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Transformed by Grace 
 
Prayer 

Heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, we come to you in awe for who you 

are and all that you’ve done for us. Thank you for your grace that makes all things 

possible.  By your grace, use us through our serving, witnessing, and giving, so that we 

can be about extending your kingdom and giving you praise. Bless our study as we 

focus on your gift of grace to us. In Jesus’ precious name we pray. Amen.  

 

Introduction 
Grace is not just a prayer at mealtime or a lovely name 

for a girl. Grace is a foundational pillar of our faith and 

understanding grace is essential for us as God’s people. 

God’s grace is not something we deserve or have 

earned. Grace is a gift that we don’t warrant. Grace is 

not ours to earn; it is God’s to give. Because we are 

sinful people incapable of doing anything in our helpless 

state, we are in need of God’s grace. God chose us to be 

his by his grace in spite of our sins. We don’t deserve 

God’s love and mercy, but, by his grace, he gives us all 

things. Grace changes everything. All that we are and 

have are evidences of God’s grace at work in our lives. Knowing that both our physical and redeemed 

lives are gifts from God, we thank, serve, and praise him. 

An accepted definition of grace is as follows: “God’s free and undeserved favor toward sinful 

humanity is demonstrated in Christ’s work of redemption. It is an unearned and undeserved gift, a 

weighty teaching for Paul”. 

God’s grace was costly to Jesus.  

 It was Jesus who was stricken and afflicted by God. 

 It was Jesus who was wounded for our transgressions and crushed for our iniquities. 

 It was Jesus who bore the punishment that brought us peace (Isaiah 53:4-5). 

 It was Jesus who carried out God’s gracious will toward us who were dead in sin (Ephesians 

2:1). Because of his great mercy God, through his only beloved Son, made us “alive together 

with Christ” (Ephesians 2:4). 

Because of God’s grace which made us new creations (2 Corinthians 5:17), we can serve, witness, 

give, and do the work of the Lord. It is God’s grace that gives us power to do our best in doing his will. 

God’s rich supply of grace is our power source. God not only forgives and saves us, but he also gives 

us strength for service to him. By ourselves, we are powerless. In our humanity, we are weak and 

foolish. God pours out his grace on us because he loves us, calls us, and gives us his work to do and 



the desire to do it! “But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift” 

(Ephesians 4:7). 

The Apostle Paul wrote “I can do all things through him who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13). 

When we abide in the Lord, we have the same strength that Paul had so we can do our best in service 

to the Lord. If the connection to Jesus is ever broken, our source of strength is severed. When we 

remain in Jesus, we share Christ’s power because he dwells in us. “I have been crucified with Christ. It 

is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in 

the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me” (Galatians 2:20). 

In this study, the encouragement to do our best is made with the understanding that what we do is 

always in response to what God has already done and through his power at work in us. Our 

stewardship does not originate with what we do for God. We love because God first loved. We give 

because God first gave. We speak because God first spoke. It is God who does the initiating. All that 

we are and have are because of God’s grace. We are sinners who don’t deserve what God does for us. 

Because of grace, we have new lives in him (Romans 

6:4). Through faith, we willingly serve the Lord with our 

whole hearts and minds out of gratitude for who God is 

and what he has done for us. Paul encourages us to 

demonstrate our gratitude in faithful obedience and 

action. “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the 

mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 

sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 

spiritual worship” (Romans 12:1).   

 

Questions for Discussion 
1. Why is grace so important to Christians? 

2. Why can you say that grace has been the basis for our relationship with God from the very 

beginning of creation?  

3. In the 12
th

 through the 25
th

 chapters of Genesis, we read about Abram (Abraham) to whom God 

gave his Covenant. Where do you see God’s grace working in Abraham’s life? 

4. Why can we say that God’s grace is not reserved for good people? Any examples? 

5. In the final 13 chapters of Genesis, we read about Joseph who was one of the 12 sons of Jacob. 

Where do we see God’s grace working in Joseph’s life? 

6. As sinners, we all fall short of the glory of God. Read Romans 5:15. Through God’s grace, we have 

been redeemed. Define grace by completing the following acronym. 

G __________ R __________ A __________ C ___________ E ___________ 

7. Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-7. What did the Macedonians do and how were they able to do it? 

8. Read Ephesians 2:4-5, 8-10. What does God’s grace in Jesus do for you? 

9. Rev. James Ryle, founder of Truth Works Ministry, wrote, “Grace is the empowering presence of 

God enabling you to be who he created you to be, and to do what he has called you to do.” It has 

been written that “God’s grace gives us the desire and the power to do his will.” What do these two 

quotes mean for your life? 

10. Read Acts 20:24. Through God’s grace, Paul served the Lord with his whole heart and mind. What 

task did God give Paul that he now gives to you? How does your life show that this task is 

important to you? 



 

11. Read Titus 2:11-12. What does God grace enable you to do? 

12. Grace has two sides. It is something to be received. It is something to be extended. Is grace easier 

to give or to receive? 

13. Read John 1:14. What does it mean to be “full of grace and truth?”  

14. Read Luke 15:11-32. Did the younger son receive what he deserved from his father? Why is this 

story of a restored relationship a great story of grace for you and me? 

15. Explain the connection between (and order of) grace, faith, and works? 

 

Prayer 
Dear good and gracious heavenly Father, thank you for your wonderful gift of grace. 

Open our eyes and hearts to see your grace continually at work in our lives. Help us to 

receive your grace and to show grace to others. In your precious name we pray. Amen. 
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Transformed by 
Grace, Faith and Love 

Bible Study One Answer Guide 
 

Bible Study 1: “Transformed by Grace” 
1. Because all that we are and have are gifts given to us by God’s grace. By grace, God loves us and has forgiven us. We have done 

nothing to deserve his grace. In fact, we are most undeserving of his grace. Through faith, we understand how important God’s 
grace is to us. 

2. By grace, God created the world and made mankind the masterpiece of his creation. God was not forced to create the world. He 
created us out of his grace and love. We were created in God’s image. Almost immediately this image was lost because of the fall 
into sin. We were doomed to death and hell. By grace, God sent his Son into the world to atone for our sins and reconcile us with 
God. Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, we are made righteous through Jesus’ blood allowing us to approach our heavenly 
Father. 

3. By grace, Abraham was both wealthy financially and spiritually. By grace, God changed Abraham from a pagan idolater to a man of 
faith. Even though both he and his wife Sarah were well past child-bearing age, God blessed them with their son, Isaac. Through 
Abraham, God made a Covenant that promised that through his descendants a Savior would be born. 

4. First of all, “There is no one who does good, not even one” (Psalm 14:3b). Obviously, grace is for all, for we all have “sinned and 
fallen short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). All of us are sinners saved by grace. Example: me! 

5. God’s grace kept Joseph’s brothers from killing him. God’s grace put him in a position to interpret dreams that gave him the 
recognition and the opportunity to be elevated to the second highest position of leadership below the Pharaoh of Egypt. God’s grace 
gave Joseph faith and great wisdom. Through the account of Joseph’s life, Scripture says, “The Lord was with Joseph.” 

6. God’s Riches at Christ’s Expense 

7. 2 Corinthians 8:1-7. The Apostle Paul tells us that they were empowered to give by the grace of God. In their distress, they gave 
generously to the needy Christians in Jerusalem, having first given themselves to God. Paul uses the giving of the Macedonians as 
an example to encourage the people in Corinth to give. 

8. Ephesians 2:4-5, 8-10. In spite of our trespasses, God lifts us up and rescues us. By grace, we are saved. And we are saved to do 
the works God has prepared for us to do. 

9. Personal response. God’s grace not only saves us, but it empowers us to become the people that God wants us to be. By grace, we 
understand God’s will through his Word, and we are enabled to follow his will and even delight in it and accomplish his purposes for 
us. 

10. Acts 20:24. To testify or share the Gospel. Personal response. 

11. Titus 2:11-12. God’s grace enables and trains us to renounce ungodly living and worldly passions and to live self-controlled, upright 
and godly lives. 

12. Through faith, we have open hearts willing to receive God’s grace, and we are able to see God’s grace at work in our lives. After 
receiving grace, we can extend it to others. As new creations in Christ, we seek God’s grace. It is likely that most of us receive 
grace better than giving it.  

13. John 1:14. Grace is God’s generous mercy toward undeserving people. God’s free and underserved favor toward sinful humanity is 
demonstrated in Christ’s work of redemption. God’s Word is truth so we know all that he has promised will be fulfilled. 

14. Luke 15:11-32. The prodigal son was underserving to be welcomed back by his father, but his father extended his grace and 
heartily welcomed his son home. In the same way, our heavenly Father continually extends his arms to encourage and welcome us 
his sinful, wayward children, home. 

15. Grace comes before faith, and by grace, God gives us faith. Through faith and in grateful response to God’s grace, we do good 
works. 
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