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Dear Members and Friends, 

As I write this Tuesday after Memorial Day, May is not quite over, but as the pictures below (and on page 2) attest, it has 
been another wonderfully eventful month of activity, selfless volunteerism, good fellowship and pleasant memories in the 
life and ministry of the Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian!  Thanks to all who so generously supported the May 
Breakfast May 6 with your help and participation, a MOST well attended affair that had our parking lot jammed for hours!  
May 7 we enjoyed a wonderfully full and jam-packed 10:30 worship service which included the baptisms of four, 
including a father and daughter (Michael and Laura Whaley, Olivia Vicente, and Shayna Rosario).  May 9, I enjoyed fellowship, good 

food and discussion with Circle II before dashing off with Hannah to drive Stephen to Logan Airport for 
his mission adventure in Dubai.  On May 20 approximately thirty hardworking and selfless volunteers 
showed up for the All Church Work Day to give of their time and energy to sweep, scrape, scrub, paint 
(inside and out, and in some high and precarious places!), polish, prune, vacuum and haul trash (THANK YOU Building 
& Grounds chair Jay David, along with Lisa, Nicole & Akeelah David; Sam, Vera, Samantha & Janet Koldyk; Brandon Phillips, 
Luke Donovan, Tom Harrop, Joann Rudolph, Wayne Meunier, Dick Collins, Jon Farnsworth, Steve Ruscito, Sue Desmond, Bill 
Cheney, Evelyn Murray, Kitty Channell, Eric Muenier, Hannah & Steve Clark, Jim Ruegg, Eric & Mary Jane Milner, Sherry 
Phillips … I hope I didn’t miss anyone!).  Thanks again to the Rev. Dr. James Glenn (beloved pastor of the Dunn’s 
Corners Presbyterian Church in Westerly for over 25 years, now in semi-retirement serving the Presbytery as clergy liaison) for 

so adequately filling the pulpit May 21, as I enjoyed watching my daughter graduate from the University of Rhode Island 
(Lydia started her new job the next day as an intake specialist/receptionist for a Providence law firm working to secure benefits for disabled 
veterans); that same evening I also enjoyed a pleasant but poignant visit with Marjorie Platt … the next morning, May 22, 
she moved to Connecticut to be closer to her daughters (new address: Saybrook at Haddam, 1556 Saybrook Road, Apt. 252, Haddam, 
CT 06438).  Mrs. Platt has been a very faithful Greenwood member nearly sixty-four years; on June 7, 1953 she and her 
husband (Lloyd departed this life January 1983) became the 376th & 377th members to join our church.  May 26, I was privileged 
to give the invocation and take part in our American Heritage Girls Awards Ceremony (and dinner!).  Sunday, May 28, 
began our summer schedule (one worship service, 9:30 a.m.) with a wonderfully full, worshipful and enjoyable Youth Sunday, 
featuring presentations by the Sunday School, youth fellowships, youth choirs and instrumentalists, as well as inspiring 
words of testimony and song from graduating senior Alexandra Petrucci … and later that day the pews were full again, 
as well over 200 enjoyed a MOST awe-inspiring, immensely worshipful and beautifully thrilling “God Bless America” 
concert by the Greenwood Concert Choir, accompanied by our superb musicians, soloists, youth and bell choirs.  It was 
a magical evening which brought tears to our eyes, thrills to our hearts, and all of us to our feet in thunderous applause ... 
The entire Sunday, May 28 was a remarkably memorable day in the life of Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian!  

Mark your calendars for the All-Church Family Picnic June 11 … I hope to see many of you of all ages at the Masonic 
Park for this delightful annual event.   Have an enjoyable, full and blessed summer! Stephen L. Clark, Pastor 

 

L to R, top to bottom: May 7 worship sign, 
Greenwood Concert Choir, Steve at his 

temporary home in the tallest building in the 
world, Shayna’s baptism, AHG trooper, Vera & 
Samantha at Work Day, Angie and Deb at May 
Breakfast, Circle V visiting/reuniting Marj Platt, 

Elsa Ashton and Mabel Fuller before Marj’s 
move, SS Youth Sunday, & group “selfie” 



PASTORAL POST SCRIPT — GCCP HOLY LAND TRIP IS A GO! 

Excerpt from the March 2017 Fishermen’s News:  “Please know a GREENWOOD COMMUNITY CHURCH TRIP TO THE HOLY 
LAND is in the works which will make for an EXTRA special Lenten season for some in 2018!  This is open to any 
and all who wish to come; we are planning to depart Boston’s Logan airport Sunday evening, February 18, 2018 
(Lent begins February 14 in 2018) flying direct to Tel Aviv via Israel’s EL AL Airline, returning to Logan February 27 (so 

we’ll only have to miss one Sunday of worship at Greenwood!).  This is designed to coordinate (for the most part) with the school 
vacation calendar.  Some have been asking to do this as a church for several years now, and it looks like the 

dream is becoming a reality!  In many ways February is an ideal time to travel to Israel (Ann and I honeymooned there in 
February 1990!), as the weather is most agreeable and it isn’t the “prime” tourist season.  Many more details to come!  
FYI, an anonymous donation of $5000 was received a while ago to start a Holy Land Fund; donations to this fund 

will help make the trip more affordable for those who may not be able to come otherwise.  Mark your calendars!”   
 ”!which means, “Next year in Jerusalem … ”לשנה הבאה בירושלים“

 

IT IS NOW OFFICIAL; WE ARE GOING TO THE HOLY LAND!  The dates have changed slightly from what was 
originally proposed (WE ARE NOW DEPARTING FEBRUARY 20, RETURNING MARCH 1), and we were able to secure 
an excellent price (almost $1,400 LESS per person than what was originally proposed to us!) with an experienced agency 
(Pilgrim Tours, with whom I traveled in 2005, and who has been doing this for over three decades!) and direct air travel to Tel 
Aviv via Israel’s magnificent EL AL Airlines … and YOU are invited to come!   The cost breakdown: 

$981 – Group Air Contract from BOS, MA (Including current air taxes/fuel surcharges/airport transfers) 
$1,565 - Land Tour Package (Early Booking Discount of $100 given if signed up by August 20th) 
$98.00 - Israel Gratuities 
$2, 644 - Total package per person cost (I suggest rounding off to $2,700; $2,600 if booked early) 
Air Flights Quoted: 

LY #16,          20FEB,           BOS-TLV,      Depart 9:00pm / Arrive 2:55pm (21FEB) 
LY #15,          01MAR,          TLV-BOS,      Depart 12:05am / Arrive 5:30am 

Our agent has reserved a block of 25 seats with EL AL; I already have at least eleven who have expressed 
keen interest in going.  I HEARTILY encourage you to consider this adventure; I promise it’ll be one of the 
most memorable (if not THE most memorable) trips of your lifetime!  Detailed brochures will be coming shortly; in 
the meantime, mark your calendars, let me know if you are interested, and you can check out a detailed trip 
itinerary at Pilgrim Tours’ website … see  http://www.pilgrimtours.com/israel-tours/best-of-israel-10.html 

ALSO … as mentioned above, an anonymous donor has given $5,000 to establish a Holy Land Trip Fund.  
The purpose is two-fold:  (1) If you would like to make it possible/affordable for someone, and/or if you cannot 
go but would like to see someone else benefit from this opportunity, please consider donating to this fund … 
just mark your gift “Holy Land Trip Fund” and put it in the offering. (2) If you would like to go on this adventure, but 
are in financial straits that make it difficult to afford, please let me know; this fund is to help people like you!    

http://www.pilgrimtours.com/israel-tours/best-of-israel-10.html


THIS MONTH IN CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
christianed@gccp.org  

 
Virginia Jacobs, Joann Rudolph, Kristine Swanson, Sandra Olson  

 
NEWS FROM THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 

The Sunday School program has had another year filled with God's Word, mission 
projects, special presentations and sharing in Christian fellowship.  We want to 
extend our warmest sincere thanks to the teachers who faithfully prepare lessons 
and craft projects, decorate bulletin boards and lead our young people in special 
presentations throughout the year, and to the volunteers who faithfully watch over 
the little ones in the crib room each week.  Thank you for sharing your time and 
talents.  We so appreciate all that you do!  All your contributions 
were so evident throughout the magnificent Youth Sunday worship 
service May 28!  Thank you to all who took part in the many 
presentations of the morning, and especially to graduating senior 

Alexandra Petrucci for her inspiring and heart-warming message in word and song … Alex, 
we wish you well as you head off to Curry College next fall; you’ll be missed!   

A special thank you is also extended to Angie, Eric, Jay, Kitty and Christian who all play an 
important role in leading our worship time each Sunday morning.  And last, but not least, 
thank you parents, grandparents and our church family for your support of the Sunday School 
and for your generous participation in our mission projects.  And as we look forward to 
September, know we always welcome new volunteers as teachers, volunteers and Christian 
Education Committee members … expert Bible knowledge is not needed, just a love for God 
and His Word and His children.  If you are interested or have any questions, please 

 

see us! 

Please remember Eric McNeely and our Ministry Intern Stephen Clark in your prayers this 
summer as they embark on mission adventures of their own (Steve is half-way through his summer mission in Dubai 
and Eric leaves May 30 to walk the Camino pilgrimage in France and Spain) AND as they continue to work with our young 
people this summer; the 29Eleven Youth Fellowship will leave for their summer mission three weeks after 
Steve’s return and three DAYS after Eric’s return!  Steve and Eric have provided engaging, enjoyable and 
inspiring leadership to all our young people throughout the year, especially with the senior high students 
and the 29Eleven teens.  We wish them well as they continue to follow God’s leading in their lives. 

We hope to see everyone at the annual Church Picnic June 11 (12 noon – 5:00 P.M.) at the Masonic Park on 
Long Street and at Vacation Bible School beginning July 31.  Please join us when Sunday School classes 
resume RALLY DAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2017! 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joann Rudolph and Kristine Swanson, 
Sunday School Co-superintendents 

 
  

The last PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT is June 2!  Parents, bring your children to spend 
a fun Friday night with us from 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.; this will be the last Parents’ Night 
Out before the summer break!  We will enjoy fellowship, games, movies and fun 
together.  The program is directed by DFM Virginia Jacobs who is assisted by other 
adults, as well as teens from 29Eleven, who have completed our child protection 
training.  Drop your children off and head to a movie, dinner or just a little relaxation 
before the weekend knowing the kids are having a great time! 

 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
Monday - Friday, July 31 – August 4; 9:00 AM  -  12 noon 

Ages 4 - entering grade 6; $10/child ~$15/family  
(“Camperships” are available if needed.) 

(Registration forms are available in Fellowship Hall!) 
Please join us July 30 - August 4 for a “virtual” trip to Peru!  On the way, we will see how God gives us 
comfort, patience, peace, love and joy.  Each day will include a gathering time, music, awesome crafts, 

games and a Bible lesson.  We will have a special presentation for the entire church during worship 
Sunday, August 6.  If you would like to volunteer to help, see Lisa David.  Can’t wait to travel with you! 
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WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 
As the month of June approaches we are planning for our single service worship schedule 
that applies June through August at 9:30 a.m. each Sunday.  This is a great opportunity to 
join in worship with our entire Greenwood Church family all at one service.  Make it a point 
to worship with our entire congregation at this one service and get to know, meet and greet 
our entire worship family and witness our Greenwood Church families grow and flourish.  As 
we serve the Lord and thank Him for our many blessings, our Worship Committee will 
actively offer opportunities for you to take an active role in our services of worship.  The 
volunteer positions available on a weekly basis are:  Lectors, Greeters and Acolytes (ideal 
for younger members of our church).  There is no experience needed to volunteer for any of 
these positions and training is available.  If you are interested please call me (Wayne) at my 
home at 738-0480 or email me at fopawam@verizon.net and I can discuss your interest and 
get you started in serving.  We are blessed and thank all our volunteers for their dedicated 
and continued support in serving our Lord.  Worship Schedules are posted in Fellowship Hall 
and we encourage all to continue to sign up to serve.  I thank our Deacons and Elders and 
ask that they continue to volunteer and sign up to serve communion.  Make time for your 
spiritual nourishment by actively serving through worship.  See you there!  

                     Wayne A. Meunier, for the Worship Committee 
 
 

MUSIC PROGRAM 
Dear friends, 

Memorial Day weekend was full of beautiful music and inspirational worship at Greenwood.  We 
enjoyed Youth Sunday, a lovely-as-always morning showcasing our wonderful ministries for 
children and teens.  Our Youth Choir (grades 2-8) sang “I Love to Tell the Story,” and were joined 
by our Children’s Choir (pre-k through grade 2) in singing “Praise Him, Praise Him, All Ye Little 
Children.”  We also enjoyed hearing two pieces from the 29Eleven Youth Fellowship, “Lord I Lift 
Your Name On High” and “Amazing Grace Alleluia,” both of which were beautifully sung and 
inspirationally delivered.  Worship closed with Mandy Phillips’ beautiful piano rendition of “Simple 

Gifts,” a lovely ending to our morning service.  In the afternoon, we again welcomed a full crowd to enjoy “God Bless 
America,” our spring concert.  A tremendous thanks is owed to all those who assisted in making the day so special; our 
wonderfully talented Concert Choir members, bell ringers, Children’s and Youth Choir singers, instrumentalists, 
accompanist Christian Black, the Member Care committee, our dedicated ushers/greeters, and many others too 
numerous to list by name.  This concert series, now having completed two full seasons, is a wonderful blessing to our 
congregation and community, and a FANTASTIC fundraiser for our Music Program.   

We are very excited for our third annual Summer Music Program, continuing the excellent music we enjoy in worship 
during July and August.  Once again we will offer an opportunity for first-time singers to join veterans of our music 

program in our weekly Summer Choir which will run for eight weeks, from July 2 through 
August 20.  This fun program requires no experience; simply join us in the Music Room at 
9:00 for a quick rehearsal to learn a familiar hymn.  During worship, singers will remain in the 
pews until the passing of the peace, and will then gather on the chancel steps to sing for the 
congregation.  You are welcome to join us any day(s) you wish – no commitment required! All 
ages are invited to sing.  

We will offer a similar ensemble on June 25, Gifts of Women Sunday, welcoming all interested women to join in our 
annual Women’s Choir.  Similar to our Summer Choir, this group will meet at 9:00 to learn a simple piece to sing 
during the worship service.  We will also enjoy a women’s trio during the offertory that Sunday, singing a lovely setting 
of Laudate Pueri Dominum by Felix Mendelssohn.  

On June 10, we will thank the dedicated members of our music program on the last week of the season, Choir 
Appreciation Sunday.  Thank you for your continued support of our music program through another wonderful season, 
and thank you for making it such a pleasure to minister to this congregation through the gift of music!  

Blessings, 
/s/ John 

John C. Black, Director of Music and Choirs, Organist 
Christian J. Black, Music Associate 

Come Sing with Us this Summer! 
 

SUMMER CHOIR 

Sunday mornings 

July 2  - August 20 

9:00  a.m. 

All are welcome;  no commitment required! 
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STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

t them. 

There are many disappointments in our lives that we tend to dwell upon: the death 
of a loved one, love lost, accomplishments delayed or failed altogether.  These type 
of events seem to leave indelible stains on our psyche that fade over time, yet 
return to haunt us when least expected.  They never seem to go away and tend to 
dull our happiness in life … if we le

In writing the budget for Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian this past fall, your stewardship 
committee was faced with ever increasing expenses.  We all know the dilemma in our own families.  As 
children get older they seem to cost more until the ultimate: those college bills arrive.  Many a parent has 
paced the floor worrying how they would afford that opportunity for their children.  And 
so it was during our budget considerations.  Greenwood sees great potential in our 
young people and wants to support their effort to serve God.  As they pursue the 
credentials, churches such as Greenwood are a necessary monetary support with those 
goals. But the question remains, just as in any family, where will the money come from?  

So, we drafted the proposed budget with the faith that the congregation would provide 
the support needed by giving just a bit more from their own gifts.  And give you have!  The anticipated 
increase was about 7% in envelope giving over last year, but also with an increased draw from the earnings 
of our endowment fund.  We have not yet touched the earnings from our endowment fund because 
envelope giving has increased 11%!  A church friend tells me that “The Lord will provide.” and indeed He 
has through the generosity of our congregation.  You’re right, Harry.  

Our lives are filled with many examples of happiness and success.  For most, those positive moments 
outweigh the disappointments and should be celebrated … I wish I would wake at night with those thoughts. 
There is nothing we can do about the past, but we can strive to be more positive about the future. 

The summer worship season is here and it is critical that we keep up the level of giving through the year to 
help us support the Lord’s work, as you have so faithfully and generously done to date.  Thank you for your 
continuing support. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Dennis Charpentier, for the Stewardship Committee 

 

MEMBER CARE COMMITTEE 
 

As we enter the summer season we can look back at last year’s fun events at Greenwood Church including; 
pot luck lunches, pumpkin carving, Advent wreath making, concerts, caroling, hymn sings, etc. and we now 
look forward to the annual All-Church Picnic!  Pack your lawn chairs, hats, and sunscreen, bring a dish to 

share (if you can), and join us Sunday, June 11, at noon at the Masonic 
Youth Center in Buttonwoods.  We’ll provide hot dogs, hamburgers, and 
sausage, expertly grilled by the Building and Grounds Committee, drinks, 
watermelon, and plates, utensils, etc.  The Christian Education Committee will 
be organizing games for the children.  Join us for a lovely day by the bay. 

We are looking at some dates for our annual Pawsox game sometime in 
August and possibly a square dance in October.  If you know of anyone in the 
congregation who may need a little extra TLC please contact a Member Care 

Committee member.   We are able to pay a visit or send a card or give a call; whatever people may need. 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO SIGN THE GREENWOOD GREETER EACH TIME YOU ATTEND WORSHIP. 
Have a wonderful summer! 

Respectfully submitted by Joan Eichenfeldt, Member Care Committee 

Member Care Committee members:  Elaine Magyar, Cathy Schobel, Dave and Nancy Dickerman, Bonnie 
Readett, Sue Desmond, Carol Sullivan, Betty Stacey, Doris Safford, Joan-Sandra McKnight, Linda Martin. 

 
 

 39er’s JUNE GATHERING 
 

Wednesday, June 21, 11:30 a.m. 
Top of the Bay in Oakland Beach 

 
Menu 

Choice of Sirloin Tips or Baked Scrod 
with soup, coffee or tea, & dessert 

 
Cost:  $15.00 

 
Program in Fellowship Hall at 1:30 P.M. 

 
We will be entertained by The Generation Quartet 

 
If you need a ride or a reservation, please call Linda Gungle (828-7687). 
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MISSION COMMITTEE 
 

THE CAMINO DE SANTIAGO/THE WAY OF ST. JAMES -- Four people from our 
congregation are planning to walk the ancient pilgrim path also known as the 
Camino Francés.  Jim Ruegg walked this path before, and will be doing so again as 
he and Eric McNeely plan to leave May 30 for their pilgrimage.  Emmy Kmet and 
daughter Jazmine Knight plan to leave August 22 to begin their pilgrimage later that 
week.  There is much information available regarding outward physical preparation 
for this journey; inner preparation is also an important element.  Today, Santiago 
flourishes as a centre of both tourism and pilgrimage, but the ancient path itself is 

less susceptible to commercialization.  El Camino is rousing itself from centuries of slumber and its potential 
to exert a positive influence on the changes confronting us at every turn along the way is enormous.  The 
spirit of St. James and the Camino is alive and well and ready to assist each one of us in formulating a new 
and positive future quite unlike anything we have known in the past.  Some questions we are encouraged to 
consider on this, or any of our personal missions/journeys/pilgrimages, either abroad or at home. 

- How do you differentiate pilgrimage from a long-distance walk? 
- How do you differentiate a mission trip from a vacation? 
- How do you define spirituality – what does it mean to you? 
- How is your spirituality expressed at home and at work?  
- What do you see as the primary purpose of your life? 
- Are you working consciously towards fulfilling that purpose? 
- How will you recognize resistance to any changes that might be necessary?  
- What prompts you to go on a pilgrimage or mission trip? 
- What help might you need on a practical, emotional and spiritual level? 
- Are you comfortable asking for this help?  
- How will you recognize the right help or correct answer? 
- What are the joys and challenges in working towards your unique potential? 

A pilgrim travels on two paths, physical and spiritual, simultaneously and must pay attention 
to both.  A bit of advice from an experienced Camino trekker: “We all have different psychological, 
spiritual and emotional needs and pathologies.  It is wise to start off with a relatively balanced state of mind.  If 
you need help, seek it.  It will be disturbing enough when previously dearly held belief systems start to break 
down.”  When we place ourselves on the pilgrim path we sow the intention to stretch and 
expand soul consciousness so that we can lift ourselves out of the mundane to journey back 
to God—out of gratitude.  (Excerpts from “A Pilgrim’s Guide to the Camino de Santiago”, John Brierley) 

At Mission Committee’s last meeting, it was decided to offer a bit of funding for a new missionary, a friend 
and former classmate of our ministry intern Stephen Clark.  Raised by missionary parents in France since 
the age of eight, Ariana Coules is a delightful young (American) woman 
preparing to serve in Bethlehem, Israel, if the way be clear.  If all goes 
according to plan, those Greenwood folks traveling to Israel next 
February may have opportunity to meet her “on the field!”  From 
Ariana’s website (www.arianacoules.com): “This coming fall, I will have the 
privilege of serving as a Kindergarten teacher at the Bethlehem Evangelical Academy in Beit Sahour, Palestine.  After four years 
of undergraduate preparation at Cedarville University, I look forward to being able to combine my love for teaching children with my 
joy in experiencing cultural diversity.  Having grown up in Europe, I have enjoyed meeting people from all over the world and 
hearing their stories of their faith in Christ.  Now I am anticipating the honor of being able to take the Gospel of Christ to a small 
Palestinian classroom, where over 2,000 years ago the heavenly angels announced the birth of our Lord on those very hills.  I 
would be humbled to have you join me on this journey of declaring the same message the angels announced - A Savior has been 
born and He is Christ the Lord!  Bethlehem Evangelical Academy (BEA) is located in the small town of Beit Sahour right outside of 
Bethlehem, Palestine.  BEA is part of an organization called Holy Land Ministries, which currently runs two schools in Palestine – 
the other one is in Hebron.  BEA began in 2014 and now currently teaches grades Pre-K through 5th.  The administration is hoping 
to add one grade per year until they reach the 12th grade. There are approximately 150 students and 20 staff members. 
Approximately 85% of the student body are cultural Christians (i.e. Roman Catholic, & Greek Orthodox) and the other 15% are 
Muslim.  Even though the students do pay tuition, it is not enough to pay for all the operating needs of the school.  As a result, the 
teachers need to raise their own support.  But what a privilege we have to be able to come alongside this ministry and be able to 
instill in the children the truth of the gospel at such an early age. Join with me to help reach children with the love of Christ.”   

PERSPECTIVES FROM THE “PERSPECTIVES” COURSE:  “Strategic” – People pursuing a God-given 
vision live with strategic intent.  The vision virtually captures them.  They no longer dream about what could happen.  
They become convinced that certain things must happen.  They make choices as if each day held abiding value.  
They are not driven by obligation.  They live in the dignity and liberty of knowing that they give their utmost for God’s 
purposes. “Hearing” – We make ourselves heard every day.  To make God Himself heard is not a feat of speaking, 
but an act of assisted hearing.  It is a marvel of heaven’s power.  “Received” – Jesus framed the first mission very 

simply: “The one who receives you receives Me.”  It was more critical that His messengers were received than believed.  The 
gospel has always been more than a message; it is an introduction to life under Christ’s lordship.  When His messengers have 
connected with others in significant relationships, Christ can be introduced in powerful ways. 

The Mission Committee 

Emmy Kmet, Michael Snyman, Deb Stacey, Jon Farnsworth, Patti Parkinson, Marilyn Girardin-Jacobs, Amy 
Monahan, Shelley Monahan and Wilma Swanson 
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NEWS FROM PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
 

The May Breakfast was very successful and we cleared over $2,400 which will help us support our 
Presbyterian Women’s budget.  Thank you to everyone who worked on the breakfast.  There are 
many people who help us to prepare, serve and clean up at this event and we appreciate all your 
help.  We all enjoy good Christian fellowship as we work together!  Thank you also to the people 
who support us by coming to enjoy the breakfast.   

Thank you to the congregation for your generous support of our “Gifts of the Heart “Health and School Kits.  Our PW 
World Service Committee and helpers packed up fifty Health and sixty-five School kits to be sent to Church World 
Service.  Thank you also for your support of the Mother’s Day card program which helps the “Healthy Women/Healthy 
Families” project. 

Sandy Olson sent us this report on the Picasso Quilters:  The women in our Picasso 
Quilters Circle have now completed seven more sleeping bags making a total of 694 sleeping 
bags for the homeless since they started this project.  Most of these bags have been given to 
Rhode Island’s homeless residents.  Thank you to all of you who have donated materials for 
this ongoing project.  The Picasso Quilters plan to meet most Tuesdays during July and August 
and could really use your donations of used blankets, and mattress pads for the “stuffing” for 
the sleeping bags.  Observers and new members are always welcome, if you can tie a double 
knot, you can help. 

The PW June Gathering will be Tuesday June 6, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. This 
will be a Pot-Luck supper and program.  We will provide the dessert and beverage.  Please 
bring a salad, vegetable, or main dish of your choice.  The program will be presented by the 
Rev. Jim Keller, a former supply pastor of Greenwood Church, who will speak about 
immigration.  Please remember to bring your Birthday Offering envelopes as we will be 
dedicating that offering this evening.  Also, please remember to bring paper goods and non-
perishable food items to be given to our local agencies.  We welcome all our women to this 

event, but you need to let us know if you are coming so we can set up enough tables and chairs for everyone.  We will 
also have the women from Woodbury Union Presbyterian Church in Warwick as our guests this evening. 

Gifts of Women Sunday will be observed June 25, during morning worship at 9:30 a.m.  Some of our 
women will participate in the service and Pastor Clark will install the Presbyterian Women Officers for next 
year.  Director of Music John Black will be leading some of the women in a special anthem.   

Thank you to the members of our PW Coordinating Team for their dedication and support during the past 
eight years.  We have a few officers who are being replaced after many years of service.  Thank you all for 
your time and effort!  Thank you to the Coordinating Team for their support and dedication during the past 
eight years.  You have all been wonderful to work with.  Artena Fairbairn will be the new PW Moderator 
starting June 25th.   

LOOKING AHEAD TO THE FALL: 

Our Coordinating Team will meet September 12 and the Fall Coffee will be Tuesday, September 19, 7 p.m. 
  

“Come as a guest, leave as a friend!” 
 

Enjoy a wonderful summer! 
 

Betty Mason, for Presbyterian Women 

‘ROUND IN CIRCLES FOR JUNE’ 

t t t   Good friends are like angels.   t t t  
You don’t have to see them to know they are there. 

  
Circle I will meet at the church Tuesday, June 27, 
at 1:00 p.m. for lunch followed by Lesson Seven 
of the Horizon Bible study, “Who is Jesus? What a 
Difference a Lens Makes.” 

C ircle IV will go out for dinner June 13. 

Circle V will meet at noon June 13, in the old 5/6  
oom for a bag lunch then on to visit shut-ins. r  Circle VII will meet on June 13 for dinner at 
otrovo’s Pub in East Greenwich.  Circle II will meet Tuesday, June 13, at noon for a 

pot luck lunch at Betty Mason’s home in 
arragansett. 

R 
Circle VIII (Picasso Quilters) no meetings in 
June. Watch the Sunday bulletin for summer 
chedule. 

N 
Circle III will go out to dinner Tuesday, June 13, 

t Pal’s in East Greenwich. s
 a

 Oval IX   No meetings planned.  
Circle Choice Forms for 2016 – 17 are available on the table in the Narthex.  

 If you have any questions, please call me at 737-0717. 

Betty Stacey, Circle Coordinator 
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Summer Birthdays 
 

June 
 

Antoinette Snyman 6/1 
Lisa Jacavone 6/1 
June McCrillis 6/1 

Eiriana Fairbairn Summers 6/1 
Shane Krahenbill-Pickup 6/2 

John Magyar 6/2 
Luke Donovan 6/3 
Jennifer Segala 6/4 

Lisa David 6/5 
Dennis Charpentier 6/8 

Rachel Porcaro 6/8 
Bob Allard 6/12 
Tom Taylor 6/13 
Anna Prince 6/13 

Steve Parkinson 6/14 
John Rothermel 6/14 
Adam D’Antico 6/15 

Sandra Cook Hall 6/16 
Elaine Rothermel 6/16 
Jazmine Knight 6/18 
Marjorie Platt 6/20 
Mabel Fuller 6/20 

Sue Capobianco 6/20 
Ted Seufert 6/21 
Jeff Plouffe 6/21 

Steve Ruscito 6/22 
Melanie Marchetti 6/24 

Adam Vespia 6/24 
Sue Desmond 6/25 
Nate Parkinson 6/26 

 
July  

 
Diane Meunier 7/3 

Heidi Thompson 7/5 
Athena Sullivan 7/5 

Nadine Marchetti 7/5 
Jerianne Berman 7/7 

Henri Snyman 7/8 
Artena Fairbairn 7/10 

Nick Grande 7/10 
George Gardiner 7/12 
Louise Ferrante 7/13 
Kitty Channell 7/16 

Donald Hausman 7/16 
John Black 7/18 

Mike Desmond 7/18 
Ginny Jacobs 7/20 
Andrew Jones 7/24 
Walter Sullivan 7/24 
George Martins 7/25 
Ruthann Sisson 7/26 
Cindy Nordstrom 7/26 
Marilyn Jacobs 7/26 

Pastor Clark 7/27 
Sophia Curran 7/27 
Jason Daylor 7/28 

Maisie Donnelly 7/28 
Bud Voigt 7/29 
Peter Mair 7/30 

 
 
 

Happy 
Birthday 
to All! 

 
August  

 
Wendy Seufert 8/1 

Delaney Sullivan 8/2 
Joan Gardiner 8/3 

Patricia McGrath 8/5 
Kevin Angell 8/6 

Sandra Murray 8/6 
Chris Seufert 8/6 

Charlotte Duff 8/13 
Jessica Vespia 8/16 

Leanne LaBanca 8/17 
Richard Seufert 8/17 

    Emily David Fauber 8/17 
Julia D’Antico 8/17 
Nicole David 8/19 
Rob Petrucci 8/22 
Fran Bonn 8/23 

Peter Insana 8/23 
Tom Bryda 8/24 

Glenn Fairbairn 8/25 
Judy Ruscito 8/25 
Sandy Olson 8/25 

Angie D’Albora 8/26 
Paul Taylor 8/28 
Jim Magyar 8/29 
Jane Rice 8/30 

Bob Maguire 8/30 
Kristine Swanson 8/30 

Mary MacLean 8/31 
Bob Dickson 8/31 

Joan Eichenfeldt 8/31 
 

 

(+ ) ( + ) ( + ) ( + ) ( 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
DEADLINE for the September FISHERMEN’S NEWS is Sunday, August 13. 
Please leave articles in the church office or e-mail to ccastergine@gccp.org 

(Please include Fishermen’s News in the subject line.) 
Thank you to all who meet the deadlines.  Your efforts help us to prepare the 

newsletter in a timely manner.  Enjoy your summer! 
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- - - - - -~~~ NOTES RECEIVED ~~~- - - - - - 
 

Greetings Pastor Clark! 

As you and the congregation know I have been seeking to further 
my education at the Community College of Rhode Island since 
2013.  Up until this past semester I was only able to take one or 
two courses per semester to try and maintain a healthy balance 
with work, school and other activities in my volunteer roles at 
Greenwood Church. 

I am delighted to inform you that, thanks in large part to the 
financial support given by our church, this was the first semester I 
was able to pursue school full time, taking on thirteen credits and 
only participating at my current roofing employment part time.  
Although it didn't seem like a part time position, working thirty hours 
in three days and putting in hours, upon hours of school work.  I 
was very blessed to maintain something of a balanced schedule; 
however, I am still trying to work on that particular endeavor.  

With this being said, I am very appreciative of the encouragement, 
love and support you and the congregation have shown me as I try 
and finish the requirements to receive my associate’s degree.  In 
addition to the congregation pushing me and giving me words of 
encouragement along the way, I wanted to reach out and show my 
appreciation in saying, "THANK YOU!!!” 

The church has joined along side me in this journey and has 
assisted me financially in paying for my courses.  This is such a 
blessing and has given me a lot of drive and determination to 
maintain good grades throughout the semester. With that 
information, I am happy to report that though this semester was a 
struggle as I took on a heavy course load, the reward was such a 
blessing to receive as I finished off the semester with the following: 

Literature: A; Biology: A; Intro to Guitar: A; Psychology: A- 
Thanks so much for your continued support and I hope to finish off 
the requirements to receive my degree by the end of the year.  I 
need to take three more courses and will then be able to graduate 
from CCRI with an associate’s degree in the General Studies 
program.  

All glory to God! 

Respectfully submitted, 
Eric McNeely  

Dear Greenwood Family 

The David family would like to express our deep appreciation for all 
the sympathy cards and words or encouragement we received from 
the congregation after my Dad's passing. We feel blessed to be a 
part of such a caring and supportive church. Greenwood truly is a 
special place. 

May God's blessings be with you all, 
Jay David 
 
Dear Board of Deacons, 

I would like to thank you so much for the lovely and thoughtful care 
package I recently received!  It was so nice to get something like 
that in the mail, and the goodies definitely helped me through the 
long days of finals!  Thank you so much once again for such a nice 
and generous surprise. 

Sincerely, 
Elizabeth Farnsworth 
 

Dear Deacons, 

Thank you for the lovely flowers I received today.  They made my 
spirits soar.  God bless you all! 

Love in Christ, 
Bonnie (Readett) 
 

To our Friends at Greenwood Community Church, 

“Since God confirmed his promise through Christ, hold 
unswervingly to the hope we profess, for He who promised is 

faithful.”  

(Hebrews 10:23)” 

Your faithful support of our ministry is an honor and a blessing to 
receive.  It is a privilege to serve the Lord with you. 

Blessings, 
The Staff of the Salvation Army Adult Rehabilitation Center 
 

 

    From College:  
• Jazmine Knight graduated from the University of Rhode Island May 20. 
• Lydia Clark Bennett graduated from University of Rhode Island May 21. 
• Dayna Krahenbill-Pickup graduated with honors from Rhode Island College, 

and will begin work on her Masters this summer.  
     `  `  `  `  `  `  `  `  `  

From High School:  
• Julia Aguire graduated from Toll Gate High School and will attend 

Rhode Island College. 
• Gregory Harrop  graduated from Pilgrim High School and will attend 

the Community College of Rhode Island. 
• Alexandra Petrucci graduated from South Kingstown High School 

and will attend Curry College. 
• Kate Snyman graduated from Tollgate High School and will attend 

the University of Vermont. 
 

“Be strong and courageous … for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.”  Joshua 1:9 (NIV) 
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Summer Calendar 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 
 
 1 PLANNING COMMITTEE, 7:00 PM 
  COMMITTEE MEETINGS, 7:30 PM 
 5 PEO SALAD BAR LUNCHEON, 11:30 AM 
 6 PW POTLUCK, GATHERING & PROGRAM 6:00 PM 
11 LAST DAY OF MUSIC PROGRAM 

  CHOIR APPRECIATION DAY 
  CHURCH PICNIC, 12:00 NOON – 5:00 PM   
 15 SESSION MEETING, 7:00 PM 

 18  HAPPY FATHER’S DAY! 
 20  PW COORDINATING TEAM POT LUCK, 6:30 PM 
 21  FIRST DAY OF SUMMER!! 
 21  39ERS’ AT TOP OF THE BAY RESTAURANT, 11:30 AM 
 21  39ERS’ PROGRAM FELLOWSHIP HALL 1:30 PM 
 25  GIFTS OF WOMEN SUNDAY  
 27  CIRCLE I, 12:00 NOON FOR LUNCH AND BIBLE STUDY 
 
 

July 
 
 3 SUMMER MUSIC PROGRAM BEGINS  
 4 INDEPENDENCE DAY, CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
 17-22 29 ELEVEN YOUTH MISSION TRIP 
 24 VBS PROGRAM, 9:30 AM WORSHIP  
        31 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL, 9:00 AM – 12:00 NOON 
 

     August 
 
 1-4 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL, 9:00 AM – 12:00 NOON 
 13 FISHERMEN’S NEWS DEADLINE FOR SEPTEMBER ISSUE 
 10 CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED IN OBSERVANCE OF VICTORY DAY 
 20 SUMMER MUSIC PROGRAM ENDS 
 

HAVE A WONDERFUL SUMMER 
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