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NOVEMBER 2017
“Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.”
I Thessalonians 5:18
Dear Members and Friends,
Included below are some of the many thank you notes (this is just a sampling, we don’t have
room for all of them … also, to save space, paragraph breaks are left out!) received from agencies
supported by our Board of Deacons through your special offerings to the Deacon
Fund, all financial donations are hand-delivered to the agencies by our Deacons.
Such notes are received throughout the year but aren’t always included in
Fishermen’s News (to my chagrin, I realized it’s been four years since we’ve last done so!) As a
related reminder, soon you will find in the pews the Holiday Food Basket Envelopes
for contributions to help purchase food baskets for the needy in our area, and please
see article on page 4 regarding another way to contribute. The Deacon’s annual Holiday Basket ministry
(distributed to Warwick area needy at Thanksgiving and Christmas, and sometimes at Easter) is one of the relatively unsung
but immensely well-received services of Greenwood Church … thanks for your continued generous support!
(Please see the back of the Veni Emmanuel cover flyer for the pictures that usually adorn this front page.)
Stephen L. Clark, Pastor
Dear Friends on the Board of Deacons, Habitat for Humanity of West
Bay and Northern Rhode Island, Inc., cannot thank you enough for
your September 30, 2017 donation of $200. Thank you so much for
thinking of us!! Habitat for Humanity International is a nonprofit,
ecumenical Christian housing ministry that partners with people in your
community – and around the world – to help them build or improve a
place they can call home. With the help of generous donors and
Habitat for Humanity volunteers, Habitat homeowners achieve the
stability and self-reliance they need to build a better life for themselves
and their families. Thanks to your support, we are building better lives,
and because of their Habitat homes, families are healthier, safer and
more independent. We are grateful for your partnership as we pursue
our shared goal of providing deserving families with simple, decent and
affordable housing; thank you again for your generosity! If you have
questions about our work and mission, please call our office, or visit us
at www.habitatriwestbay.org. Sincerely, Debra Stacey, Secretary
Dear Ms. Algozino, We are grateful to the Board of Deacons for their
generous gift of $200 received October 13, 2017. Your support
strengthens our core mission of helping people help themselves. As
the days become shorter and the temperatures roll into another brisk
New England Fall, we read ourselves who will walk through the doors
of Amos House seeking assistance, nourishment and warmth. Your
caring support and partnership have become essential to our efforts.
Here at Amos House, we operate the largest soup kitchen in Rhode
Island, serving as many as eight hundred meals nearly every day. We
offer innovative job training with our culinary and
carpentry/maintenance programs, providing men and women the
opportunity to live stable, self-sufficient lives. Our Mother-Child
Reunification Center and Fatherhood Initiative offer a second chance
for families working toward rebuilding their relationships. Your caring
support is essential in continuing our outreach. Thank you again for
believing in our mission and helping us to continue our work with hope
and enthusiasm. We are truly grateful to you for partnering with us to
make the programs and services here at Amos House possible.
Sincerely, Jessica Salter, Director of Development
Dear Friends, (a hand-written note) The residents of Tanner House
and the board members of Shelter Services are all very grateful for
you, the Board of Deacons, for your generous donation of $200.
Thank, thank you, for your faithful support for our home. Fond regards,
Kitty Channell,, for Shelter Services, Inc.
(Thank you notes received from the Providence Rescue
Mission, McCauley Ministries, the Salvation Army and the
House of Hope were omitted due to space limitations)

Dear Ms. Algozino, Please express our thanks to the Deacons of the
Greenwood Community Church for their generous donation of $200 to
support the work of the Elizabeth Buffum Chace Center. This donation
will be used to continue the work of the Center, helping us to provide
families with safety, support and an opportunity for a violence-free
future. For the past 38 years, the EBC Center has worked with
children who have witnessed violence in their homes, elders who are
being abused by their spouses, children and grandchildren, victims
who are navigating a challenging legal system and families who had to
flee from their homes. We offer safe shelter, transitional housing,
family therapy, counseling, support groups and court advocacy. All of
our services are provided at no cost to the client and are dependent on
the donations that we receive. Your generous gift will help us to make
a difference in the lives of victims of domestic violence and sexual
abuse with whom we work each year. Thank you for your concern and
your continued support of the work we do. Sincerely, Judith S., Earle,
Executive Director
Dear Ms. Algozino, I am writing to thank you and the Board of
Deacons of Greenwood Community Church for your generous donation
of $200 to The Kent Center for Human and Organizational
Development. [It is apparent that} Greenwood Community Church’s
valiant mission is to administer to individuals in distress both within and
beyond its community of faith. Your Board’s gift demonstrates its
commitment to improving the quality of life for Rhode Island residents
with behavioral and emotional difficulties and helps to provide
programs that promote mental wellness. On behalf of all of us here at
the Kent Center, thank you for your generous support. It is due to the
generosity of organizations such as yours that we can continue our
efforts to help Rhode Island residents struggling with mental illness
each year. With gratitude, Daniel Kubas-Meyer, President and CEO
(and a hand-written note) Dear Monika, I am writing to express
gratitude to you and the Deacons for your continued support of the
Kent Center’s efforts. It means so much to our staff and our clients!
Thank you. With appreciation, Sarah Channing, Development Director.
(1edited to combine 4 letters, two from each signatory,) Dear Deacons
of the Greenwood Church, Thank you very much for your donations
to Westbay Community Action, $200 for the Marketplace and $200 for
the RSVP program. Westbay Marketplace typically serves more than
5,000 households and distributes more than 100 tons of food each
year. RSVP offers a large network of opportunities were volunteers
can teach, learn and serve as important resources in the community.
We are proud to be Kent County’s only multi-service agency serving
the basic needs of Kent County residents and helping families achieve
greater self-sufficiency to improve their lives. Sincerely, Paul Salera,
President and Tanisha Simpson, Associate Director

PRESENTS

Veni
Emmanuel
Sunday, December 10, 2017, 5:00 p.m.
Greenwood Community Church
805 Main Avenue, Warwick, RI

John C. Black, Director
Christian J. Black, Accompanist

L to R, top to bottom – Combined 29Eleven and Chancel choir; Steve Parkinson installation; youth Work Day at Budlong’s; King’s Kids outing; Davids; me (I don’t know what
I’m doing); Pumpkin Carving fun, at Budlong’s; Linda Martin grandchild’s first pumpkin; Allysa, Keegan, Tess, Madelyn receiving Bibles, Keegan & Ben; Majeika greeters;
Don; Dick Collins and grandson Brandon; choir; Evelyn (or is it Juliette?) acolyte; Ginny with Operation Christmas Child boxes; Henri Snyman (and me); part of the Youth
Choir; a small part of the All Church Work Day crowd (over thirty took part!); Steve and Eric, Cindy and Gabi at Budlong’s, Janet Swanson and family at Pumpkin Carving.

MUSIC PROGRAM
Dear friends,
We are quickly approaching what is perhaps the busiest time in the life of our Greenwood Church family, and
all of our musicians are actively engaged in bringing vibrancy and energy to our ministry of music. Our six
choirs and ever abundant soloists and instrumentalists continue to sharpen their gifts in rehearsal and offer
their finest songs of praise in worship each week, and the month of November will be no exception to our
continued offerings of wide-ranging presentations of music.
On November 5, our youngest singers in the Children’s Choir will present the
lively song “I Will Sing of the Mercies of the Lord Forever” as their first offering
in worship this year. It is such a delight working with these children each
Sunday following the 10:30 service of worship, and we always welcome
children age three through third grade to join us for our time of music and
fellowship. The following week, one of our handbell choirs will ring “Be Thou
My Vision” during the introit, as this ensemble continues to offer handbell
anthems one Sunday each month in worship. Our other handbell choir rings in
worship every-other-week to enhance our congregational hymns with beautiful bell descants.
We are so grateful to our volunteer musicians who so faithfully and capably present music in worship each
week and commit to our full rehearsal schedule. We also enjoy welcoming professional guest musicians to join
our volunteers in creating a beautiful worship experience. On Thanksgiving Sunday, November 19, we will
welcome Rhode Island Philharmonic violist Consuelo Sherba to our 10:30 service of worship. Mrs. Sherba
has an extensive professional résumé, including her current work as Artistic Director of the acclaimed Aurea
Ensemble, and brings extraordinary virtuosity and musicality to her playing. She will offer solo repertoire,
provide accompaniment to our Thanksgiving hymns and accompany our Chancel Choir in a
beautiful arrangement of “For the Beauty of the Earth.” We are very excited for this
collaboration, which promises to create a lovely and dynamic worship experience.
Looking further ahead, we are drawing near to our special festival Hanging of the Greens
service of worship December 3, which will again include presentations from all of our choirs.
Also, don’t miss our Christmas concert, “Veni Emmanuel” on Sunday, December 10 at
5:00 p.m. This will certainly be a special afternoon; seeing the many members of our music
program join together to move our spirits into the Advent season is always such a special
treat. Mark your calendar and invite friends and neighbors!
Please join all of our musicians in praying that each note we sing is sealed heavenward as prayer and praise to
God. To Him alone be the glory, now and always.
Blessings,
/s/ John
John C. Black, Director of Music and Choirs, Organist
Christian J. Black, Music Associate

WORSHIP COMMITTEE
As the month of November approaches we should be focusing on giving thanks to the Lord for
His love and blessings that have been bestowed upon us. Please think about thanking the
Lord by extending acts of kindness to those who are less fortunate and/or by taking an active
role in worship. There are numerous opportunities available in our church where you can take
an active role in various charitable programs and/or worship.
We continue with two services of worship in November (9:00 and 10:30 a.m.); the next Sunday
with a single service of worship (10:30) will be December 3. This is a great opportunity to
volunteer and take part in our worship services with many opportunities available for Lectors,
Greeters and Acolytes. Make it a point to volunteer and take an active role in our worship
services and/or our many charitable programs that will help others. When you volunteer, you
will receive the opportunity of knowing, meeting, greeting and sharing the love of Christ with
our entire worship family and witness our Greenwood Church families grow and flourish.
As we serve the Lord and thank Him for our many blessings, our Worship Committee will
actively offer opportunities for you to take an active role through Worship on a weekly basis.
There is no experience needed to volunteer for any of these positions and training is available.
If you are interested please call me (Wayne) at my home at 738-0480 or email me at
fopawam@verizon.net and I can discuss your interest in serving the Lord through Worship or
any of our other charitable programs that will help others.
We are blessed and thank all our new and regular volunteers for their dedicated and
continued support in serving our Lord. Worship schedules are posted in Fellowship Hall and
we encourage all to continue to sign up to serve the Lord. I thank our Deacons and Elders
and ask that they continue to volunteer and sign up to serve the Lord through serving the
sacrament of Communion.
Our Worship Committee meets weekly before and after the Sunday services, so if you have any suggestions
and or comments, we would love to hear from you. Please, make time for your spiritual nourishment by
actively serving through worship and or our charitable programs. God Bless and see you there!
For The Worship Committee, Wayne A. Meunier
(Don Sorgel, Chairman, Stephen Parkinson)
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THIS MONTH IN CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
christianed@gccp.org
Virginia Jacobs, Joann Rudolph, Kristine Swanson
NEWS FROM THE SUNDAY SCHOOL -- We are counting our blessings this November. We are grateful for
our faithful teachers, eager students and supportive families.
Thank you to all who baked and purchased goodies at our October Bake Sales. Our efforts and your
generosity resulted in a donation of $556.41 ($155 more than last year!). We are
thankful to the Mission Committee for donating an additional $143.59 to make our total
donation $700 to Serving Orphans Worldwide.
Sunday, October 22, we celebrated Christian Education Sunday, commissioning
twenty-three teachers and youth leaders and presenting Bibles to four third grade
students. Congratulations to Keegan Carson, Alyssa Jones, Tess Ruhren and
Madelyn Sullivan!
All Sunday School students will participate in a special Thanksgiving presentation during the 9:00 am worship
service November 19. Please plan to be in attendance as we sing praises and count our many blessings!
Please mark your calendars for our next ALL CHURCH WORSHIP at 10:30
December 3. This is the first Sunday of Advent and the Hanging of the
Greens. There will be Sunday School for all ages at 9:00, and a Potluck
luncheon with the ever popular Advent Wreath Workshop will follow worship.
Supplies and evergreen branches will be provided so that you can make an
Advent Wreath for your home.

ADULT EDUCATION CLASS CONTINUES WITH
THIS CHANGED EVERYTHING: 500 YEARS OF THE REFORMATION
2017 marks the 500th anniversary of the beginning of the Protestant Reformation. On October 31, 1517, an
obscure German monk named Martin Luther published 95 theses for debate in Wittenberg, Germany. Little did
he know this act would ignite a revolution that would reshape the Christian church and change Western
civilization forever (October 31, 1517, is dubbed by noted church historian Martin Marty as “THE DAY THAT CHANGED THE WORLD”).
In anticipation of this anniversary, the Christian History Institute produced a groundbreaking 3-hour
documentary series which premiered on PBS last December. Narrated by British actor David Suchet, the
program tells the dynamic story of the people, places, and events that shaped the Reformation. It features
expert commentary from over twenty five scholars and clergy from a wide range of theological and
denominational traditions who bring fresh insight into how the church came to be where it is today and where it
may go in the future. THIS CHANGED EVERYTHING celebrates the fruits of the Reformation while grappling with
difficult questions about the legacy of division. JOIN US FOR VIEWING, STUDY AND DISCUSSION OF THIS VIDEO
PROGRAM AND RELATED MATERIALS IN THE CHURCH PARLOR EACH SUNDAY MORNING, 9:00 AM!

NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR OF FAMILY MINISTRIES:
Calling All Youth Grades 2-6 !!
You are invited to King’s Kids!
Sundays, 5:00-7:00
Children in grades 2-6 are encouraged to join us and bring a friend. They will love all the activities we have
planned. “Operation Christmas Child“ is our annual mission project; we ask you to please start collecting items
that will fit into a gift shoebox which will be given to children around the world. Join our Facebook page “Kings
Kids Greenwood” for more details and all the updates!
CHURCH FAMILY DINNER: Wednesdays, 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. The goal of this group is to provide midweek
fellowship for individuals or families who may like to have dinner with other members of our church family for
support, encouragement, company, prayer, etc. Come join us every week or just once in a while. Bring your
own food to eat or plan to share with a friend..
PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT CONTINUES NOVEMBER 3!
Parents, bring your children to spend a fun Friday night with us from 6:00–9:00 p.m. Plan on
this the first Friday of each month (except December and May)! We will enjoy fellowship,
games, movies and fun together! The program is directed by DFM Virginia Jacobs who will
be assisted by other adults and teens from 29 Eleven who have completed our Child
Protection training. Drop the kids off and head to a movie, dinner or just a little quiet time
knowing the kids are having a great time and parents can relax before the weekend!
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29ELEVEN YOUTH MINISTRIES
The fall has been a busy and happy season for Greenwood’s youth
ministries. The past several weeks have yielded a regular attendance at
youth group higher than I can remember since I was a youth in eighth grade!
It has been a joy to see such abundant life in our youth group, and many of
you may have seen their continued involvement in the Greenwood
community, from participation at our recent church work day to assistance in
worship. The Lord has given us a delightful community of youth and committed leaders, and
we look forward to what else the Lord has in store for us this fall! We will continue meeting
regularly at 6 PM on Sundays until the second Sunday of December, besides November 12; as
that night will be our recovery night from the youth fall retreat at Camp Aldersgate!
Our recent Young Adult Ministries program has also continued to thrive. This group meets at 7 PM every
other Saturday, doing a Bible study one week and some sort of fellowship event the other. If you know of any
who may be interested, feel free to ask me for further information; we have a well-mixed variety of church
backgrounds, ages, and gender, which has made for a joyful and faith-sharpening community.
I would also like to add a personal note of gratitude that may be of interest to my Greenwood family; this past
Sunday (October 22) in a special meeting of the session, it was approved for me to pursue ordination through
the PC(USA). Session will recommend to the Committee on Preparation for Ministry (CPM) of the Presbytery
of Southern New England that I be enrolled as an Inquirer, the first step of the PC(USA) ordination process.
This signals the “official” beginning of my journey to enter pastoral ministry – though I have felt this is a journey
I have long been on, this is the first official step. I am continually grateful to be part of a home congregation
that has constantly inspired me towards, supported me in, and encouraged me on this endeavor, and I’m
grateful to minister among you as I prepare for the future the Lord has in store!
Respectfully submitted,
Stephen Clark, Ministry Intern
FROM THE BOARD OF DEACONS AND 29 ELEVEN YOUTH MINISTRIES:
Due to the overwhelmingly positive response these past four years, the Board of Deacons and
the 29Eleven Youth Ministries are once again asking you to please consider ordering STOP AND
SHOP ® grocery gift cards (order forms have been in the bulletin inserts during October, are available in the
narthex, and will be sent to our congregational email list!). In so doing, you may have the option of making
something of a 105% donation of your cash contribution! STOP AND SHOP ® offers a 5%
return/reimbursement of the total cash value of gift cards as their charitable donation to qualifying
organizations, which we would then in turn apply to the 29Eleven Youth Ministries Summer
Mission Trip Fund. We would like to offer the following THREE OPTIONS for your consideration:
OPTION 1:

DONATION OF ONE OR MORE $10 GIFT CARDS FOR DEACONS’ HOLIDAY FOOD BASKETS.
The Deacons will be preparing Holiday Food Baskets for the needy for
disbursement in November and December. Fifty baskets each were
prepared for Thanksgiving and Christmas distribution in years past; we
hope to at least match that in 2017. A $10 STOP AND SHOP ® grocery gift
card is included in each basket to enable the recipient to buy a turkey or
some other main course. If you would like to purchase one or more $10 gift
card(s) for donation to the Deacons for this purpose, that would be most
welcome AND Stop and Shop would reimburse 5% of the total cash value of
your purchase for the 29Eleven Summer Mission Trip!

OPTION 2:

DONATION OF ONE OR MORE GIFT CARDS OF $10, $50 OR $100 FOR THE DEACONS TO USE FOR
EMERGENCY RELIEF AT THEIR DISCRETION FOR THOSE IN NEED.
The Deacons are often made aware of situations of crisis and/or emergency
need among members of our congregation, people in the community and/or
through the various agencies we support. STOP & SHOP ® grocery gift cards
can be a source of great blessing and help for such people, and are
wonderfully convenient to have on hand if the need is imminent. If you would
like to purchase one or more cards of $10, $50 or $100 value for the Deacons
to distribute at their discretion to those in need, Stop & Shop would again
reimburse an additional 5% of the total cash value of your purchase for the
29Eleven Summer Mission Trip!

OPTION 3:

PURCHASE ONE OR MORE GIFT CARDS OF $10, $50 OR $100 FOR PERSONAL USE.
Although this would not qualify as a charitable donation on your part, you nevertheless could
support 29 Eleven Youth Ministries by purchasing STOP AND SHOP ® grocery gift cards for your
own personal use … after all, since we all have to buy groceries and other assorted necessities
for our everyday living, why not allow your grocery purchases to benefit a most worthy cause?
STOP AND SHOP ® will still return a charitable contribution of 5% of the total cash value of your
gift card purchase for the 29Eleven Mission Trip!
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION!
Eric McNeely, Board of Deacons Moderator (and a 29Eleven advisor)
Stephen Clark, Ministry Intern (and a former Deacon)
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MISSION COMMITTEE
ORPHAN SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12: There will be a potluck luncheon after the second service to benefit
Serving Orphans Worldwide (SOW). There will also be an informational table in Fellowship Hall about how you
can help orphans locally. On Orphan Sunday, Christians are reminded of God’s call to stand for the orphan
(Isaiah 1:17). We are called to defend and care for the child who has no family, and/or to visit and pray for
orphans in their distress. All around the world, too many orphans are hungry, homeless, voiceless, without
hope, and without love. From SOW -- “We realize that while we may not be able to bring every orphan into our homes, we can
work diligently to better the living conditions in which so many orphaned children are found today."
CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE: This Christmas Season the Mission Committee is again
partnering with Westbay Community Action and The Kent Center to provide gifts to
children receiving services from these agencies. Please check the weekly bulletin for
information about when gift requests will be available. This is a great opportunity to make
a less fortunate child’s Christmas so much brighter!
PLEASE NOTE: The dates of the next Perspectives on the World Christian Movement class have
changed to January 18, 2018, beginning with an orientation session, and the class will end May 18,. The class
will meet every Thursday evening from 6:30 – 9:30 pm at Christian Hill Community Church in West
Warwick. For more information, please contact Todd Hampson at either 401-749-3949 (todd@hampson.us),
or anyone on the Mission Committee. Please let us know if you may need help to defray the cost.
PERSPECTIVES FROM THE “PERSPECTIVES” COURSE: “Multiply – Only living things multiply. God has formed the Church
as a living thing, to represent His Son’s character and to reproduce His Spirit’s fruit in every part of the world. As God announced from
the beginning, the way to fill the earth is to multiply.”
The Mission Committee: Emmy Kmet, Michael Snyman, Deb Stacey, Jon Farnsworth, Hannah Clark, Patti
Parkinson, Marilyn Jacobs, Amy Monahan, Shelley Monahan and Wilma Swanson

MEMBER CARE COMMITTEE
In November, we celebrate Thanksgiving and thank the Lord for all the gifts, both
material and spiritual, we have received. Among these is the gift of being part of the
Greenwood Church family. We are truly blessed to be part of a congregation that seeks
to “glorify God and enjoy Him forever.” Each of us is an integral member of Christ’s
body, the church, and we can all contribute in our own ways to help others on their
spiritual journeys. Some members have special gifts that they share as choir members,
musicians, lectors, and even preachers, but it wouldn’t be much of a worship experience
if the only ones present were the preacher, the lector, and the musicians. When we
come to church on Sunday and join in congregational prayer, singing, and all the other
parts of the worship service, a chorus of voices joins in thanks and praise. We feel confident raising our voices
in song because we are joined by so many others. In the same way, knowing that we are part of something
much bigger may inspire us to find ways to increase our sharing of our other gifts.
There are so many good things happening at Greenwood. We are blessed with a
wonderful staff that continues to build our programs, whether outreach to families,
youth, young adults, seniors, or those in need in our community and around the
world. Our music program is just amazing. It enhances our worship experience
and provides another form of outreach to our community. Most of all, we have
wonderful members (and friends) who year after year give of their time to make
our church work so well. They teach in the Sunday School, fix things that are
broken, make sleeping bags for the homeless, visit shut-ins, send cards and
notes, make sure you have coffee and goodies and a place to sit and chat at
coffee hour, and…..the list goes on and on. Just look around you any Sunday, read the rest of this issue of
Fishermen’s News, or the list of activities in the Sunday bulletin. Sometimes I think that everyone at
Greenwood is part of the Member Care Committee, because you do just that, care for one another.
November 11 is Veteran’s Day—yet another thing to be thankful for, the many men and women
who have served or are now serving to defend and protect our nation. How will you celebrate
this holiday? Maybe you could seek out a friend or neighbor who has served our country and
personally say thank you. Perhaps you could drop a card or note to a veteran that you do not
regularly see or to someone currently serving in the military.
One of the roles of our Committee is to encourage church members to join together in Christian fellowship.
Even if you missed the fun-filled pumpkin carving and soup and sandwich potluck on October 21, I hope you
had a chance to admire the spectacular spooky jack-o-lanterns displayed in Fellowship Hall on the 22nd. As we
look forward to December, many more opportunities for fellowship will present themselves! We hope to see
you there. If you need transportation, let us know.
POTLUCK LUNCHEON: On the first Sunday in Advent, December 3, after the 10:30
service (only one worship service that day). Join us we share the food we prepare from God’s
bounty with thanks for the many gifts and blessings He has given us. Right after lunch, for
those who want to make a family Advent wreath, materials and instructions will be available.
Be sure to sign up in advance so we have sufficient materials.
The Member Care Committee: Elaine Magyar, Harry Curran, Walter Sullivan, Sheila Curran, Carol Sullivan,
David Dickerman, Nancy Dickerman, Paula Johnson, Linda Martin, Joan-Sandra McKnight, Jeff Plouffe,
Bonnie Readett, Doris Safford, Cathy Schobel, Betty Stacey, and Cheryl Bullock
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REFLECTIONS ON THE CAMINO DE SANTIAGO, by Emmy Kmet
My guiding scripture was Psalm 119:105: “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.
On our fourth night on The Way, after we were beaten-up physically and mentally from climbing over the Pyrenees, we
were fortunate to stay at the Albergue Parroquial in Zabaldika, attached to the 13th century Iglesia San Esteban. The
albergue (hostel) was run by the delightful sisters of the convent that is attached to the church. During that evening’s
Pilgrim prayer and reflection meeting, the sisters handed out The Beatitudes of the Pilgrim to set our hearts and minds on
the true reason some of us were called on this journey. These Beatitudes are:
I. Blessed are you, pilgrim, if you discover that the ”camino” opens your eyes to what is not seen.
II. Blessed are you, pilgrim, if what concerns you most is not to arrive, as to arrive with others.
III. Blessed are you, pilgrim, when you contemplate the “camino” and discover it is full of names and dawns.
IV. Blessed are you, pilgrim, because you have discovered that the authentic “camino” begins when it is completed.
V. Blessed are you, pilgrim, if your knapsack is emptying of things and your heart does not know where to hang up so many feelings and
emotions.
VI. Blessed are you, pilgrim, if you discover that one step back to help another is more valuable than a hundred forward without seeing what is
at your side.
VII. Blessed are you, pilgrim, when you don’t have words to give thanks for everything that surprises you at every twist and turn of the way.
VIII. Blessed are you, pilgrim, if you search for the truth and make of the “camino” a life and of your life a “way” in search of the one who is the
Way, the Truth and the Life.
IX. Blessed are you, pilgrim, if on the way you meet yourself and gift yourself with time, without rushing, so as not to disregard the image in
your heart.
X. Blessed are you, pilgrim, if you discover that the “camino” holds a lot of silence; and the silence of prayer; and the prayer of meeting with
the Father who is waiting for you.
The Camino Francis is a well-defined trail, sometimes just wide enough for one person, sometimes along the side of the
road and at times wide enough to be its own road. Pilgrims follow the yellow arrow markings devised in 1984 by Don
Elias Valiña Sampedro, a visionary priest from O Cebreiro who was determined to revive the route called the French Way.
Today thousands of pilgrims of all ages and nationalities
follow his yellow arrows to Santiago every year. The Way
is rarely flat. There were only a few days between Burgos
and Leon, on the Tierra de Campos when the path was
relatively flat. Otherwise the path ranged from gentle up
and down slopes to inclines and declines so steep it felt
as if we were climbing up and down pitched roofs.
Although the world grew up around the Camino, the path
th
th
century journey through some
follows the 11 to 16
small rural villages that haven’t changed much at all.
Everyone who is walking or riding bikes on the Way becomes your Camino family. We all
seemed to feel that we were a community set apart from everyday life. This sense of
community began from day one in Saint John Pied de Port. Everyone greeted each other
on the path, or towns and villages with “Hola” and/or “Buenos Dias” and “Buen Camino”.
Many of the local people would greet us in this same manner. Pilgrims wove in and out
of each other’s journey. We would walk with other pilgrims or meet them for several
nights in a row in various albergues. Then they, or we, would either speed up or slow
down the pace. We thought we wouldn’t see them again, and then they would show up
again either days or weeks later. Some we had met in the beginning, showed up at the
end, in Santiago! We though we lost Iko (a large brown and white dog) and Tina from
Holland only to meet them again in Muxia. There were pilgrims from the European
countries who began their walk from their country, such as Austria, Poland or Ireland. We met a few pilgrims who walked
to Santiago and were walking back home. They appeared to have a profound sense of peace.
Pilgrims primarily stay overnight in albergues. Albergues were an interesting mix of hospitality. Men and women shared
the same room. There are basic municipals with 50 - 90 beds in one room (the cheapest). There were private albergues,
often operated by families or pilgrims who had walked one or more of the Caminos and wanted to help their fellow
pilgrims. The rooms in the private albergues were smaller and more comfortable (and slightly more expensive). Usually
we were in bunk beds, with Jazmine on top and me on the bottom. It was a rare treat to have a single flat bed. Most
albergues provided a three-course pilgrim meal consisting of a first plate, second plate, dessert, bread, water and all the
vino tinto (red wine) we wanted. Many made the same meal for everyone (with an option for vegetarians) and in others
there were choices. The local foods and wines were a delight. Fine wines from the Rioja region that rival Bordeaux
France. Fresh goat cheese, thick soups, various sausages like chorizo, Serrano ham, locally grown vegetables, freshly
caught fish, roasted lamb or chicken, etc. and finishing with flan or Tarte de Santiago (almond cake). The foods were
designed to refuel and revive pilgrims after walking many miles every day (we averaged thirteen miles per day; many
others walked much further each day). It never ceased to amaze that one could arrive exhausted in the late afternoon
and be renewed and ready to go again the next morning. Isaiah 40:31?
The churches ranged from tiny one room chapels with two dozen seats to large cathedrals in Burgos, Leon and Santiago;
again, all dating back to the middle ages, and all very much alive and thriving. We were fortunate to be allowed to sit in
the pews while a men’s choir rehearsed in the balcony of a 12th century church in a medieval village, located right next
door to our albergue. In another town, Rabanal del Camino, a small group of Benedictine monks from Bavaria revived the
monastery and held vespers every night for pilgrims.
I especially want to thank everyone who supported and encouraged this pilgrimage, and the many who appreciated my
Facebook posts and pictures. With the funds provided by the Mission Committee, I blessed the albergues that operated
on a donation basis and a few other worthy endeavors along the Way. I’m sure Jim Ruegg and Eric McNeely would agree
that this is an adventure like no other. One steps out of ordinary life and into a journey that millions of pilgrims have
followed since medieval times. There are actually nineteen different Camino routes, all ending in one place, the Cathedral
of Santiago de Compostela, where Jesus’ brother, James the Just, is interred.
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NEWS FROM PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Thankful. November is traditionally a time where we reflect on the things that we are
grateful for. We Presbyterian Women are most thankful for the support we receive from our
church family. We appreciate the school kit items that were donated and helped us
surpass our goal so quickly this year. We appreciate the donations for the Blanket Sunday
drive which will help so many people in need. We are truly thankful.
All women of Greenwood Church are invited to the Presbyterian
Women’s Annual Christmas Gathering on Tuesday, December 5 at
5:00 PM in Fellowship Hall. Tickets ($12.00 each) will be available at November Circle
meetings, in Fellowship Hall between services all Sundays in November and in the
church office. The dinner will be catered by Blue Moon Catering; choices are Roast
Pork (gluten free) or Stuffed Chicken Breast. Deadline to purchase tickets is Sunday,
November 26. The program for the evening will feature the “Narragansett Sound”
Choral Ensemble from the Rocky Hill Upper School, under the direction of Emily
Serotta. Please remember to bring paper goods and non-perishable food items for our
local community agencies and unwrapped gifts for children (infant through teenager) for
Warwick Boys and Girls Clubs and JONAH. As always, we invite all women to consider joining us. We also
thank all of you for supporting us and our efforts.
“A circle of strength, founded on faith”
Artena Fairbairn for Presbyterian Women

‘ROUND IN CIRCLES FOR NOVEMBER
Circle I Tuesday, November 21, 1:00 p.m. in the church parlor, for Lesson III of “A Cloud of Witnesses.”
Circle II Tuesday, November 14 in the church parlor at noon for a sharing time. Programs vary.
Circle III 6:15 – 7:15 p.m. Tuesday, November 14 in Fellowship Hall. All interested women, men, youth and
children are invited. We will learn about the Rhode Island Giant Map as well as walk on the map and have
a brief Circle Meeting following the experience. Please wear or bring socks as shoes and/ or bare feet are
not allowed on the 16’ x 24’ RI Giant Map.
Circle IV Tuesday, November 14, in the church parlor at 7:00 p.m. to work on Christmas projects.
Circle V Tuesday, November 14, at noon. We will be working on crafts and visiting our shut-in members.
Circle VII will meet Tuesday, November 14, at 6:00 p.m. in the Kindergarten classroom to make Christmas
crafts for our Christmas mini-bazaar.
Circle VIII (Picasso Quilters) No meetings for the months of November and December.
If you have any questions, please call Circle Coordinator Angie D’Albora at 884-8631

39er’s NOVEMBER GATHERING
Wednesday, November 15, at 11:30 a.m.
Top of the Bay in Oakland Beach
Menu
Choice of Black Angus Burger, Fish & Chips,
Veal Parmesan Sandwich or Veggie Roll-up
with soup, coffee or tea, & dessert
Cost: $17.00
Program in Fellowship Hall at 1:30 P.M.
Jim Ruegg or Eric McNeely will share with us their 1 million steps through
the Pyrenees in northern Spain
If you need a ride or reservation, please call Linda Gungle at 828-7687.
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~ CAUGHT IN THE NET ~~~
HOSPITALIZED since the last issue: Karen Baxter, Kent County; Lois-Bell Crankshaw and Walter Budlong, Miriam
SYMPATHY is extended to: The family of Virginia (“Ginny”) Mae Cole Arling, who passed away October 5.

- - - - - - -~~~ NOTES RECEIVED ~~~- - - - - - Dear friends of Greenwood Church,

Dear Greenwood Friends,

I want to thank Pastor Clark for visiting me during my brief
stay at Miriam Hospital. The pneumonia resolved quickly,
and I was able to be discharged in two days. The Chancel
flowers Pastor Clark brought continue to brighten my
kitchen. With appreciation and love,

I yelled, “I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!”, Really! …..right out
of bed in the middle of the night. We’ve had a lot of
laughs about that, but not my broken arm! All of your
wonderful cards and calls have made me feel so much
better. Thank you to Patti Parkinson for the church flowers
(that I was supposed to be delivering to a shut-in). Thank
you for your calls and prayers. I’m so grateful for this
wonderful Church family.

Jerianne Berman
Dear Church Family,

Evelyn Robinson

I would like to thank Wayne Meunier for visiting with
meand bringing the chancel flowers. The flowers were
beautiful and our visit was lovely. Thank you all for
thinking of me.
Evelyn Rae

The Rev. Dr. James Glenn, chaplain to the clergy of the
Presbytery of Southern New England, held a three week
Bible study for local clergy in our parlor during October.
He sent the following --

Dear Greenwood Church Friends,

Dear Steve,

With love and gratitude,

Thank for your kindness and warm hospitality as you
opened Greenwood Church to the Clergy Bible Study.
Please let the Session know of the Presbytery’s
appreciation.

Carol Sullivan

Jim

Thank you all for your kind remembrances during my
difficulties. I am making progress each day, slow, but sure.

The following chain was initiated by email received from a
www.gccp.org contact; Evelyn Murray responded --

The following was received after the October 9 funeral
service for dearly departed church member Ginny Arling.
As some of you know, Ginny was one of eight children;
this touching tribute is from her sister, Judy Sawyer.

From: Gary McCarroll
Sent: Wednesday, October 18, 2017
To: Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian
Subject: Rev Richard S McCarroll

MY SISTER GINNY – MEMORIES

Hello, my name is Gary McCarroll and your first pastor
was my dad. I was just doing some reminiscing and
remembered Greenwood and wondered what you all have
been doing. I remember the church meeting in the white
Sunday school building which was all that was there in
1952 when I was eight years old. My dad went on to
become director for new church development for the
Board of National Missions of the Presbyterian Church in
New York City and he would be so proud of the
accomplishment that you have achieved with the beautiful
church you have become. May God remain with you all,
and thanks for the memories.

Ginny was seven years older than me – my big sister.
When I was three years old, she let me tag along with her
and friends, mostly because when she walked up the
street, I would yell, “Ninny, wait for me!” And – she did!
Ginny would read children’s stories to me and taught me
nursery rhymes, which I can still recite. She helped me
memorize Bible verses for Sunday School so I could win a
prize. When we were a little older, Ginny got a bicycle
and let me ride on the back with her. She also taught me
how to ride the bike and later she gave the bike to me.
During World War II, we were a large family living in
Providence, Rhode Island. Ginny had a job on Saturdays
delivering groceries to people ordering from the First
National Store; she hauled a red wagon around the city
blocks. Ginny always took me with her and gave me a
nickel out of her fifty cents pay.

Hi Gary,
Pastor Clark mentioned your email at our Session meeting
tonight. I have been involved with the church since Day
One. My parents were charter members, and my father
was the first Clerk of Session. Your Dad stayed at our
home a night or two when he was interviewing and getting
settled in as our Pastor. The white Sunday School
building you referenced is now our Fellowship Hall, the
sanctuary is above it, and there are two wings on either
side. I remember Rev McCarroll so well; was your Mom
Mary? For some reason, that name sticks in my mind. I
know much later in life Rev McCarroll's wife was Allison.
We had several anniversary dinners; I'm sure he attended
at least one. Strange - I am now on the Session, as is
another female more your age (I'm five years older than
you); her maiden name was Elaine Stedman, and she is
now our Clerk of Session. We would love to hear any
more memories you care to share.

Most of all, my Ginny and I shared a love for Jesus Christ,
our Savior. Ginny was a wonderful prayer warrior and
was faithful in her morning prayer time, devoted to pray for
all on her long prayer list. She loved her church activities
and performed them with joy. Her love was reflected in
her tremendous pride for her husband, two daughters,
granddaughter and four great-grandchildren.
Our weekly phone calls were full of our mutual love for
Christ. We shared the Bible, praises from the Lord and
prayers for each other. When Ginny was blinded in one
eye, it was a very difficult time for her, but her faith and
trust helped her adjust. Often during our calls we would
reminisce about the “good old days.” I will never forget
the fun we had laughing together.

Thanks so much for reaching out to us.

The last evening of her life, I called her not knowing it was
our final goodbye. It had to be divine intervention; she
passed away peacefully the next morning. She is now
with the Jesus she loved and worshipped. When it is my
turn to go to heaven, she will be waiting for me, because I
know in my heart she will hear me calling –

Evelyn Howard Murray
Hi, and yes, Mary was his wife and they adopted me in
1952, so I was not with them when they were with you.
But I do recall visits there. Mary passed on in the sixties
and he later married Allison. They moved to the
Presbyterian retirement home in central New Jersey, from
where they have since gone to be with the Lord. I so
appreciate being able to see what you all have done.

“Ninny, wait for me!”
I write this with Love and Sadness,
Judy

Thanks! Gary McConnell
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Matthew Parkinson 11/03
Richard Collins 11/06
Christian Black 11/07
Stephanie Nelson 11/07
Brennan Mattis 11/09
Judy Berry 11/11
Corey Carpenter 11/11
Christopher Nazareth 11/11
Lynn Perfetto 11/11
Ashley Schwegler 11/14

Doreen Harrop 11/15
William Taylor 11/17
Madison Nolan 11/18
Elizabeth Mason 11/18
Chris Sullivan 11/18
Logan Carson 11/19
Lynda Baker 11/20
Amy Monahan 11/20
Caitlin Donnelly 11/21
Edward Dailey 11/22

Linda Cornwall 11/23
Trey Budlong-Springer 11/23
Bill Stock 11/26
Kathleen Morin 11/28
Linda Overton 11/28
Cameron Lindia 11/29
Henry Ruppenthall III 11/29
Arden Kramer 11/30
Ralph Matteson 11/30
Lolly Morse 11/30

DEADLINE December / January FISHERMEN’S NEWS is November 12!
Please leave articles in the church office or e-mail to ccastergine@gccp.org
(Please include Fishermen’s News in the Subject line.)
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