
Program in Fellowship Hall at 1:30 P.M. 

 
Speaker Roberta Humble will speak about “Best unknown facts about RI.” 

If you need a ride or a reservation, please call Linda Gungle (828-7687). 
 

 
 
 
  

2018 PER CAPITA REMINDER FROM THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
As detailed in the December/January Fishermen’s News, every year all members of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) are asked to voluntarily contribute toward the administrative expenses of the governing 

bodies of our denomination via the “per capita apportionment.”  Each year the Stewardship Committee has 
encouraged us to use the Per Capita envelope in our boxes to specially designate a gift (based on the number 
of church members in the household) to help fund the administrative/ecclesiastical expenses of the Presbytery of 

Southern New England, the Synod of the Northeast and the PC(USA) General Assembly.   

Per Capita is no longer funded from the general treasury of Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian; 
what is received from members for this Special Offering is what is disbursed to the appropriate bodies.  In 

the Presbytery of Southern New England, the recommended 2018 Per Capita donation is $45.83 per 
individual member, of which $7.73 is designated for the General Assembly of the PC(USA), $4.10 for the 

Synod of the Northeast, and the remaining $34.00 for the Presbytery of Southern New England."- 
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MISSION COMMITTEE 

NEW MISSION OPPORTUNITY!  AGATHE CENTER FOR ENTREPRENEURSHIP IN BRATISLAVA, SLOVAKIA 
We will welcome Ralph and Bonnie Gatti for a new mission 
initiative on Sunday, February 18.  Ralph Gatti is the 
Executive Director of the Agathe Center for 
Entrepreneurship in Bratislava, Slovakia.  He and his wife 
live in Akron, Ohio and spend about 50% of their time in 
Bratislava.  Ralph’s forty years of business experience include 
eighteen years as the CEO of an automotive aftermarket 
products manufacturing company, and consultant to many 
businesses and non-profit organizations.  Ralph leads the 
overall training and mentoring efforts of Agathe, with a focus 
on getting business results for individual clients while assisting 

them in meeting professional and personal challenges.  The Agathe Center provides holistic support such as 
mentoring, coaching, training, etc. to existing and aspiring missional entrepreneurs in six Eastern European 
countries.  They believe businesses with the right intentions and practices can do great good for people and 
society, and see the Kingdom of God advancing through generations of missional enterprise practitioners who 
seek to let their light shine through their businesses into a world hungering and thirsting for righteousness and 
justice.  Find out more and help welcome our guests by coming to the potluck and presentation! 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING:  Since 1949 Presbyterians have joined with millions of 
other Christians to share God’s love with our neighbors in need around the world through 
the special mission offering of the One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS). This offering, 
traditionally collected during Lent, began in response to the devastation of World War II; 
during a Saturday evening nationwide radio broadcast, Americans were asked to “give 
generously” to the offering the next morning in their churches.  A remarkable variety of 
national leaders and celebrities gave their efforts to the broadcast, and more than 75,000 
churches responded.  This nationwide united effort by America’s Christians had an 
importance far beyond the practical goal of fundraising; this joint program strengthened 
the vitally important relief and rehabilitation work of the churches overseas, and proved to 
all the world the great power generated when Christians unite in a common cause. 

The Presbyterian Church (USA) uses funds received through OGHS to support disaster relief, 
refugee/immigration and development ministries throughout the world through the Presbyterian Hunger 
program, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance program and the Self Development of People program.  
Contributions to One Great Hour of Sharing make a huge impact on people’s lives.  Whether gifts take the form 
of immediate relief to people experiencing crisis, or partnerships with communities focused on long-term 
solutions to chronic problems, contributions are a powerful, tangible witness to Christ’s healing love.  

Portions of our offering to the One Great Hour of Sharing Program are also donated to other agencies we 
support who provide relief and assistance to those in need.  Please use the One Great Hour of Sharing 
Envelope provided in your box of offering envelopes, or the special One Great Hour of Sharing pew envelopes 
for your contributions.  Please look for more OGHS information in the weekly bulletins! 

Emmy Kmet, for the Mission Committee 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
As we make plans for 2018, we are provided with wonderful opportunities to reaffirm our faith, 
serve the Lord, and deepen our commitment to Christ.  As we begin February, we acknowledge 
Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent, a time of reflection and penitence leading up to Easter 
Sunday.  Each Christian is reminded of Geneses 3:19 -- “For dust you are and to dust you shall 
return.”  We encourage you to express your love in February through the act of serving the Lord 
through worship serving as a Lector, Greeter or an Acolyte.  When you volunteer, you will receive 
the opportunity of knowing, meeting, greeting and sharing the love of Christ with our entire 
worship family and witness our Greenwood Church families grow and flourish. 

There is no experience necessary to serve the Lord through Worship.  Training is available for 
all are interested in serving.  Please give me a call at my home at 738-0480 so we can discuss 
your interest in serving the Lord through worship. We are truly blessed and thank all our new 
and regular volunteers for their dedicated and continued support in serving our Lord.  Worship 
schedules are posted in Fellowship Hall and we encourage all to continue to sign up to serve 
the Lord.  I thank all our Deacons and Elders and ask that they continue to volunteer and sign 
up to serve the sacraments of Communion, honoring our Heavenly Father. 

Our Worship Committee meets weekly before and after the Sunday services, so if you have any 
suggestions and/or comments, Don, Steve and I would like to hear from you.  During the month 
of February, let us make a special commitment to express our love for Christ by being a faithful 
servant through our words and our actions.  May the peace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, always be 
with you and your loved ones.  See you Sunday! 

Sincerely in Christ, and for the Worship Committee 

Wayne A. Meunier 

Don Sorgel, Chairman, and Steve Parkinson 
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MEMBER CARE COMMITTEE 

The beginning of a new year, when many of us have formally or informally made resolutions to improve some 
aspect of our lives, is also a good time to remind ourselves of what it means to be a church member and to 
seek to carry out our ministry to the best of our ability. In the 2017-2018 edition of the Book of Order, Part II of 
the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (USA), section G-1.0304 The Ministry of Members describes the 
meaning of membership. 

Membership in the Church of Jesus Christ is a joy and a privilege. It is also a commitment to participate 
in Christ’s mission. A faithful member bears witness to God’s love and grace and promises to be 
involved responsibly in the ministry of Christ’s Church. Such involvement includes: 

• Proclaiming the good news in word and deed, 
• Taking part in the common life and worship of a congregation, 
• Lifting one another up in prayer, mutual concern, and active support, 
• Studying Scripture and the issues of Christian faith and life, 
• Supporting the ministry of the church through the giving of money, time, and talents, 
• Demonstrating a new quality of life within and through the church, 
• Responding to God’s activity in the world through service to others, 
• Living responsibly in the personal, family, vocational, political, cultural, and social 

relationships of life, 
• Working in the world for peace, justice, freedom, and human fulfillment, 
• Participating in the governing responsibilities of the church, and 
• Reviewing and evaluating regularly the integrity of one’s membership, and considering ways 

in which one’s participation in the worship and service of the church may be increased and 
made more meaningful. 

We are very grateful that so many of our Greenwood members fulfill these commitments as they 
participate in the worship and programs of the church and bear witness to their faith in their 
families, workplace, and communities. But like everything else in life, there 
is always room for improvement. As we begin 2018, perhaps we can each 
review this list and consider “ways in which our own participation in the 
worship and service of the church may be increased and made more 
meaningful.” Perhaps you could volunteer to share your musical talents, 

join a committee (the new committee chairs will be eager for new members), participate 
in or attend the Talent Show, volunteer to be a Greeter or Lector. Opportunities abound! 

Save the Date! On Sunday, February 18, join us for a brunch after the 10:30 worship service, co-sponsored 
by the Mission Committee who will have special guests (see the Mission Committee article). It’s just after 
Valentine’s Day, so our theme will be love, AGAPE; and we suggest bringing food that reminds you of a 
special person in your life, bringing his or her favorite treat or using a recipe you got from that special person.   

Elaine Magyar, Chair, Member Care Committee 

Member Care Committee: Elaine Magyar, Jeffrey Plouffe, Harry Curran, Sheila Curran, Sue Desmond, David 
Dickerman, Nancy Dickerman, Linda Martin, Joan-Sandra McKnight, Bonnie Readett, Doris Safford, Cathy 
Schobel, Betty Stacey, and Carol Sullivan.   

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Sherry Phillips   2/1 Richard Arling  2/11 Helen Hausman  2/17 
Donald Baker    2/2 Nancy Dickerman  2/11 Katie Demers  2/20 
Abigail Porcaro 2/4 Hannah Clark  2/12 Martha Beard   2/21 
Patricia Charpentier 2/5 Jay Martins  2/12 Elaine Magyar  2/21 
Cathy Schobel  2/7 Andrea Souza  2/13 Mandy-Lynn Phillips 2/27 

          Fred Fairbairn Summers  2/8 Amanda David  2/16 
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NEWS FROM THE PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

2018 is here! So many wonderful and enjoyable activities happened in 2017 that we are 
bound to experience the same in 2018.  We continue with Circle meetings and would love 
to have you join us, Picasso Quilters making sleeping bags, “Gifts of the Heart” Health kit 
collections soon to begin (please watch the bulletin for details), adding to our ‘collection 
boxes’, and committee members planning and organizing future activities. Do watch for 
information of the Spring Gathering April 3rd as well as our May Breakfast May 5th.   

As we look forward we first need to look back and let the Program Committee know how 
grateful we are for the varied and interesting programs they set up for the Gatherings.  
Likewise we thank the caterer for the Christmas Dinner along with the wonderful help from 
‘our’ men plating, serving, and cleaning up the tasty meal.  The Narragansett Choral from 
Rocky Hill School sang beautifully and the readings, done mostly by committee members, 
certainly set the tone for the holidays.  Ways and Means along with ‘Oval’ IX created a Mini-
Bazaar and Silent Auction netting us @ $1200 for our mission support.  Last but not least, we 
are thankful to all in our church family who continue to support and join us at our activities! 

May your 2018 year be the best year ever!  Happy Valentine’s Day! 

G G G Artena Fairbairn for Presbyterian Women  G G G 

“A circle of strength, founded on faith” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘ROUND IN CIRCLES FOR FEBRUARY 
 
Circle I meets Tuesday, February 27, 1:00 p.m. 

Circle II meets Tuesday, February 13, 12 noon.   

Circle III meets Tuesday, February 13, 7:00 p.m.  

Circle IV meets Tuesday, February 13, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Circle V will meet Tuesday, February 13 at noon 
for a bag lunch then break into small groups to visit 
shut-ins. 
Circle VII will meet Tuesday, February 13, 6:00 

ergarten room. p.m. in the kind
 Circle VIII (Picasso Quilters) will meet in 

Fellowship Hall at 1:00 p.m. on February 6 and 20 
to make sleeping bags for the homeless.   

  
Oval IX – No planned meeting. 
 

 
If you have any questions about circles, please call Angie D’Albora at 884-8631.  Circle Notes are distributed 

monthly at Circle meetings and are also available in the narthex. 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Don’t forget our ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE OF 
WORSHIP FEBRUARY 14, 7:00 P.M.  How appropriate 
Ash Wednesday falls on Valentine’s Day, as the 
season of Lent calls us to a season of special 
meditation, remembrance and reflection upon the 
great LOVE of God so vividly demonstrated in the 
suffering and passion of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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- - - - - - - -~~~ NOTES RECEIVED ~~~- - - - - - -
 
Dear Greenwood Church, 

I would like to thank Eric and Evelyn Robinson for their 
recent visit and for bring the flowers which I loved. They 
lasted a very long time. 

God Bless you all, Evelyn Rae 

(From a recent phone call) To all my dear friends at 
Greenwood Church, 

Sending my love to you all and wishing everyone a very 
Happy New Year! 

I love you, Nancy Merritt  

To all at Greenwood Church, 

Christmas blessings to all at Greenwood.  The best to 
you in the New Year. 

George and Joan Gardiner 

Dear Greenwood Church, 

Thank you to all of you at Greenwood Church for the 
flowers, cards and your prayers during my November 
and December trips to the hospital. 

Thanks again, Linda Gungle 

Dear Greenwood Community Church, 

I would like to take this opportunity to say a very special 
“thank you” to all of you for the wonderful gifts, cards, 
cookies, kindness and generosity shown to me over this 
past Christmas season. I am filled with great joy to have 
you as a part of my day here at the office. I enjoy 
working for Pastor Clark and with all other staff here at 
Greenwood.  Thanks again and Happy New Year!   

Blessings, Carol Castergine 

Dear Greenwood Community Church, 

Thanks to all who have come to my aid in the past two 
and a half months.  The support and caring do NOT go 
unnoticed, and is deeply appreciated.  The cards of good 
cheer and the rides to the store and to church were most 
welcome.  I am glad to be able to worship and to do 
work again.  God is good! 

Love in Christ, Bonnie Readett 

Dear Greenwood Community Church, 

My name is Cindy and I am currently a sophomore at 
Brown University studying biochemistry and molecular 
biology.  I have been a member of Reformed University 
Fellowship (RUF) for the past two years.  I would like to 
thank you for your contributing to this ministry; it enables 
the ministry to support students on the Brown, RISD and 
JWU campuses. 

Thanks to your support, I have received so many 
blessings from RUF throughout these past two years.  
From friends with whom I can pray to messages that I 
have heard during conferences and large gatherings, my 
spiritual life has grown significantly upon coming to 
college.  In particular this past semester I have attended 
RUF’s Fall conference and there – and throughout the 
rest of the past semester – I have thought and struggled 
with allowing Christ into parts of my life that I am 
reluctant to surrender to Him.  He has constantly 
reminded me of the abundance of love that he has for 
me and, ultimately, that He has a plan for me.  This has 
definitely encouraged me throughout the difficult times 
that I’ve had throughout the semester. 

Again, thank you for the support and love that you have 
shown this ministry.  I am incredible grateful to be a part 
of this loving group. 

Sincerely, Cindy Won 

(A note from Lisa Brown, the Rhode Island coordinator for Operation 
Christmas Child, a project supported by our King’s Kids and our 
American Heritage Girls.  Slightly edited for space.) 

Dear Friends and family, 
I write this email with praises for all that the Lord has 
done in Rhode Island and in our nation this year with 
Operation Christmas Child (OCC).  Many of you know 
that we sent over 12,000 shoeboxes from Rhode Island 
this year, to the ends of the earth.  That is a record 
number of shoeboxes for RI my friends, and it so excites 
me to see what GOD is doing with this amazing ministry! 
Part of my excitement over all of this stems from the 
Great Commission.  When we read in Matthew about 
going into all the world, and sharing the gospel with all 
the nations, I will freely confess I want to be a part of 
that. It sounds both awesome and amazing.  But, I don't 
think I have ever really had the "tool" to make that 
happen.  I realized this year, that this is the reason that I 
love OCC so much. It gives me opportunity to do what 
Jesus has asked me to do, in a real, viable way. I am 
fulfilling the Great Commission! I can be rather 
passionate about that at times. :) 
I praise the Lord for an invitation I have received to be a 
bigger part of the next step. I have been invited to go on 
a shoebox distribution! On April 25, I will leave RI and 
join a team to travel to Kiev, Ukraine to go and help 
distribute shoeboxes to children in the region there.  The 
trip lasts for a total of eight days, and I am looking 
forward with excitement and anticipation as to what the 
Lord will show me there. I know full well I will return 
home with a renewed passion and energy for shoebox 
packing, to the ends of the earth! 
I would like to ask you to partner with me in one or two 
ways. I obviously need prayer partners as I begin this 
journey, and for the trip itself.  If you would be willing to 
be one of my prayer partners for this trip, will you please 
just email me back and let me know that. I will put you 
on my list, and send out specific prayer concerns as I 
know them. I have also been asked to raise the funds for 
this trip through Samaritan's Purse. They have set up a 
web page where you can go, and donate funds online, 
toward my trip. Since Samaritan's Purse is a 501 C, all 
of your donation is totally tax deductible, and you will 
receive a receipt from them for tax purposes. 
https://fundraise.samaritanspurse.org/fundraiser/1228711 
I do covet your prayers EVEN if you don't feel as if you 
can commit to either of these things. God continues to 
work in RI, and across the world in this God-fearing 
organization, and HE is doing great and mighty things 
through OCC. Praise His Holy Name!  (: 
Thank you so much for your prayerful consideration, and 
may God Bless you richly in 2018 and beyond.   
Love, Lisa 
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