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Transformed by Love 
 
Prayer 

Lord, we pray, “Your will be done,” but so often we ignore your will and do what 

pleases our sinful natures instead. Give us the desire to love others as you have loved 

us. Make us willing stewards who give of ourselves as you gave yourself. Let the love 

that you have put within us be eager to expend itself in service to you as we love others 

through our labor on their behalf. Through Christ we pray. Amen. 

 

God First Loved Us   

In 1 John 4:19 we read, “We love because he first loved us.” Because God loved us so much that he 

would give his Son for us (John 3:16), we, too, can love. And just as Christ’s love for us led him to 

labor for us throughout his passion, his death, and his victorious resurrection, so we, too, are prompted 

by our love for him and others to labor.  

 “God is love” (1 John 4:16), the Apostle John asserts. God’s nature is love, and all God does is 

motivated by love. Despite what we are, despite what we’ve done, God loves us. It is God, the maker 

of Heaven and Earth, who sent his only Son, Jesus, from the glories of heaven to rescue us from sin 

and death. Apart from God, we cannot truly love. Conversely, if we do not love, we are not of God. 

“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and 

knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love” (1 John 4:7-8). 

1. According to 1 John 4:10, what is love? 

2. Read 1 John 5:1-3. 

a. How are you “born of God”? (See also John 3:3-8)  

b. Can you love God without loving others? 

 

Love Prompts Our Labor 
God’s love is not mere sentimentality, nor should ours be 

such. Filled with God’s love, we learn to love like Jesus (1 

John 4:10-11). God lavishes us with love, and that love 

naturally flows out of us into others. Real love is expressed 

through action, first in labors of love to fellow believers and 

then to our neighbors. Love transforms our motivations, as 

we delight in God and obey out of love and gratitude. God 

calls us to “be imitators of God, as beloved children. And 

walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a 

fragrant offering and sacrifice to God” (Ephesians 5:1-2)). 

We want to imitate God and walk in love because Jesus paid 

the ultimate price to call us his own. Paul exhorts his readers in Galatians 6:10, “So then, as we have 



opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith.”  

3. Read 1 John 4:11-12. Because God loves you, what are you expected to do? 

4. According to 2 Corinthians 5:14-15, what does the love of Christ cause you to do? 

The greatest commandment was stated by Jesus: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second 

is like it: you shall love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:37).  Then he illustrated for us what 

this love in action looks like through his telling of the Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:30-37). 

5. Read Luke 10:30-37. 

a. Why is it especially disturbing that the priest and the Levite passed by the beaten man? 

b. Why is it so significant that it was a Samaritan who stopped to help the victim? In what specific 

ways did the Samaritan show love to the victim? 

c. What do you learn from this parable about how God expects you to love your neighbor? 

6. Read 2 John 6. How do we show love to God? 

7. Both the apostles John and James give us practical counsel on how we are to show love for others. 

What acts are suggested by the following references? 

a. James 2:1-4 – 

b. James 2:14-17 – 

c. 1 John 3:16-18 – 

The Apostle Paul speaks to the attitude of love that should accompany our acts of love.  

8. Read 1 Thessalonians 2:7-9. 

a. Describe the attitude Paul and his partners in the Gospel displayed toward those among whom 

they labored. 

b. In what two ways did they show their love to the Thessalonians? 

9. Read 1 John 2:15-17. How does love for the world prompt improper action? 

 

Love Motivates Our Gratitude   
Love came down from Heaven to us in the incarnate 

Christ. Because of his love for us, our Father gave his 

only Son, who, through his death, destroyed death. He, 

who became one of us so that he could atone for our sins, 

has suffered for us and is therefore able to help us through 

our earthly trials (Hebrews 2:14-18). Certainly, as we 

consider what his love has brought about for us, we can 

have no response but humble gratitude. 

In Ephesians 1:11-14, Paul tells his readers that we are 

chosen by God to believe in him and “be to the praise of 

his glory.” As believers, the Ephesians had been sealed 

and set apart for God. 

10. According to Ephesians 1:15-16, what motivates Paul to give thanks to God? 

 



Application for the Steward 
The giving of ourselves and all we have – our time, our gifts, our money – is a meaningful way to 

show our love and gratitude to God for all he has done for us through his Son, our Savior Jesus. His 

love for us prompts us to acts of love in response. 

11. Read 2 Corinthians 9:6-9. 

a. According to verse 6, how should you give? 

b. How is such an attitude possible? 

12. Read 2 Corinthians 9:10-12. What things will happen as you give generously? 

13. Read 1 John 3:17-18. How will God’s love in you be seen? 

Christian stewardship should never be occasional or sporadic activities, but rather a steady and 

increasing outflow that shares God’s love in us with others. Jesus said, “Freely you have received, 

freely give” (Matthew 10:8 NIV). By grace, our giving, helping, and serving are joyful expressions of 

gratitude motivated by love because of what God has given to us and done for us. God’s great love for 

us prompts us to act in words and deeds that bring him glory, serve his people, and enlarge his Church. 

 

Prayer 
Gracious Lord, how we thank you for your Indescribable Gift! Your love motivated you 

to act on our behalf. Because of your great love for us, we learn to love others and that 

love prompts our action as well. Lord, we pray that, as we grow in grace through your 

Holy Word and Sacraments, our love for you, expressed through loving acts toward 

others, would attract others to God who is love. To that end, may you receive all glory 

and honor and praise. Through Christ we pray. Amen. 
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