
ADULT ED CLASS THIS FALL 
THIS CHANGED EVERYTHING:  

500 YEARS OF THE REFORMATION 

2017 marks the 500th anniversary of the 
beginning of the Protestant Reformation. On 
October 31, 1517, an obscure German monk 
named Martin Luther published 95 theses for debate 
in Wittenberg, Germany.  Little did he know this act 
would ignite a revolution that would reshape the 
Christian church and change Western civilization 
forever.  In anticipation of this anniversary, the 
Christian History Institute produced this 
groundbreaking 3-hour documentary series which 
premiered on PBS last December.  Narrated by 
renowned British actor David Suchet, the program 
tells the dynamic story of the people, places, and 
events that shaped the Reformation.  It features 

expert commentary from Dr. Michael Horton, Dr. Frank James, Shane Claiborne, Bishop Robert 
Barron, and over twenty other scholars and clergy who bring fresh insight into how the church 
came to be where it is today and where it may go in the future.  THIS CHANGED EVERYTHING 
celebrates the fruits of the Reformation while grappling with difficult questions about the legacy 
of division.  Clearly, the medieval church was in dire need of reform, but could complete schism 
have been avoided? Why does the Protestant movement continue to splinter into ever 
increasing factions? How should we think about our divisions in light of Jesus’ passionate prayer 
that his followers be “one"?   JOIN US FOR VIEWING, STUDY AND DISCUSSION OF THIS VIDEO PROGRAM 
AND RELATED MATERIALS IN THE CHURCH PARLOR EACH SUNDAY MORNING, 9:00 AM! 

SELECTED REVIEWS (continued on the back; more available on www.thischangedeverything.com) 
In most cases, it's a wild exaggeration to say about some past event, ‘This changed everything.’  
When it comes to the Reformation, though, it's absolutely true. This documentary explores some of the 
more profound changes with fine insight, and shows how we're still living with those changes today. -- 
Mark Galli, Editor in Chief, Christianity Today 
I came away impressed not only that the Anabaptists were given their rightful pedestal in the 
movement, but with a new appreciation for the Lutheran, Reformed, Anglican, and Catholic telling of 

the story as well … the history of the church is much larger than the names and places that make my 
faith tradition real.” -- Larry Rohrer, Pastor, Belmont Mennonite Church, Elkhart, IN 
The Reformation was necessary because of abusive practices within the church.  But, too often, 
reformers adopted rigid and self-righteous positions, demonizing one another and sacrificing Christian 
unity in the process.  At its core, THIS CHANGED EVERYTHING is an appeal for a greater measure of unity 
and humility as, together, Christians seek to faithfully follow Jesus.  -- Daryl Byler, Center for Justice 
and Peace 
I am very impressed not just with the technical quality, but also with the nuanced and balanced view 
on complicated historical issues. I recommend this video to history teachers; this is a great resource 
for teaching this material at Christian schools.” - Dr. Frans van Liere, Calvin College 
The presentation is excellent and excellently done.  The presenters are all really good and refreshingly 
candid and fair in their commentaries.  I thoroughly enjoyed all three segments and found myself going 
back to re-listen to certain portions that were particularly insightful.  I was specially struck by the 
discussion around the printing press and its impact on the Reformation. I wonder if our present-day 
communications revolution might likewise coincide with a parallel Church revolution, perhaps the 
revolution for which Jesus prays!  Here's hoping! -- Matt Crane, Fellow, Institute for Christian Unity 
I am more convinced than ever the only way the Christian Church can move forward is by better 
understanding our past and how we arrived at our present. THIS CHANGED EVERYTHING is an excellent 
primer to help both Protestants and Roman Catholics do just that.  The producers of this series do an 
excellent job of explaining the many cultural, political, spiritual and theological issues that led up to the 
Reformation.  But what makes this series stand out is that they critique the Reformation with a 
winsomeness that shows what the Christian Church has gained and equally what she has lost over the 
past five centuries.  As one who practices ecumenism and longs for unity within the Church this series 
cannot be recommended higher! -- Dr. David Lescalleet, City Church, Corpus Christi, TX  
As one of the four Catholic authors interviewed for the series, both my experience working with the 
Church History Institute and viewing the final product leads me to offer two words to describe it: 
“balanced and appropriate.”  And that’s saying quite a lot about the treatment of an event as 
complicated and controversial as the Reformation. --  Fr. Thomas A. Baima, Vicar for Ecumenical and 
Interreligious Affairs, Archdiocese of Chicago 

UPDATE REGARDING HURRICANE HARVEY RELIEF – Some have asked how one 
may give through the church to assist with Hurricane Harvey relief efforts (at 
the time of this writing, we don’t know how Hurricane Irma will track).  We 
received the following appeal (slightly edited for space) from World Relief (for the full 
text, and/or to donate online, see : https://www.worldrelief.org/hurricane-harvey)  

World Relief has established an emergency recovery fund to provide direct financial aid to 
churches taking part in the rebuilding efforts ahead. We believe local churches are uniquely 
positioned to foster healing and long-term recovery, and are proud to be supporting their 
work in the affected areas with your help.  Donate today to support churches committed to 
standing with victims every step of the way.  In advance, on behalf of churches and the 
people of Texas and Louisiana — THANK YOU. 

If you would like to donate, write a check to the Greenwood Community 
Church and clearly mark your donation “World Relief Hurricane Harvey.” 

Also, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) of the Presbyterian Church 
(USA) has a U.S. Hurricane Response department.  If you care to donate 
here, please mark your gift “PDA U.S. Hurricane Response.”  You may find 
more information (and/or donate on line) at www.pcusa.org (click the banner at top of  page). 

http://www.pcusa.org/


Introduction from Study Guide: WHY SHOULD I CARE ABOUT THE REFORMATION? 
The Reformation is more than a fascinating period of history—it significantly impacted the formation 

of Western civilization. The questions reformers raised remain critical for the church today. Like the 
reformers, we must still discern what or who is our ultimate authority. We continue to seek understanding 
about what it means to be saved by grace through faith, even when we know that faith without works is 
dead. We persist in debating the meaning of baptism and communion, the role of Scripture and of the 
clergy, and the definition of the true church. We continue to struggle with the relationship between church 
and state. This series is not only a journey into our past but also an essential exercise for discerning how 
we are to live as Christians in a divided church. 

In the last 500 years, the church has grown comfortable with ever increasing divisions. While the 
reformers brought about desperately needed moral reform and a renewed emphasis on God’s grace, they 
also brought up a whole new set of questions. Is a divided church in conflict with Jesus’ prayer for unity, 
found in John 17? Can we remember what binds us together and embrace one another as one, so that the 
world might believe in him? Can we hold truth in high regard, even as we show respect for those who 
reach different conclusions? Are there truths worth speaking and standing for no matter what the cost? 

OUR APPROACH 
Our approach is journalistic, engaging the history of the Reformation from various perspectives and 

asking experts to debate the issues. The experts interviewed for the series represent a wide range of 
Christian traditions and theological positions, including Catholic, Lutheran, Reformed, Anglican, and 
Anabaptist traditions. Our purpose is to facilitate informed thought, prayer, discussion, and debate. 

SETTING THE SCENE 
Two thousand years ago, Jesus Christ commissioned his disciples to take his message to the ends of 

the earth. Over the next 350 years, Christianity was transformed from a despised and persecuted sect of 
Judaism into the established religion of the Roman Empire. With this miraculous success came great 
power and a world of temptation. The political power of the church was increasingly centered in Rome 
and in the institution of the papacy , which helped maintain orthodoxy and kept Christianity from 
splintering into hundreds of sects.  

But by the Middle Ages, many church leaders lived lavish lifestyles marked by greed, gluttony, and 
promiscuity. Positions of power were bought and sold in a corrupt system built for insiders. The church 
held authority over every aspect of citizens’ lives, including the life to come. Calls for reform during the 
Middle Ages did not begin with Martin Luther. As early as the twelfth century, the Waldensian movement 
in France had argued for a return to what they perceived to be a more authentic Christianity. They 
gathered in small house churches and made the Bible available to laypeople. The movement was 
eventually declared heretical, but other reform movements remained within the church’s walls as 
monastic orders. The Franciscan Order was founded by Francis of Assisi in an effort to bring humility and 
spirituality back to an increasingly power hungry and worldly church. Other orders such as the 
Dominicans , Augustinians , and Carmelites followed up on those efforts. 

By the late Middle Ages, some theologians argued that a growing body of traditional practices and 
doctrinal innovations built up over centuries had obscured and perverted the gospel message. In a world 
where very few had access to the Scriptures, believers were dependent on church hierarchy to interpret the 
faith for them. Some who were familiar with the Scriptures believed that many of the church’s central 
doctrines had strayed from the message espoused by Jesus and his disciples. 

About a hundred years before Luther was born, Englishman John Wycliffe challenged the authority 
of the pope and called into question the validity of some of the church’s central doctrines, such as 
transubstantiation. About 30 years after Wycliffe’s death, Jan Hus was executed as a heretic in Bohemia 
for daring to challenge corrupt clergy and for arguing that the true church was made up of all the elect, not 
simply those baptized in a given location. But whereas the Lollard movement (followers of Wycliffe) and 
Hussite movement were effectively suppressed, the movement Luther started in 1517 set off a firestorm 
that would rock the church and transform all of Europe. 




