
The Lord IS Come? 
Sermon, December 6, 2015 
Second Sunday of Advent 

Texts: Psalm 98, Luke 21:25-36, I Thessalonians 3:6-13 
 

We sang earlier, “Joy to the World, the Lord is come.  Let earth receive her King!”  We usually think of our opening hymn 
as a Christmas carol, but it is technically an Advent hymn, adapted from a poem written by Isaac Watts and 
originally entitled “The Messiah’s Coming and Kingdom.”  The words are a paraphrase of the last half of Psalm 98, 
which was our Psalter this morning.   

Did you ever wonder why Mr. Watts chose to write “The Lord IS come”?  Not “the Lord has come (past tense)” or 
“the Lord will come (future tense),” but “the Lord IS come (present tense).”  Yes, Advent is about looking back, and we 
certainly celebrate in this season that the Lord HAS come.  Advent is certainly about remembering how the hopes 
and fears of all the years were met in thee that night, o little town of Bethlehem.  And yes, Advent is also about 
looking ahead.  As Jesus Himself promised in our Gospel reading this morning, the Lord WILL come again.  During 
this liturgical season we do remember the Lord HAS come, and we also remember that He WILL come as promised 
and also as foretold at the end of Psalm 98 “… to judge the earth, to judge the world in righteousness, and the peoples with equity.”  
As mentioned last week, this is not so much a threat as it is a glorious consolation … it is the joyful and certain 
hope that God will indeed finish what He started, God will bring to full completion the salvation and redemption of 
this world He so loved so much that He sent His only begotten Son in the first place.  The Lord has come, the Lord 
will come, and Advent is also very much about right now … the Lord IS come, present tense.  The Bible tells us 
"Today is the day of salvation."  Not yesterday, not tomorrow; TODAY.  Jesus comes to us today.  Advent is also very 
much about the restoring grace and redeeming love of Jesus Who comes to us in the present tense, in the day we 
have, today … and about us living each and every moment conscious of His living presence with us right now.  
Advent is past, future and present all rolled into one.   

The following two excerpts were edited out on the spot Sunday due to time constraints -- slc   

(1) Back in my Baptist days, I remember being asked on more than a few occasions, “When were you saved?”  I eventually learned to 
give the best (and Advent-themed) response to this:  “I was saved 2,000 years ago.”  For that’s when Jesus came to do the work 
necessary for salvation.  But He also comes in the present to meet us in the day we have and to help us “appropriate” that salvation in 
our lives, and He will come again to bring everything to completion.  Now, I do clearly remember deciding to accept an invitation to come 
forward at a movie theater after a Billy Graham film (“For Pete’s Sake”) to commit my life to Jesus as best I knew how; I was with my 
youth group at the time … that was actually forty-five years ago this very day, December 6, 1970.  I can honestly say my life began to 
take on a whole new meaning and purpose from that day forward.  But I no longer say I was “saved” December 6, 1970, because (a) the 
Christian life isn’t just “one” decision; each and every day of my life I have to make countless conscious decisions to follow Jesus in 
every aspect of life, and (b) the full meaning of salvation in Christ is like Advent … past, future and present all rolled into one. 

(2) Imagine what you might do for the next few weeks if you knew Christ would actually come back on December 25th .  What would 
change?  What would you do?  How would you prepare for that day?  Ideally, nothing would change … for we are called to live each and 
every moment as if Jesus comes to us today, in the day we have.  The Lord IS come, so we aim to please Him in all we do in the present 
moment, thankful that He came, eagerly anticipating His return, and living life in His glorious presence in the present! (now, practically 
speaking, if I knew Jesus was going to return December 25th, I might not have paid nearly $2000 to remove trees from my front yard 
Friday … one tall pine that fell in a storm this past summer just missed my home … but I digress). (end of excerpts)  

Last week we talked about Elizabeth’s “dumb” husband Zechariah.1  Before I go on, I do want to add this 
caveat:  I may have been a little hard on Zechariah last time.  I certainly did not want to come across as smug, but 
fear I may have done so.  When I meet Zechariah in heaven (and any other biblical characters, for that matter!), I want to 
have a clear conscience that I didn’t unfairly bash him (as if to insinuate, “well, if I had been there, I woulda done better.”)!  
Zechariah was an upright, good, honorable and faithful man of integrity worthy of our admiration; in fact, Luke takes 
pains to tell us in Luke 1:6 that Zechariah and Elizabeth were both "… upright in the sight of God, observing all the Lord's 
commandments and regulations blamelessly."  That’s high praise!  Sometimes God can and does hold such praiseworthy 
people to a higher standard for His greater purposes and for the greater good of all, as He apparently did in this 
case.  But as mentioned last week, this good and faithful priest’s life would have been a whole lot easier if he had 
believed God’s word given by the angel Gabriel in the first place.  Zechariah, who spend nine months in compelled 
silence learning what it means to take God at His word; Zechariah who, when his son was born and everyone 
wanted to name him Zechariah Junior and Zechariah wrote down HIS NAME IS JOHN ... which was the name the 
angel told him to give the boy ... and, with this act of obedience Zechariah's tongue was released and he sang his 
Benedictus with this opening line, “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because He has come and has redeemed his people.” 
                                                 
1 See https://greenwoodchurch.files.wordpress.com/2015/12/dumbstruck-by-grace2.pdf  

https://greenwoodchurch.files.wordpress.com/2015/12/dumbstruck-by-grace2.pdf


As asked last week, what did Zechariah mean, “God HAS redeemed his people?”  That’s in the past tense.  
Now, the baby John the Baptist was only eight days old, and Jesus hasn’t even born! How can he sing about the 
work of redemption being completed already? I mean, this is all just getting started!  Well, Zechariah had just spend 
nine months learning in silence that (a) God means what He says, and (b) God will finish what He starts.  Zechariah 
believes this so much that he puts this in the past tense ... “God HAS redeemed His people” ... it’s as good as done, 
because Zechariah knows God WILL finish this.  He now knows without a doubt that God is as good as His Word.   

This is almost another sermon, but in a way, Zechariah’s silence might be seen as blessing in disguise, rather 
than a punishment … as a friend of mine years ago liked to put it, this can be seen as a something of a “blessing in 
the neck.”  Sometimes silence is good.  Sometimes we just have to be quiet and let God finish what He is saying, 
what He is doing, and not cut Him off or get in His way with our doubts and cynical questions or comments.  
Sometimes we just have to be quiet and let God go to work instead of trying to wrap and explain and categorize all 
His unlimited activity in our limited words and concepts and jargon and formulas.  Sometimes we have to just shut 
up and be quiet and quietly watch and attentively listen and humbly learn and lovingly pay attention to just how the 
grace of God is working in the lives of those who WE may be trying to straighten out, and even be open to the 
reality that God may be trying to straighten US out through these same people!  Sometimes we just have to be still 
to know that God is God, as the Psalmist put it.  Again, that’s another sermon; just an unfinished thought for now. 

So, Advent is as much about the joyful expectation that God will bring to completion the salvation and 
redemption of the world He loves so much that He sent His only-begotten son in the first place as it is about 
remembering the past and about living in the present.  God will finish what He started; that is true for you and it is 
true for all creation.  What does that mean? It means a world made new without the pain of suffering and death, 
without disease, without pain, without terroristic mass shootings, without nation against nation or religion against 
religion, a world without poverty or refugees, without children soldiers or suicide bombers or abandoned babies.  All 
will be made whole, right, good, complete … and that is good news.  So we can and do sing "Joy to the World, the 
Lord IS come."  The Lord has come to begin His work of redemption, He is going to come to bring that work to full 
completion, and He’s already here right now busily engaged in that work inviting us to work  with Him!   

Advent points not only to a past to be remembered and a future to be eagerly anticipated; it points to the 
present … and this is the present Paul points to as he writes to the church at Thessalonica, a church, by the way, 
who was very much looking forward to the return of Christ.  The Thessalonians had a keen interest in Jesus return, 
which they fully expected to happen in their lifetimes.  To give just a little background to our reading from I 
Thessalonians: Paul had been away from Thessalonica a few months.  When he, Silas and Timothy first came to 
Thessalonica, they preached in the synagogue for about three weeks, and the new church was born.  But the 
leaders of the synagogue did not take kindly to their work and, in response, instigated a riot, and Paul, Silas and 
Timothy had to flee for their lives and were hastily smuggled out of town.  The fledgling church there faced much 
persecution from those same leaders.  Now, a few months later, Paul is in Corinth (Corinth is a little over three hundred 
miles from Thessalonica, which is just about how far the Philadelphia Eagles had to travel yesterday in order to come beat the New England 
Patriots later this afternoon), ministering to the Corinthian congregation, and the people in Thessalonica are weighing 
heavily upon Paul's heart.  Again, he had only been with them three weeks, and they were facing intense resistance 
and persecution. 

Timothy has just arrived in Corinth to visit Paul, and Timothy had stopped in Thessalonica along the way.  To 
Paul’s delight, Timothy brought a good and glowing report.  The Thessalonica congregation, even though they only 
had three weeks of Christian training, seemed to be thriving!  Timothy spoke of the Thessalonians’ love, how it was 
abounding, and how their faith was growing accordingly.  Paul writes, in so many words, “That's great!  Yes, Jesus came, 
and that's why you are a community of faith.  And yes, Jesus will return, we don't know when, but He will, and you live in eager anticipation of 
that!  In the meantime, Timothy tells me you have a real handle on what's important!  You abound in love!  You abound in faith!  Well, may 
the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you. May He strengthen 
your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all His holy ones!”   

In the little time remaining, I just want to point out that this is THE reliable mark of Christ's living presence in 
the Today, in the day we have;  this is the mark that the Lord IS come in any congregation, including the 
Thessalonian church … and that is the genuinely Christian love they have for one another, the esteem and respect 
with which they hold one another, the patience and tolerance with which they lovingly deal with each other, and the 
joy they find being with one another ... it is all a very real sign that Christ IS present now, building His church in 
love, a love that just overflows its bounds and moves beyond the walls of the church … “May the Lord make your love 
increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else,” as Paul writes.  Christian love is the love of Jesus poured into our 
lives and shared in such abundance that it overflows our boundaries and moves beyond us into the world.  Such 
love knows there is a world out there RIGHT NOW in need of the Lord Who lives in and among us TODAY.   

There’s a bumper sticker I saw awhile back with these words: "Jesus is coming; look busy!"  Well, don't just look 
busy, be busy!  Sure, He’s coming, but He’s also already here.  Let’s be busy in the loving actions that bring Joy to 
the World, for He IS come.  Let us do every loving thing we can to better enable earth to receive her King.  Amen. 


