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DECEMBER 2015 / JANUARY 2016
Dear Members and Friends,
As I write the Sunday evening before Thanksgiving, among other things on my rather disheveled desktop are three
special items: (1) The delightful Koldyk twins, Samantha and Janet, gave me a package of my all-time favorite German
gingerbread cookies (“lebkuchen,” which they received from an aunt living in Germany) both in appreciation of the fun children’s
sermons and to wish me a Happy Thanksgiving (they also informed me they used their “awards” from last week to buy more kitty food for
the homeless kitties!), (2) a $10,000 (!) check to the church quietly given me this morning by a faithful member “… in gratitude to
God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit,” and (3) this note I received from Evelyn Murray, which I read to the congregation last Sunday:
I would like to express my love for, and deepest gratitude to, all those who offered up their prayers, energy, strength, time, worldly goods and
funds to help Julia Porcaro and her three girls move on yesterday to a new phase in their lives, one we all hope will be filled with peace,
surrounded by our love and support, with a renewed dedication to serving our Lord and helping all those whose lives we have the power to enrich!
As many of you know, the Porcaro family faced the unexpected and tragic passing of loving husband, devoted father
and industrious sole provider Charles this past July, leaving a huge void in their lives as well as creating many practical
needs. Many of you helped the bereaved family move to a new apartment November 14; quality donations of needed
furniture, truck rental, manpower (and womanpower!), and other generous contributions (both financial and practical) came
together in an almost miraculous manner coordinated largely by Evelyn and other Presbyterian Women. On a related
note, the Porcaros’ needs continue; this past Thursday, the Deacons established the Porcaro Relief Fund. Donations
are welcome (and some already received!); if you care to contribute, write your check to Greenwood Community Church,
earmark it “Porcaro Relief Fund,” and place it in the offering, mail it to the office, or give it to Evelyn Murray. THANK YOU!
Thanksgiving is now just four days away, the Deacons are preparing to deliver fifty holiday food baskets
as well as home-cooked hot turkey meals to needy folks in our community, and we are once again
gearing up for our annual celebration of our Lord’s birth! As you’ll read on the attached flyer (BOTH sides)
and in the pages within, a number of activities and services are planned and eagerly anticipated; to
highlight a few: November 29 Hanging of the Greens at 9:30 AM (ONE service that day) and Advent
Wreath Family Workshop and Pot Luck at 5:00 PM; December 4 Parents Night Out 6:00 PM, with the
children watching The Polar Express (SIXTEEN showed up for our last PNO!); Mission Committee’s Christmas
Giving Tree program (presents due December 6th !); December 6 All-Church Christmas Caroling 4:00 PM
(and thank you to Ocean State Transit in Barrington for donating bus transportation COMPLETELY FREE!); December 8
Presbyterian Women’s Christmas Gathering 6:00 PM (preceded by “Mini-Bazaar” at 5:00 PM), Sunday
School Christmas Pageant 4:00 PM December 12 (followed by a delicious pasta supper!); December 21 Sunday School
Christmas Tableau 9:00 AM, and four days later our Christmas Eve Services of Worship 6:00 and 10:00 PM!.
Blessings to all for a happy, holy, joyous Christmas and a healthy & prosperous New Year!! -- Stephen L. Clark, Pastor
The Blacks … and the Browns!

Jennifer Carlsten

The Majeikas and the Koldyks

Pictures include
ten of our
eleven new
members and
families, the
29Eleven youth
fellowship,
November 22
worship
activities and
instrumentalists
and Parent’s
Night Out!

THIS MONTH IN CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
christianed@gccp.org
Virginia Jacobs, Elaine Magyar, Joann Rudolph, Kristine Swanson

NEWS FROM THE SUNDAY SCHOOL
Advent is a wonderful time for preparing our hearts and minds for the celebration of Jesus’ birth. Children of all
ages will be learning about the Christmas story in our Sunday School. The Sunday School has its very own
Advent wreath and we will be lighting the candles and singing favorite Christmas carols. Also, each class will
be learning the story of Jesus' birth. We are excited and looking forward to the Annual Christmas Pageant
which will be directed by our teacher, Mr. Rob Petrucci. Be sure to mark your calendars for this annual event
(Sat., Dec. 12th at 4:00 p.m.). It is always such an awesome sight to see our youth presenting a meaningful
Christmas message and our little ones dressed up as angels; just precious!
Fellowship Hall will be festively decorated for our time together as we share a
pasta dinner.
MITTEN TREE: In December and January grades 1, 2 and 3 and their
teachers, Angie D’Albora and Jay David, will coordinate the collecting of
mittens, hats, gloves and scarves for the needy on our Mitten Tree in Fellowship
Hall. All are welcome to donate to this mission.
Mark your calendars for the following Advent season activities:
November 29: Please join us for the Hanging of the Greens during the one service of worship at 9:30
a.m. Sunday school students will help prepare our sanctuary with wreaths and figures of the nativity scene.
Please see Mrs. Rudolph or Ms. Swanson if you will be available.
Advent Wreath Workshop, 5:00 p.m. (also November 29) All materials and instructions will be provided.
Come make an Advent wreath and share in a sandwich and dessert pot luck supper.
December 4: Parents’ Night Out for all ages. Come at 6:00 p.m. and watch the Polar Express on the big
screen while your parents enjoy a night out. Wear your PJs!
December 6: Christmas Caroling for all ages! Please meet at the church at 4:00 p.m.
December 12: Christmas Pageant and Pasta Supper 4:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Sign up with Mrs.
Rudolph or Ms. Swanson if you would like to be in the pageant and to find out about rehearsal times.
December 13: Christmas Concert at 5:00 p.m. This promises to be a wonderful, inspirational event for all
ages!
December 20: The Sunday school children will be presenting a Christmas tableau at the 9:00 service. All
children are welcome to participate! Please come and share this special moment with your children.
December 24: Christmas Eve services, 6:00 and 10:00 p.m. The early service is well-suited for families
and children of all ages.
December 27: One service of worship; no Sunday School. Children attend worship at 9:30 with their
families.

KING’S KIDS, 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. every Sunday
Proverbs 22:6 – Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it.
Kings Kids - Kings Kids would like to thank everyone for being so generous with their donations for "Operation
Christmas Child". We were able to fill all the boxes (110 as of this writing; that's 110 families that will be
touched just from Greenwood Community Church in little Warwick, Rhode Island!). WE are God’s hands and
feet! God bless you and these families!. Please see above for all the details of upcoming events for
December. We have so much planned and we want you all to be a part of it.
All Children in grades 2 through 6 are invited to join us and bring a friend. We will be singing in worship in
December, at the Christmas Concert and on Christmas Eve at the 6:00 service. We have lots going on this
month; make sure to read the Sunday School handouts so you don’t miss out on the fun!

29 Eleven NEWS
Jer 29:11 For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans to prosper you
and not harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.
All Junior and Senior Highs are welcome to join us! We meet every Sunday from 5:30 –
8:00 p.m. in the Youth Room! Friends are always welcome!
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MEMBER CARE COMMITTEE
On Sunday, November 15, we welcomed eleven new members into our Greenwood
Church family. As is his custom, at the Session meeting to vote on receiving our new
members, Pastor Clark asked all present to tell something about how they came to
Greenwood Church. In the current class, some were first attracted to Greenwood by
Vacation Bible School or an invitation from a friend, but all agreed that a big part of
their decisions to become members was the warm welcome they received. You
never know when you reach out and greet the person next to you on Sunday morning
what an impact that simple act can have. One of our “new” members told her story, a
story that with her permission I want to share with you all.
It was 1977. An independent young woman who had grown up attending a Methodist church with her family
decided to visit other churches in the area to see what they were like. At all but one of these churches, she
was able to attend the service and slip out unnoticed, but not at Greenwood Church. A friendly woman sitting
nearby (perhaps Betty Mason?) greeted her warmly after the service and, surprised to see a teenaged girl in
church alone, asked if everything was all right. The young girl enthusiastically responded that yes, thank you,
everything is just fine, and that she had liked the service and planned to come again. When she told her
parents about the warm, friendly church she had discovered, her mother told her that Greenwood was the
church their friends Fran and Jim Bonn belonged to; and a plan was made for the whole family to visit. They
must have liked it because on November 11, 1977, Charles, Florence, Janice, Virginia, and Linda Hachadorian
became members of Greenwood Community Church.
But that’s not the end of the story. As many of you know, Janice’s mother Florence has served the church in
all sorts of ways, as a Deacon, PW member, leader of the collations committee, and more. Her father,
Charles, was the junior high Sunday School teacher for many years and a valuable member of the Session.
Sister Ginny (Jacobs now) has also served as a Deacon, sings in the choir, and is our energetic Director of
Family Ministries. In that role she is directly responsible for bringing many new members into our Greenwood
family, including several other members of this year’s class. Then we get to the next generation. Ginny’s
children Jessy, Jaime, and Jillian are contributing in their own ways in music and Christian Education. Jaime,
like his Mom and Grandmother, is also serving as a Deacon, along with his wife, Marilyn. In January 1997
Janice and her husband Jeff Black brought their son John to Greenwood to be baptized – and now he is our
Director of Music, Choir Director, and Organist. (I remember when, as a wee lad of about five or six, John
insisted that he be allowed to accompany us on the piano when we sang in Children’s Church.) His sister
Christian is also sharing her considerable musical talents to enrich our worship services. Think of it – all of
these contributions stemming from one member who reached out and made a visitor feel sincerely welcome!
I don’t think this is all just chance. I believe that from the very beginning the Holy Spirit has been guiding the
people of Greenwood Church and giving them the grace to love and care for one another. Another example of
this is the outpouring of support from the church as our members pooled their talents to help Julia Porcaro and
her daughters find a new place to live, donated or located needed items of furniture, orchestrated the move so
it went smoothly, and supplied man (and woman) power to carry boxes, bags, and furniture. It was amazing to
see it all come together, thanks to the many, many hours invested by people who follow Jesus’ call to love and
help our neighbors.
We need you all to be part of this ongoing effort. Welcome our visitors, and/or let someone on the Committee
know if you notice someone hasn’t been in church in a while. Give us a call if you or someone else needs help
in ways big or small.
Thank you all, from the Member Care Committee: Elaine Magyar, Harry Curran, Walter Sullivan, Betty Stacey,
Sheila Curran, Carol Sullivan, David Dickerman, Nancy Dickerman, Joan Eichenfeldt, Linda Martin, JoanSandra McKnight, Jeff Plouffe, Bonnie Readett, Doris Safford, Cathy Schobel, and Cheryl Bullock

39er’s DECEMBER GATHERING

39er’s JANUARY GATHERING

Wednesday, December 16, at 11:30 a.m.
Top of the Bay in Oakland Beach

Wednesday, January 20, at 11:30 a.m.
Top of the Bay in Oakland Beach

Menu

Menu

Choice of Roast Turkey or Baked Scrod with Soup,
Coffee or Tea, and Dessert

Choice of Sirloin Tips or Baked Scrod with Soup,
Coffee or Tea, and Dessert

Cost: $15.00

Cost: $15.00

Program in Fellowship Hall at 1:30 P.M.

Program in Fellowship Hall at 1:30 PM

Come for a Yankee Swap and sing carols!

Bill Cheney will tell us about his trip to Italy.

If you need a ride or a reservation, please call Linda Gungle @ 828-7687.
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MUSIC PROGRAM
Dear friends,
Here we are in the midst of Advent, enjoying this contemplative period of
hopeful prayer as we await the celebration of Christ’s birth. This is a
favorite time of the liturgical year for many reasons, not the least of which
is the retelling of a story so familiar to us and central to our history,
coupled of course with the singing of familiar hymns. We remember and
cherish these things, not only for their tremendous theological
significance, but also for the deep sentiment we attach to them - the
Gospel we vividly remember hearing as children; the carols we can
joyously sing without reading the music; the celebration so profound it
changed our existence, giving us hope, light, and peace. And it is a celebration that bears repeating;
no amount of time can change that. The special joy of hushed excitement brought forth by Christmas
Eve worship is like nothing else, and creates tremendous potential for truly moving worship (to say
nothing of the wonderful family memory this service creates!).
So, through the remainder of Advent, Christmastide and Epiphany, let us be re-enchanted by these
things. Hang on every word of the Gospel as it is read and proclaimed in worship, and make time for
further study of these monumental texts. Boldly respond to our Calls to Worship and congregational
prayers as we are captivated by the inspiration worship brings during this season. And, of course,
sing a hymn of praise from your heart to the Lord; take these carols we hold so dear and use them as
messengers of your adoration and thanksgiving to God. Maximize the corporate worship experience
for all it can be during this special season!
Our congregation is also abundantly blessed with opportunities for fellowship and activity, especially
at this time of year. Don’t miss our Christmas concert here at Greenwood on Sunday, December
13 at 5:00 p.m. The program, entitled “Carols and Classics”, will consist of choral works presented by
the Greenwood Concert Choir, comprised of all Chancel Choir members and other fine volunteer
musicians from the community. They will present a varied repertoire of beautiful carol arrangements,
classical works and traditional Christmas anthems. Additionally, our Youth and Handbell choirs will
present favorite Christmas anthems, and several of our talented instrumentalists and vocalists will
perform. This is sure to be a wonderful offering of the talent present in our Music Program, and the
start of a lovely new tradition at Greenwood. Bring your friends and neighbors to experience the
music of Christmas at Greenwood Church!
Pray for God to touch all of our hearts this Advent and Christmastide, that we may be moved more
than ever by the splendor of His abounding love for us.
MERRY CHRISTMAS!
Blessings,
John
John C. Black, Director of Music and Choirs, Organist
MISSION COMMITTEE
This Christmas Season the Mission Committee has once again partnered with Westbay Community Action and
The Kent Center to provide Christmas gifts to children receiving services from these agencies. Be sure to stop
by the Giving Tree in Fellowship Hall. Each gift should be purchased new
and cost no more than $30. Cash donations will also be gratefully
accepted; money donated will be used to purchase gifts for children and/or
grocery and gas cards for their parents. Please return gifts by December 7
wrapped or unwrapped. Thank you for supporting this ministry. The
workers from Warwick CAP and the Kent Center appreciate Greenwood
very much and express their gratitude and blessings upon you all.
PEACE CORPS UPDATE FROM NICARAGUA: Amanda David has completed the intensive language and
cultural training needed to serve with the Peace Corps in Nicaragua for the next two years. She was sworn in
on Saturday, November 14 and moved into her new village on Sunday, November 15. Amanda will serve in a
small village in the District of Boaco. The District of Boaco is located in the mountains east of the capitol of
Managua. She will be teaching English alongside native teachers at the secondary or university level. She
has been assigned to work with six native teachers and once a week will travel to a remote area of the country
to work with teen-age natives. She will be challenged with finding food that agrees with her, and confronting
her “love” of spiders and bugs. The worker who is just finishing up in her village warned her about tarantulas
and scorpions in her house – and said not to leave any clothing on the floor.
Please see committee members Harry Curran, Deb Stacey or Emmy Kmet for more information on how to
effectively lift your missionaries up in prayer and send them short notes or emails of encouragement.
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NEWS FROM PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
The Christmas season will be here soon. The first Sunday in Advent is November 29th and then we will be in
the midst of Christmas preparations. While we are busy preparing for Christmas, let us take time for worship
and remember that “Jesus is the reason for the season”.
All of our church women are welcome to attend our PW Christmas Gathering on December 8th. There will be
“Mini “Bazaar shopping at 5:00 p.m. and then Dinner at 6:00 p.m. followed by a musical program up in the
sanctuary. The musical program for the evening will be “The Voices of Christmas,’ a group of a cappella
singers who gather each year to sing Christmas Carols and are dressed in Victorian-inspired finery.
The tickets for the dinner are $10 and will be on sale at coffee hours on November 15, 22, and 29. The
deadline for ticket sales is on December 1st. The dinner will be prepared by Stu Mason and his “kitchen crew”
and served by the men of the church. The dinner entrée will be a choice of Baked Stuffed Chicken Breast or
Pot Roast.
We will be collecting paper products and non-perishable food items to be given to our local agencies. Also,
please remember to bring an unwrapped gift for a child (infant - teenager) to be taken to the South Providence
Neighborhood Ministries for distribution.
Thank you to the PW Program Committee and the ladies of Circles IV and V for planning and preparing for this
lovely evening. Also, we give many thanks to the men of the church for preparing and serving our delicious
dinner. Our Circles will be having their own Christmas parties and also have special giving projects as they
help local needy people at Christmas time.
The Picasso Quilters have been very busy and won’t be meeting until January. These ladies have made 590
sleeping bags since the group started here at Greenwood Church 6 years ago. They just gave sixty sleeping
bags to Bruce and Laura Martin to be used for a homeless program they work with at their church in New
Bedford. These bags will be a great help to homeless people in the cold winter months ahead. We appreciate
the time and effort that these ladies use to work on this worthwhile project!
“Come as a guest, Leave as a friend.”
I wish you all the Blessings of Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year!
Betty Mason for Presbyterian Women

‘ROUND IN CIRCLES FOR DECEMBER AND JANUARY

t

t

“Good friends are like angels;
you don’t have to see them to know they are there.”
Circle V will meet on Thursday, December 17 at
the home of Angie D’Albora for a pot luck lunch. In
January they will meet on the 7th in the church in
the old 5/6 room to meet with the MS Key Club.

Circle I will not meet in December, but will meet
January 26 at 1:00 p.m. in the parlor to continue the
Horizon Bible Study: Lesson 4, ”Come to the
Waters.”

Circle VII will not meet in December, but will go out
to dinner in January. Date, time, and place to be
determined.

Circle II will meet on Tuesday, December 1, at
Red Stripe for lunch, and January 12, 12:00 Church
Parlor for lunch; program “Travels with Kitty” 1:00

Circle VIII (Picasso Quilters) will not meet in
December. Please watch the Sunday bulletin insert
for January dates.

Circle III will meet on Tuesday, December 15, at
6:30 p.m. at the home of Fairbairn Summers home,
potluck dinner. On January 12 a program
discussion on favorite shoes will be our topic.

Oval IX no scheduled meetings in December or
January.

Circle IV members will be going to Olive Garden
for dinner. On January 12, 7:30 p.m. program to be
be held in the church parlor is the “pound auction.”

.

If you have any questions about Circles, please call me at 737-0717.
Betty Stacey
Circle Coordinator
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CAUGHT IN THE NET
HOSPITALIZED since the last issue:
Joan Sandra McKnight, Evelyn Rae, Bill Stock

- - - - - - -~~~ NOTES RECEIVED ~~~- - - - - - Dear Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian.

To all my friends at Greenwood,

Thank you very much for the use of your
fine facility for our SOUP’S ON! The soup tasting
event was held to raise funds for our education
Scholarships for women worldwide.

First, I would like to thank Pastor Steve for
coming to visit with me and bringing Communion
and lovely flowers. Thanks to all my friends who
visited with me while I was hospitalized and then at
Saint Elizabeth’s rehabilitation center. I was also
very excited to get a visit from Paula Johnson with
another bouquet of flowers which brought a breath
of fall into my life. Thank you everyone for visiting
with me. God bless Greenwood Community
Church, wishing you all a very blessed
Thanksgiving.

Best wishes,
The women of PEO
,

In His name,
Evelyn Rae

Please join us for
Christmas Caroling!
December 6 – 4:00 PM

December
Birthdays:

January
Birthdays:

Matt Algozino
Millicent Budlong-Springer
Jason Carson
Joe Casinelli
Natalie Chenel
Grace Duff
Elizabeth Farnsworth
Mary Farnsworth
Ryan Fraser
Karen Grande
Doris Hamel
Danny Hayman
Alyssa Jones
Benno Lebkuchner
Cathy Maguire
Marci Mahoney
Denise Mair
Abe Monahan
Shelley Monahan
Carter Nolan
Heather Nolan
Lois Mowry
Kay Peterson
Brandon Phillips
Mildred Plouffe
Hannah Porcaro
Larry Rittmann
Joann Rudolph
Bonnie Sorgel
Alexis Snowman
Peggy Swanson
Tracy Traficante
Gladwyn Voigt

Kamron Aggor
Cheryl Bowser
Christina Casinelli
Tom D’Albora
Kim D’Antico
Kiki David
Jena Fairbairn Summers
Dave Greco
Cynthia Hackett
Alex Harrop
Bob Herman
Rebecca Hurd
Paula Johnson
Laura Johnston
Tarah Krahenbill-Pickup
Norma MacLeod
Stu Mason
Ralph Matteson
Tom Mays
Kayleigh McCaffrey
Jason McNeely
Flora Meunier
Luciana Meunier
Norbert Morin
John Phillips
Owen Phillips
Austin Pickup
Alice Richardson
Susan Riel
Evelyn Robinson
Alex Rudolph
Russ Rudolph
Faith Ruhren
Don Sorgel
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Calendar of Events
December
1

January

Circle IV, going to Olive Garden for lunch.

1

Happy New Year!

3

King’s Kids, 5:00 p.m.

Circle II, going to Red Stripe 12:00 for lunch
2

3

29 Eleven, 6:00 p.m.

Handbells, 6:00 p.m.

5

Men’s Bowling, 6:30 p.m.

Family Dinner, 6:00 p.m.

7

Bible Study, 10:00 a.m.

Chancel Choir, 7:00 p.m.

7

Circle V 10:30 a.m. 5/6 room MS Key Club

Bible Study, 10:00 a.m.

Planning Committee, 7:00 p.m.

Planning Committee, 7:00 p.m.

Committee Meetings, 7:30 p.m.

Committee Meetings, 7:30 p.m.

10

4

Parents’ Night Oout, 6-9:00p.m. – Polar Express

12 Circle IV 7:30 p.m. Church Parlor “pound auction”

6

Christmas Caroling 4:00 p.m.

Circle III Program on favorite shoes

7

Bazaar Set up

8

PW Gathering Mini Bazaar 5:00 p.m.

Circle II, 12:00 p.m. Church Parlor lunch, “Travel
with Kitty” 1:00p.m.
13

PW Christmas Dinner, 6:00 p.m.
9

Fishermen’s News Deadline!

Handbells, 6:00 p.m.

Men’s Bowling, 6:30 p.m.

Family Dinner, 6:00 p.m.

Handbells, 6:00 p.m.

Chancel Choir, 7:00 p.m.

Family Dinner, 6:00 p.m.

14

Bible Study, 10:00 a.m.

Chancel Choir, 7:00 p.m.

18

Handbell Choir, 11:45 a.m.

10

Bible Study, 10:00 a.m.

Kings’ Kids, 5:00 p.m.

12

Christmas Pageant, 4:00 p.m.

29 Eleven, 6:00 p.m.

13

Christmas Concert, 5:00 p.m.

18

Church office closed (birthday of MLK)

15

Men’s Bowling , 6:30 p.m.

20

PW Coordinating Team Meeting, 4:15 p.m.

16

39-ers Lunch, 11:30 a.m.

Men’s Bowling, 6:30 p.m.
20

39-ers Program, 1:30 p.m.

17

Handbells, 6:00 p.m.

Handbells, 6:00 p.m.

Family Dinner, 6:00 p.m.

Family Dinner, 6;00 p.m.

Chancel Choir, 7:00 p.m.

Chancel Choir, 7:00 p.m.
21

Bible Study, 10:00 a.m.
Session Meeting, 7:00 p.m.

Bible Study, 10:00 a.m.
Session Meeting, 7:00 p.m.

26

Deacons Meeting 7:00 p.m.
19

39-ers Lunch & Program 11:30 a.m.

Chancel Choir, 6:00 p.m. Newport

Circle I, 1:00 p.m. Lesson 4 “come to the Water”
Men’s Bowling, 6:30 p.m.

27

Decorating with Poinsettia’s

Handbells, 6:00 p.m.

20

Sunday School Tableau, 9:00 a.m.

Family Dinner, 6:00 p.m.

24

Christmas Eve Worship, 6 & 10 p.m.

Chancel Choir, 7:00 p.m.

25

Merry Christmas!

27

One Worship Service, 9:30 a.m.

28

Bible Study, 10:00 a.m.
Deacon’s Meeting, 7:00 p.m.

31

Annual Reports Due!

Annual Meeting, 9:30 a.m.

DEADLINE for February FISHERMEN’S NEWS is January 11, 2016 .
Please leave articles in the church office or e-mail to fishnews@gccp.org
(Please include “Fishermen’s News” in the subject line.)
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Merry Christmas

Sunday, December 20
Two Services, 9:00 & 10:30 AM
Christmas Eve Services
6:00 & 10:00 PM
December 28
One Service at 9:30 AM

