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FEBRUARY 2017
Dear Members and Friends,
I write the day after the 73rd Annual Meeting of the Congregation/Corporation of the Greenwood Community Church,
Presbyterian (THANK YOU to all who worked so hard to prepare and all who so faithfully attended!), AND the “inaugural” day of our new
sound system, installed last week. Dennis Charpentier wrote in the last Fishermen’s News (slightly edited):
Can you hear it? Can you hear it now? If you can’t yet, you soon will! A beautiful new sound system is about to grace our church. This will
greatly enhance the congregation’s ability to hear lectors, Minute for Mission speakers, pulpit supply guests and the pastor, as well as soloists,
instrumentalists and our choir as they provide us the best in musical worship. It will also better enable the choir to hear all that takes place in
the service, as new directional speakers will be installed in the chancel. We will also be adding wall mounted speakers (with individual volume
control) to the Children’s Church room, nursery, Cry Room, balcony and narthex. This is a state-of-the-art sound system that will last for years
and years. Along with improvements in sanctuary acoustics, the former sound system will be relocated to Fellowship Hall.
The former system is now relocated to Fellowship Hall, which will greatly enhance the audio quality of programs held
there (currently we use a portable Karaoke system donated by Cathy Schobel!) AND continue to honor the memory of Robert and Doris
White (a bequest from their estate upgraded that system in 2000). The new system includes Bose speakers which will just about
zero out reverberation/echo, greatly improve the quality of sound, and be more aesthetically appropriate than our previous
“big boxes.” New chancel microphones will enhance/augment the quality of the choir’s already-excellent music. The
company that installed our new system also installed/serviced sound systems at a large number of churches in the state
in 30+ years of service, including the Cathedral in Providence, Immaculate Conception (our office manager’s church in Cranston),
St. Gregory’s in Warwick, and St. Mark’s in Jamestown; they have a long, long list of very satisfied church customers.
The funding came largely from two bequests, and a plaque will be installed to honor these individuals.
(1) Albert E. Bragger, Jr., donated $10,000 to Greenwood Church in memory of his wife, Elizabeth Jean Frick
Bragger, after she passed away January 2015; they were here together to celebrate Greenwood’s 70th anniversary
with us November 2014. Mr. and Mrs. Bragger were the first couple married in the Greenwood Community Church
building on Main Avenue, August 11, 1950. The Bragger family was in the construction business; Albert’s father,
Albert E. Bragger, Sr., dug the foundation for our church building! His wife was Lydia Bragger, who was instrumental
in the early Sunday School and youth programs, serving both as Sunday School Superintendent and youth leader.
(2) $7,000 was donated by the estate of John Wesley Combs, Jr., who passed away in October. An excerpt from my
funeral homily for John: “Very active and engaged members of the church, John and Jackie Combs were a constant presence in the choir
and always involved wherever and whenever they were able. I remember John telling me at the time of Jackie’s passing how much they loved
Greenwood, their church family, and especially the choir (the family is so grateful for the choir’s participation this morning), and we all know they
also loved their Lord Jesus Christ, never wavering in their faith throughout their walks through the valley of the shadow of death … both of them
throughout Jackie’s bouts with cancer and then John never ceasing to be a gracious gentleman through his final ordeal.” The donor’s desire
was to have this bequest used to benefit the music ministry that was such a blessed part of John and Jackie’s lives,
and thus honor their memory; this state-of-the-art system will be a great enhancement to that music program.
Romans 10:17 -- “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” Let’s continue to faithful to proclaim the Word of God
through word, song and sacrament, and thus have something worth hearing that will be faith producing … and in so doing,
honor the legacy of these faithful members whose generosity enhances and enables that hearing in a very concrete way!
Stephen L. Clark, Pastor

PASTORAL POST SCRIPT
Some late breaking items came
in ‘way after the deadline, but I
wanted to share these as a
pastor AND a father (plus have a
wee bit more room for additional pics!)
Hannah and Stephen Clark will
both be embarking on exciting
mission adventures this summer!
Steve is heading for Dubai in the
United Arab Emirates and it was
JUST confirmed Hannah was
accepted as part of a medical
missionary team heading for
Sighisoara, Romania in July.
Just today I got the details on
Hannah’s
opportunity,
but
Steve’s has been in the works a
little longer … as Ministry Intern,
he submitted this letter in
January to Session requesting
permission and time off to go.
Hannah’s opportunity is a
medical missions trip the primary
doctor, Dr. Steve Smith, has
been organizing and taking to
Romania for seventeen years
now. Dr. Smith gathers a group
of people to go - some nurses,
some doctors, some medical
and/or nursing students (the latter
usually from Cedarville University). He
purchases medicines here in
America at minimal cost (mainly
from pharmaceutical companies; the
drugs are six months or less to expiry
and hence unable to be marketed),
which the team carries to
Romania. The team works with a
host missionary couple in central
Romania and holds medical
clinics in eight Romany (Gypsy)
villages in the surrounding vicinity
to Sighisoara over a period of
eleven days (travel involves @ 36
hours each way; they typically leave on a
Wednesday, arrive in Bucharest on Thursday, and then have a six hour overnight bus ride to get to Sighisoara.) In the summer of 2016, they
saw 975 patients in the eight clinic days, and also dispensed 200+ pairs of eyeglasses and 84 hearing aids. This is the
only medical care most of these people receive in a year. The missionaries do other work with the people in these
villages, but this is the only medical team that comes each year. In Dr. Smith’s words, “Our primary goal is to take them the love
of Jesus. We enhance the work the missionaries are doing all year long by giving them practical medical care. By doing this alongside the
missionaries and nationals who work with these people all year, they associate what we are doing with what the Christian missionaries are teaching
them and it enhances their ministry and opens [Romany] hearts to better hear the Word. The need is great; the opportunity to enhance the work of
the full time missionaries by bringing medical care each year is a huge boost and encouragement to them, as well as those to whom we minister.”
Needless to say, I/we welcome your prayers, and will keep you posted via the Mission Committee about ways we may be
able to support Steve and Hannah in these endeavors!
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THIS MONTH IN CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
christianed@gccp.org
Virginia Jacobs, Joann Rudolph, Kristine Swanson
NEWS FROM THE SUNDAY SCHOOL
We would like to thank all of the children and families who participated in Advent and
Christmas activities. Our weekly lighting of the Advent wreath, making Advent wreaths
for our homes, acting in the pageant and tableau, and Christmas caroling to our shut-in
members confined all made for a meaningful and memorable Christmas season.
Our Mitten Tree in Fellowship Hall was overflowing with warm hats,
mittens, gloves and scarves in November and December; thank you so
much for your contributions! The donations were delivered to South
Providence Neighborhood Ministries and will benefit many needy people.
In the past, the Sunday School has conducted a FOOD DRIVE in January and
February. Due to a somewhat limited response in recent years, this winter we have decided to
discontinue this particular collection of food goods However, we continue to encourage our
families to place donated canned goods and non-perishable food items to the baskets located
each and every week in the narthex; this is an ongoing, year-round project of the Board of
Deacons supporting/supplying the food pantry of the West Bay Marketplace.
Barry Baxter continues to lead the ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL. The class recently started a
video and book curriculum studying “The Apostles’ Creed: What Christians Believe and
Why.” Please join us in the parlor at each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. While this class is open to
all adults, this is an ideal opportunity for parents to learn and fellowship while their children
are in Sunday School, and then worship together as a family at the 10:30 service.
We invite all church members to take a stroll through the first floor of the east wing. The Pre-K
and Kindergarten classrooms are located here. Teachers and students are constantly creating
and updating beautiful bulletin boards displaying themes from the Sunday School lessons. Come
and take a look! Also, the Christian Education Committee is happy to welcome a new member,
Sandra Olson, who has many years of experience in education and service to our church; we look
forward to her participation in our work. New members are always welcome!
Thank you to all who contribute to this vital ministry of the Greenwood Community Church. May God continue
to grow and bless our Sunday School program!

NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR OF FAMILY MINISTRIES:
Calling All Youth Grades 2-6 !!
You are invited to King’s Kids!
Sundays, 5:00-7:00
Proverbs 22:6 “Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it.”
Join us from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. each Sunday for fun and games, crafts, cooking, music and
so much more. Be sure to bring a friend! We’ll begin practice for the TALENT SHOW
which will be held on MARCH 17 & 18 so please try to come each week to practice and not
miss out on the fun! We will still play games, eat (and cook) and do crafts. Come see what
all the talk is about!
PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT: Come join us the first Friday of each month for a night of fun (6:00 –
9:00)! Parents, drop your children of any age with us while you go relax, have dinner, shop, etc.
We will entertain them for hours!! On February 6th we will make Valentine crafts, eat pizza and
watch movies. Te program is directed by DCM Virginia Jacobs assisted by other adults and
teens who have completed our Child Protection training.
CHURCH FAMILY DINNER: Wednesdays, 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. Come join us every week or
just once in a while for this new fellowship. Bring your own food to eat or plan to share
with a friend. The goal of this group is to provide midweek fellowship for individuals or
families who would like to have dinner with other members of our church family for
support, encouragement, company, prayer, etc. We really hope members of all ages will
come, as we all benefit from each other’s companionship, wisdom and strength.
GREENWOOD GAME NIGHT- This is a group of adults that get together occasionally for fellowship.
Saturday, February 18 we will meet at Meadowbrook bowling lanes to have fun bowling. See sign up in
fellowship hall for more details. Come and enjoy in the fun!

LOOK FOR OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL ON FACEBOOK!
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29ELEVEN YOUTH MINISTRIES
December was a wild and active month for 29Eleven, as it was for much
of the Greenwood family! We only held one regular meeting during the
month, due to the full schedule. On one very full Sunday the youth group
wrapped Giving Tree gifts after worship, took part in the annual
Christmas pageant, helped serve (and eat) a delicious pasta supper, and
joined a multi-generational group of Christmas carolers. The following
Sunday, Christmas Day, we did not meet as we celebrated at our homes,
and another weekend, we were off on our fall retreat at Camp Aldersgate
in North Scituate.
I had been looking forward to this retreat since we began planning it months ago, and I am glad to report that it
was certainly a weekend to remember! We took ten teens and five leaders to the camp for a weekend of fun
memories and exploding watermelons, but more importantly for a weekend of reflection upon whether we are
“fans” or “followers” of Jesus Christ. We went through Kyle Idleman’s “Not a Fan”
curriculum series, and I and the other leaders took turns leading various teaching and/or
reflection sessions. This weekend gave students an opportunity to reflect on the state of
their walk with Christ, whether it simply provoked thought for the first time or whether it
convinced some young people to make some necessary changes in their lives. I am
thoroughly indebted to my fellow leaders Eric McNeely, Patti Parkinson, Wendy Petrucci
and Emmy Kmet, without whom this retreat would not have been possible. I am also
grateful to the parents who have faithfully brought these young people to 29Eleven week
after week after week. No matter what we do as youth leaders, the support of parents and of the church family
is instrumental to the faith growth of our young people; please continue to encourage them, ask them
questions, and help them grow!
We are looking forward to a fresh new year for 29Eleven in 2017. We will be beginning a
large-scale overview of the whole Bible during Sunday night youth group, which will likely
go on until the summer. We had our annual Yankee Swap with ten youth and four youth
group alumni last week, and are looking forward to other exciting events and activities that
we have in store for the next few months. I’m continually grateful to be a part of this
church and a part of this wonderful ministry, and I’m excited for the year to come!
Respectfully submitted,
Stephen Clark, Ministry Intern

MUSIC PROGRAM
Dear friends,
I write after returning from a jam-packed day of recording (some eighty-seven takes) Dan Forrest’s moving
Requiem for the Living with the Providence Singers on the mighty four manual tracker organ at Mechanics Hall
in Worcester. This project required me to miss Sunday worship for the first time since joining the staff at
Greenwood … a VERY rare occurrence and a VERY difficult thing for me to do, only made possible by the
assurance of expert in-house coverage provided by Music Associate Christian Black, to whom I owe a great
deal of thanks for so ably providing leadership and beautiful music at both services of worship.
I would be remiss to let another month go by without expressing gratitude for the
wonderful celebration of Christmas at Greenwood this year. Thank you to the
members of our choirs whose hard work and dedication enabled the music of this
Christmas season to touch our hearts and draw us into the presence of the Holy
Spirit as we again celebrated Jesus’ birth. Thank you to those who traveled with us
to Marble House in Newport for our music program’s superb performance at the
Holiday Duet Evening. Thank you to the large group of folks who joined us for our
annual Christmas caroling bus trip around Warwick for a fun-as-always evening of Christmas cheer. Finally, a
TREMENDOUS thank you to the over three hundred guests, sixty performers, six ushers,
one accompanist, many chefs and decorators (and the Member Care Committee!) and
everyone else who made our Christmas concert a rousing success. What a wonderful
afternoon we enjoyed. What a great start to our new community concert series (our next
concert will be held on Sunday, May 23 at 5:00 pm, featuring Patriotic music and
American spirituals; mark your calendars and invite your friends!).
Meanwhile, we are already beginning to prepare music for the fast
approaching observances of Ash Wednesday, Lent, Holy Week and
Easter, as well as preparing for our annual Talent Show March 17
and 18, again under the expert direction of Rob Petrucci. Thank
you as always for your prayers, support and encouragement in all
that we do, helping consecrate the gifts God has given us to His
service in this community of faith.
Blessings,

John C. Black, Director of Music and Choirs, Organist
Christian J. Black, Music Associate
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THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
This new year brings a degree of excitement to Greenwood. We welcome two new
employees: Ministry Intern Stephen Clark, leading our teen/young adult ministries, and
Music Associate Christian Black, as an instrumentalist and accompanist to our music
ministries. What a wealth of talent these two young people bring to our church! We wish
them well in their new positions.
The last time Greenwood expanded its staff, we borrowed from our market gain of the
Memorial and Endowment Fund to sustain the new salaries over two years. This time
we are counting on the increased giving of our congregation to support the new hires.
We believe this is so because the increase in giving has already started and apparently
people are already realizing, among many other things, the value these two young people bring. Christian
began her work with the Greenwood music program last year and has already made a positive impact on the
quality of our ministry of music. We have seen evidence of this in our Sunday worship music and the
wonderful performances of our Concert Choir. As of January 2017, Christian is officially a salaried member of
our staff.
Stephen, while studying at Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary, has engaged our youth and is thus helping
fortify our congregation for the future. He has preached with confidence and clarity in our pulpit and continues
to grow in his own ministry as well as contributing to Greenwood since September 2016.
Noticing this increased investment in our future, more than 25 contributors have already increased their
pledges. To continue sustaining the wonderful Greenwood programs, the congregation must realize and
appreciate their value and lend them support; it seems you are doing just that!
This is an exciting time at Greenwood as we see the youth and music
ministries beginning to flourish and grow. We are growing, we are smiling,
and we are blessed with wonder.
The Stewardship Committee

39er’s FEBRUARY GATHERING
Wednesday, February 15, at 11:30 a.m.
Top of the Bay in Oakland Beach
Menu
Choice of Stuffed Chicken Breast or Baked Scrod
with soup, coffee or tea, & dessert
Cost: $15.00
Program in Fellowship Hall at 1:30 P.M.
Nancy and Dick Collins will tell us about the second part of their
trip to the Baltic countries.
If you need a ride or a reservation, please call Linda Gungle (828-7687).

Requested quote from Pastor Clark’s January 29 sermon:

"And that leads on to my second point. People often think of Christian morality as a kind of bargain in which
God says, ‘If you keep a lot of rules I’ll reward you, and if you don’t I’ll do the other thing.’ I do not think that is
the best way of looking at it. I would much rather say that every time you make a choice you are turning the
central part of you, the part of you that chooses, into something a little different from what it was before. And
taking your life as a whole, with all your innumerable choices, all your life long you are slowly turning this central
thing either into a heavenly creature or into a hellish creature: either into a creature that is in harmony with God,
and with other creatures, and with itself, or else into one that is in a state of war and hatred with God, and with
its fellow-creatures, and with itself. To be the one kind of creature is heaven: that is, it is joy and peace and
knowledge and power. To be the other means madness, horror, idiocy, rage, impotence, and eternal loneliness.
Each of us at each moment is progressing to the one state or the other."
(C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, MacMillan Publishing Co., NY, NY c. 1948, p. 86)
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MISSION COMMITTEE
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING: Since 1949 Presbyterians have joined with millions of
other Christians to share God’s love with our neighbors in need around the world
through the special mission offering of the One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS). This
offering, traditionally collected during Lent, began in 1949 in response to the
devastation of World War II, when, during a Saturday evening nationwide radio
broadcast, Americans were asked to “give generously” to the offering the next morning
in their churches. A remarkable variety of national leaders and celebrities gave their
efforts to the broadcast, and more than 75,000 churches responded. This nationwide
united effort by America’s Christians had an importance far beyond the practical goal of
fundraising; this joint program strengthened the vitally important relief and rehabilitation
work of the churches overseas, and proved to all the world the great power generated
when Christians unite in a common cause.
The Presbyterian Church (USA) uses funds received through OGHS to support disaster relief,
refugee/immigration and development ministries throughout the world through the Presbyterian Hunger
program, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance program and the Self Development of People program.
Contributions to One Great Hour of Sharing make a huge impact on people’s lives. Whether gifts take the form
of immediate relief to people experiencing crisis or partnerships with communities focused on long-term
solutions to chronic problems, contributions are a powerful, tangible witness to Christ’s healing love.
Portions of our offering to the One Great Hour of Sharing Program are also donated to other agencies we
support who provide relief and assistance to those in need. Please use the One Great Hour of Sharing
Envelope provided in your box of offering envelopes, or the special One Great Hour of Sharing pew envelopes
for your contributions. Look for more OGHS information to come in the weekly bulletin!
MISSION HIGHLIGHT – THE OUTREACH FOUNDATION/BRAZIL
For more than thirty years, the Outreach Foundation of the Presbyterian Church
(USA) has served God’s mission in the world by helping to connect Presbyterians
to the work of proclaiming the good news of Jesus Christ. Their vision is for
creating dynamic relationships that deepen mission passion and mission capacity.
Greenwood’s particular focus was the Outreach
Foundation’s Sertão Project in northeast Brazil. In 1998,
the Outreach Foundation joined with the Independent
Presbyterian Church of Brazil (IPIB) to launch an ambitious program of church
planting in the poor, semi-arid part of northeastern Brazil known as the Sertão.
Congregations were begun in eight communities and dozens of cisterns were
constructed. Beginning in 2015, the Outreach Foundation began to re-focus its
mission in Brazil towards seeing this mature indigenous denomination (the IPIB)
become better equipped to foster church planting even as they contribute to the
spread of the Gospel in Brazil in their own active congregations. The Outreach
Foundation now sees the local church in Brazil as the chief agent in planting new
churches. As a result, the commitment to starting new churches is no longer confined to specific regions
determined by the national church but is a nationwide commitment that is made when a
local church takes the initiative to start a new community of Christ followers. The
national level connects with the local church with a ministry to assess potential church
planters, and both the presbytery of the local church and National Department of
Evangelism join the local church in funding the new church. Their priorities are:
Helping the church live out its missional calling. Building the capacity of the global
church, especially where the church is vulnerable or growing rapidly, as together we, cultivate deep, long-term
relationships, support the work of missionaries and help each other equip leaders, plant and build churches,
and strengthen ministries of compassion. Transforming lives through mission involvement is their goal.
A perspective from the “PERSPECTIVES” course: “Witness – A witness is what you are
far more than it is something that you do. God arranges for His servants to display what
they declare. By public testimony in the face of hostility, ordinary people accomplish far
more than merely affirming the truth of Christ. Witnesses establish the value of following
Christ. Their persuasive power is not only because their words match their life—their words
and their life match those of Christ Himself. It is as if Christ Himself stands to testify before
the world.”
The Mission Committee
Emmy Kmet, Michael Snyman, Deb Stacey, Jon Farnsworth, Hannah Clark, Patti Parkinson, Marilyn Jacobs,
Amy Monahan, Shelley Monahan and Wilma Swanson

(other select C.S. Lewis quotes)
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MEMBER CARE COMMITTEE
Each year the Session is required to review the membership rolls and reach out to members who have not
been “active” during the past year. There are lots of ways one could define what it means to be an active
member of the church. Regularly attending worship is a good start, but as I did last year, I want to share with
you what the 2015-2017 edition of the Book of Order, Part II of the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church
(USA), section G-1.0304 The Ministry of Members says about the meaning of membership.
Membership in the Church of Jesus Christ is a joy and a privilege. It is also a commitment to participate
in Christ’s mission. A faithful member bears witness to God’s love and grace and promises to be
involved responsibly in the ministry of Christ’s Church. Such involvement includes:
•

Proclaiming the good news in word and deed,

•

Taking part in the common life and worship of a congregation,

•

Lifting one another up in prayer, mutual concern, and active support,

•

Studying Scripture and the issues of Christian faith and life,

•

Supporting the ministry of the church through the giving of money, time, and talents,

•

Demonstrating a new quality of life within and through the church,

•

Responding to God’s activity in the world through service to others,

•

Living responsibly in the personal, family, vocational, political, cultural, and social
relationships of life,

•

Working in the world for peace, justice, freedom, and human fulfillment,

•

Participating in the governing responsibilities of the church, and

•

Reviewing and evaluating regularly the integrity of one’s membership, and considering ways
in which one’s participation in the worship and service of the church may be increased and
made more meaningful.
I am personally very grateful that at Greenwood Church so many of our
members fulfill these commitments as they participate in the worship and
programs of the church and bear witness to their faith in their families,
workplace, and communities. But, as we begin 2017, let us each review
this list and consider ways in which we can participate more fully in the
ministry of Greenwood Church. Let’s make 2017 even better than 2016!
Elaine Magyar, Chair, Member Care Committee

Committee Members: Harry Curran, Sheila Curran, David Dickerman, Nancy Dickerman, Joan Eichenfeldt,
Linda Martin, Joan-Sandra McKnight, Jeff Plouffe, Bonnie Readett, Doris Safford, Cathy Schobel, Betty
Stacey, Carol Sullivan, and Walter Sullivan.

WORSHIP COMMITTEE
As we enter the New Year, let us continue to commit to serving the Lord and thanking him for
our many blessings. Our Worship Committee will continue to actively offer opportunities to serve
the Lord to all who wish to serve God by taking an active role in our worship services. The
volunteer positions that are available on a weekly basis are: Lectors, Greeters and Acolytes
(ideal for younger members of our church). There is no experience needed to volunteer for any
of these positions and training is available. If you are interested please call me (Wayne) at my
home at 737-0480 or email me at fopawam@verizon.net and I can discuss your interest and
get you started in serving God through assisting in our worship of Him.
We are blessed and thank all our volunteers and new members for their
dedicated and continued support in serving our Lord through worship. Worship
schedules are posted in Fellowship Hall and we encourage all to continue to sign
up to serve. I thank our Deacons and Elders and ask that they please continue to
volunteer and sign up to serve Communion in the coming months.
Our Worship Committee meets weekly before and after the Sunday services, so if you have
any suggestions and or comments, Don and I would love to hear from you. Make that
resolution to serve the Lord. See you at worship!
Sincerely in Christ, for the Worship Committee,
Wayne A. Meunier
(Don Sorgel, Chairman)
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NEWS FROM THE PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Thank you to everyone who helped to make our Country Christmas Bazaar so
successful! The net profit of $11,159.63 will help support our Presbyterian Women’s
budget as well as assure continued funding of our supported missions. Thank you to the
Ways and Means Committee and the Circles for planning and working on the bazaar.
We all enjoyed the annual Christmas Dinner and program. Thank you to Stu Mason,
Dick Collins, Russ Rudolph, Steve Ruscito, Jeff Plouffe, and the rest of the “Kitchen
Crew” for preparing our delicious dinner. Thanks also to the
men of the church for serving as our cheerful waiters! The
ladies of Circles IV and V were our hostesses and prepared the
punch, appetizers, and cookies for the dinner. The program up in the sanctuary
included special readings and prayers by the Program Committee and then we were
entertained by a return of “The Voices of Christmas.” They had more singers than
last year and presented a wonderful program for us. Thank you to the Program
Committee who planned and prepared this lovely evening for all of us!
Thank you to the Presbyterian Women who presented Stu and me with a special Thank You “gift” for the many
Christmas dinners we have prepared. We are pleased that we were able to do this work for the church. We
enjoyed working with all of the “Kitchen Crew” and the waiters.
During the months of February and March, PW will be having their annual collection for the “Gifts of Heart “kits.
We are all set for the items for the school kits which we collected in the fall; thank you very much! For the
health kits we need the following items and suggest you bring in the items according to your last name initial.
ABC
GHI
OPQR

Hand Towels
Combs (large or medium)
Bars of Soap

DEF
JKLMN
STUVW T

Washcloths
Nail Clippers
Toothbrushes (no toothpaste)

The box for the collection of Health Kits will be on the stage in February. Thank you to the congregation for
your continued support of this project as well as the School Kits and the Blanket Offering in the Fall.
The Picasso Quilters have started meeting again. Please check your church bulletin to see the times. They
are in need of blankets (full to king size) and neckties to help them continue to make more sleeping bags.
Please call Sandy Olson at 647-7034 for more information and/or if you have items to donate.
LOOKING AHEAD: Please mark your calendar for our PW Spring Gathering on April 4 at 11:00 a.m. in
Fellowship Hall. This will be a brunch followed by a program. We will have more details for you next month
and tickets will be on sale at the March Circle meetings. All of our church women are welcome to join us!

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY!
“Come as a guest, leave as a friend”
Betty Mason for Presbyterian Women

‘ROUND IN CIRCLES FOR FEBRUARY
Circle I will meet on Tuesday, February 28, at 1:00
p.m. in the church parlor to continue the Horizon
Bible study “Who is Jesus? What a Difference a
Lens Makes”’

Circle V will meet on Tuesday, February 14 at
noon for a bag lunch then break into small groups
and visit shut-ins.

Circle II will meet on Tuesday, February 14, in the
church parlor at 12 noon. Bring a bag lunch; coffee
will be ready. The meeting will follow lunch at 1:00.
The program will be Carol Sullivan sharing her
poetry with us.

Circle VII will meet on Tuesday, February 14, at
6:30 p.m. in the kindergarten room to make crafts
Project.
Circle VIII (Picasso Quilters) will meet in
Fellowship Hall at 1:00 p.m. on February 7 and 21
to make sleeping bags for the homeless.

Circle III will meet on Tuesday, February 14, at
6:30 p.m. at the Fairbairn / Summers home for
game night.

Oval IX – No planned meeting.

Circle IV will meet on Tuesday, February 14, at
7:00 p.m. in the church parlor.
If you have any questions about circles, please call me at 737-0717. Circle Notes are distributed monthly at
Circle meetings and are also available in the narthex.
Betty Stacey, Circle Coordinator
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~~~ CAUGHT IN THE NET ~~~
HOSPITALIZED SINCE THE DECEMBER/JANUARY ISSUE OF FISHERMEN’S NEWS:
Evelyn Rae, Norma Landry, Doris Fahlman, Betty Cloxton, Eiriana Fairbairn Summers and Rob Petrucci
After her fall, Betty Cloxton is now a resident at the Westview Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in West Warwick.
After her December hospitalization, Norma Landry moved to live with her daughter Kim, and is now residing in North Carolina.
SYMPATHY IS EXTENDED TO THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS OF THE GREENWOOD FAMILY:
Wendy and Richard Seufert and family in the loss of Wendy’s mother, Virginia Elaine Shepard Gardiner,
who passed away November 29, 2017. The funeral service was held at the Quinn Funeral Home December 1.
Ethel Mae Boyle in the loss of her husband, Donald William Boyle, who passed away December 14. The
funeral service was held at the Carpenter Jenks Funeral Home December 23.
Steve and Judy Ruscito in the loss of Steve’s mother, Mary Gionti Ruscito, who passed away January 14.
The funeral service was held at the Nardolillo Funeral Home January 19
Louise Ferrante in the loss of her husband, Bernard Anthony Ferrante, who passed away January 19. The
funeral service was held here at the church January 24.
Office Adminstrator Carol Castergine and husband Jim on the loss of Jim’s mother, Janet Castergine, who
passed away January 26. The funeral will be held February 4 at Immaculate Conception Church in Cranston.
CONGRATULATIONS AND ALL OUR BEST WISHES TO:
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel C. Fauber (Emily David) who where married at Greenwood Church December 29!

- - - - - - - -~~~ NOTES RECEIVED ~~~- - - - - - Dear friends ,

(Posted on Greenwood Community Church’s Facebook page:

Bernie and I want to thank you for the abundance of cards. His
May 19 stroke has left his legs weak, therefore he is mostly in
a bed we have set up for him in the dining room; sometimes he
is able to sit in a wheelchair. He enjoys company. We so
appreciate the thoughts and prayers from the church.

I just wanted to extend a huge thank you to the Greenwood
community for the amazing outpouring of love and support that
Rob has received! We are so lucky to be a part of this family!
God is good! -- Wendy Petrucci
An excerpt from a January 7 note to our financial secretary:

Blessings,
Louise Ferrante
(received weeks prior to Bernie’s January 19 passing)

Thank you so much for the Christmas cards, birthday cards
and many phone calls I’ve received. I pray for all of you and
the ministry at Greenwood. May the Lord bless you.

Please let Dr. Clark know how much my mother has
appreciated visits from so many members of her church
community including Eric McNeely, Angie D’Albora, her faithful
deacon Bonnie Readett, and all the Greenwood musicians and
singers who caroled to her and the other residents of the Atria
Harborhill home just before Christmas. It is very heartwarming
when a church family does not forget their parishioners who
can no longer make it to church on a Sunday morning.

I love you all,
Nancy Merritt

Sincerely,
Robert Ashton (for Elsa Ashton)

Dear Friends at Greenwood,

Thank you to our wonderful Greenwood Church family,

Dear Greenwood Community Church,

For your gifts, visitations, calls, and cards during my Mother’s
recent passing. You’re always so supportive and caring; and
Judy and I truly appreciate it. Also a special thanks to Circle V
who included my Mom among their persons of concern. She
so enjoyed the cards and baskets, etc. over the years.
Although we will miss her, we are truly grateful that Mom was
given 91 years.

I would like to thank you for your partnership with Operation
Christmas Child (OCC) this year. Your donated boxes became
Gospel opportunities for children around the world. God
enabled Rhode Island to send 11,700 Gospel opportunities this
year, and you were a part of that amazing story. We hope you
will prayerfully consider packing additional shoeboxes in the
future, and that the Lord may challenge you with some Godsized goals! Again, thank you for graciously sending “Good
News and Great Joy” to children around the world at Christmas
time. God is certainly at work through your generosity!

In Christian Gratitude,
Steve and Judy Ruscito
Pastor Clark,

Blessings,

I don't know if I will be able to attend worship Sunday. If not, I
just wanted to Thank You for your PRAYERS, e-mail, your visit
and also wanted to extend thanks to my extended Greenwood
family, for the outpouring of LOVE in the form of PRAYER,
visits and cards. The surgery and recovery have gone well
thus far and I am on the mend. I know that YOU and the
Greenwood community were praying continuously. I am
forever grateful. My recovery is in God's hands and I trust His
plan. If possible, please share this, as I am just awestruck by
the outpouring of LOVE and just wanted to say thanks.
Humbled and Blessed,
Rob Petrucci

Lisa Brown
Volunteer Coordinator, RI Operation Christmas Child
Dear Greenwood Church,
Thank you so much for all your help and support during our
difficult time with the fire. It is very much appreciated.
Thank you,
Shane & Christine Spencer

DEADLINE for March Fishermen’s News is February 12
Please leave articles in the church office or email to ccastergine@gccp.org
and write “Fishermen’s News” in the subject line
-9-
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Birthday Blessings for February. . .
Sherry Phillips 2-1
Donald Baker 2-2
Abigail Porcaro 2-4
Patricia Charpentier 2-5
Cathy Schobel 2-7
Fred Fairbairn Summers 2-8

Richard Arling 2-11
Nancy Dickerman 2-11
Hannah Clark 2-12
Jay Martins 2-12
Andrea Souza 2-13
Amanda David 2-16

Helen Hausman 2-17
Katie Demers 2-20
Martha Beard 2-21
Elaine Magyar 2-21
Julie McCaffrey 2-27
Mandy-Lynn Phillips 2-27

~~~February Events~~~
1
2
3
5
7

11
12
14

15

Handbells
6:15
Chancel Choir
7:00
Officer Training 7:00
Parents Night Out 6 -9
Kings’ Kid’s
29Eleven
Picasso Quilters
Men’s Bowling
Family Dinner
Handbells
Chancel Choir

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

5 -7 p.m.
6 –8 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:15 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Family Game Night 4 -7 p.m.
Kings’ Kid’s
5 -7 p.m.
29 Eleven
6 -8 p.m.
Circles II & IV
Noon
Circles III, IV & VII evening
Men’s Bowling
6:30 p.m.
39ers
11:30 a.m.
39ers program
1:00 p.m.
Family Dinner
5:30 p.m.
Handbells
6:15 p.m.
Chancel Choir
7:00 p.m.

16
19
19
21
22

23
26
28

Session Mtg.
Kings’ Kid’s
29Eleven
Picasso Quilters
Family Dinner
Handbells
Chancel Choir
Deacons Mtg.
Kings’ Kid’s
29Eleven
Circle I

7:00 p.m.
5 -7 p.m.
6 -8 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:15 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
5 -7 p.m.
6 -9 p.m.
1:00 p.m.

